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PREFACE.

T sz Memoirs of religious persons are generally acceptable.
They exhibit the influence of divine truth on the character
and life; and from that exhibition much advantage is to be
derived. The believer perceives, in the memoirs of a de-
ceased Christian, his own situation and character, while they
excite him at the same time to diligence and ardour in the
service of his God. Even the thoughtless sinner may be
thereby drawn to admire the beauties of religion.*

Mz=. HErVEY, the subject of the foowing Memoir, though
long since dead, still speaks in the valuable writings he has
published to the world—writings, the subjects of which are
highly important, the strain evangelical, and the illustrations
entertaining and edifying. These are justly considered as an
excellent exhibition of the peculiar truths of the gospel,
which are its glory, and in which the offence of the cross
consists.

While Mr. Hervey lived, he was honoured of God as the
instrument of promoting religion. His ministrations were
successful to the people of his charges, though chiefly to many

* Perhaps no human writings have had a better effect than the lives of eminently
holy men ; when therefore any such characters appear among us, I think it is right
to collect, as much as we can, the remembrance of which may be of general use.—
Andrew Fullcr. -
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others who came from a great distance to hear him.* Since
his death, his writings have been singularly useful in spreading
the knowledge of the doctrines of grace in the British Empire,
and in the American States.

The pleasure and improvement which every attentive reader
must derive from the works of Hervey, naturally give rise to
a desire to be acquainted with his dispositions and private
character ;—pleased with the author, we wish to know the
man. The almost only source of gratification to the laudable
curiesity of Mr. Hervey’s admirers has hitherto been, that
large collection of private letters, which at different times
since his death bave been communicated to the world. Many
of these, written to his most intimate friends, contain a large
account of his religious experience. In them he gives a most
distinct account of the grace of God in his soul, and, with a
bappy unreserved openness, declares his views, his comforts,
and his trials. These letters exhibit the influence which the
doctrines he tanght had on his own heart and conduct, in the
various situations wherein he was placed. They also set
the cunsistency of his character in an agreeable point of view,
as they plainly show, that those truths which he publicly de-
clared and defended, were the foundations of his hope and
comfort, and the governing principles of all his actions. From
them jt appears, that he was the same admirer of the Re-

® Ameng others, Mr. Sutchell, puthor of Thornton Abbey, and that excellent
minister of Christ, the Rev. Kgdward Ashburner, late of Pool, found considerable
benefit from the ministry of Mr. Hervey. As to the last, though he travelled on
foot eleven miles to hear himy and almost without foed, he obtained so much in- .
struction from his preaching, as amply to compensate all his toils. When it came
o0 be known that be attended Mr. Hervey. his father, from whom it had been con-
cealed, was much dixpleased, being prejudiced againet that clergyman, because he
was what the world called a Methudist, 8 most odious name at that time! The
good old man was afterwands brought to think very respectfully of the Rector of
Weston-Favel, in consequence of reading his Theron and Aspasio.
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‘deemer in the closet and family, asin the pulpit and from
the press.

It is a peculiarly happy circumstance, that the letters of
Mr. Hervey are so numerous, and written at such different
periods of his life, as by this means we have authentic do-
cumrents of his various experience, from his infancy in true
Christianity, to the joyful termination of a useful and happy
life.

These letters, however, are in the hands of comparatively
few who venerate his memory ; and to form even from them
a consistent view of his character, requires an attention,
which the greater part of readers are either unable or un-
willing to bestow.

The method of writing the following life was introduced
by some great names in English literature : it is interspersed
with copious quotations from Mr. Hervey’s correspondence.
This plan has some very peculiar recommendations, as it
enables the reader tojudge for himself, from materials which
were not prepared for the purpose of determining his judg-
ment, and holds up to him, instead of a flattering or unfaith-
ful portrait, the very lineaments and features of the person
it intends to commemorate.

To select from the letters the most interesting and character-
istic passages, to arrange them under proper heads, and thus
to present, in ore view, the life and character of this excellent
divine, and eminent Christian, is the great design of the fol-
lowing Compilation.

In the following Memoir, we have not only an amiable
picture of a good man, undesignedly drawn by himself, but
the leading truths of the gospel exhibited in a manner be-
coming the simplicity of Christ, and these as the foundation
of the holiness and comfort of Mr. Hervey.
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The extracts are chicfly taken from the two volumes of
letters published immediately after. his death,—from these to
Lady Frances Shirley, Rev. Messrs. William Cudworth of
London, John Ryland of Northampton, and many others
not published.
~ Bhould the Divine Redeemer render the following pages
subservient to the display of his own glory, and the best in-
terests of mankind, the intention of the Compiler is com-
pletely answered.
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ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE

Second Ehition.

Tue First Edition of the following Memoir of the
Rev. James Hervey met with a favourable reception
from the Public, and was soon sold. The present
Edition is considerably enlarged by an Appendix, and
additions to almost every Section. There is also in-
serted a Section altogether new, respecting his parti-
cular zeal in his public ministry for evangelical holi-
ness. This seemed necessary, as the enemies of his
doctrine profess to have taken strong exception to his
writings, from an apprehension that his principles lead
to Antinomian licentiousness. The Compiler was.
enabled to enlarge and amend the Memoir, by several
hints in the Rev. Mr. Ryland’s Life of Mr. Hervey,
and in consequence of his having lately received from
England many of Mr. Hervey's unpublished letters,
and other manuscripts, which throw much additional
light on his character. To these may be now added,
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Letters of Hervey, published by Colonel Burgess.
Of all these he has endeavoured to avail himself. He
takes this opportunity of publicly expressing his affec-
tionate and respectful acknowledgments to the Rev.
Dr. Haweis of Aldwinkle, the Rev. Dr. Ryland of
Bristol, the Rev. Mr. Allen of Exeter, the Rev. Mr.
Parsons of Leeds, Mr. B. Cudworth (son of the friend
of Mr. Hervey) of London, the Rev. Mr. Rooker,
Bideford, the Rev. Mr. Atkinson, Margate, and Miss
Hog of Edinburgh, for their various and kind com-
munications. He has only to add his fervent wishes,
that the following attempt may be attended with the
Divine blessing.
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T'ue Rev. James HERVEY, the subject of the fol-
lowing Memoirs, exhibits in his writings a most zeal-
ous attachment to the great doctrines of the glorious
gospel, and in his life a most eminent example of evan-
gelical holiness. His views of the gospel were clear
and sound, experimental and practical; his faith in
the adorable Redeemer was strong and operative; and
his love of him, and of the truth as it is in him, was in
an uncommon degree ardent and undissembled. Asa
divine, his praise is in all the churches; and as a Chris-
tian, he is equalled by very few in later times, and per-
haps excelled by none. The life and writings, there-
fore, of that excellent and amiable minister, cannot
fail to be interesting, and, by the Divine blessing, to
be useful to such humble behevers in Jesus as have ac-
cess to know them.

While we, whose names are subJomed were perusing
the following select Memoirs of him, with the Appen-
dix to this Second Edition, we were pleased, and edi-
fied, and comforted. The materials have been, by the
Compiler, carefully and judiciously collected, for the
most part from the letters of that excellent man; and
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they are-arranged in such a convenient and perspicuous
order, as must render them in a still higher degree ac-
ceptable and useful to the devout reader. We there-
fore unite in cordially recommending this valuable
piece to the attention of the public; and we pray that
it may be abundantly blessed for the conversion and
the edification of many in faith and holiness.

Joux Coraquiouwn, D. D. Leith.
Jaues Havrr, D. D. Edinburgh.
ALexaNpEr WaveH, D. D. London.
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MEMOIRS

OF THRE

Kev. JAMES HERVEY, M. A.
Late Rector of Weston-Favel,

CONTAINING

' AN ACCOUNT @F H/S RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES, EXPRRIENCE, AND

CONDUCT.

]
CHAP. 1L
HIS BIRTH AND EDUCATION,

Tms eminent Christian, and excellent Minister, was born
February 26, 1713, at Hardingstone, near Northampton,
his father being then minister at Collingtree in that neigh-
bourhood. He received his first instruction from his mo-
ther, who taught him to read: under her tuition he con-
tinued till he was seven years of age, when he was sent to
the grammar-school of Northampton, where he remained till
he was seventeen, and learned the Latin and Greek lan-
guages, in which his genius and memory would have enabled
him to have made a much earlier progress, if it had not been
prevented by his schoolmaster, who would not suffer him, nor
any of his scholars, to learn faster than his own son.

In 1731 he was sent to Oxford, where he resided several
years. The first two or three years’ residence at this uni-
versity were not distinguished by that diligent application to

: B

?
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study for which he was afterwards eminent. To borrow the
language of Mr. Ryland,* ¢ While at the university, he
was much at a loss for want of a faithful friend to direct him
to proper studies: he was ordered, in a very careless manner,
to read such and such books, which were altogether unsuit-
able to his taste, and, in a high degree, afforded matter of
disgust and discouragement. At last, by the peculiar agency
of Providence, he was led to read Abbe la Pluche’s Nature
Displayed, well known by the title Specracle de la Nature.
The intrinsic beauty of the piece allured his imagination and
passions ; and when he had made an entrance into the work,
he read with incessant greediness, improvement, and plea-
sure. This work cherished his natural passion for know-
ledge. He added Dr. Derham’s Astro-Theology : this book
assisted him in his first learned ideas of the Starry Heaveps,
and led him into views of the whole Newtonian system of
Philosophy. His conceptions were farther aided by Ray’s
Wisdom of God in Creation, and Dr. Derham’s Demonstra-
tion of the Being and Attributes of God, in his Physico-
Theology. To these books he added Keil’s Anatomy, which
he studied with such incessant attention, and perpetual re-
views, as to make himself the greatest master of the know-
ledge and elegance of the structure of the human body above
any man I ever knew. He went on to read Mr. Spence’s
Five Dialogues on Pope’s Translation of Homer, which, he
eften assured me, gave him a greater insight into the nature
and beauty of composition than any author he ever read.
By the most accurate digestion of these authors in his under-
standing, and a continued contemplation into the book of na-
ture, he advanced his mind, and polished his genius in the
Eine of science.”

In 1733, becoming acquainted with some fellow-students,}
who began to distinguish themselves by their serious impres-
stons of religion, and their zeal to promote it, he was engag-
ed in a strict attention to piety and usefulness. At this time
he received the communion every Sabbath, visited the sick

® Ryland’s Life of Hervey.
4+ Messrs. Wesley, Morgan, Ifighem, Whitefield.
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asd jail grisoners : we find bim alea reading to posr people,
who had pot the advantege of knowing letters. He spesks
of this to a friend; “ I employ every day an bour or more
(which I think is as sauch time a3 I can spare from my studies)
with some well-inclined people of the peorer sort; we resd
Mr Henry on the Holy Scriptures, and pray together : there
is one set in one part of the city, sad anether in another; I
eet at @ neighbour’s house.”

At this time a happy friendship commenced betwoem Mr.
Hervey, while at bome, and Mr. Risdon Darracot, s student
under Dr. Doddridge, two souls eminently eongenial for
srarm piety and wsefulness: st 2 religious man's house, who
belonged to Dr. Doddridge’s church, but was in the parish of
Weston-Favel, they had their first interview. Of this Dsr.
racot says, ¢ though now almost mineteen yesrs ago, I re.
tain s delightful impression of our cenverse thes.” They
osntinmed to correspond throngh life.*

While at college, he aften wrote his relations, particulanly
one of his sisters : besides several good advices, he say, ¢ I
have frequently recoliected, and, as it were, acted over sgain,

® The correspondence of these two amiable young men deserves to be recordeds
Mr. Darracot, wishing to form a religious soclety among the students of the acas
demy at Northampton, communicates the matter to Mr. Hervey and gets his advice.
¢ 1 think your proposal, as far as I can see into it, is very proper, and, if discreetly
managed and steadily persisted in, cannot fail of being advantageous to yourself and
others,” &c. Mr. Darracot answers this, and sends him & present of some books
to be given away. To this Mr. Hervey replies, ¢ I thank you very sincerely for
your animating and instructing letter ; so far am I from being offended at your af-
fectionate plainness, that I wish for and beg the continuance of it, that you may
awaken my too sleepy soul, and direct my unexperienced youth. I am preparing to
enter into holy orders, and take on me the work of the ministry, so that now I have
the utmost need to cry out, as the distressed fishermen to their partners, come and
help me ; help me with your prayers to the Lord God my Saviour, that I may re.
ceive the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, that he may rest upon me, and
abide with me for ever. You tell me, my example has had a great and good influ.
enceupon you. Strange and glad tidings! Amen! Hallelujah! Sure the princis
palities and powers in heavenly places will be filled with wonder and pleasing
amazement, will tune their highest and most triumphant strings, when they behold
their Immortal King vouchsafing to work, to carry on the cause of his Christ, by an
unclean and sinful worm. I return you my heartiest thanks for your kind present
and kinder letter. The Lord make them as beneficial as they were acceptable to
me.” See an interesting Memoir of the Rev. Mr. Darracot, by the Rev. Mr. Bennet,
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the many pleasant hours we have spent together in reading
holy and edifying works, or discoursing on pioas and useful
subjects.” Mr. Hervey being a pupil of Mr. John Wesley's
at this time, he gratefully acknowledges his kindness to him
in the following words:—*¢ I heartily thank you, as for all
other favours, so especially for teaching me Hebrew. I have
cultivated this study again, according to your advice. I can
never forget that tender-heartéed and generous Fellow of
Lincoln, who condescended to take such compassionate no-
tice of a poor under-graduafe, whom almost everv body
contemned, and no man cared for my soul.” The pmctlce
of Mr. Wesley through life, was to rise very early in the
morning ; and in this he was imitated by his amisble pupil,
who was often seen at his studies when the other members of
the college were retiring to rest. ‘
He was ordained, agreeably to the usage of the Church of

England, a Deacon, by Dr. Potter, Bishop of Oxford, Sep-
tember 14, 1786 ; and immediately afterwards he gave up an
exhibition he had from his college of twenty pounds a-year.
His reason for which was, that he thought it unjust to ree
tain what another student might stand in meed of.



CHAP. 11

HIS CONVERSION.

1 appears, from his first letters, that in his early youth he
showed a serious turn of mind; but several of these speak a
language very different from those truths for which he was af-
terwards so able and zealous an advocate; the fact is, he was
then an entire stranger to the doctrine of justification by faith
in the imputed righteousness of Christ, and had strong prepos-
sessions against it. Anintimate friend of Mr. Hervey has told
the public,® (and he likely received the information from him-
self,) that till he was eighteen he had no serious impreuions of
religion, and afterwards, till he was twenty-seven, his views of
divine truth were dark, indistinct, and confused, he being
far more attached to Arminian doctrine than to Calvinism.$
In this way he preached for several years. A minister near
London, some time since deceased, had in his possession some
sermons of Mr. Hervey’s in MS. wherein he discovers great
ignorance of the doctrine of the gospel. They are composed
on a plan quite distinct from his printed works. To this
period of his ministry he seems to refer, in the following
words :—¢ I often think of my old acquaintances in the
west, with deep regret for my unprofitableness emong them.
Blessed be God for ever and ever, that both they and I may
have a better righteousness than our own.”{ Meanwhile he

® Rev. Mr. John Ryland, late of Northampton.

+ Itis somewhat remarkable, that sevéral of the most eminent modern defend.
ers of the doctrines of grace in England, were themselves in their youth strongly
attached to an opposite system, but by an illumination of the blessed Spirit had
their judgment and heart amazingly changed. Among these were Jenks, Walker
¢f Truro, Adams, Scoft, Gohnyer, Bmey, Bootb, Joupb Milner, &

4 Gen. Col. Let. 1)3. -



.6 MEMOIRS OF MR. HERVEY.

was at a loss for information as to the true gospel of Christ,
some books written by men of ability, but in nowise friendly
to the peculiarities of this glorious scheme, being put into his
hands, and read by him. We give this at large in Mr.
Ryland’s own words:—* We have the utmost reason to be-
lieve that he had never heard a sermon on the person and
righteousness of Christ for the first seventeen years of his
 life When he went to Oxford, matters were not mended.
He fell into the hands of men that were ignorant of the me-
thod of acceptance with God. These men became his spi-
ritual physicians, and foolish physicians they were.  Their
religion consisted in a set of outward observances, and a
puactilions regard to rules of their own devising. He partis
colarly fell under the instruction of Mr. John Wesley, who
soon declared himself an Arminian. In this dark, sad, joy-
Jess state, he lived for eight years, that is to say, from the
nineteenth year of his age till he was twenty-seven. All
this time was spent in reading improper books, trusting to
his own virtue and righteousness for justification, and with-
eut the joys of God's salvation. He had no friend in all the
world to recommend to him the best books—no friend to ex-
plain to him the true sense and meaning of the Holy Scrip.
tures. All his external observances, and his attempt to
practise virtue, had a tendency to build up & strong barrier
between Christ and his soul. He used to lament, as one of
the greatest losses of his life, that the Economy ef the Cove«
mants, by the excellent Witsius, was, while at the university,
never so much as mentioned to him; and while he was at
Stoke Abbey, Devonshire, his dear friend, Paul Orchard,
Esq.* who was in the same spirit of inquiry after happi.
ness with himself, joined with him in reading a vast variety
of treatises : and a great deal of religious trash they perused;

a numbet of legal books they studied, which had no other
" tendency than to eclipse the glory of the Lord Jesus,
and leave their souls in frost and darkness. Among the

® This gentleman, by means of tiis search, and Mr. Hervey's ministrations,
eame to a genuine knowledge of the truth. See Dedication to Meditatlons, whetpin
his character is drawn,



sest, they stumbled on one good book, Coles on God's Sove-
zeignty. Their minds were so encrusted with prejudice, and
s0 envenomed with enmity at the dominion of God, that
they threw the book away, not only as worthless, but as per-
nicious, and resumed the readiag of books more adapted to
their legal pride. During part of this period, he possessed
what he afterwards reckoned a rich treasure of gospel-truth,
Marvhall on Sanctification; but he let it le by in his study,
without the least attention, or so much as once reading it,
till at Jast the providence and grace of God roused him to
read this treatise, which was so much blessed to him. Mr.
Hervey was left to make his own way in religious knowledge,-
and for a long time that way was in the dark : at last, Jenks
“on Submission to Christ’s Righteousness, and Rawlia on
Justification, in 1741, were put into his band by Divine Pro.
. widence. These were the books which, under the influence
of the Spirit of God, first directed his apprehemsions te
Christ’s righteousness. Marshall on Sanctification first led
him to the great spring and means of gospel-heliness. Mr.
Thomas Hall on Perseverance, in the Lime Street lecture,
first led him into the comfort of that doctrine. He acknow-
ledged to the Rev. Moses Brown, that Zimmerman on the
Excellency of the Knowledge of Christ, was among the
first books that let him have a clear light and understanding of
the gospel, and had been blessed to his experiensing any true
established rest in bis soul. He was also much assisted in his
researches into evangelical truth by Boston’s Fourfold State of -
Man, and Witsius on the Covenaunts. Of this author he says,
¢ I cannot but lament it, as ene of my greatest losses, that I
was no sooner acquainted with this most excellent author, all
whose warks have such a delicacy of composition, and such s
sweet savour of holiness, that I know not any comparison more
proper to vepresent their true character, than the golden pot
which had manna, and was outwardly bright with burnished
gold, inwardly rich with heavenly food.” While he perused
these treatises, he found many expressions contrary to his
pre-conceived and legal ideas, being quite unaccustomed, ss .
ke says, to the joyfal sound of grace and salvation, infinitely
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" tich grace, and perfectly free salvation; they were strange
language to him; but he constantly read on, till, under a
divine blessing, he knew the grace of God in' truth; aad,
examining and explsining these expressions, found them to
coincide entirely with the truth as it is in Jesus. ,
The state of Mr. Hervey’s mind at this time is illustrated
by the following anecdote:—In the parish where Mr. Hervey
preached, when he inclined to Arminian sentiments, there
resided a ploughman, who usually attended the ministry of
Dr. Doddridge, and was well informed in the doctrines of
grace. Mr. Hervey being advised by his physician, for the
benefit of his health, to follow the plough, in order to smell
the fresh earth, frequently accompanied this ploughman in.
his rural employment.* Mr. Hervey understanding the.
ploughman was a serious person, said to him one morning,.
¢¢ What do you think is the hardest thing in religion ?” Ta .
which he replied, “ I am a poar illiterate man, and you,.
Sir, are a minister; I beg leave to return the question.”,
Then said Mr. Hervey, ¢ I think the hardest thing is to
deny sinful self,” grounding his opinion on that solemn ad-
monition of our Lord, ¢ If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself.” ¢ I argued,” says Mr. Hervey, ¢ upon
the import and extent of the duty, showing that merely to
forbear the infamaus action is little, we must deny admittance,
_deny entertaimment, at least, to the evil imagination, and quench
even the enkindling work of irregular dgsire.” In this way L
shot my random bolt. The ploughman replied, ¢ There is ’
aother instance of self-denial, to which the injunction ex-
tends, is of great moment, and is the hardest thing in religion,
and that is, to deny righteous self: you know I do not come
to hear yau preach, but go every Sabbath, with my family,
to Northampton, to hear Dr. Doddridge; we rise early
in the morning, gnd haye prayers before we set out, in
which I find pleasure; walking there and back I find plea-
gure ; under the sermon [ find pleasure; when at the Lord’s
table I find pleasure; we read a partion of the Scrip-

® See Vol. 1. Theron, p. £76.
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tares, and go to prayers in the evening, and find pleasure;
but, to this moment, I find ¢ the kardest thing to deny right-
eous self; I mean the instance of renouncing our own
strength, and our own righteousness, not leaning on that for
holiness, nor relying on this for justification.” In repeat-
ing the story to a friend, Mr. Hervey obsersed, ¢ I thep
hated the righteousness of Christ ; I looked at the man with
astonishment and disdain, and thought him an old fool, and
wondered at, what. I then fancied, the motely mixture of
pietv and oddity in his notions. I have since clearly seen
who was the foel—not the wise old Christian, but the proud
. James Hervey ; I now discern sense, solidity, and truth in
his observations.” To this he refers in a letter to an hon-
oured correspondent, wishing that his printed sermons might
profit his diocesan. Hesays, ¢ O that they may not exaspe-
rate, but sdmonish him! I was once, in the days of my self-
rightesusness, admonished by a person as much my inferior,
§n point of literature and education, gs the author of these ser-
mons is inferior in every thing to my Lord of Peterborough.”

During this period of hig life, Mr. Whiteficld* corresponded
with him. The following letter, while it exhibits that good
men’s concern for him, makes Mr. Hervey’s principles and
views also evident :—* | long ta hgve my dear friend come
forth and preach the truth gs it is jn Jesus; not a righteous-
ness or inward holiness.of our own, whereby we make our-
selves meet, but a righteousness of anpthes, even the Lord
pur righteousness ; upon the imputation and apprehending of
which by faith, we shall be made meet by his Holy Spirit tp
live with and enjoy God. Dear Mr. Hervey, it is an excel-
lent thing to be convinced of the freeness and riches of Gods
grace in Christ Jesus ; it is sweet to know and preach thag
Christ justifies the ungodly, and that all good works are net
so much as partly the cause, but the effect of our justifics,
tion before God. Till convinced of these truths, you must

® This excellent and most successful minister, and kind friend of Mr. Hervey,
is well known in the Christian Church. See his life written at large by thelhteDz.
Gillies, thow, also Jay’s life of Wiater, the pupllof Whmﬁzld. ’
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own free-will in man, which is directly contrary te the Holy
Scriptures, and the articles of our church. Let me advise
. dear Mr. Hervey, laying aside all prejudice, to read and pray
over St. Paul’s epistles to the Romans and Galatians, and then
let him tell me what he thinks of this doctrine. -Moet of our
old friends are now happily enlightened; God sets his seal to
such preaching in an extraordinary manner, and 1 am per-
suaded the gates of bell will never be able to prevail against it.
O that dear Mr. Hervey would also join withus! O that
the Lord would open his eyes to behold aright this mystery
of godliness! How weuld it rejoice my heart! how would
it comfort his own soul! He would nolonger groan under a
spirit of bondage ; 'no, he would be brought te the glorious
liberty of the children of God.™ At this time it is evi-
dent Mr. Hervey was seeking salvation, but he sought it
as it were by the works of the law. One of his leading
errors then was, he formed low, scanty, inadequate apprehen-
sions of the law of God;. from this unavoidably followed
a disesteem of imputed righteousness, a conceit of personal
qualifications, a spirit of legal bondage, and a tincture of
Pharisaical pride. He conceived faith to be no more than a
mere believing of promises if he did well, and of threaten-
ings if he did ill. He wished for a salvation to be bestowed
upon some sincere, pious, and worthy person, and was dis-
tressed because he could not find himself of that number.
To use his own words, when he felt he was deplorably defi-
eient in duty, he would comfort himself with saying, ¢ Soul,
thy God only requires sincere obedience, and perhaps to-
morrow may be more abundant in acts of holiness.” When
overeome by sin, he would call to mind his righteous deeds,
and so think to commute with divine justice, and quit scores
forhis offences by his duties. In order to be reconciled to God,
or to ease his conscience, he would promise stricter watch-

® Whitefield's Collection of Letters, Let. 100, dated 1739. Mr. Hervey seems
to have been peculiarly endeared to this good man: in an after period Mr. White-
field says of him, ¢ The author of the Meditations is my old friend ; a most heae
venly-minded creature, who is contented with 8 small pittance, and giveg all that
he has to the poor.
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fulness, more alms, and renewed fastings: overlooking en-
tirely the active obedience of our Redeemer, he fondly ima-
gined that, throngh the death of Christ, he might have par-
don of his sins, and could, by his own doings, secure eternal
life.

For some time, letters from the above correspondent were
disregarded, or answered with a stubborn silence; but at
length, by this and other means, a saving change took place
on Mr. Hervev. Says he, ¢ The two great commandments,
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, made the first awakening
impression on my heart. Amazing, thought I, are these the
commands of God as obligatory as the prohibition of adul-
tery, or the observation of the Sabbath? Then has my
whole life been a continued act of disobedience; not a day,
nor an hour, in which I have performed my duty. This
eonviction,” says he, ¢ struck me as the hand-writing upon
the wall struck the presumptuous monarch. It pursued me,
as Saul pursued the Christians, not only to my own house,
but to distant cities, nor even gave up the great controversy,
till, under the inflaences of the Spirit, it brought me weary
and heavy laden to Jesus Christ.” God, who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, shined into his heart, to
give him the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

This illumination of his mind was not that clear but in-
efficacious apprehension of evangelical truth, in which, as in
the moonshine of a frosty night, much may be seen but no-
thing grows ; it was like that produced by the sun’s light,
warm and fructifying. Under this illumination he saw, tkat
any sinner, whatsoever he be, hath sufficient warrant imme-
diately to believe in, or depend on, Jesus Christ for everlasting
life. Under the influence of divine grace, he believed the
truth of the report, and the sufficiency of Christ alone : he
believed the divine encouragement, that he should be saved
fn this way : he trusted with confidence his everlasting con-
cerns on the person, finished work, and grace of Christ.
Accordingly, in this sense, and in this sense only, he pleads,
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n his writings, for a particular application of Jesus and hig
fulness, offered to sinners in general and indefinite terms. In
this sense he uses the terms ¢ for me, in my stead,” as re-
_ specting the obedience and death of Christ. Neither in hig
books, nor in his experience, did he consider his trust as in
the least entitling him to everlasting life; but he considered
rather that he had a Saviour and everlasting life given to
bim, as a sinner, to trust agd depend upen. He did not wish
to work himself up to thjs trust or confidence, as the condi-
tion of being saved ; but considered that he had a sure foun-
dation, whereon he might constantly depend for salvation,
without fear of disappointment, by this assured faith.

He by no means set aside holiness of heart and life, as hag
been alleged ; so far from it, that he relied on Jesus for this
precious gift, and improved him as made of God to him
sanctification. Under the influence of this assured confidence,
he sought to be renewed in his whole man after his pattern ;
coveted earnestly to haye the same mind in him gs was in hiy
Saviour and Master.

At this change Mr. Hervey's religioys friends rejoiced,
and none more than Mr. Whitefield. He says to a friend,
¢¢ "The prospect is promising; many students at Oxford are
earnestly learning Christ. Dear Mr. Hervey, whose loving
and catholic heart you knpw, hath learned aud preached
Christ.”

We are happy to give, in his own words, a particular
gccount of the change of his views and heart into a most
scriptural and evangelical mould. 1In a letter to Mr. White-
field on this subject, he says, I own, with shame apd sor-
row, I have been a blind leader of the blind; my tongue and
my pen* have perverted the good ways of the Lord, have
darkened the glory of redeeming merit and sovereign grace.
T have dared to invade the glories of an all-sufficient Saviour,
nd to pluck the crown off his head. My writings and dis-
courses have derogated from the honours, the everlasting and
incommunicable honours, of Jesus; they presumed to give

@ Letters, Essays, and Poems, printed in Magazines, &c.
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works a share in the redemption and recovery of a lost sin-
mer; they have placed these filthy rags upon the throne of
the Lamb, and by that means have debased the Saviour, and
exalted the sinner. But I trust the divine truth begins to
dawn upon my soul. O may it, like the rising san, shine
more and more, till the day break in all its brightness, and
the shadows flee away! Now, was'I possessed of all the
righteous acts that have made saints and martyrs famous in
all generations; could they be transferred to me, and might
X call them all my own, I would renounce them all that I
might win Christ. I would not dare to appear before the
burning eye of God with such straw and stubble; no, I
would long to be clothed in a Mediator’s righteousness, and
ascribe all my salvation to the most unmerited and freest
grace™® ,

In another letter to the same person, he writes,—* You
are pleased to ask, how the Holy Ghost convinced me of
self-righteousness, and drove me out of my false rest? In-
deed, Sir, I cannot tell; the light was not instantaneous, but
gradual; it did not flash upon my soul, but arose like the
dawning of the day. A little book, by Jenks,} upon Sub-

® Letters of Mr. Hervey, Ryland’s Collection.

4+ This judicious and evangelical Divine, was a Minister of the Church of
England in the end of the 17th century. By his works Mr. Hervey profited much;
to him he often refers in his writings and private letters; he warmly recommends
his Meditations and other works. The following account of him, by himself, de-
serves a place here:— I must confess that when I first set out for a preacher, I
did appear a stickler for Pelagius, and what I wanted in skill I made up in
bitter seal against all that asserted and advanced the faith which then I was for
running down, and that not only as empty of truth, but full of absurdity ; and
though I saw Scriptures, and articles, and homilies, all standing in my way, yet,
being newly come from the fountain of learning, and observing which way the
stream ran then, and under what extreme odium was every thing that appeared Cal-
wvinistieal, (though never so much the express doctrine of the Church of England),
and proud also of some arguments, wherewith I thought myself able to defend my
cause. Thus I drove on for a while in my aew province, till it pleased the gracious
God, (who knew what need I had to be humbled), in the midst of perfect health,
and all the favour of men and prosperity of this world, to throw me down under
great and sove troubles of mind, and doubtings of my state, and dread of his wrath,
where for a long time I lay, refusing to be comforted ; yet all that time not inter-
mitting the work of my place, but was rather more concerned and sedulous in it,
and, I thought, more assisted and fitted for it than ever before; and in that schoal



14 MEMOIRS OF MR. HERVEY.

mission to the Righteousness of God, was made serviceable
to me. Your journals, dear Sir, and sermons, especislly that
sweet sermon upon What think ye of Christ? were a means
of bringing me to the kmowledge of the truth; and another
piece bas been also much precious eye-salve to my dim and -
clouded understanding, I mean Marshall's* Gospel-Mystery
of Sanctification. These, blessed be him whe is a light to them
that sit in darkness, have in some degree convinced me of
my former errors. I now begin to see I have been labouring
in the fire, and wearying myself for very vanity, while I
have attempted to establish my own righteousness. I trusted
I kmew not what, while { have trusted in some imaginary
good deeds of my own ; these are no hiding-place from the
storm, they are a refuge of lies. If I had the meekness of
Moses, and the patience of Job, the zeal of Paul, and the
love of John, I durst not advance the least plea to eternal
life om this footing : but as for my own beggarly perform.
ances, wretched righteousnesses! gracious adorable Em.
manuel! I am ashamed, I am grieved, that I should thrust .
them into the place of thy divine, thy inconceivably precious
obedience! My schemes are altered; I now desire to work
in my blessed Master’s service, not for, but from life and

of hard disciphne, did I learn of my Hesvenly Teacher the doctrine of faith,
which, ever since, T have made conscience to maintain with all my strength. New
o I bless God for the Scriptures, and particularly St. Paul's epistles, from whick
1 can essily guther up a satisfying notion of justifying faith.—{(Preface to Jenks ou
Submission to the Righteousness of God.)

© Marshall was educated in New College, Oxford, of which he becarne s Fellow.
He exercised his ministry first at Hursely, Hampehire. Being ejected from his
charge, like many other worthy men, by the Act of Uniformity 1662, he removed %0
Gosport, where he exercised his ministry ill his death. In both places he was a burn.
ing and shining light. For many years he laboured under much epiritual distress,
and, by many mortifying methods, sought peace of conscience ; dut his treubles
mill increased ; upon which he consulted Dr. Themas Goodwin, a judicious, evanges
Lical divine : upon his advice, he set himseif to the stadying and preaching of Christ,
and attained to eminent holiness, peace of conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
His book on Sanctification was the fruit of his experience ; it has long had the ses
of high approbation by many judicious Ministers and Christians. The: following
able divines have written recommendations of it,—Rev. Messrs. Trail, Ebeneser and
Ralph Erskines, Adam Gib; indeed it has been long a standard book among judiciows
Christians. Mz, Hervey always speaks of this auther in the most warm snd poiseed
mAnner,



HIS CONVERSION. - 13

salvation. I would study to please him in righteousness and
boliness all the days of my life.* I seek this blessing of bo-
liness, not as a condition, but as a part, a choice and inestis «°
mable part, of that complete salvation which Jesus hath pur-
ehased for me.”}

In a letter to another person, be thus writes :—* There
was a time when I would have most heartily joined in oppo
sition to gospel-doctrine, for then I thought to establish my
own righteousness. I would fain have been something, and
would have done something, to inherit eternal life, and could
not brook a total submission to the righteousness of God;
but repeated infirmities, repeated sins, repeated sorrows, have
been the means, under the influence of the Spirit, to cure me
of this arrogant temper. It is now the daily desire of my
soul to see more and more the bitterness, the insufficiency of
all that is called my own, but to delight myself in the une
searchable riches, and triumph in the transcendent excellen.
cies, of Jesus Christ my Lord; and I do assure you, when I
wander from this path, I stumble upon dark mountains, and
fall into briers and thorns; I lose my peace and tranquillity,
and my hope. If this be the case, as it really is, you will
allow that I have reason, notwithstanding every contrary
suggestion, to adhere inseparably to this way.}

To the same purpose he makes the following retraction of
error :—¢ If it be shameful to renounce error, and sacrifice
all to truth, I do very willingly take this shame to myself.
In a copy of verses which I formerly wrote, sacred to the
memory of & generous benefactor, I remember the following

« QOur wants reliev'd by thy indulgent care,
Shall give thee courage at the dreadful bar,
And stud the crown thou shalt for ever wear.”

® From this and various other passages in Mr. Hervey's experience, we clearly
see his faith of Christ’s deing all for him as his Surety, in no respect rendered him
careless of good works ; on the contrary, it sweetly and powerfully constrained him
%0 serve the Lord Jesus with ardour and universality.

4+ Mr. Hervey’s Letter to Mr. Whitefield, Evan. Mag. Vol. I

$ Mr. Hervey’s Letters to Lady F. ghigley, Let. 96.
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"I'bese lines, in whatever hands they are lodged, and what.
ever else of a like kind may have dropt from my pen, I now
- publicly disclaim ; they are the very reverse of my present
belief, in which I hope to persevere as long as I have any
being. Far be it from me to suppose that any work of mine
should, in order to create my peace, or cherish my confidence,
be coupled with Christ's most holy acts. I speak the words
of our church, and I speak the sense of the prophet, ¢ I will
trust, and not be afraid ;” wherefore ? because I am inherently
holy ? rather because God is my salvation; God manifest in
the flesh has finished my transgression, and made an end of
. my sin; and in this most magnificent work will I rejoice. I
speak agreeably to the declaration of the -Holy Ghost:
¢ Fear not, for thou shalt not be ashamed, neither shalt
thou be confounded.” Why? because thy inherent goodness
shall prevent thy confusion? No; but upon a footing in-
finitely more solid, for a reason infinitely more satisfactory,
because thy Maker is thy Husband; the consequence of
which is, all thy debts and deficiencies are upon him, all his
consummate righteousness is upon thee.®

Formerly, through his ignorance of the gospel, and the
legal temper of his mind, he had discarded the active obedi-
ence of Christ; now he believed this glorious doctrine, and
rested on it as a most tnoaluable privilege. So he says, ¢ My
faith is, that.our Lord’s obedience to the moral law, in pro-
fessed submission to its authority, and in exact conformity to
its precepts ; his performance of all holy duties, and his ex-
ercise of all heavenly graces; that all this is 8 most essential
and distinguished part of his merit; that this is of higher
dignity and greater value than the whole world, and all the
righteousness in it; that the divine law is hereby more sig-
nally honoured, than it could have been honoured by the un-
interrupted obedience of Adam and all his posterity; that
God’s justice, holiness, and truth, receive greater glory from
these unparalleled acts of duty, than from the services of
angels and men, in their several wonderful orders; that this

® Hervey’s Aspasio vindicated.
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fctive righteousness, together with his most meritorious suf-
ferings, are the ground and cause of my acoeptance with God,
are the very thing which procures and effects my justification,
making me not barely acquitted from guilt, but truly right-
eous, yea, perfectly righteous, and that before the God of
infinite penetration and purity.” This view of things, he
says, was to him incomparably magnificent, and inexpressibly
comfortable.®

Mr. Hervey found it a hard task for a mind as his was,
long and eminently leavened with ignorance and legal pride,
to come naked and miserable to Christ; to come, divested of
every recommendation but that of extreme wretchedness,
and receive from the hand of unmerited benignity the free
riches of evangelical grace. On this subject he would relate
and apply the following anecdote of Dr. Cheney, an English
physician: one consulting him about the recovery of his
bealth, the Doctor replied,  You are not bad enough for
me” As none but the deeply disordered would submit to
Cheney’s mortifying prescriptions, in like manuer Mr. Hervey,
found that none but the weary and heavy laden would come
to Jehovah our righteousness, or relish the dootrine of grace,
which represents the Redeemer as the meridian sun, and all
the sons of Adam as glow-worms of the night.

In the light of the glory of God, he now viewed the gospel
as a choice blessing, setting an open door, not for believers to
come up to a certain standard, but for simners to trust in the
Lord Jesus immediately, without waiting for any distinguish- -
ing reason in themselves. He now saw, that no conditions
or performances are to be placed between the sinner and
the Saviour ; but the first step of practical religion is to trust
Christ alone, as given ud in the word of grace.

These views, attended with Almighty grace, brought
down in him every high thing that exalted itself against the:
knowledge of God, and brought into captivity every thought:
to the obedience of Christ. TPhis happy change, from a

* Aspasio Vindieated.
(o}
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legal strain and spirit, to true evangelical views and practice
may be expressed in the words of an evangelical poet :—

« How long beneath the law I lay,
In bondage and distress,
Hated the precept to obey,
But toil’d without success.

¢ Then all my servile works were done,
A righteousness to raise ;
Now freely chosen in the Son,
" I freely choose his ways.

¢ What shall I do, was then the word,
1 That I may worthier grow ?
‘What shall I render to the Lord ?
Is my inquiry now.
¢ To see the Iaw by Christ,
And hear his pard’ning voice;
Changes a slave into a child,
And duty into chaice.”®

This remarkable change appeared in his sermons. Empty .
Tegal harangues no longer disgraced his pulpit. He now dis-
coursed on grace, reigning through righteousness, unto an
eternal life of holiness and happiness. This he did at first
more darkly ; but afterwards with greater clearness, in pro-
portion to his growing knowledge and experience of the
truth as it is in Jesus. His resolution on this point is ex-
pressed in the following simple words : —

Now would F tell to sinners round
‘What a dear Saviour I have found,
Would point to his redeeming blood,
And cry, behold the way to God.

Then he commenced a true evangelical preacher. Christ
crucified, the foundation of the sinner’s hope ; Christ on the
 throne, the lawgiver of the redeemed; Christ, by his word
and Spirit in the heart, the believer's life; Christ in glory,
the elevating object of the saint’s expectation and desire ;
these and the subjects connected with them in the plan of .
redemption, were now his loved and chosen themes. His ser-

® Cowper.
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mons, under a divine blessing, made the grace of God sweet,
salvation through Christ acceptable, sin hateful, and strict
holiness amiable to the souls of his people.*

To his good friend Whitefield, who used every proper me-
thod he could think of to change his views, whose letters he re-
fused to answer, he now writes; ¢ Dear Sir, cease not to pray
for me, desist not to counsel me, since I perceive you cannot
forbear to love me.” After this change, he made heart religion
his business through life. In aletter to a friend he has these
words :—¢ What I wrote concerning a firm faith in God’s
most precious promises, a humble trust that we are the ob-
Jjects of his tender love, is what I desire to feel, rather than
what I experience; considerations they are with which I
would ply my Aeart, in hopes that they may be the happy
means of making me strong in faith, and enable me thereby
to give glory to God.”+ ¢ All my aim, all my desire is,
to quicken in my heart the seeds of practical faith and vital
holiness.™} ¢ I will, on your encouragement, go on with
my book, in my slow way, happy if my own heart may be
impressed with the evangelical truths, even though they
shou!d reach, as handled by this pen, no farther.”§ ¢ That
comfortable Scripture has been often-times a cordial to my
heart, The Lord delighteth in them that fear him, and put
their trust in his mercy. How often have I read that to
make me rich, The Lord of all things had not where to lay
his head! To obtain joy and gladness for me, the Prince of

* Says one, whom Hervey reckoned his tutor and guide, * The whole of &
gospel Minister’s doctrine and practice is, as it were, a voice preaching Christ. If
they preach the law, and its curses and threatenings against Christless and impeni-
tent sinners, it is to lead them to Christ, and drive them to the city of refuge. If
they preach faith, they make Christ the author and finisher, as well as the object of
it. If they preach repentance, they make Christ as exalted at the right hand of God,
to be a Prince and a 8aviour, to give repentance, the fountain of it; and Christ cru-
cified, viewed by faith, to be the immediate producer of it. If they preach duties
and new obedience, they make Christ the Alpha and Omega of it. Ministers may
indeed speak much of Christ in their sermons, and yet not preach Christ; as, for
instance, as if one should preach Christ mainly asa lawgiver to be obsyed, and ittle
or nothing as & law-fulfiller, to be believed in and served from love, because of his
having saved us from the yoke of the law.—Ralph Erskine’s S8ermons.

4 Gen. Gal. Let. 35. % Ibid. Let. 59, § Ibid. Let. 179
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Peace was sorrowful, sorrowful even unto death ! To cleansd
me from all guilt, to present me without spot or blemish be-
fore the throne, the everlasting Son of Gad was content to
spill the last drop of kis blood! How ofien have I read all
this, and yet continved unaffected and stupidly inaemsible !
May my heart be smitten with remorse, and overwhelmed
with shame, for my vile, vile ingratitude, to so divinely com-~
passionate a Saviour; and so much the more, as I am as-
sured of his readiness to forgive all my provocations, and te
Jove me-as freely as if I had never sinped.”* ,

When he received letters, which he thought would flatter -
the vanity of his mind, he would not look into them a second
time. The same disposition of mind will appesr in the fol»

Jowing extraet:—* ¥ am so far fronr carrying en my versiv
fying designs, that I heartily wish I had never conceived any;
that those lines I sent to had never heen made, or k
had heard them commended. Pride and vanity are foolish
and unreasonable in dust and ashes, and, which is worse,
edious and detestable before infinite perfection and imfinite
power. OL! let you and I ther dread whatever may admi~
nister fuel o these worst of tempers, more than the poison
of asps, or the pestilence that walketh in darkmess. Let us
pray against seeking, desiring, or taking pleasure in the hon-
our that cometh of men; and if, at any time, the flattesing
tongue, that snare of death, shall overtake ws, let us instantly
fly to our Saviour, and eomplain unto our God ; then let us
remember, and remembering let us acknowledge, that we are
nothing, have nothing, and deserve nothing, but shame and
eontempt, but misery and punishment.”}

He also evideneed a detestation of every thing that had &
tendency to pollute the heart. So he writes of the author of
a book entitled ¢ The Fairy Queen,” in the following tersas:
—¢ He is, in fancy, superior to every poet, yet so luseious in
some of his representations, I have occasionally dipped into,
that is impossible, fer me at least, to advert to them without.
catching the infection. His pictures of this sort are drawn

® Létters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 48, + Gen. Col. Let. 3.
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with a good design; he makes his heroes victors of the soft
allurements; but I believe few minds are so case-hardened
against sensual pleasures, as not te receive disadvantageous
dmpressions. 1 am therefore determined never to look into
it again, never to gather the homey of poetry from the briers
&f contamination. ¢ Flee temptation,’ is the advice of an in-
épired apostle, and I will pay the due respect to it.™®

He also seems to have kept a dmy, whefein he min-
uted down his sins of omission and commission, tsok notice
of the manner i which kis time was spent, of the straim of
his discourse, and of the frame of his heart in religious du.
ties. These interesting memoirs he often reviewed. This
method of keeping a diary he found a mean of knowing
bimself, of disposing him to prayer, and otber duties.

After this change of his sentiments and heart, Mr. Hervey
met with a considerable share of reproach, but was eacours
aged by the Master he served, and by friends to the ssme
cause of grace and holiness. One of them writes showt
this time—¢ My dear brother, I hepe nothing will deter you
from preaching the glad tidings of salvation to the world
lying in wickedness. I would not but be a despised minister
of Jesus Christ for ten thousamd worlds. This, I am per-
suaded, is the language of my dear friend’s heart :—

8 B
For this let men revile my name,
No cross I shun, 1 fear no shame;
All hail reproach, and welcome pain !
Only thy terrors, Lord, restrain.

11.
The love of God doth him consteain
‘T seek the wand’ring souls of men;
‘With cries, entreaties, tears, to save,
+ And match them from the gaping grave.

Go on, thou man of God! and may the Lord cause thy bow
40 abide in strength "—He was some years afterwards en-
couraged by the same friend to write, particularly Theron

® Gepe Gol. Lst 700
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and Aspasio. * Much, very much,” says he, ¢ of the di-
vine unction do I pray may be given to my dear Mr. Hervey
in his present plan! May the Lord make your pen the pen
of a ready writer! and after your death, may your writings
be blessed to thousands yet unborn! I believe they will.
The glorious Jesus will bless you for vindicating the honour
of the sacred volumes in your last pamphlet, (against Lord
Bolingbroke.) I have now read it, and doubt not of its be-
ing greatly blessed, and owned, and going through many
editions ; surely God bath raised up my dear friend to let the
polite world see how amiable are the doctrines of the gospel ;
why will you weary the world, and your friends, by delaying
to publish your other long wished for performance? Glad
shall I be to peruse any of the Dialogues; the savour of the
last is not off my mind; pray let them see the light this
winter ; they will delight and warm many a beart.”®

After Mr. Hervey’s change of sentiment, he was earnestly
importuned by some friends, particularly by Mr. Whitefield,
to commence itinerant ; besides many solicitations to him-
self, he, knowing the success of the gospel was the joy of
Mr. Hervey's heart, writes a mutual friend—¢ I have been
in eight Welsh counties; I think we have not had one dry
meeting. Had my dear Mr. Hervey been there to have seen
the simplicity of so many dear saints, I am persuaded he
would have said, * Let my soul be with the Methodists.”
The weakness of Mr. Hervey's constitution, and, perhaps,
other considerations, prevented his falling in with the above
proposal. His principal talent seems to have consisted in
study and writing ; this he employed to good purpose; in
the mean time, he gave abundant encouragement to those of
his friends who were engaged in itinerant services.

At the time when Mr. Hervey was called to the know-
ledge of the truth, it was much under a vail in the church
whereof he was a member. To use the words of one of her
sons—¢ At that time a minister of the Church of England,
who ventured to maintain her articles and homilies in doc:

i

® Whitefield’s Collection of Letters.
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trine, and who supported them in fact by a holy practice,
was a kind of prodigy, and met with nothing but censure,
persecution, and hard names, from all ranks and sorts of men.
Our pulpits resounded with morality, deduced from the prin-
ciples of nature, and the fitness of things, with no relation
to Christ or the Holy Ghost; all which the heathen philoso-
phers have insisted on, and with perhaps more than modera
ingenuity, and in consequence of this our streets have re-
sounded with heathen immorality.™®

The same was the case with many among the dissenters,
says the Rev. Mr. Barker, in a letter to Dr. Doddridge ;
¢ The defection of our younger ministers I greatly lament ;
the dissenting interest is not like itself; I hardly know it.
I knew the time when I had no doubt into whatever place
among dissenters I went, but that my heart would be warmed
and comforted, and my edification- promoted ; now I hear
prayers and sermons which I neither relish nor understand.
Evangelical truth and duty are quite old fashioned ; from
many pulpits one’s ears are dunned with reason, the great
law of reason, the eternal law of reason, that it is enough to
put one out of conceit with the chief excellency of our na-
ture, because it is idolized, and even deified” In this un-
happy time, Mr. Hervey, with some other excellent men,}
were raised up to explain and defend the genuine gospel. It
is also remarkable, that some years before, the same doctrine
had been revived in Scotland by occasion of a controversy
about a book, entitled, ¢ The Marrow of Modern Divinity,”
and by the excellent sermons and writings of Messrs. Boston,
Erskines, &e. These found their way into England, and
were eminently useful to Mr. Hervey, while his works have
* been greatly blessed for promoting the interest of evange-
lical truth both in Scotland and England.

® Middleton's Evangelica Biographia, Vol. IV.

+ Jones, Romaine, &c. The Compiler with much pleasure observes, that since
ths time of Mr. Hervey, a large and increasing host of holy ministers and cham.
pions for gospel-doctrine have appeared in the Church of England, we suppose
partly owing to Mr. Hervey’s productions. Ameng these are Venn, Conyers,
Hayeis, Cadogsn, Newton, Scott, Middleton, Decotlegon, Foster, Cecil, Eyre,
Wood, Walker of Truro, Sezle, Grove, Simeon, &c.
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CHAP. IIL
HIS RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES.

His doctrinal principles are exhibited in his works. They
are Calvinistic, are evidently founded on the oracles of truth,
and sre exhibited in the articles of the Church of England,
in the Confessions and Creeds of all the Protestant churches,
and have been maintained, with peculiar clearness and accu-
racy, in modern times, by the elegant and judicious Witsius,
particularly in his Irenicze Animadversiones, by Dr. Chauncyy
"Trail, Booth, Venn, and others, in England, and by Messrs,
Boston, Erskines, Muir, Frager of Alness, and other Mar-
row Theelogians in.Scotland.*

Of his principles the following are a summary :—The
beauty and excellency of the Scriptures; the essential divi.
nity of the blessed Son and Spirit; the ufter ruin and de-
pravity of human nature; the difference between the law

. #nd the gospel, with their harmony ; our happy recovery te
holiness and happiness, founded on the atonement, and ef-
fected by the Spirit of Christ; the establishment of the di-
vine law, as it ‘is a perfect, infallible, and everlasting rule of
_@uty and holy ‘'walking; and that a believing applieation of
the promises and doctrines of grace to one’s self, is absolutely
hecessary in order to evamgelical obedience and gospel-heli-
ness.

But the grand asticle of truth he insists on in the most of
his writings, is the justification of & sinner through imputed
righteousness, received by an apprepriating faith, This, to use
his own words, was the favourite fundamental topic of Scrip-

® Consistent, explicit Calvinists, who sdhere to the principles of the Reform
stien, cortended for in Scotland, in s controversy shout an Foglish weasse, ov*
titled, “ Mawow of Moden Diviaity.»
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tare; that it runs through them, as a golden woof through s
warp of silver, or the vital blood through the animal structure.
His opinion of the importance of this doctrine was very high:
says he, < I look upon she article of justification, through the
righteousness of our God and Saviour, to be the supreme dis.
tinguishing glory of Christianity. I consider it as the rich-
est, incomparably the richest, privilege of the Christian. To
bave a righteousness, a consummate righteousness, the very
righteousness of the incarnate God, dignified with all the
perfections of the divine nature, to have this righteousness
imputed for our justification ! matchless inconceivable bless.
ing! this fills the believer’s heart with inexpressible comfort
and joy; this displays the grace of God in the most charm-
ing and transporting light.”® Of this doctrine he adds, « I
own it may be shamefully abused, and the abundant grace of
@God turned to licentiousness; but then whosoever makes this
perverse use of so glorious a benefit, proves himself thereby
to be no true believer, one who has no lot or portion in the
inestimable privilege. If any animal suck poisen from the
delicious flower, we know it to be the vile spider, and not
the ingenious bee.  The goodness of God will lead the
humble and grateful mind to repentance ; our Lord’s beautiful
parable addressed to 8imon, is very applicable on this head;
Who will love the generous creditor most? Doubtless the
debtor te whom wuch is given, as well as much forgiven:
And will not that person love the blessed’ Jesus with the most
ardent devotion, who believes, that he justifies him by his
obedience, as well as pardons him by his death? And
though a course of dutiful holiness is not admitted as the
cause of our justification, yetisits necessity established on
many other most forcible obligations.”

As to the place of faish in justification, Mr. Hervey, in
bis writings, always considers a saved sinner as justified, not
Jor his believing as a gualification required by God, but ouly
by what he believes and trusts in for justification, even fhe

* Aspasio Vindicated,
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righteousness of Christ alone. He never reckons faith a con-
dition of justification, but as that whereby we partake of a
complete justification in Jesus Christ as the Lord our right-
eousness, without any condition; yea, so far was he from at~
tempting to establish human righteousness by his views of
appropriating faith, as some pretend,® that it is essential to
the faith he describes, to see all its righteousness, salvation,
and glory, in its object. He also wrote down the following
sentiments a little before his death, as his opinion on this
point :—¢ If any attempt to do any thing easy or difficult,
under the notion of an act of believing, or any other act s
erder to acceptance with God, he only heaps up more wrath
against himself.”+  Being once a determined enemy to
Christ’s righteousness, he carefully studied the oracles of God
on this point, particularly Paul’s epistles to the Romans and
Galatians, as recommended to him by his friend Mr. White-
field. There he saw with what care it was stated, and with
what copiousness displayed, by the sacred writers; how soli-
citously they use every form of speech that may exclude all
human works, may set aside all conditions and pre-requisites,
in order to supersede all glorying, and ascribe the whole of
our justification to free grace, and the sole merits of Christ.
His experience much aided him in these views. ¢ Dr. —
has Roman virtue, but, indeed, he very much wants the eye-
salve: he sees no comeliness and glory in Christ, but much
in his own conformity to his Maker. I am sure my poor
lame conformity to my Maker’s commands, fills me with
‘shame, and would make me hang down my head like a bul-
rush ; but my Divine Lord's merit encourages me, emboldens
me to say, Who shall condemn me?” As we see afterwards,
he found this glorious doctrine his sovereign support under
all his affiictions and languors. He apprehended the influence
of this doctrine to be very extensive. He thought with his
favourite Witsius, that it spreads itself through the whole

® Mr. Sandemsan and his adherents.
4+ MS. of Cudworth.—See the above doctrine clearly illustrated, Thezon and
"Aspasio, Dial. 10, aear the end.
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system of divinity; that as this is either solidly established,
or superfic’ally touched, the whole structure of religion rises
graceful and magnificent, superior to assault, and beyond the
power of decay, or else it appears disproportionate and de-
fective, totters on its foundation, and threatens an opprobri-
ous fall; on the whole, these doctrines Mr. Hervey consider-
ed always in a practical way, not as they are general and ab-
stract truths, but as they are a word of salvation, becoming
a direct and immediate address unto every sinner who reads
his Bible or hears the gospel; that God sent these precious

declarations to the conscience of every sinful creature, who
" is favoured to read or hear them, that he may believe them,
rejoice in the abundance of their everlasting comfort, and be
holy in all manner of conversation.

In his early days his doctrinal views were quite opposite to
the genuine gospel ; he apprehended man still possessed of
sufficient strength to incline him to what was spiritually
good ; that, at least, God bestows upon men as much inter-
nal grace as is sufficient, if improven, to bring them to sal-
vation; that the effect of the death of Christ is, that hereby
God is reconcilable to all mankind ; that the terms of pardoa
and acceptance are faith and repentance: these and other
Arminian tenets he maintained. He owns with grief, after
he knew the gospel, that he was long a determined enemy
to the doctrines of grace, and would have joined in any
opposition against them ; when enlightened, he entirely dis-
carded these legal, unscriptural principles, and his mind was
cast into the mould of exact gospel truth.

SECT. 1.
THE EVANGELICAL TENOR OF MR. HERVEY'S PRINCIPLES.
Taar bis principles were strictly evangelical, appears from

his works at large, and from the following extracts of his let-
ters:—¢ When 1 ascribe the work of creation to the Son,
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I am very far from offering to exclude the eternal Father
and ever-blessed Spirit. I choose to state the important
point in this manner, because this is the manifest doctrine of
the New Testament, the express belief of our church, and
the most noble pecaliarity of the gospel revelation. I choose
it also, becaunse I would take every opportunity of incelcat.
ing and celebrating the divinity of the Redeemer; a truth
that lays a most solid foundation for all the cothfortable
hopes of a Christian ; a truth which will render the mystery
of our redemption the wonder and delight of eternity.”*
‘The gospel contains many sublime and glorious truths, but
there is one which, beyond all others, characterises its nature,
its import, and design, which makes it most eminently t8
differ from every other form of religion professed or known i
the world ; I mean the doctrine of free justification through
the righteousness of Christ. This is Yo the religion of Jesus,
what the particular features and turn of countenance are to
vach individaal person.  Particularly, what Mr. Hervey
tounted gospel, was the revelation of the divine Redeemer,
in his person, atonement, and fulness, to the most guilty,
Wamntmg their immediate trust and confideace therein. His
view wasnot to establish a standard for the hope of salvation,
as depending upon our inherent qualifications, whether called
convictions, faith, repentance, or by any other name; but
rather to establish an important comfortable truth, concern-
ing an open door of access to God by what Christ has done,
and salvation in him granted to the most guilty, on a suppe-
sition that every mouth is stopped, and all the world (in
every pretension and plea unto righteousness) become per-
fectly on a level before God. This truth hef apprehended
was the gospel, and when received, the faith o. every true
believer, and was necessary and essential to solid peace “of
conscience and true holiness of heart and life. These views
are illustrated in the following quotations :—¢ Works can
have no share in our justification, because there is iniquity in

® Madit, Vob L note,
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qur holy thiags ; they are done after an- imperfect manner,
or from improper views, or sullied with some secret self-
glorying, and therefore cannot recommend themselves, much
lpss the stuful doers of them, to infinite purity. Nay, if God
should enter into strict and rigorous judgment, I fear our
very best works would deserve punishment; and te think
that those performnces which deserve punishment can merit,,
either in whole or in part, in any measure or degree, an
eternal reward, is surely to misjudge the case. It seems to
be as false as to fancy that the addition of some dross would
enhance the value, or increase the lustre of refined gold.”*
¢ Once we were wedded to the law, now we are divorced,
from it. The law to us is dead, with regsrd to any pos-
sibility of proeuring our eternal happimess; we no more
dream of obtaining God’s favour and endless glory from
any works of the law, thap the widow expeets comfort,
maintenance, or issue from a deceased husband. When we
hear God’s righteous law repeated, we are taught hy. our
church, we are taught by the Spirit, to exereise repestance,
not to demand a recompense ; to say, mercy om us, forgive
us our disobedience, not reward us for our obs¢rvance. Have
we thea nothing to trust in? Yes, blessed be free grace,
we have s sure foundation, the rock of ages; we trust,
yea, we rejoice, in Christ Jesus.”} ¢ Salvatiem includes
newness of life: here many are prome to mistake; they
look upon holiness of hemrt and godliness of conversation
to be the condition of our everlasting welfare. They
call a sincere obedience one of the terms of abdaining salva~
tion, whereas it is a most essential and choice part of salva-
tion in itself ; we are redeemed and justified by Christ, nat bew
cause we do abound in all boliness, but that we may be zealn
ous of good works.”} ¢ Some holy men, ard excellemt
writers, I confess, have not scrupled to eall faith and repeund-
ance the. conditions of salvation, yet I eannot prevail on my~
self to admire or approve the language. I fear it tends to
embarrass the sincere soul, to darken the lustre of grace, and

® Letter'to Mr, Whitefield. + Evangelical Letters of Hervey.
1 Part of & Sexmon, Gospel Magazine,

\
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~ to afford too much occasion for boasting.”* ¢ In every part
of Christianity, our interest and our duty are connected.
When we are bidden to obey the blessed Jesus, we are bidden
teke the most effectual way of being happy in ourselves, and
acceptable to others. O! how amiable are thy courts, thou
Lord of Hosts! saith the Psalmist; and may not we, with
equal truth reply, O! how amiable are thy precepts, thow
Lord Redeemer ™4+ ¢ We look upon it as our privilege to
draw nigh unto God in all the duties of devotion, we would
not discontinue them for a thousand worlds; we prize holi-
ness as a most choice part of our bappiness, a blessing pur-
chased by the blood of our adorable High Priest; we there-
fore press forward as racers press toward the goal, or as the
chased hart flies to the water brooks.” ¢ Mr. , like
the Egyptian task-masters of old, requires men to make
brick without straw: ¢ Let us,’ says he, unmindful of our
impotence, ¢ make ourselves better, then go to Christ, who
will receive us for our works’ sake.’ The vilest of men have
just the same right to Christ and his merits as the best of
men ; a right founded, not on their awakened desires, nor
on any thing in themselves, but purely, solely, entirely, on
the free grace of a Saviour. We are all sinners, though in
a more or less degree; and we all flee to Christ, not as de-
serving, but as guilty creatures; a sad mortification to proud
worldlings, or to tbe self-righteous moralist, whom it is the
design of the gospel to humble.”§

The grand difference between the law and gospel is this, the
law requires a perfect obedience in our own persons, the gos-
pel accepts a perfect obedience paid by another, whieh is im--
puted to us, and reckoned as we ourselves had doneit. This.
is much like that other distinction, salvation is freely given,
yet dearly bought; freely given with regard to us, dearly
bought with regard to Christ; we are justified by works if
you regard our Surety, and justified without works if we re-
gard ourselves.

® Aspasio Vindicated. 4 Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 83.
$ Letters published by Col. Burgess. § Gen. Col. Let. 196.
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. In recommending a certain writer, he uses these words:—
¢ Dr. Crisp proceeds upon that important, but too much dis-
regarded principle, that we should work from life, but not for
life. Our works should proceed from the Spirit of the Lord
Jesus dwelling in our heart, and then they will be truly good.
They should aim, not at obtaining salvation, but at glorify-
ing him who hath obtained salvation for us."* ¢« When
God gives Christ, a portion more precious than all worlds, to
polr sinners freely ; when he gives his most blessed Spirit,
and all spiritual blessings, to poor sinners, then he acts in
conformity to his sublimely great and gracious attributes.
These mercies, then, let us cheerfully and confidently expect,
not because we are or shall be worthy, but because God is
inconceivably good; because his justice bemg glonﬁed in
Christ Jesus, there is no end of his compassions, there is no
measure of his liberality.”} ¢ Let us look to Jesus, the
blessed Son of Gad, delivered for our faults, and for all our
sins; consider not what I have done, what I have deserved,
but what Christ hath done, what Christ hath deserved.
There the glorious gospel answers, Christ hath done all things
well, and this is the ground of thy justification ; Christ hath
deserved eternal life, and this not for himself, but for thee.”}
¢ The notion that we are justified, not by the merits of Christ
imputed to us, but Christ himself formed in our heart, ¥
think is legalism, in its greatest subtilty, or highest refine-
ment. I will give an account of my faith; I am justified,
my soul is accepted, not because Christ has put his laws in
my mind, but shed his blood for my sins; not because I my-
self am enabled to walk in all holy conversation, but because
the Lord Jesus has fulfilled all righteousness as my Surety.”
¢ Life eternal is given, just as the manna was given in the
wilderness—the manna that each hungry Israelite might
gather and eat it; life eternal, that every poor sinner may

® Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 84.—*¢ I look on Dr. Crisp, as by no means
sn Antinomian, but as a deeply convinced and holy divine, pressing after gospel

4 Ibid. Let. 182, $ Ibid. Let. 98
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receive and enjoy it. But I bave no merit, nothing to de-
serve it ;—then you have just as much as the all-gracious
God requires. Without money and without price, is his
bountiful declaration. Freely, and abstracted from all de-
serts, are his gracious terms. You bave no merit, and I have
less than none. But has our divinely excellent Redeemer
nothing meritorious? For his sake this magnificent and glo-
rious gift is conferred. Net we ourselves, but Jesus Christ
the righteous, has obtained eternal redemption for us.”*
To a serious friend, whose views of the gospel were dark and
confused, he writes :—¢ Sincerest thanks for your benevo-
lent offices ; may they, through our great High Priest, and
the incense of Ais atonement, go up as a memorial betore
God, not as & demand (we may observe), not as a bill drawn
upon heaven, but only as a memorial. 1 believe in much
more than s possibility of salvation by Jesus Christ: 1 be-
Beve a full' and complete salvation, according to that moble
text, It is finished ; a salvatiom not to be acquired, but ab-
solutely given, according to that precions Scripture, God hath
given to us eternal life, not vpon some terms or pre-requi-
sites, but without any condition at all, according to that mose
gracious invitation, Whosoever will, let him take of the
water of life freely.” ¢ To found our expectations om this
bottom, (vis. the atonement revealed in the word of grace),
will be a mesns both of humbling and exalting us, of filling
us with shame, and yet with hope, that we may abhor our-
selves, and yet rejoice in God our Saviour. Many build
their hopes upon their religious duties and religious deeds;
such a building must be unavoidably shaken by every tempt-
ation, sapped by every warking of corruption ; these are in
no wise the foundation, but evidences rather we are fixed
upon it. - For my part, when I can exercise a grace, or per-
form a duty, that is abased by no imperfection, mingled with
ne corruption, then I will trust on self-righteousness; but till
then I must be very unreasonable, if I do not rely on my
llustrious Surety, fly to the ark of his wounds, and make

¢ Gen. Col. Let. 162,
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" mention of his righteousness only. This is all-sufficient, and
never faileth those that trust in him.”* _

A certain doctor having opposed an evangelical sentiment
maintained by Mr. Hervey, viz. that we must have a per-
suasion of our future enjoyment of the heavenly happiness
previous to our performance of holy duties, the above gen-
tleman writes; ¢ I ask Mr. Hervey, what is the foundation

_of such a persuasion " To which he replies: < Mr. Hervey
answers, Our free justification through Jesus Christ, which
we receive under the character of ungodly persons, Rom. iv.
5. consequently before the performance of good works. I
answer again, The free promise, ¢ God hath given to us
eterpal life,” 1 John, v. 11.  But is not this promise founded
on our duties and obedience ? No, but on the duties and obe-
dience of our great Mediator: ¢ This life is in his Son.”}
¢ We can never lay too little stress on our own performances,
or our own abilities, and never confide too much in Christ’s
righteousness and Christ’s intercession.”} ¢ God grant we
ministers do not accelerate the fall of our country, by ne-
glecting to warn every man, and exhort every man to the
great evangelical duty of believing, in order to promote na.
tional reformation, and to escape national destruction.”§
¢ Mr. (as I dare say you have often heard him)
speaks of heaven made easy, upon condition of obedience to
the gospel-commands. This would not be very easy to me,
yhatever it might be to Aim; but if heaven and eternal life
be the gift of God through Jesus Christ, and- given us on
account of his obedience, it is easy indeed. This is the way
of salvation pointed out to us by the wisdom of the Al--
mighty. May our eyes be enlightened to see this way,
which many wise men overlook, at which many great men
are offended.”|| ¢ In Psal. xcvi. 11—13. the Psalmist re-
Presents it as matter of joy, that the Lord God Omnipotent
was coming to judge the earth. Is not this the most start-

. ® Gen. Col. Let. 84. + Ibid. 103.—The whole of this letter is an able
defence of gospel-doctrine. 1 Letters 0 Lady F. Shirley, Let. 22,
§ Note to Sermon op the time of danger. §j Gen. Col. Let. 183,
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ling and tremendous prospect imagimable ¥ Should it be
replied, No, the righteous are exhorted to be looking for and
hasting to the coming of the day of God. To them it will
be a day of glorious recompense ; to them, therefore, it may
well be the object of joyful expectation. True, but the
Psalmist speaks of the carth. He means not the few right-
eous that were to be found in it, but the inhabitants of the
earth in general, who were in no condition to rejoice at the
coming of an infinitely holy Judge, who was to try the secrets
of their hearts. I see no possible way of removing this ob-
Jection, but by giving a peculiar interpretation to the word
Judge. Let it denote what the Judges of old, those illus.
trious conquerors, did for the afflicted Israelites. The same
only, in a spiritual capacity, will the Lord Redeemer do for
a ruined world. Then the passage will convey the following
truly delightful sense: Let the heavens rejoice, and let the
earth be glad, for he cometh not to summon the guilty nations
to his tribunal, but to deliver them from the guilt of sin, and
from the damnation of hell. He cometh, transporting news !
ineffable grace! to give himself for their ransom, and by this
immensely grand atonement, to redeem them from all ini.
quity, from its destructive consequences, and from its domi-
neering power.”®

In converse with a friend, sbout the ancient systems of
moral philosophy, he said, ¢ Give me any of their systems

of morals; I will take all their heathen virtues, and turn
~ them into Christian graces. I will represent them as flow-
ing from vital union with Christ, as animated with the Spirit
of Christ, and enforced with motives drawn from the gospel
of Christ.” To the same purpose he writes to a minister in
London, ¢ I am very much pleased with your explication of
In the Lord have I righteousness,—1 a sinner,} not I a new
and sanctified creature. This is encouraging, this is delight.
ful; it is like a door opened in the ark for me to enter;
blessed be God for such truths! Such truths make the gos-

® Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 99. + This truth is ablp
defended and practically improved by Booth in his Glad Tidings. ’
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pel gled tidings indeed to my soul; these are the only things
{ want, and the only things which ean give me combort, -nd
do me gpod.”*

- When Mr. Heryey explicitly maintsined these nnnylid
4mths, be received the following note from s judicious minis.
ter :— It gives xae 0o small pleasure to find that God hag
ruised up such gn advoeate for his grace and truth; I now
begin to entertsin hopes that the stumbling-blocks that have
for a Jong time been laid in the way of awakened souls,
will be more apd mere removed.” Indeed nothing could be
better calculsted for this purpose thes the scriptural doctrine,
that sipners, as sinners, without either preparative, or condi.
tion of eny good qualification, are allowed and warranted to
apply Christ to themselves, as he who justifies the ungodly :
this Mr. Hervey plainly maintained, and the sentiment pere
vades his works, particularly Theroo and Aspasio, and As-
pesio Vindicated, and constantly defended this evangelical
strain of doctrine, so as to be branded by Arminians with
Antinomignism; yet he made it clearly appear, by ‘his pro-
Kession and practice, that be was as much (if npt more) csn-
cerned to avoid every sia, and perform svery duty, as theee
wbo make their duties, in whole ar in part, their justifying
righteousness. We anly farther observe on this subject, the
great doctrines of Christ’s righteousness, of the revelation of
it in the word, and the reception of it by faith, were with
him not mere speculations, but practical doctrines, wherein
be felt s deep interest. His views of them were as follows :
d esteem God & Sovereign in his grace, to save (by the per-
fect obedience and satisfaction of Jesus) who, and how, and
when he plesseth, as he hath sovereigyly intepded ; and,
therefore, I can entertain no hope or assurance of any part
ead interest in what Christ has done, otherwise than his
word allows and directs; and in this word ] diseover, not
pnly a sufficient righteousness for the most guilty, but such
declarations, invitations, and promises, as fully authorise or
warrant me, a sinner, taking a share or part in this revealed

» Kower %0 M, Cudworths
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merey of God to the most unworthy and guilty; er, in dther
words, to claim or call him the Lord my righteousness, not
to obtain a title, but as warranted by divine declarations, and
as the divine method for sinners enjoying the sovereign mer-
ey in: Christ, in a way suitable to-the grant of it, that is, by
grace without works. That Christ hath done enough to jus-
tify the chief of sinners, is abundantly declared in the gospel;
but unless he is, in this gospel, given to me, as & sinner, I
do not see how this truth reaches the conscience. This i3
pained with particular application of guilt, and must be re-
lieved by a particular application of mercy. The question is
not, Wherewith shall the elect appear before God? but
Wherewith shall I appear before him? The pincking point
is not how can God be just? but have I any share in this
grace? I could appeal to the conscience of all, if any an-
swer can relieve in the least, but as it bears a close respect
to this; and that which gives not the full answer is not the
truth.

- Through these evangelical truths, Mr. Hervey, notwith-
standing the prejudice of his education and first views, had a
goepel-spirit eminently impressed upon his heart. He highly
regarded the exceeding riches of the grace of God, the ab-
solute sovereignty and freedom of the promises, the perfection
and excellency of Christ’s righteousness, and the clear and
sufficient warrant every man has to appropriate and enjoy all
salvation, us it is revealed and offered in the word of grace,
unto sinners of mankind. These he considered as the prin-
ciples of true holiness and solid: comfort, and found thein se
jn his own experience. Under the influence of these, he
says, ‘ My most profound adorations, and sincerest acts of
religion, must not presume to challenge a reward, but humbly
implore forgiveness. Renouncing, therefore, myself'in every
instance of duty, disclaiming all shadow of confidence in any
deeds of my own, may I now and evermore be accepted in
the Beloved.”®
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The following anecdote, related by him, clearly illustrates
the evangelical tenor of his principles:—¢ A valuable per-
son, whom I once knew, was roused from a habit of indo-
lence and supineness to a serious concern for his eternal wel-
fare. Convinced of his depraved nature and aggravated
guilt, be had recourse to the Scriptures and .te frequent
prayer; he attended the ordinances of - Christianity, and
sought earnestly for an interest in Christ, but found no sted-
fast faith, and tasted very little comfort. At length he applied
to an eminent divine, and laid open the state of his heart..
Short, but weighty, was the answer: ¢ 1 perceive, Sir, the
cause of all your distress; you will not come to Christ 4s a
siNNER : this mistake lies between you and the joy of reli-
gion; this detains you in the gall of bitterness; and take
heed, O take heed, lest it consign you to the bond of iniquity.’
This admonition never departed from the gentleman’s mind,
and it hecame a means of removing the obstacles of his
peace.”™ . : o

Indeed, he seems to have been peculiarly earnest that Ais
doctrine should be strictly evangelical. Having sent a set of,
Theron and Aspasio to Mr. Cudworth, he says, * Whenever,
you peep upon them, pray be so kind as note down any ex-
pressions or sentiments which are not theroughly evangelical.
I shall be pleased with them, and thankful for them, even
though I should not have, through the waat of a new edition,
an opportunity of inserting them in my volumes.”

Mr. Hervey, in adopting these evangelical principles, acted
not rashly, but with wisdom and great caution. So hewrites.
an able and evangelical divine, from whom he learned much
of the doctrine of grace ;—* My only aim is to find out the.
truth as it is in Jesus, which at present I am convinced is
with you. There is so much clearness and simplicity in your
doctrine; it is so suitable to the goodness of Ged, and so emi-
neatly conducive to the comfort, recovery, and happiness of
a sinner, that I cannot be persuaded to relinquish it. I
should be glad to maintain it in a convincing, yet the most

* Theron and Aspasio
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thoffetisive manwer.™® Whei forming his viéws of justifica.
tion by faith alone, to & correspondent who wished to brifig
him to the belief of the truth, he writes,—<* I eat Narddy
bring myself to assent to yout whele aécount of justification
by faith; this may perhaps piroceed from some obstiate pre-
ices, rather than any feasctiable and weighty scraple: If
#m wrong, be pleased to inform me; and God Almighty
¢ mé a child-like; unprefudiced, and tedehable spirit.
tay for me; that my ditis, which blind my understanding,
may be sabdued, and that; together with & right spirit, I may
im ol things. That text, Jaines
| toan is justified by warks, dnd
ot blot out of my thind. Indeed;
¢ unsettled and wavering, wheil
to alter thy reply, and say, Not
in conjuiction with it, & mati is
Justified. Give me leave to be your pupil in this importaitt
doctrine of Christianity. It is a kind and Christian prattice
to continue your endeavours of instructing the igrorant, dnd
éstablishing the doabtful, though they be slow of undetstand.
jiig to appirehend, ot slow uf heart ¢4 believe™ To another
minister he writes, on the sémé occasioh :—« If. Crisp pdis;
there is no wrath to bellevers; 'Christ has bore it all, ex
hausted it wholly, and carried it éleah awdy. This is toms
fortable doctrine; but Liow; he ssks his friend; will it éonsist
with some Scriptutes, tHat seéin td spesk the contrary sehtls
ment? with that passage in' Micah pariitulatly, © ¥ will bear
the indignation of the Eotd, bécduse I have sitihed agdimif
him® This is evidently the voice of a believer, of 4 cofi-
firmed believer, in the vety exercise of faith ; for he cally

God my God, and the God of my salvation.”} ‘
We have evéry reasoft to believe that Mr. Hervey’s Dia:
logued are illdstrdtive of his own experienté ; and if we eoti
sider the following extract, we will plainly perceive, that the
formation of his religions sentiments was the fruit of much

| ¥ Letter to Mr. Cudworth. + Lettet i Mz, Whitefieid, —
i Mg,
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perious deliberation :—* Give me leave to make an bonest
pod frank confession; I would conceal nothing from my
friend ; he shall have a sash to my breast, and throw it up at
his plessure, and see all that passes within. Though I never
dad any temptation to that pernicious set of errors which
pass under the character of Socinianism, yet I had many
searchings of heart, and much solicitous inquiry, how far we
are indebted to Christ’s active righteousness.® Thoroughly
persuaded that ¢ other foundation eould no man lay, tham
that is laid, even Jesus Christ,’ and that ¢ there is no other
name given under bheavem whereby men can be saved;
yet, whether we were not to confine our believing regards
to a dying Saviowr, was matter of considerable doubt: at
firet I was inclined to acquiesce in the affirmative ; after long
cemsideration and many prayers, my faith fixed wpon the
whole of Christ’s mediatorial undertsking, which began im
his spontaneous submission to the law, was carried on throagh
all his meritorioys life, and issued in his atoning death ; this
is now the hasis of my confidence, and the bulwark of my
happiness. 'This scheme recommended itself to my affec-
tions, as making the most ample provisien for the secnrity
and repose of a guilty eonscience, which, when alarmed by
the accusations of sin, is very approheasive of its condition,
and will not be comforted, till every scruple is satisfied, and
all the ghstructions to its peave are removed. Thus I Tea-
soned, Though there is undoubtedly something to be said on
the other side of the question, yet this is evidently the safest
imethod in sa affuir of infinite opnsequence. Whe weuld
not prefer the safest expedient? Should the righteousness
of Jesus Christ be indiopensably requisite as a wedding-gar-
ment, what will they do whena the great immortal King ap-
pears, who have refased to accept it? Whereas, should it wot
prove so abroluiely necessary, yet smueh 2 dependence eanmever
vhstruct oyr salvation, It ewm mever be charged on ws, 2s
an article of contumacy qr perverseness, that we thought too

'Hhhpndj@diﬂmﬁmopthh}dnginwﬁn@qtd,nq
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meanly of our own, too magnificently of our Lord’s obe.
dience ; so that, let the die turn either way, we are exposed
to no hazard. Upon a more attentive examination of the
subject, I perceived that this is the doctrine of our national
church, is enforced by the attestation of our ablest divines,
and has in all ages been the consolation of the most eminent
saints : that this is the genuine sense of Scripture, and not
some subordinate or inferior point incidentally touched upon
by the inspired writers, but the sum and substance of their
heavenly message, that which constitutes the vitals of their
system, and is the very soul of their religion. I was farther
convinced that this way of salvation magnifies, beyond com-
pare, the divine law, is no less honourable to all the divine
attributes, and exhibits the ever-blessed Mediator in the most
illustrious and delightful view. All these considerations, un-
der the influence of the blessed Spirit, have determined my
" judgment, and established my faith; so that I trust neither the
subtilties of wit, nor the sneers of ridicule, nor any other
artifice, shall ever be able to separate me from the grace and
righteousness which are in Christ Jesus.”*

Afterwards he was at great pains in forming his views of
the appropriation of faith. He consulted on this point the
oracles of truth, the writers of the Reformation, particularly
the Palatinate Catechism, and its explication by Altingius ;
Marshall on Fazth, in his treatise on Sanctification; and seve-
ral times read over some sermons by E. Erskine, on the Ase
surance of Faith.+

Mr. Hervey seems to have felt considerable difficulty on thu
point, in so far as it regards the weak and timorous believer;
and by letter consulted his friend Cudworth, who answers him
in the following words : —¢ 1s¢, There is a persuasion in the
weak believer, that assures, in an appropriating way, and of
the very same nature and kind with the persuasion that is
properly full assurance of faith, though it may be so small in

'® Theron and Aspasio, Let. 5.

4+ No writer on this subject seems fitter for private Christians than Mr.
Ebenezer Emskine, patticularly in his sermons, entitled, The assurance of faith
opened and applied, from Heb. x. 19—22., he manages the subject with so much
accuracy and plainness, and in a very practical and experimeéntal manner. :
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degree, and 50 embartassed with contrary suggestions, arising
from false teaching, &c. that they may not be so conscious of
it as to call it assurance, or even faith; and this case disco-
vers itself by their blaming their diffidence, praying against
their diffidence, and chiding themselves.—2d, The various
thoughts, fluctuations, and mistrustful suggestions, that may,
run through the mind of the man in whom faith is, is to be
no rule to us in describing its nature, or pressing the duty.
For my own part, I can much more readily admit unign with
Christ by the spirit of faith, (agreeable to Mr. Marshall),
than admit that the weakest act of faith is not appropriating
in its nature, as really, though perhaps not so discernibly,
as the strongest. All other acts, exclusive of this of appro,
priation, I cannot-tell how to allow to be true faith, or any
way to be depended upon : such allqwances seem to me to
tend to the establishment of self-righteousness, to which we
are continually prone, and causeth Christ to be neglected.
How ready are awakened souls to rejoice that they have pro-
bably got true faith, and shall therefore be saved, instead of
rejoicing that they have got a true and faithful Christ on
whom they may safely depend for all salvation. The con-
trary opinion may be covered with a tender regard for weak
souls ; but be that as it will, weak souls are to be comforted
with Christ, not with their own. faith.”® With the above
Mr. Hervey seems to have been satisfied.

The following extracts from his letters show his care
on this head. They are all addressed to intelligent gospel-
ministers. ¢ I am very much inclined to think that some-
thing of assurance, or something of personal application,
enters into the very essence of faith: this is the opinion
of both the Mr. Erskines ; this was the opinion of our Re-
formers, and I cannot but apprehend this is the doctrine
of the' Holy Ghost. May that unerring Spirit vouchsafe to
lead a poor ignoramus into all truth, establish my sentiment
if it be right, if it be wrong, extirpate it root and branch.-
I find many serious and godly people who cannot receive

s

® M8, Letter of Cudworth, |
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this tenet, nay, are very much against it ; however, I hope
they can bear with me, even though I should not think in every
particular exactly with them. You can, I am sure. O that
there was much more of this candour in the world and in
the church ! This is a point which I cannot persuade myself
to relinquish. It is the settled conviction of my soul. I
should be unfaithfal to my counscience, if I was to give it up,
or disguise it.”* To another he writes; ¢ When people in-
fuire whether sanctification is an evidence of justification, I
suppose by sanctifitation they mean what St. Paul calls the
fruits of the Spirit,—love of God, charity to man, meekness,
temperance, &c. Now, may we not allow these to be proper
evidences of faith; but maintain that appropriating faith, or
the faith of pmuasion, is the appointed means of produc-
ing them? Pray favour me with your opinion of 1 John
fii. 19. ¢ And hereby we kuow that we are of the truth,
and shall assure our hearts before him.’ This seems ome
of the texts least reconcileable to our doetrine.” At the
same friend he asks, ‘¢ How is it that godly people are
#0 averse to this doctrine 7" (viz. that sinful men, as such,
are warranted instantly to eppropriate Christ and his bless-
ings.) This seemed to bim no trifling objection. His
friend remarks on the above, that the godly people mis-
took him, by apprehending all he said in the light of the pro-
perly qualified faith; whereas his views were the contrary,
as they conld make me hesitation sbout confiding in the Lord
Jml, if, as they termed it, their evidences were glear ; sb be
made no hesitation of confiding in the Lord merely as o
guilty sioner, without waiting for any evidences of grace, the
divine declarations to the guilty answering to him as the
foundation of his confidence, as their evidences would to
them, if they could conceive them to be clear.+ To another
friend, along with his MS. on that point, he writes; ** What
flo you think of my sentiments and reasonings on the grand
gubject of faith? Is the article of assurance wound wp too
tight? Cam some of my brethren bear with me, if I speak

® Letter to Mr. Whitiel. 4 Letter to Mr. Cudworth.
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But slightly of that celebrated distinction, the fhith of ddhers
ehee and the faith of essuranee?” In another letter to the
same, along with some objections to his doctrine, he says,
¢ You see how holy and wise persons are against my doce
trine of faith. The Lord Jesus guide me continually, guide
me espetitlly in this'important point ! The moré I think of
the matter, the less I am inclined to recede from my opinion.
I should be glad not to offend these excellent persons, yet,
with a decent firmaness, would maintain what seems to mé
the truth of the gospel.”® In these views he would have
been glad to have had the concurrence of all the pious and
wise, bat he durst not purchase their approbation, nor ate
teipt a coalition of sentinent, by diminishing the boundless
riches of grace, or restricting the absolute freeness of salva-
tion by Christ.

Mr. Hervey also appears to have acted mth much open-
ness and smpaitialily in adopting and maintaining these evans
gelieal principles. He carefully read books of able opponehts
10 these doctrifies; he mentions particularly Fowler's Desigh
of Christianity, Taylor on Qriginal Biit, &c. To = corres=
potident he says, ¢ My ohly aim is to find out the truth as
it is in Jesus. Truth, the truth of the gospel, is my peatl,
wherever I -find it. Thither, without respect to names,
would ¥ resgrt. May that gracious promise be fulfilled to us
in out revearches, ¢ The Lord shall guide thée continually.t
As to the doctrine ufider consideration, (the simner’s access to
the Savioyr, and the appropriation of faith), I have given a
favourable and attentive ear to all that is said against it; and
yet the more it is attacked, the more I am convinced of its
truth. The Lord Jesus enable me to deliver and testify,
with clearness of semtiment and meekness of temper, what I
am persudded in my own conscience is the true gospel of
grace! -1 think to add in a note (to Theron and Aspasio),
4 friendly invitation to any sérious and ingenuous person on
- the Other side, to sift this important subject; professing, if
it can be proved erroneous, I will retract and. renounce, not

PP U T
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only without reluctance, but with pleasure and thankfulness.) -
On the same subject he says, I shall not be at all displeased,
if any judicious and godly friend will write against me: if I
cannot answer his arguments, I will readily. submit to his
judgment ; not be chagrined at the opposition, but thank him
for the correction.”® To another friend he writes ; < I should
be very glad if you would: read that dialogue you mention
with a critical attention ; if you would point out the places
where you think I am confused in my apprehension, injudi~
cious in. method, or weak in argument. As you have so
thoroughly studied the point, and so often taught the doc-
trine, you must easily see where the essay lies apen.to ob-
jection, and where the point might receive additional strength.
You would much oblige le, if you would do this with the
utmost impartiality and freedom. Do, Sir, review Dialogue
16, and favour me with your free remarks and friendly im-
provements.”} Afterwards he writes to a literary friend :—
¢ I have sent you the third edition of Theron and Aspasio.
You will observe I have made some alterations in Dialogue
16, and that I still adhere to my first opinion with regard ta
faith. I shall be truly glad and thankful, if you will exa-
mine me with the rigour of a critic, and muster up against
my doctrine the strongest objections you can conceive; for I
do earnestly and frequently pray, that not any notion of
mine, but the holy truth of God, may prevail.”} ¢ All hu-.
man writers have their mistakes; I am not so fond of my
favourite Marshall,§ as not willingly to have his mistakes,
pointed out. Pray be so kind as show me how Mr. Mar-,

® Letter to Mr. Whitefield. - 4 Letter to Mr. Cudworth.

1 Gen. Col. Let. 150. ’

§ The famed poet, William Cowper, Esq. has the following words :— Mar.
shall lies on my table, and is an old acquaintance of mine. Ihnvebothrendhim,'
and heard him read, with pleasure and edification ; the doctrines he maintains are,
under the influence of the Spirit of Christ, the very life of my soul, and the soul of .
all my happiness. I think Marshall one of the best writers, and the most spirit-
ual expositor of Scripture, I ever read : I admire the strength of his argument and
the clearness of his reasoning, upon the parts of our holy religion which are least
understood, (even by real Christians), as master-pieces of the kind.”—Mr. Mare
shall’s sentiments of faith, and its warrant, were fully adopted by Mr, Hervey. |
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shall’s method may be improved, for I would gladly tread
in his steps, on this account as well as others, that I may
Jhave an opportunity of acknowledguig his mutakes, and cau-
-tioning my reader.”

One reason among others of his great love Lo evangelical
truth, ‘was his experience of its power and sweetness upom -
‘his own heart. ¢ I am more and more convinced that Mar-
‘shall’s doctrine is the doctrine of the gospel. To this my
reason subscribes ; this I think is taught in the Scriptures ;
this, I am sure, is ratified and approved by my own daily ex- .
perience.”®  Of the same writer he says, « I think the doc-
trine contained in ——— the very marrow of the Scripture.
I daily experience it to be the medicine of my better part,
or.the most sovereign balm to comfort the conscience, and
purify the heart.”} Mentioning two eminent gospel-doc-
trines, he says,  They are, I am very certain, the sovereign
consolation of my own soul; at least, they are the channel and
conveyance of all comfort to my heart.”} Of his regard to
evangelical doctrine we may say,

Quite above all, his luxury supreme,

And his chief glory was the gospel theme ;
Ambitious not to shine or to excel,

But to treat justly, what be lov'd so well.

These, and other evangelical principles, were opposed by
several of Mr. Herveys esteemed literary friends. Under
this circumstance he adhered to them ; and says, * Dr. ——
thinks the doctrine delivered in Marshall’s book to be incon-
sistent with Scripture, and repugnant to reason; whereas I
think it contains the very marrow of Scripture, consequently
isreason in its highest -refinement. God long ago foretold,
that but few could understand and reeeive the evangelical
~ truth. The attributes of the Deity will stand clear from all
impeachment, if we demonstrate, that this doctrine is most
excellently calculated to humble the sinner, to exalt the Sa-
viour, and promote filial obedience. Men of superior abili-

® Letter to Mr. Cudworth, = 4 Gen. Col. $ Letter to Mr. Hog.
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ties too often lean to their own understandings, and rejett
the guidance and teaching of the Holy Ghost; mqt becsuse
these are not mentioned, insisted om, promised in the gospel,
but because they fancy themselves capable ‘of comprehend-
ing, without supernatural aid, the deep things of God: but
may we be sensible, ever sensible, that all eur sufficiency is
of God, and not blush to be the humble pupils of the Hee~
venly Teacher, who hideth these things from the wise and pru-
dent, and revealeth them unto babes. Let the. objections of
such learmed and ingenious men teach us to distrust our owa
ahility, not to lean on our own understanding, but seek more
eamestly for the spirit of wisdom and revelation.”®

He, on this subject, uses a little pleasantry with his friend
Dr. Stonehouse: ¢ Tell our ingenious friend at ,
1 did not give a direct answer to his question, it was because
he stated it improperly. His manner was like making a raw
spothecary’s apprentice the proper judge of a dector’s bill
If such a ehap should take upon bim to say, ¢ Doctor, your
language is unintelligible, your recipes are injudicious,” what
answer would you make ? - Some such answer must be made
even to Dr. C—— and Mr O-—, if they or Dr.
maintain, or would insinuate, that the Mystery of Sanctifica-
tion, as delineated by Marehall, is usintelligible and injudi-
cious, merely because they do not immediately discern its
propriety.”

In this evangelical knowledge he remarkably increased.
That he might have more enlightened views of the gospel,
he was much engaged in ferveat prayer for the spirit of know-
ledge and of a sound mind. 8o he writes; ¢ O my dear friend,
what need bave we of prayer, to be guided eright amidst so'
many different opinions of great and -good mem,—Arminius,
Calvin, Baxter, all excellent men in their way, yet bow di-
vided in their notions! God of his unerving wisdom assist
us in all our determinations! God of his infinite mercy de-
fend us from all error, and grant that we may be true fol-

# Gen. Col. Let. 23,
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Jowers of our Lord and Saviour, who is a light to lighten
the Gentiles.”® He also gladly availedhim of the assistance
of judicious friends to.correct his works, and of the perusal
of any theological treatise he had not seen. To express this
in his own words: ¢ I am desirous of being taught by the
labours of learned men; more desirous of being taught by
the written word of revelation; but amidst all, and above
all, to be taught of God, or, as our liturgy very boldly, but
not improperly, explains the prophet, taught by the inspira-
tion of God’s Holy Spirit.” He also says, it was the desire
of his soul to delight in the unscarchable riches of Christ, as
revealed in the doctrines of grace, and that whencver Ae wan-
dered from this path, he lost his peace, and hope, and tran-
quillity. ¢ You will then allow that I have reasons, wotwith.
standing every contrary suggestion, to adhere inseparably to
this way.™} '

When Mr. Hervey’s writings became generally known in
Scotland, the friends of evangelical truth} in that country,
of different denominations, communicated to him a variety
- of treatises on the doctrines which he had defended, at that

time little known in England. Among these the prineipal
were, the Marrow of Modern Divinity,§ with metes by Mr.
Boston, his treatise on the Covenant of Grace, Trail’s Ser-
mons, Answer to Queries by Messrs. Boston, Erskines, &c.;
this last he had earnestly wished to peruse. Another eminent
mean of -the increase of his knowledge, was his large corres-
- pondence with learned and evangelical ministers and others ;
he asked their opinion of difficult texts, proposed objections,
and received their answers. These letters, be tells us, he
carefully preserved, and when their number and size increas.
ed, formed them into a volume, which, he apprehended,

® Gen. Col. Le. 198, 4+ Tbid 23,

1 Ameng these he mentions Messrs. Trail and Hog of Edinburgh, and an un.
known frind st Dunfermline.

§ Bec Gespel Trach, fust published, contsining an accoust of therise, the man.
agement, thelssue, and dibsts of these wisely managed controversies mopesting the
above beok, with the character and asmtiments of its mest etainent ficads, who sp-
peared or wrete in s dcfonce end vimdiontios.
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would be as valuable as any in his study. His frequent een-
verse in his family, too, and with his friends, on Scripture
texts and points of doctrine, added much to his stores of divine
knowledge.. The above valuable baoks were of the utmost ser-
vice to Mr. Hervey, and tended greatly to extend his views of
evangelieal truth. These he most gratefully received ; and,
after perusing them, he writes of them in the following words:
¢ Mr. Trail was a workman that needed not to be ashamed.
He knew how clearly to state, and solidly to establish, the
faith of God’s elect, and the doctrine according to godliness.
I never read the Marrow with Mr. Boston’s notes till this
instant, (1755), and I find by not reading I have sustained a
considerable loss. * It is a most valuable book; the doctrines
it contains are the life of my soul and the very joy of my
heart. Whatever some people may think of them, I sin-
cerely wish to live and die under their influence. - The notes
of Mr. Boston are, in my opinion, some of the most judi-
cious and valuable that ever were penned. Might my tongue
or pen be made instrumental to recommend and illustrate, to
support and propagate such precious truths, I should bless
the day wherein I was born. Boston on the Covenant of
Grace is an excellent treatise” Any judicious person
who compares his Meditations with Aspasio Vindicated
will clearly see his advance in knowledge by this means.
His acquaintance also with Mr. Cudworth,* which com-

® As there is often reference to this gentleman in the Memoirs, it may be pro-
per to give the following account of him. Like Mr. Hervey, he gained his evangeli.
cal knowledge, not by education, but by reading. Besides the Word of God, he
was providentially led to the perusal of Dr. Owen on 130th Pealm, the Sermons of
Ralph and Ebenezer Erskines, the Marrow of Modern Divinity with Boston’s
notes, and Marshall on Sanctification : by these, under the divine blessing, he ob-
tained much clear and accurate information on the doctrine of grace. Having known
the grace of God in truth, he commenced preacher in Mr. Whitefield’s connection,
in which he continued for a considerable time, and was theintimate friend of Cennick.
He died pastor of an Independent congregation, Margaret Street, Oxford Road,
London. By his writings he appears to have been an accurate thinker, and well in~
formed in the doctrines of grace, particularly in the nature and warrant of saving
faith. His acquaintance with Mr. Hervey began in 1765. After this he was emi.
nently useful in reviewing and correcting that good man’s writings, particulasly
Theron and Aspasio, Dial. 15 and 16, and Aspasio Vindicated. He wrote one of
the best vindications of the doctrines 0p grace, in opposition to Sandeman’s Lettery
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commenced about this time, was much blessed to him for the
same end. The occasion of this is represented by Mr. Cud-

worth in the following words: —¢¢ After the first edition of-

Theron and Aspasio came out, I found Mr. Hervey was so

much one mind with me, as that he had displayed the argu-.
ment and two illustrations of my book concerning Marks-

and Evidences. This encouraged me to send him a present
of Marshall, which I had abridged about two years before.
Immediately on this he wrote to me, informing of the oppo-
sition he met with, and requested me to review and amend
his works, particularly Dialogue 16.”* After this, by fre-
quent interviews with Mr. Cudworth at Weston, and corres-
pondence} by letter, Mr. Iervey’s views of gospel-truth
were much enlarged and improved. This was the case par-
ticularly during the last four years of his life. His increase
in evangelical knowledge will be ohserved by those who care-
fully compare the first and later editions of his works, parti-
cularly his Dialogues; and is especially evident in the re-
newed amendments designed by Mr. Hervey on that work,

and left by him, when he died, to be inserted in the next edi-
tion.} They chiefly refer to passages which might be under-
stood as making thirstings, awakenings, earnest prayers, sor-
rows, tears, good desires, or sense of unworthiness, as a
warrant for confidence. This Mr. Hervey acknowledged was
inconsistent with his main design, which was to display the

and Bellamy’s Dialogues. He published a sermon on Mr. Hervey’s death, and
three valumes of tracts on religious subjects. He intended to have published what
he called the Evangelical Library, containing an abridgment of the best divines,
from the Reformation to his own time, in six volumes 12mo. DMr. Hervey desired
that an abridgment of Theron and Aspasio might make one volume. He only
lived to publish some sermions of Simson, tracts of Eaton and Richardson, and an

sbriggment of Marshall on Senctification. He also debated some points of gospel. -

doctrine, 'in a correspondence with Mr. Sandeman, at Mr. Hervey’s desire. He
died in 1763, in the comforts of the doctrines of grace, leaving behind him a cha-
racter for eminent holiness and integrity. See a Memoir of his experience, Christian
Magasine, Nov. 1808. *

® Cudworth’s MS.

+ Bee a judicious summary of this correspondence, Cudworth’s defence of
Theron and Aspasio.

$ An edition with these amendments was Iately published by the Compiler of
those Memoirs.

E

~
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riches of grace, snd direct men to eome to God, by him enly:
who is able to save to the uttermost ; but he had been drawn
into the above way of expressing bimself by too great regazd
to carrent expressions, in sermons and theological treatises.
For several years before his death, be believed, that thoygh
a sense of @ sinful lost state is necessary fo move us to take
Christ, and not be careless about this important affair, yet it,
is not at all necessary to give us any right or warrent to take.
him. He on this head could adopt the lines of an author be
much esteemed for his evangelical knowledge :—

4 Though none will come till conscious of their want,
Yet right to come they have by sov'reign grant ;
Such right to Christ, his promise, and his grace,
That all are damn’d that hear and don’t embrace:
8o freely is th® unbounded call dispens’d,
We find therein ev’n sinners unconvinc'd,
‘Who know not they are naked, blind, and poor,
Couneel'd to. beg or buy at Jesus’ door,
And take the glorious robe, eyc-salvs, and golden store.”
ERSKINE's SONNETS. )

Indeed, as he increased in evangelical knmowledge, the fol.:
Towing position rose high in his esteem :— That the gospel of
Christ is a complete warrant for the most ungodly person to
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. This truth he, after much
thought, considered as a capital article of revealed truth, and
as essential to the genuine gospel. He adopted it as express-
ing an important fact, in which the perfection of our Lord’s
vicarious work, the honour of divine grace, the peace of dis-
tressed consciences, and the true sanctification of our hearts
and lives, were deeply concerned.

The following contrast will illustrate these observations,
and manifest the increase of Mr. Hervey's knowledge of the-

gospel. e

Tueron and Asrasro, Third Edition.

Aspasio.—Instead of, * If Amendments. .
any man, however unworthy = Read, ¢ If any man, how-
his person, or obnoxious his ever unworthy his person, or
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charséter, thivst, thirst for
the blessings of my evange-
Kcal kingdos, let him come
unto me, the fountain of liv-
ing waters, and drink his fill.
Youyourself, T'heron, scknow-
ledge that you leng for the sa-
ered privileges of the gospel;
your heart is awakewed into
bebitual and lively desires af-
ter the salvation of Christ.
What is this but m a spirit-
wal sense to thiret ? To yeou,
therefore, this promise is made;
to you the riches of this be-
nign dispensation belong.”

P.269. Says Theron,
¢ Thus much I may venture
to profess in my own behalf,
that I long for this blessing
(of pardon), I pray for this
blessing; but I cannot see
my title to this comprehen-
sive and inestimable blessing
clear.”

P. 251. Aspasio.—So that
nothing is required in order
to our participation of Christ
and his benefits, but a convic-
tion of our need, a sense of
their worth, and a willingness
to receive them in the ap-
pointed way.

. P. 289. Says Theron,
“ An evergreen the right-
eousness of Christ is, but it
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obnoxioushischaraeter, thirst,
thirst for something to make
him happy, let him not seek
to that which satisfieth not,
but let him eome to me, the
fountain of living waters, and
drink his fill.”

Aspasio.—I behold it per-
fectly ‘clear, not becamse yow
long or pray for it, but be-
cause the all-sufficient right-
eousness is granted to you, a
sinner, in the record of the
gospel. '

So that nothing is required
in order to our participation
of Christ and his benefits;
we receive them as the freest
gifts, as matters of mere’
grace.
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seems to be quite out of my
reach.”

Aspasio. Are you sensible
that you need the immaculate
and perfect righteousness of
our Saviour ?

Theron. Was Jonah sen-
sible how much he needed the
cooling shelter of his gourd,
when the sun smote fiercely
upon his temples, and all the
fervours of the fiery east
were glaring around him? So
is your Theron sensible, that
without a better righteous-
ness than his own, he must
be inevitably condemned by
the sentence of the law, and
camnot possibly stand before
a holy God.

Aspasio.—Remember, then,
what our Lord says to suck
persons, ¢ Come unto me, ye
that labour and are heavy
laden,” &c.

P.S21. Let the convinced
sinner and the afflicted soul
trust in the name of the Lord.

MEBEMOIRS OF MR. HERVEY.

It seems to be quite eut of
my reach.

Aspasio.—That is because
you imagine something to be
done by vou to entitle to this
immaculate and perfect right-
eousness: you give no credit
to these declarations of hea-
ven, which bring it near to
your view, and home to- your"
conditior. Remember re-
ther the words of our Lord,
* Come unto mnie, all ye that
labour and are heavy lades,
and I will give you rest.”

Let the most wrelched sin-
ner and most afflicted soul
trust in the name of the Lord.

These improvements were occasioned by Mr. Sandeman’s

observations.*

On this important point Mr. Helv'vey's opinion, in his last
days, was the following :—Before the sinner will believe on
the name of the Son of God, he must be convinced that he

® Sce Sandeman’s Letters on Theron and Aspasios
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is guilty, depraved, and cobnoxious to the wrath.of God:
that ‘he can neither atone for his guilt, nor do one thing
which is pleasing to God: that the demands of his dishen-
oured Lawgiver, in point both of obedience and satisfaction;
are most just and equal: that every other dependence but
the Divine Redeemer is highly criminal and ruining.  This
conviction he viewed as no condition of our closing savingly
with Christ, as if it gave us any right or warrant te believe -
on him; but as to the natural man, the great and irresistible
motive, whereby he is constrained te fix his alone and whole
dependence upon the Saviour. The degrees of such convic-
tions, and the effects of them, Mr. Hervey apprehended
could not be ascertained by any precise standard-; only, in
general, the conviction of our lost state must be so deep, as to
cut-off all our dependence for happiness on our own righteous-
ness, -on creature assistances, and on the erroneous general
views of divine mercy, without a necessary respect to Christ
as the propitiation for our sins.

His discrimination of doctrine also gives us plam evidence
of his progressin evangelical knowledge. 1In the first days of
his religion, he, through want of knowledge, and excessive
candour, does not manifest much talent of this sort ; so he
recommends some authors at that period, as Lucas on Hap-
piness, which he would net have done afterwards. Like other
judicious divines, be knew well how to distinguish how faith -
is warranted, and how it ¢s wrought; the grounds of faith and
evidences of ‘it; ‘the difference between law and gospel, and
their harmony; a working for life and from it. Among other
instances we have the following : —¢¢ Thanks for Mr. Mason’s
QOdes : Polished performances. ’Tis a pity but gratitude to
the Supreme Benefactor actuated our hearts and guided our
pens. The rich benefits of memory, displayed by the ele-
gant Mr. Mason, and not one acknowledgment to the blessed
Author ofall; the Poet shines, but where is the Christian ?"*
A friend having sent him a theological MS., he writes him:
“ You see, by the expressions I have taken the liberty to

®  en. Col Let. 163
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underline, that Mr. sees the great truths of Christian~
ity inverted ; just as we see objects in a concave speculum;
The good works, according to his scheme, are the recom~
mending cause, and the blessed Redeemer only like the mas,
ter of the ceremonies, merely to introduce them with a good
grace. No, we have not so learned Christ ; he is our right-
eousness, as well as our sanctification. We are accepted in the

"Beloved ; in him shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and

in him shall they glory.”® ¢ I cannot think the manuscrip$
sermon whieh you have now sent me, is of such distinguished
excellenee as to deserve publication. It does not seem caky
culated either to alarm, to comfort, or impress. - There ip
mothing of the orator, mo searching applieation, no- striking
address. The preface is not so judiciqus as I could wish: it
anticipates what is said under the follewing heads, and ren+
ders some part of them tautological. - The text is not ex-
hausted ; of several emphatic words no notice is taken. Of ¢ J
say untp you, ye shall in no case enter inte the kingdom of hea~
ven,’ nothing particular is said. Indeed, there is a hint or
two in the conclusion referring to this subject, but too rams
bling, indistinct, and not with such a similarity to the text as
might be observed. The preacher suppeses all his hearers tq
be of the same character, and ranks them all in one class; o
practice which diseerning people will not admire, and which
is hardly consisteat with the apostolical rule, rightly dividing
the word of truth, ar with our Lord’s direction, to give each
his portion swited ta their respective states.”; ¢ 1 am much
pleased with your remasks o8 Dr. ——'s sermon. I saw
it some time ago, and thought with you that he entirely mis.
took the meaning of his text; " that bis views of the gospel
were very dim, and his accoynt of that miracle of grace, sal,
vatiop by Clrist, very lame. I bad also the bappiness to be
thoroughly of ‘your opision with regerd to his injudiciens
outcries against reason.”} ¢ Pray did you ever xead Dw.
Delany'’s sermons? He wen famed, I am told, for being &
wost aocomplished: gontdeman.  He really has mpre of the

® Gen. Col Let. 164. - 4 Thids 168 4 Gen. Col.
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t¢ruth of the gospel in his twelve sermons, than in all the po-
lite sermons I ever read in my life. Fer my part I get no
_store by our modern discourses: mnay, I can hardly bear to
read sech insipid, unevangelical haramgues. Much rather
would I read an oration in Tully,or a dissertation in Seneca.”®
A friend highly recommending to him Dowham’s Christian
Warfare, he procured it, and observes, ¢ He is, indeed, a
pleasing, perspicuous writer; the language remarkably pure
and correct. He is very experimental, and enters into the
distresses of tempted souls. Many things are sweet, com-
fortable, charming. Sometimes, I think, he draws a little
veil over the grace of God, not suffering it to blaxe out ia
its full Justre and glory. Don't you think be is somewhst
imacourate in stating the nature of justification, lib. ii. ch. 507
¢ Justification,’ he says, ¢.consisteth in two parts; the firsl,
remission of our sins, for the fyll satisfaction of Christ by
his death and sufferings; the other, the imputation of his
babitual and active righteousness.” Should it not rather be,
¢ Justification eonsists of two parts; the first, remissipn of
our sins ; the second, being perfeetly righteous in God’s sight;
and both these spring from the imputation of Christ’s right-
eousness to the poor sinner ™f * I am glad to hear that
Mr. —— is so full of joy. May his joy be lasting, as well as
flowing! Though I sincerely wish it, yet I can bardly
expect it ; for I think Ais notions are calculated to bring the
soul into bondage, and oppress it with sadness, rather than
create that peace of God, which passeth all upderstanding,
or shed abroad that love in the heart which no man taketh
from us.”  The merits of Christ is an amhiguoys phrase,
and of dubious import, and what I can by no means admire,
and what almost any sect or beresy will subsoribe. Though
W has Ben weed by many valuable writers, why should we
not rather use the expressions of the apostle, justified hy the
Woed of Christ, mads vighteous tnj#is dbeditnce 1"t

® Gen. Gl Lnt. 102 +GerCol. -

¥ Note to Theron and Aspasio Vindicated.—In the letter, termed ¢ Reconcili-
ation to God, previous to our performing holy dutics,” we have clear evidence of
the abgve discvisnipasion.
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The ground on which Mr. Hervey’s faith of the above prin-
ciples rested, was the authority of God. In his case, it was
not the prejudice of early education ; for we know there was.
a period when his sentiments were exceedingly different. It
was not the mere force of rational conviction. Though he
well knew, and wisely estimated the importance of the evi-
dences of Christianity, yet, considering his religious senti-
ments as intimately and inseparably connected with his in-
terest in the divine favour, with his comfort in the present
state, and his happiness during an eternity of existence, he
formed them from a careful attention to the Holy Scriptures,
and believed them from a supernatural perception of their
divine authority. It gave him also much pleasure, and in-
deed surprised him, that in the belief of these principles be
found himself in the company of the Reformers. So he
. writes; *“ I must own I am strongly inclined to side with
the Reformers; I cannot but think they adhered to the sim-
plicity of the gospel.™ < This doctrine (of grace as pro-
ducing holiness) is not to be considered as the particular
opinion of James Hervey, but it is the general opinion of our
exemplary Reformers, it is the doctrine of our articles and
our homilies,”}

SECT. II.

HI8 VIEWS OF FAITH AND HOLINESS.

T, promote faith and holiness, was, next to the glory of
God, the great end of bis ministrations. Of the nature of
both, he entertained the most just views. In the days of his
self-righteousness, as he used to call them, he considered faith
as a meritorious qualification, or a doing something to war-
rant our approach to God as a Judge, a certain piece of obe-

® Gen, Col. Let. 138, ) 4+ Ibid, Let, 100,
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dience, which in a great measure superseded the righteous-
ness of Jesus. He was ready to found his confidence towards
God, upon a consciousness of having endeavoured to walk
sincerely and steadily in the ways of religion. These views,
he afterwards saw, were a renouncing the gospel, and a build-
ing on self, and the covenant of works. But after he knew
the truth, he apprehended saving faith must be always regu-
lated by the gospel, the doctrine of faith. In Mr. Hervey’s
view, all revealed truth ought to be highly valued and be-
- lieved ; but he judged, that the special subject of the gospel
was Carist ; and that preaching Christ, according to the di-
rection of the word of God, was preaching the gospel. To
exhibit Christ, our Saviour and our Lord, made of God to
sinful men, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemp-
tion, was with Mr. Hervey the sum of the gospel. He ap-
prehended, gospel declarations were made in a form that war-
rants every person, merely in the character of a guilty un-
done sinner, to depend on Christ alone for complete salvation,
and to rest assured, that a gracious, faithful God, will be to
him, and do to him, all that is imported in these general de-
clarations, which testify the grace of God unto mankind
sinners, of whom he isone. He also considered, that these
declarations do not only constitute a sinner’s warrant to pos-
sess the Saviour and eternal life, but oblige him, as his bound-
en duty, to judge them faithful sayings, and to depend upon
them, as the sufficient, the alone ground of his sure and un-
deceiving hope. Under these views, faith in Christ, in his
apprehension, not only believed a divine word, but consists,
as he says, « in a real persuasion, that God is pleased to give
Christ and his salvation, to give him freely, without any re-
commending qualification, or preparatory conditions ; to give
him, not to some sinners, dut to me, a sinner in particular.
It is likewise an actual receiving of Christ, with all his bene-
fits, privileges, and promises of the gospel, in pursuance of
the divine grant, and on no_other warrant than the divine
gift- Thislast office is an essential part, or the principal act of
faith; to perform which, there is no rational nor possible way,
unless we do in some measure persuade and assure ourselves,
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that Christ and his salvation are ours, (vis. in the offer)."® Hg
saw now, that faith is not that which gives us a claim to Chrisg
sud eternal life, but that by which we really claim and re-
ceive him, with all his unsearchable riches, upon the footing
of the free and faithful promise ; that faith is not that which
gives us either our liberty, ground, or warrant to trust in
Christ our Saviour, but that it is that by which we trust upon
him, having all our liberty to do so from the. free exhibition
and grant of Christ, and the free invitations of the 'goopel.
¢¢ Faith is a real persuasion, that the blessed Jesus has shed
his blood for me, and fulfilled all righteousness in .my atead;
that by this great atonement and meritorious obedience, he
has purchased, even far my :stnful seuls reconchlistion with
God, sanctifying grace, and every spiritual blessing,”.

- This definition of faith, given in Theron and Aspasie, Let.
10, Mr. Hervey apprehended might, at first view, dissetisfy
and alarm even some pious people, including, as they appre-
hended, too great a degree of assurance : But, says he, ¢ If
they please to take it in conmection with the explanation and
adjustment, delivered in the 16th Dialogue, I hope all caune
of disapprobation or surprise will vanish. I flatter nxyself,
that the sentiment will be found, not only comfortable to thie
sinaer, but agreeable to Scripture, and truly unexceptionable,
as well as highly desirable.” He farther says, Christ died fou
ie, scems to be the faith preaclled and taught by the aposs
tles."+ ¢ The life 1 live in the flesh, the life of holimess;
usefulness, and comfort, I live by the faith of the Son of
God.”  What this faith is, he explains in ¢the next sertencs.

¢ By viewing the Son of God, as loving me, and giviag hims
gelf for me.”}. In another private letter, writing of thd
Thessalonians teceiving the gospel, be remarke; % Receiving
the gospel,—What is meant by that expression-? ‘Believing
that the apostles were no impostors, that Christ was tlie trak
Measiah ; ‘this, and abusdantly meve, I apprehend, it implies;
that Christ died, not for.sis only in geheral, but for our siks

T -

® Hervey's Preface to Mursiall on Sanctification. '
+ G Ood Leet. 98- ‘ :meu:.cwrm .
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fn particular : that he bore all their iniquities, in his own
bleeding body and agonising soul, on the accursed tree: that
all their crimes being fully expiated, the most rigorous jus-
* tice would not demand double payment; and, consequently,
that there remaineth no condemnation for them.* This is
the glad tidings, to which they not only attended, and assent.
ed with a apeculative assent, but with a personal application
of it, each to his own particular case. I shall subjoin far--
ther on this head (says Mr. Hervey), what I take to be s
very accurate explication of the apostle’s celebrated definition

® The above account of faith, as it has for its vbject the death and righteous-

ness of Christ, Mr. Hervey explains in his last corrections of Theron and Aspasio,
in the following words :—¢ This righteousness, as it was wrought out in the name
and stesd of the guilty, enemics and rebellious, was wrought out in my mame, and
in my stead ; thatis, in & name and character that undoubtedly belongs to me,
and, according to the declaration of divine grace, sufficiently authorises me to draw
near to God thereby.” An able apologist for Mr. Hervey on this point, has the,
following abservations:— When Aspasio affirms, That none have a scriptural
Juith, but those who arc taught by the enlightening Spirit to say, ¢ He shed his blood
Jor me,” there is ground (from the context) to think, he meant no more than this,
that an oppropriatien of the righteousness and death of Christ is implied in the
‘very nature of justifying faith ; or that the wards he mentions, are virtually and in-
terpretatively, though not always formally and explicitly, the language of saving
faith. Yea, (sxys he) Aspasio had good reason to affirm the above. Though ne
preacher of the gospel is warranted to declare to any unbelicving sinner, that Christ
dlied for him ; yet he may, and ought, with the apostle Peter, to testify to all his
hearers, that the promise is unto them, or that Christ is the gift of God to them,
and that his righteousness is brought near in the word of the gospel, to be received
and rested on &y tAem, as the only ground of their justification before God. Being
‘thus called to rest their hepe of acceptance with God and eternal salvation wholly
upon that righteousness, every one of them must be sufficiently warranted to say,
¢ Suzely in the Lord have I righteousness ;* believing assuredly, that through the
righteousness of Jehovah our Redeemer, be shall be justified and saved. Now,
such a faith must doubtless include such a persuasion as is included in these words,
He shed his blood for me.”—Wilson’s Palzmen’s Creed Reviewed.

i The Compiler adds, that the abeve sentiment, which Mr. Hervey had borrowed
mmmuwemqu@mmuumm
is expressed by the judicious Boston, and other modern divines, in the following
words :— The gospel is the report of a crucified Christ, made over to sinners, ag
the device of Heaven for their salvation. It is proclaimed by the antherity of Heas
MMC\MMM&MMWMpM life and salvation for lost
children of Adam, nndthuthcy,mdevery one of them, may have free access to
him. Yaich trusting this report as true and good, the soul concludes the Saviour
imﬂwwhhﬂmmﬁmm,hﬂﬁﬁd“,
p‘dfhanmlw- —Boqonsmon Is li 3.
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of faith, ¢ Faith is the substance of things hoped for, and
the evidence of things not seen;’ 1. e. putting us into a kind
of present possession of the promises, and setting divine grace

before the mind, in all the light and power of demonstration.” -

He always acknowledged that those to whom the gospelismade
effectual, believe the truth of this report, and of the sufficiency
of Christ alone, before there can be any acts of receiving
or appropriating ; but he viewed the idea of appropriation as
entering into the nature of faith, and says of it, * To appro-
priate, in the theological sense, is to take home the grace of
God, which lies in the common indefinite grant of the gos-
pel.  Is Christ the treasure hid in the field? to appropriate
this treasure, is to receive and use it as our own portion. Is
Christ the balm of Gilead, full of saving health ? to appro-
priate this balm, is to take and apply it for the recovery of
our own souls: and without such an appropriation, how can
we be enriched by the former, or healed by: the latter.”
His opinion on this subject (as appears from his writings)
farther was, that it is the duty of all, upon the revelation of
Christ in the gospel, and without looking for any previous
qualifications, instantly to believe in him for salvation, both
from sin and wrath ; and that in so doing only, they will be
. made to mourn for sin, forsake it, and live unto righteous-
ness. He also apprehended, that a believer, in the exercise
of faith, doth believe something with reference to his own
salvation, upon the ground of God’s faithfulness in the pro-
mise, which is, that now Christ is and will be a Saviour to
him ; that whatsoever he did for the redemption of mankind,
he did it for hém; and that he shall have eternal life by Asm.
This appropriation, he apprehended not to arise from any
supposition that God hath chosen us to salvation, or that
Christ died with a design to redeem us, or as grounded on
any marks and evidences of a gracious work within us, nor
that it implied a persuasion we are at the time in actual pos-
session of Christ and salvation. But the appropriation Mr.
Hervey contended for, was one entirely founded upon the
record of God; an echo to the divine testimony; a persuasion
that God really giveth us, in - particular, a sufficient and dé-

~
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sirsble salvation, to be enjoyed in Christ : and that, viewing
it in this light, we believe in God, that it shall be to us guilty
ginners, even as it is told us in these declarations which
reveal divine favour to the ungedly. To this purpose, also,
is the following note appended to Theron and Aspasio:—
¢¢ We nowhere suppose, that a freedom from all fears, or &
superiority to all doubts, is included in the nature of faitk ;
we only affirm, that an appropriating persuasion of salvation,
by Chriet alone, is that confidence which properly answers to
the divine report and grant of a Saviour, to be believed on
for life everlasting. This persuasion or assurance may be
incumbered with doubts, and may conflict with fears; but
still it is assurance, real assurance, and proves itself to be
such, by oppoeing and struggling with the contrary prin-
ciple.” He illustrates this by a pleasing similitude :—¢ In
some fruitful family, you may see one child in the leading
strings, another able to walk by itself, a third come home from:
the school of literature: observe their speech; ene lisps a
few broken sentences, another talks intelligibly, but very in--
correctly, the last has learned to express himself with to-
lerable propriety ; yet each speaks the same language, not-.
withstanding the various degrees of fluency in their utter-:
ance or propriety of diction. So faith always speaks one
and the same uniform language, whether she lisps or-stam-.
mers; whether she whispers in faint accents, or raises her
voice in a more manly tone, this is still the import of her
speech, ¢ God, even our God, will give us his blessing.’”®
Mr. Hervey saw the necessity of this persenal apphication of
Christ in the nature of faith, from a consideration of many
scriptural calls and promises, which are particularly directed,

- and which cannot be answered but by a particular applica-
tion. He also saw, that nothing could relieve the sinner
from the curse of the law, accusing and condemning him in
particular, but faith’s application of an offered Saviour, as
made a curse for himaself, to deliver from that law-curse. This
assured faith, Mr. Hervey, agreeable to Scripture, considered

® Theron and Aspasio,
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as includiag some activity of the mind about the truths bes
lieved, and the evidence on which they are believed; while he
utterly denied that this activity can, on any conmsideration,
be esteemed any part of the righteousness of a simmer, or
any legal qualification. Indeed, the only activity in faith
which he apprehended answering the doctrines of the gospel,
ar the command to believe, was a conviction of the sovereign~
. ty of divine grace, and of the sufficiency of Chriet, and of
this grace being revealed in Christ to the guilty and lost.
He knew, and told the world most explicitly, that the objeet
of faith was a Saviour, able to save to the uttermest: that
in its natere it was a mere receiver: that, as being whelly
employed about the free grace of God, reigning through
the righteowsness of Jesus, it was the most perfect centrast
to pride, and the legal bias in the buman breast; yea, that
in the very act of acceptance, the soul doth expressly dis.
claim all in itself, but sin and misery. To use his own words ;
¢« Faith, in its nature, is a going out of self; and a flying
to Christ for pardon, for peaece, and for every spiritual
blessing: in its end, it is ordained to preclude al boasting,
that itself may be nothing, that its owner may be nothing,
that the grace of God and the righteousness of Christ may
be all in all: and in its smport, it says, according to the pro-
phet, ¢ In the Lord, not in myself, have I righteousness.’
In the matter of justification, it is my business, not to fur-
nish a contingent, not to supply any part, but to receive the
whole from his fulness.”™® ~ After a careful consideration of
these hints, none need apprehend, with Mr. Sandeman, that
Mr. Hervey's view of faith led him to the establishment of
his own righteousness, or to any opposition to that of the
glorious Emmanuel, in the smallest degree. O this point
(the confidence of faith) Mr. Hervey says, ‘ My thoughts
on this important subject, the assurance of faith, are much
the same with Mr. Ebenezer Erskine's, in his valuable Ser-
mons, and Mr. Boston's, in his judicious notes on the Mar-:

¢ Aspasio Vindieated. '
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row of Moders Divinity”® He also, on this point, con.
sulted Witsius on the Covénant of Grace, particularly the
the chapter on faith, and highly prized a tract of his worthy
friend Ryland, first published by itself, and afterwards in
the Gospel Magazine. It is entitled, An Essay on the Full
Aesuraince of Faith.

Mr. Hervey viewing faith as being founded in the selfe
evidencing light of the word, as being the effeet of the demon-
stration of the Spirit, and in its very nature implying an as-
surance of the divine all-sufficiency and grace, he appre-
headed it gave the soul a conscions emjoyment of the Saviour,
and that #t was the best means of knowing our actual interest
ia him, and that we are under no delusion. He thought, with
other evangelical divines, that so far as abelfever is in the ex-
ercise of this direet and assured faith, under the influence of the
Holy Spirit, he needeth not the support of ether marks and
evidences of graee within himself, because his mind rests en-
tirely end quietly in the divine all-sufficiency, grace, and
faithfulness; and this he reckoned the most desirable way' to
’keep alt other marks and evidences of a gracious state clear
and distinct. To use his own words; ¢ As faith is such a
persuasion of the heart, and such a reception of Christ (as
above described), it assures the soul of salvation by its own
act, antecedent to all reflection on its fruits and effects, or
works and evidences. It assures the soul of acquittance
from guilt, and of reconciliation to Christ; of a title to the
everlasting inheritance, and of grace sufficient for every ease
of need.”f He was happy that his sentiments of the apprec-

® See an extract of these in the Appendix. To any person, acquainted wih
the works of these suthors, it is evident they held, ¢ That a belief of the promises
of the gospel, with application to onc’s scif, or a confidence in a crucified Saviour,
Jor a man’s ozon salvation, is the essence of jystifying fuith.” This, with them, and
with Mr. Hervey, was the assurance of faith ; which widely differs from the Anti-
nomian sense of the assurance or persuasion of faith, which is, that Christ and par-
don of sins-are ours, no less before belicving than afier ; & seuse whish Mr. Hervex,:
and all evasgelical writers, disclaim.

4 Preface o Mamhall an Saactification.—Faith, assuring 6s of our actual in-
torest in Christ, especially in its lively acts, is no singularity in Mr. Hervey, or his:
favouritc Magshall. The same decirine is taught by other evangelical divines ; as.
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priation of faith were not only scriptural, but confirmed by
a multitude of eminent witnesses. ¢ 1f the reader,” says he,*
¢ inquire after their names, he will find some of them enu-
merated in the following catalogue:—Luther, Calvin, Me-
lancthon, Beza, Bullinger, Bucer, Knox, Craig, Melvil,
Bruce, Davidson, Forbes, &c. Ursinus, Zanchius, Junius,
Piscator, Rollock, Wendelinus, Chamierus, Bodius, Pareus,
Altingius, Triglandii, Arnoldus, Maresius, Wollebius. Hei-
deggerus, Essenius, Turretinus, Witsius, &c. Many British
divines; among others, Perkins, Pemble, Willet, Gouge,
Rogers, Owen, and Marshall.”+ He farther adds, « If we
were apparently and demonstratively in an error, yet, to err
with such company, and in the footsteps of such guides, must
very much tend to mitigate the severity of censure. But I
believe few serious persons will venture to charge error and
delusion upon such a venerable body of Protestant divines,
so eminent for their learning, and so exemplary for their
boliness; whose labours were so remarkably owned by God,

and whose sentiments have been adopted by so many re-
formed churches. The declarations of the English and Pa-
latine churches are produced in the Dialogue. I have in my
hand an extract from the confessions and standard doctrines
of the Church of Scotland—of Ireland—of France—of
Helvetia; with all which Aspasio has the happiness to agree.
Only some of them are much stronger in displaying and
maintaining the special fiducia, or the appropriating persua-
sion of faith.”}

Mr. Boston’s Communion Sermons, Vol. I. p. 71. Also Beart’s Vindication of
Law and Gospel, 115.

® Theron and Aspasio, Dial. 16.

4 Sec this point ably discussed by some modern divines; KRicealton’s works,
Dissertation on Gal. ii. 20, Iast clause; Sermons by Ralph Erskine on the same
subject. Also, in & Treatise on Faith, by the Rev. Archibald Hall, late of London.

% It would greatly conduce to clear views of this subject, were proper
distinctions between the assurance of faith and the assurance of sense observed,
and rightly understood. This Mr. Hervey illustrates in the close of Dialogue
18. When he, and other evangelical divines, spesk of assurance as essential
to faith, many have supposed they tsught, that none can be real Christians who
bmﬁlthnﬁeymmmmswﬁfe,mdhnm*nﬁm
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This assured confidlence Mr. Hervey maintained more
explicitly in Theron and Aspasio than in his former works.
This gave alarm to several who admired his writings, and
some of them plied him close with various objections. These
objectors, however undesignedly, were attempting to over-
throw the solid foundation laid for the hope and confidence
of guilty sioners. They contradicted the divine grant of
Christ and salvation to sinners, by clogging it with pre-re-
quisites and preparations of sensibility, of need, real desire,
&c. Finding Mr. Cudworth of the same judgment with him-
self, he wrote to him, that by their careful and united con-
sideration of all objections that had been offered, this very
important point might be sifted, and more clearly establish-
ed. The effect of these consultations considerably enriched
the third edition of Theron and Aspasio, particularly Dial.
15 and 16, and rendered it more accurate. On this he says;
¢ I found it necessary to make these additions, in order to
maintain two very important points, which are opposed by
many, even of my pious friends ; I mean the assurance, or spe-

own interest in Christ, 8o as to say, under the manifestations of his love, < My Be-
doved is mime, and I am his ;” but God forbid we should thus offend against the ge-
neration of his children. That many of them want such an assurance, may not be
questioned. This, however, is the assurance, not of fsith, but of sense, and vastly
different they are. The object of the former is Christ revealed in the word, the ob-
Jject of the latter Christ revealed in the heart; the ground of the former, is the tes-
timony of God withoxt us, that of the latter, the work of the Bpirit within us; the
one embraces the promise, looking at nothing but the veracity of the promiser, the
other enjoys the promise in the sweetness of its actual accomplishment : withal, the
question on the first point is this, Is the scriptural testimony trueor not ? But on the
second point the question is, Am I possessed of saving faith in the divine testimo-
ny ? am I already in a state of union to Christ ? Another distinction also is need-
ful. Faith sometimes denotes the simple belief of a doctrine or truth; at other
times, and most frequently in Scripture, trust or confidence in God, or a fiducial
recumbency upon his mercy and promise in Christ for salvation. It is evident these
two are very distinct, and that some things may be affirmed of faith, taken in the
one sense, which cannot, with any propriety, be ascribed to it when it is taken in the
other.  We trust this observation is sufficient to show the absurdity of those eavils
and sophistical reasonings, by which some have endeavoured to throw an odium on
the doctrine tanght by Mr. Hervey and many other celebrated divines, eoncerning
the appropriation or assurance of faith, and to represent it absurd and ridiculous,
¢ faith without any ground), which it would certainly be, if saving faith never sig-
nified any thing more than the belief of some doctrinal proposition, fact, or event,
zecorded in Scripture. o
. F
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cial application or appropriation included in the faith of the
operation of God ; and that sinners, as sinners, without the
preparative or condition of any qualification, are allowed, are
warranted, thus to apply Christ to themselves, by virtde of
the free offer and grant made in the gospel. These two doc-
trines seem to me the very quintescence of grace, and the
riches of the gospel.” To prevent all needless repetition of
arguments, Mr. Hervey desired Mr. Cadworth to draw up
the whole on the subject that had been canvassed, in so many
aphorisms,* for his use. Of these he says ; * The sentiments

.

® We subjoin the chief of these aphorisms, drawn up at Mr. Hervey's desire :—

1. There is, in justifying faith, required in the Scriptures, and wrought by the
Bpirit, en asesrance of application, or appropriation; by which act Christ and his
salvation are received and taken into possession.

2. This is antecedent to all acts of reflection, that T am a believer, and to alf-
assurances grounded thereon, and is, therefore, carefully to be distinguished from
them.

3. It is not the assurance that I have come up to certain terms required, or am
endued with certain entitling qualifications, but an assurance of application of what
in freely given. .

4. The sufficient ground or warrant, from the divine word, for this kind of appro«
priation, is, 1. The declaration that Christ came to save sinncrs, the lost, the world ;
this report we believe. 2. The grant that is made of Christ in the word to persong
of these characters ; this gift we appropriate. 8. The commands, invitations, exe
hortations, and assurances of success, made to persons thus appropristing or apply<
ing Christ; these are sufficient warrants for the appropriation, without inquiring ine
to the extent of Christ's death in any other sense : we delicve the report, we appro«
pristc the gift, and depend on the faithfulness of God ndt to be disappointed. 4. This
faith may, therefore, be defined, ‘s persuasion of thetruth of the divine promises, and
an appropriation of the divine blessings ;*’ in other words, this is such an sppropriation
' of, and trusting on Christ, as that therein we assure ourselves of present and eternal
salvation by him ; and that not from any previous, external, or internal evidence that:
we shall be saved by him, but as warranted by the word of God, bound by the command
of God, and led by the Spirit of God, thus toassureourselves ; and, encouraged by his
proniise, that we shall not be deceived ar confounded in so doing, bat according te
our faith, 80 shall it be to us. 5. It is a willing obedience to a divine command,,
which clears it from presumption. It implies, also, a real desire to have and entjoy
this Christ, and the salvation that is in him, and therefore cannot be exerted by the
insincere ; and, as it is exerted in a dependence on the divine faithfulness, the divine
faithfulness is engaged such shall not be deceived. 6. This appropriation can never
be found believing a lie; because, upon the strictest supposition of particulor re-
demption, as it is the Holy Ghost only that persuades and enables to this spplion-
tion, that Spirit is a thorough Judge of the extent of Christ’s death. 7. A man soy-
ing he has faith, and thus appropriating Christ, is widely different; a man may say
in hypocrisy, when his conscience testifies the contrary, or, in ignorance, imagining
faith to be what it is not. Some look upon: faith to be Ro gnove than the belief of

) [ 4
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tire such as I wish written on my heart, such as I wish to
speak snd teach while I live, and in my writings (if my
writings survive me), to testify when I d4m dead.” As this
doctrine stood high in his opinion, had he lived to finish a
fourth volume of Dialogues, he says, he proposed to have one

the history of Christ, or of some evangelical doétrinal point, or 8 persuasion of the
truth of the promises, understood conditionally, or only a persuasion that Christ is able
and willing to save all that do or shall believe in him. A man, under these notions
of faith, may say and think he has faith, and yet be very far from the appropriating
persuasion of which we treat, which places no confidence in the flesh, no confidence
in any knowledge, resolutions, good dispositions, or attainments within s it proceeds
alone upon the divine grantin the word, depends on the divine faithfulness, embraces
every promise as in Jesus, upon his right and tite alone, and embraces Christ in
every promise, as the very substance and blessing of it; and in these particulars distine
guishes it from all feigned faith. 8. Examination, and a secondary assurance thereby,
is not discarded, by directing souls to live in this manner, by faith in God's faithfula
ness, but put in its proper place, that is, after this faith. 9. We depart from sin
in eoming thus to Christ by appropriating faith; we come not as having first dee
parted from sin ; and, therefore, a call to come to Christ is a call to depart from sin,
10. This faith is to be distinguished from a mere sentiment or opinion in the judgment
er understanding, that he has died for all, and consequently for me, whether I believe
itor not. This, at the utmost, can be only giving credit to a certain doetrine ; but the
truth we plead for, is an appropriation or believing on the persom of Christ, with all
the blessings and benefits included in him. 11. The faith pleaded for is always &
direct act ; acts of reflection are a necessary duty in their proper place, but aseur
ances grounded thereon cannot properly be called assurance of faith; because,
(1.) There is exercised no more faith in this kind of assurance than all men may
have. (2.) Because any assurance that may hereby be attained, is not by an act of
faith, but by reflection, and reasoning therefrom: 12. A sinner’sright to Christ azises
not from the operation of God’s Spirit upon him, in conviction, esteem, desire, &co
but from the free grant made to sinners, antecedent to any such operation, and is
& material part of that evangelical message, whereby the Spirit operates, in begetting
a-proper appetite for Christ and his salvation. 13. The hungry and thirsty, the weary
and heavy laden, are invited to come to Christ, not to intimate that these are qualifi.
cations, previously to be sought for, to entitle us to lay claim to Christ, but rather
to declare that large and suitable supplies for such, are richly to be foundin Christ ¢
1t doth not appear that these were any desirable or commendable qualifications, to
be sought after, but rather expressive of a sad condition, which, whether it were the
consequence of natural misery, or what they had sinfully drawn upon themselves,
they were invited to have redressed, fully redressed, in a Saviour. 14. The Aoliness
of faith, or principle by which it operates to holiness of heart and life, is Christ
made of God to us sanctification in the offer of the gospel, and the holy tendency of
it arises, not from the nature of its act, but from Christ thus enjoyed, by whom the
soul (being now vitally united) brings forth fruits of righteousness. 15. This fith
requires no sense of power or goodness, but the contrary,—in a sense of weakness,
dumnhemgtholﬂhrn,nd in a sense of sin and guilt, claims the righseouse
ness of Christ, saying, ¢ In the Lord have I rightcsumess and strength.”

’
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whole conference on the assurance of faith, to state it more
clearly, and establish it more strongly ; and for this purpose,
to borrow several thoughts from the above aphorisms.- Abous
this time he received a letter from Mr. Pike, 8 respectable

“minister in London, with objections to his views of faith.
He sent it to his friend Cudworth, for his remarks, who sent
the following letter to Mr. Hervey. This we insert, as it
casts light on his views of faith.

¢ The Reverend Mr. Hervey :

¢ Deaz Sir,—I received your’s of the 22d instant; and
it gives me no small pleasure to find that God has beenw
pleased to raise up such an advocate for his truth and grace.
I now begin to entertain hopes, that the stumbling-blocks
laid in the way of awakened souls will be more and more re-
moved. This gentleman is much mistaken in imagining his
sentiments coineide with Mr. Erskine’s, on the assurance of,
or by faith,* and’ other points necessarily connected there-
with. Mr. Erskine understands faith to be a reeceiving Christ
as a gift by an appropriating act, grounded upon the grant
that is made of him in the word to lost sinners of mankind.
Mr. Erskine makes a clear distinction between assurance by
faith and assurance by reflection on the work of grace with-
in, and that, both in his Sermons and Gospel-Sonnets. In
short, these very points are the centre of all his and his
associates’ writings, the principles they constantly proceed
upon. Moreover, Mr. Erskine and his brethren had the
very question put to them, by the Commission of the Gen-
eral Assembly; ¢ Whether that persuasion, which we call as-
surance of faith, is included in the very essence of that jus-
tifying act " and answered and proved in the affirmative; I
could wish you could procure all the twelve queries and their
. answers, as they were published in Scotland several years
since. There are several substantial documents from the

- ® « ] apprehend you really mean no more than Mr. Erskine does in his Ser«
mons concerning the assurance of faith ; and if you do not, 1 bave the pleasure to
inform you, that I perfectly coincide in sentiment, though not in expression, ou this
important topic.”~Pike’s Listter to Hervey.
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first Reformers, &c. to confirm the points they advance.* I
have lent the book and lost it.

¢ Mr. Pike says, he acknowledges the whole you say con-
cerning the ‘perfect freeness of the grace of Christ, and the
encouragement that a serious sensible soul has from thence di-
rectly to apply to Christ, and apply Christ to himself.

<« QObservation.—The gift of Christ is not perfectly free, if
restrained to the serious sensible soul:

, ¢ Yea, gospel offers but & sham we make,
If ev’ry sinner has not right to take.”
“GOSPEL-SONNETS.

Such a qualification is necessary to move or excite us to take
Christ, but not to warrant our appropriation.

¢ Mr. Pike farther says, he is obliged to remark, tbat it
<cannot be either duty or safe for any to believe that directly
.and absolutely, that is not absolutely contained in the divine
word.

¢¢ Observation.—The divine word contains or reveals that
truth, which in justifying faith is believed absolutely ; viz.
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
The divine word also invites, commands, and exhorts to re-
ceive the gift. In justifying faith we therefore believe the re-
port, and appropriate the gift. You distinguish these two acts
of justifying faith in your third volume. So let us credit
the gracious declarations of our God, so accept his beneficent
offers; and then we sball answer the import of the word,
then we shall truly believe.” The latter act Mr. Erskine
speaks of when he says, ¢ There is in faith an assurance of
appropriation, expressed frequently in Scripture by a resting,
a trusting, or confiding in the Lord, &c. By this aet the soul
taketh home the promises, &c. It takes home the grace and
mercy of God to the soul in particular, which before lay in
common in the gospel-offer.”—Sermon on Assurance of Faith.

® A most masterly and judicious defence and illustration of the leading doc-
trines of grace, by Mesars. Boston, Ebenezer and Ralph Erskines, and others, well
worth the consideration of all, especially students and young ministers, lately re.
pwwnmumnmnm
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¢ My. Pike.—No person may immediately believe that
Christ died for him, because this is not contained in the di.
vine word concerning any particular person.

¢« QObservation.—This gentleman may see bis objection ob-
viated in Mr. Erskine, on Christ the People’'s Covenant. In
this case, we must consider that Christ died to be a propitia.
tion through faith in his blood. Being invited and commanded
to appropriate, I act, that is, I assure myself his death is
mine, not because I knew antecedently he died for me in any
other sense, but because the divine word gives me liberty,
and makes it my duty, to take share in his death as my own;
and what is that act, but to believe he died for me? This, I
own, is the secret of the Lord with them that fear him, the
mystery of faith, which we are to hold in a pure conscience.
1 remember Mr. Erskine somewhere observes, it would an-
swer but little purpose to have particular names wrote down
in the Bible; for two, or perhaps twenty, might be of the
same name; but there is an unerring foundation laid for the
particular appropriating application . of faith, when, as you
sweetly express it, we are described by our family, our in-
clination, our practice, which more surely points us out;
and under these general characters or descriptions, we are
warranted to believe as above. Under this description we
apply the curse of the law particularly, and why not appro-
priate the grace of the gospel ?

¢ Mr. Pike.—Theron’s last objection is not fully answer-
ed, nor can be, unless you suppose that the purchase of sav-
ing blessings was for all the unjust.

¢ Observation—If it is expressed for the unjust indefinite-
ly, such terms exclude coming upon any other mark or evi. -
dence; and if the unjust are invited, commanded, and ex-
horted to appropriate to themselves, it is warrant sufficient,
without inquiring into the extent of Christ’s death in any
other sense. Mr. Pike is mistaken if he imagines he is of
the Messrs, Erskines’ judgment in forming such objections;
it is one that was made against them by the Commission of
the General Assembly, and they accused on the account of
* psintaining universal redemption, and has been answered by
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them, as consistent with the particular, as well as the general
scheme.

¢ Mr. Pike.—Otherwise you can only say, that the pur-
chase was made for such persons, which is not enough that it
was made for me.

¢ Observation.—But it is enough to say, it is given to me
go that I may lay claim to, and appropriate it, without in-
quiring whom it was made for, in any other sense.

¢ Mr. Pike.—In your answer to Theron’s supposition,
you evidently give up the point, by acknowledging, that
where there are such spiritual inclinations, that faith is real,
though not assured.

¢ Observation.—I think, Sir, you do not give up the point,
If I understand you aright; you only inquire why such un-
profitable suppositions and inquiries should be made, where
there is a more direct and proper way of getting peace of
conscience, by appropriating Christ, without recurring to any
such qualifications as are there mentioned. Upon the whole,
in the objections made to your views of faith, we seem to be
only on the old Reformation dispute still—whether we are to
be justified by Christ alone, or whether we must first find
some righteousness in ourselves? ——With sincere affection
snd respect, I subscribe myself, your’s in Christ,

“ Wu. Cuoworrs.
¢ Norwich, April 28, 1755.”

A jbdicious divine abroad® also defends Mr. Hervey's view
of this sybject in the follomng words :—* I apprehend Mr.
Hervey’s definition of faith will expose him to the censure of
the generality of divines, both of the Church of England and
Dissenters ; though it is a very good one when well ex-
plained. The persuaslon or assurance, which is in the very
nature of faith, must be carefully distinguished from that
which has in 3 manner appropriated the ngme of assurance
to itself; I mean, that exercise of spiritual sense following

® Mr. Kennedy, mnister of the Scots Church, Rotterdam, in a letter to Mrs,
Cook.
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upon saving faith, whereby a believer sees, and upon good
ground concludes himself to be in a state of grace and salva-
tion, and that he has an actual interest in Christ and his
whole purchase, even eternal life. The foundation of this
assurance of sense, is the believer’s experience and feeling of
what the Holy Ghost has already wrought in his soul; and
it runs into this conclusion ; ¢ I find the fruits of the Spirit
planted in my soul,—I am a new creature,—I love the Lord
Jesus in sincerity ; and it is one of the greatest burdens of
my life, that I have no love suited to so glorious a one. From
all which I am sure God has given me Christ, pardoned my
sins; I am in a state of grace, and must go to glory." But
the ground and foundation of that particular persuasion and
assurance, which is in the nature of saving faith, is the glo-
rious authority and faithfulness of God in the gospel-record,
promise, and offer; and it rises no higher than this, that God
offers, and thereby, as he is true and faithful, gives Christ
with all his fulness to me, to be believed on, and trusted in, for
life and eternal salvation ; so that not only safely and war-
rantably I may, but am obliged to receive, apply, and make
use of Jesus Christ as my own Saviour, by resting on and
trusting in him as such. Jehovah’s great gift, offer, and pro-
mise, gives every sinner a sufficient warrant to do this, and
are a strong immoveable foundation for this persuasion or
assurance of faith. Nor can any other solid, satisfying an-
swer be given to a broken-hearted, humbled creature, who
puts away from himself the gracious promises and offers of
the gospel, upon this ill-grounded imagination, that they do
not belong to him; to whom it always may and ought to be an-
swered, that they do belong to him, in the sense I have men-
tioned.” Mr. Hervey, having seen this letter, writes; ¢ Mr.
Kennedy speaks the very sentiments of my heart, better than
my own tongue could express them ; I do not perceive a single
sentence to which I should make any objecticn. With other
believers in Jesus Christ I would be of one heart, but with
Mr. Kennedy I have the pleasure to be of one mind.”*

® Gep. Col.
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While Mr. Hervey meant firmly to maintain the assurance
of faith on scriptural grounds, he wished to please all for
their good to edification. Having received various letters
from different divines on this subject, he, in the view of
emending Theron and Aspasio, writes one of his evangelical
correspondents : —¢¢ If, as you read, any thing should occur
which may strengthen my arguments, or illustrate my text;
any thing which may temper and qualify the doctrine, and
render it less exceptionable, yet equally useful; any point
that I should give up, or any correction I should make, be
so kind as favour me with a hint. I would so conduct my
treatise, that it should establish my own opinion, without
opposing the judgment of these and other eminent divines.
If you could suggest some method of maintaining the Chris-
tian’s privilege, without offending the brother of high or
low endowments, I shall be glad.™®

Mr. Hervey always considers faith as connected with its
object. He knew that the Spirit of God, in the Scriptures,
frequently and fully describes the object of faith, and the na-
ture of the testimony to be believed, but seldom describes or
defines the act of believing ; that it is the very nature of faith
to overlook itself as an act altogether, and to be wholly em-
ployed about its object ; that in fact it derives its whole mean-
ing, existence, and use from this. On the object of faith he
therefore enlarges in his writings, on the precious person,
names, love, undertaking, relations, grace, and laws of the Sa-
viour ; and on his various blessings, peace, pardon, holiness,

® Letter to Mr. Ryland.—What determined Mr. Hervey and other evangelical
divines to be 80 zealous on this head, the particular assurance of faith, founded
only and entirely on the word of grace, was the scriptural ground for the doctrine ;
and also the plain deviation, by the contrary view of things, into good dispositions,
as our warrant of embracing the Saviour, in opposition to the whole scheme of grace.
‘When it is declared, there is no particular application of Christ but what is conse-
quent upon believing, it is natural to conclude, it is only our faith that gives a right
to apply Christ, and make use of him as a Saviour, and that our believing is the ful-
filling of terms on which he is offered tous: This would be to transform faith from
an instrumental mean, or way of conveyance, into a proper federal condition, such
as works were in Adam's covenant, and should, accordingly, suspend our partaking
of the benefits of the covenant upon gur doings.
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comfort, &c. So hesays; ¢ Precious faith, which brings hon-
our to the holy name of Jesus, and comfort to the sinner’s
soul; this treats Aim, according to his infinite glory and in-
finite grace, as the true God, as the great God, 8s God
over all, blessed for evermore. This noble faith acknow.
ledges and uses kim, as the all-sufficient Saviour from the
guilt, and an all-almighty Savioxr from the power of sin. It
firmly trusts, that the death of Jesus has finished transgres-
sion, and made reconciliation for iniquity ; that the Spirit of
Christ will subdue corruption, renew us after the image of
God, and animate us all to the duties of religion.™ He also
insisted often on the warrant of faith. Like other evangeli.
cal writers, he never confounds the warrant of faith with the
marks or evidences of it. He always shows, that while men
esteem Christ precious, know the plagues of their own heart,
love God’s commandments, &c., these evidence them believ.
ers; but that men, merely as sinful crestures, are clearly and
fully warranted, from God’s word, to receive Christ and his
benefits by faith. His views of this point were the follow-
ing :-¢ Every word of God is undoubtedly true, and to be
depended upon, according to the declarations thereof; and no
soul can possibly be deceived in so believing and trusting te
it. The Holy Ghost does not work in us to believe other.
wise than the word declares, no more than he excites us to do
etherwise than the word requires. This word declares Christ
as the gift of God to the world, and invites all the ends of
the earth to look to him for salvation, and assures them, that
whosoever believes on him shall not perish, but have everlast-
ing life. This word, then, sufficiently entitles, authorises,
and warrants every sinner confidently to trust on Christ for
their own particular salvation, by virtue of God’s invitation
and command ; and this is what the Spirit of God clears to
every soul that receives Christ.”}+ As to a full assurance,
or the highest degree of the grace of faith, he used to ex-
press himself in the moderate words of a late judicious

® Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 114,
4 Sce this enlarged upon, in thespplication to his Sermonon the Means of Safety.
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divine :—¢¢ I do not affirm that, without a full assurance there
is no faith; but this I maintain, that wherever the latter ex.
ists, there will be a sincere pursuit of the former.” Among
the reasons why so few persons attain this eminent blessing,
he reckoned the following: They understand not the per.
fect freencss of grace, nor the immense merits of Christ. They
do not consider the umpeakable value of an assured faith,
neither are they aware it is intended for sinful men as such.
He viewed faith as indispensably necessary for various im-
portant purposes; entering as an essential ingredient into
the Christian character, and by its benign and powerful in-
fluence adorning it ; that without it a sinner could have no
interest in Christ, nor communion with him, could perform
no acceptable worship, possess no genuine holiness, nor enjoy
any well-grounded comfort, This faith, he apprehended,
was the only mean of our justification. He considered justi-
fying faith, not only as believing a word, but receiving Christ
asa glft by an appropriating persuasion, the language of
which is, ¢ My Christ, my Saviour /” and in receiving him,
we receive the atonement, which is unto all, and upon all
that believe, without difference, as being a reception of Christ’s
righteousness, granted to us in the word of grace. His
views here were entirely consistent with sovereign grace,
and in opposition to the works of men. He viewed faith im-
puted for righteonsness, only as it accepts Christ’s righteous-
ness; even as one’s receiving a diamond with his hand
from a friend may make him worth some thousand pounds,
yet it is properly the friend’s gift, the diamond, that enriches
him, and not merely the taking it into his hand. The right-
eousness of faith he considered as not at all the righteousness
of its own act, but the righteousness of Christ, of God, the
obedience of one ; and he reckoned that believing neither hon-
ourable to God, nor any way profitable to us, that doth not
receive Christ himself to be our complete righteousness, with-
out the consideration of any thing performed by us, or
wrought in us. To use his own words; « We are justified
by faith, in the same manner as we are fed by the hand, or
as we are said to drink of a cup. Neither the hand nor the
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cup are the cause of our sustenance, but the intruments, the
one of conveying, the other of receiving it.”®

From his experience, he says; ¢ To what afflicting fears,
to what grievous despondency, should I, for my part, be
perpetually liable, if my own faith was the ground of my jus-
tification. Blessed be the Father of mercies! we have a
surer support, net upon faith; but upon its gracious Awthor,
and glorious Object, is the hope of Israel founded. My faith
beholds nothing but the Divine Jesus; it never inquires,
what have I done ? what have I suffered ? but what has that
most illustrious personage done and suffered ? what has Je-
hovah, manifested in our nature, wrought for the benefit and
redemption of sinners ?”

This assured faith he also considered as productive of the
truest joy. While Mr. Hervey apprehended that the fixed, ha-
bitual, and well-established comfort of believers, as to their
state and hope, cannot be maintained, but in the way of holiness
and upright walking with God, of which himself was an emi-
nent instance; he also thought that Christians may have well-
-grounded present consolation, by the direct exercise of faith on
Jesus Christ, and the promises of the new covenant. His views
on this point are expressed by one of his intimate friends, in the
following words: —‘“ A man’s discouragement in not perceiv-
ing faith, or any assurance in himself, is to be remedied
by bfs being informed, that he, as a sinner, bas a Christ to
look to with appropriation ; and that he is thus invited, not
as being a believer, but as a sinner : and he must be told this
again and again, till the Spirit of Christ inclines and per-
suades him so to do; for he must thus act faith, before it is
possible for him to Lis comfort to perceive he has faith ; and
when he does act faith, his whole sabisfaction is in the Christ
he possesses, not in his act of believing.”+ This mere appro-
priating persuasion of Christ and his righteousness, Mr. Her-
'vey found of more use to stay bis soul under spiritual con-
flicts, than looking back to ten thousand evidences without

# Theron and Aspasio.
+ Aphorisms on Faith, adopted by Mr. Hervey as his own views.

[ 4
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it. When he went afresh to Jesus as a sinful creature, he
found all the relief he needed, though he could not apply as
a saint. Wishing a correspondent might be filled with all
joy and peace in believing, he remarks; ¢ It is observable,
the apostle says, all joy and peace is to be derived, net mere-
ly from practising, but believing ; not from any thing in our-
selves, but from the fuless that is in Christ.”® ¢ I know
the enmity which the world bears to all that is serious and
sacred ; but this is the victory which overcometh the world,
even our faith. Faith of what? Of those two privileges
which made a part of our public discourse on the Lord’s day:
¢ Christ died for our sins,” 1 Cor. xv. 8. ¢ This is the re-
cord, that God hath given to us eternal life, 1 John v. 11.
The believer, comforting himselt in this word of the Lord,
says; ¢ Though I am a mark to be shot at by the arrows of
the tongue, yet, blessed be God, my sins are done away; the
Lord hath laid on Christ all my ~iniquities, and there is no
condemnation for me. Though the enemies of religion would
embitter, by their envenomed reflections, my portion on
earth, yet, thanks to redeeming grace, I have an inheritance
in heaven, that is incorruptible, undeﬁled and that fadeth
not away.”™}

Under distress from indwelling sin, he advises in these
words :—*¢ Shall we pore upon our blemishes, and fasten our
eyes upon our wounds ? This will increase our anguish. But
let us turn our eyes to him who was typified by the brazen
serpent ; by his stripes we are healed. He that diverts his
attention from this sublimely excellent object, must unavoid-
ably fall into perplexity and distress.”} ¢ Did we stedfastly
believe in our incarnate God; believe that every one of our in-

_iquities are laid on him ; that whatever he did and suffered
for the redemption of sinners, he did and suffered for us; that
Christ, the Lord of glory, is made to us righteousness : were
we rooted and grounded in this belief, how would it cheer our
thoughts ! how would it draw the thorn from our conscience,

-

® Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 109.
4+ Ibid. Let. 98, % Ibid. Let. 98.
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and pour the balm of heaven upon our souls! This faith is
a source, is the only source, of substantial and lasting joy.”*
This Mr. Hervey attests by his own experience : —* When I
depart from this precious truth; assurance by the direct act of
Jaith, I fall into darkness and distress; but when, looking
for mo evidences in myself, I depend on the free promise of
God in his word; when, regarding myself only as a poor sin-
mer, I confidently trust in Christ as my righteousness and
salvation, then light beams forth and springs up.”+ While
these were his views of faith, he apprehended they were en-
tirely agreeable to reason. He could confidently repel the
greundiess pretences to superior rationality, which Infidels
and Unitarians assume, in the following beautiful lines of his
favourite poet : —
¢ Wrong not the Christign ; think not Reason your’ss
*Tis Reason our great Master holds so dear;
*Tis Reason's injur'd rights his wrath resents ;
*Tis Reason’s voice obey’d his glories crown :
To give lost Reason life he pour'd his own. °
BELIEVE—and show the reason of aman;
BELIEVE—and look with triumph on the tomb.
Through Resson’s wounds alone thy faith can die.”
) Youxc:
¢« For my part,” says he, I am no more surprised that
some revealed truths should amaze my understanding, than
that the blazing star should dazzle my eyes. I should re-
mounce my very reason, if I did not believe what Omniscience
attests, even though it should imply what is altogether inex«
plicable to my scanty conceptions. My reason, in her se«
datest moments, assures me that Scripture cannot deceive,
though I be unable to conceive. My reason declares, I shall
be a rebel against her laws, if I do not submit to the deter-
mination of Scripture as decisive, as infallible.”} ¢ My rea-
son says, Prove all things, admit nothing without a satisfac-
tory proof; and when any thing is proved to be revealed of
God, receive it as an oracle.”§ ¢ When Reason sets up her-

® Letters to Lady F. Shitley, Let 110, 4 Letter to Ryland,
2 Gen. Col. Let. 16, § Ibid. 1%,
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self in proud comtradistinction to the sacred oracles ; when,
all-arrogant and self-sufficient, she says to the word ef Scrip-
ture, I have no need of thee; she is then, I must be bold to
maintain, not only a glow-worm, but an igmés fatuus, not
only a bubble, but a snare. I am, however, far from deny.
ing that noble faculty of reason, when exerted in her proper
sphere, and acting in a deferential subordination to the revealed
will of Heaven. While she exercises her power within these
limits, she is unspeakably serviceabl¢, and cannet be too much
cultivated.” Mr. Hervey's views of faith in Christ were
realised in his own experience. Though once assailed with
many doubts, yet afterwards, as he says, he enjoyed < a be.
lieving contemplation of Christ's unspeakably meritorious
atonement and righteousress for the unjust, the ungodly, and
the sinner.™® What he puts in the mouth of his Aspasio
was his own exercise:—¢ Pardon is miné, grace is mine,
Christ, with all his spiritaal blessings, is mine. Why ? be.
cause I am conscious of sanctifying operations in my own
breast ? rather because God hath spoken in his holiness, be-
cause all these precious privileges are consigned over to me
(as a sinner) in the everlasting gospel, with a clearness as
unquestionable as the truth, with a certainty inviolable as the
oath of God. Bless the Lord, O my soul, that a sinner,
such a vile sinner, should be allowed to take Christ asd all
salvation, as my own, and thus to assure myself of pardon,
holiness, and glory !” Through the whole of his pilgrimage
he exercised himself in this believing confidence.}

Mr. Hervey expresses his views of holiness in the follow-
ing terms :—* True holiness consists in the love of Ged and
in love of man; that unforced, unfeigned, snd nost rational
love of God, which arises from a discovery of his unspeakable
mercy, and infinite kindness to us ; that cordial, disinterested,

e

® Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 14.

4 The reader will find much clear, pleasant, and scriptural instruction, on this
important subject, saving faith, in Dialogues 15 and 16, of Theron and Aspasio.
¢ Marshall's Gospel-Mystery of Sanctification, and Mr. Erskine's Sermons, led

me,” says Hetvey, * into those notions of faith delivered in Dialogues 15 and
16."
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and universal love of man, which flows from the possession
of a satisfactory and delightful portion in the Lord Jehovah.
Holiness, thus stated (says he), is considered not as the
means, but as a distinguished part of our salvation, or rather
as the very central point, in which all the means of grace,
and all the ordinances of religion terminate.™® To a friend
he exclaims; ¢ O what a happiness, and what a high dis-
tinction, to be enabled to adorn the doctrine of God our Sa-
. viour! May this be the privilege of your life and conversa-
tion ; then you will have no cause to regret the want of a
ducal coronet.”+ Mr. Hervey apprehended it a dangerous
mistake to imagine, that holiness was something entirely dif-
ferent from salvation. He knew that upon this principle
people suppose, they must endeavour to be holy, and then
they shall receive salvation; whereas the truth is, all true
holiness is an essential ingredient of that complete and ever-
lasting salvation, which is enjoyed by believing on the name
of Jesus. Mr. Hervey farther adds on holiness; ¢ Man, in
anatural state, is absolutely incapable of practising this holi-
ness or happiness, and from it none are released but by being
united to Christ, or, as the apostle speaks, by Christ dwelling
in the heart through faith.”}

His views of gospel-holiness are more fully represented in
the following assertions. ‘They are the plan of an improve-
ment, which he intended to make on Marshall's Directions,
in order to obviate as much as possible all objections.

« 1. True holiness consists in the love of God and love
of man; that unforced, unfeigned, and most rational love of
God, which arises from a discovery of his unspeakable mercy
and infinite kindness to us; that cordial, disinterested, and
universal love of man, which flows from the possession of &
satisfactory and delightful portion in the Lord Jehovah. The
duties of love to God and our fellow-creatures are to be re-
garded as the substance of the moral law.

® Preface to Marshall.
+ Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 48,
$ Preface to Marshall.
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* 2. This holiness is not sttained by our most reselved en-
deavours, but is given through the knowledge of him that has
called us to glory and virtue.

¢ 3. No man can love God till he knows him, nor till he
know him to be his everlasting friend. Therefore, the spring
of true holiness is a well-grounded persuasion of ear recon-
eiliation with Ged, and of our future enjoyment of the ever-
lasting heavenly happiness, and of sufficient strength given
in him for all that he calls unto.

¢ 4. These endowments, so necessary to the obedienee of
Yove, are contained in the felness of Christ, and are emjoyed
only by union and fellowship with him.

¢ 5. The means or instraments, whereby the Spirit of God
accomphisheth our union with Christ, and our fellowship with
him ia afl hoFiness, are the gospel, whereby Christ entereth
inte our hearts, begets us to the faith, whereby we actually
receive Christ with all his fulness, unto the hope of eternal
fife by Mim. And thus, by the influence of the Spirit of truth,
we unfeignedly believe the gospel, and also believe in Christ,
ge he is revealed eud freely pronﬂsedtouatherein for all hiy
salvation.

¢ 6. The practice of trwe heliness is not attained by any
endeavours in our natural state, hut is a blessing of that new
state given in Christ, and paftook of by waion end fellowship
with Christ threugh faith. '

¢« 7. Those that endeavour to perform sineere obedience
to &l the eommands of Christ, av the condition whereby they
ate to procure for themselves a right and title to salvation,
aid a good ground te trust onr him for the same, do seek
their salvation by the works of the law, and not by the faithk
of Christ, as he is revealed in the gospel; snd they shall
never be able to perform ancerely any true holy obedience
by all such endeavours.

‘ 8. We are not to imagine, that our hearts and lives must
Dbe changed from sin to holiness in any measure, before we
may safely venture to trust on €hrist, for the sure enjoyment
o€ himself and his salvation.

G
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.+ 9. True holiness of heart and life hath its due order
where God hath placed it, that is, after union with Christ,
justification, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. It is not,’
therefore, to be expected but in that order, as what accom-
panies salvation.

. ¢ 10. It is only by the comforts of the gospel, revealing
a just God and a Saviour, that God -works in us to will and
to do of his good pleasure.

¢ 11. The comforts of the gospel, necessary to Christian
obedience, contain sufficient grounds of assurance of our sal-
vation, not because we believe, but in a way of immediate
trust and confidence. Therefore, instead of seeking other
methods of peace and holiness, we must endeavour to believe
or trust in Christ confidently ; persuading and assuring our-
selves, according to the divine declarations, that God freely
gives to us an interest in Christ and his salvation, according
to his gracious promise.

. ¢ 12. It is, therefore, belonging to the practical part of
the Clristian life, to maintain the same immediate trust and
confidence, in dependence on the divine faithfulness not to
suffer us to be confounded, that so our enjoyment of Christ,
union and fellowship with him, and all holiness by him, may
‘be continued and increased in us. _

¢¢ 13. The Scripture calls upon-Christians to walk no long-
_er according to the principles, or means of practice, that be-
long unto the natural and original state of man, but only ac-
cording to that new state given in Christ, which we receive
by faith, and the principles and means of practice that pro-
perly belong thereunto, and to strive to continue and increase
in such a manner of practice.
¢¢ 14. All ordinances of divine appointment, for the estab-
lishment and ipcrease of our faith, are to be considered only
in this way, of believing in Christ, and walking in him, ac-
oording to this new state given in him. :
¢ 15. That we may be confirmed in holiness, only by
believing in Christ, and walking in him by . faith, accord-
ing to the former assertions, we may take encouragement
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from the great advantages of this way, and excellent proper-
ties of it.”®

The above assertions were Mr. Hervey's ground-work for
a fourth volume of Theron and Aspasio, which was wholly
devoted to the subject of holiness.

He well understood, and constantly mamtained, the con-
nection between faith and holiness. The faith Mr. Hervey
maintained, was a trust in Jesus for his whole salvation, for a

. salvation from sin, ds well as from wrath; for that holiness
of heart and life, which are absolutely necessary to make us
meet for the inheritance of the saints in light, as well as for
that righteousness, by which we can only be accepted in the
sight of God. MHe judged the holy tendency of this faith did
not arise so much from the nature of the act, as from its ob-
ject, Christ made in the offer of the gospel to us, sinful crea-
tures, sanctification. He would sometimes say to his friends;
¢ Show me what men say of virtue, and I will show that
the faith I plead for is productive of it.”

Mr. Hervey’s views of this mystery, as appears from his
works and the above assertions, were, that no man can be
holy till he know a redeeming God as his everlasting friend:
that, therefore, the spring of true holiness is a well-grounded
persuasion of acquittance from guilt, of our reconciliation
with God, of our title to the everlasting inheritance, and of
grace sufficient for every case of need. Too many, appar-
ently serious people, look upon these blessings as the reward
of holiness, to be received after we have sincerely practised
universal holiness, not as previously necessary to perform any
act of true religion. This is the stumbling-block, which our
legal minds, dim with prejudice, and swollen with pride, will
hardly get over. These endowments, however, of our new
state, contained in the fulness of Christ, and enjoyed by an
appropriating faith, are, in Mr. Hervey’s opinion, the effect-
ual, and the only effectual, expedient to produce sanctifica~
tion, the very method which the Eternal Spirit has ordained
for our bringing forth these fruits which are by Jesus Christ

. ® See these assertions illustrated in Marshall on Sanctifioation. -
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to the praise and glory of God: whereas, if there sre amy
appearances of virtue, or any efforts of obedience, whicls
spring not from these motives and mesms of practice, Mr.
Hervey treats them as reprobate silver; he cannot aow them
the character of gospel holiness. This is illustrated in his
own words :—% By the exercise of this faith, and the en-
joyment of these blusmgs (mentioned above), we are sane-
tified, conseience is pacificd, and the heart purified; we are
delivered from the dominion of sin, disposed Lo holy tempers,.
and furnished for an holy praetice.”® <« I am sarry to hear
that Mr. should think my doctrine tends to the in-
troduction of licentiousness; far, very far from it; mine is
the genuine doctrine of the Seriptures, aad the omly doctrine:
ta reclaim mankind, as it encourages not teo continwe in their
sins, but to turn to their injured Lord, and receive salvation
at his beneficent hand. ¢ Him that cometh umto me, I
will in nowise cast out,” are our blessed Lord’s own words,
and all my preaching and writings are founded on that ecom~
fertable declaration to my lost undone fellosv-crestures, that
tender invitation to them in whom there ia no health.”} The
fellowing expressions in his Sermon om Ezek. xviii. 27, ex-
hibit the same conneetion of faith and helimess:—« Many
of my heasers, | observe, are husbandmen, and the seasen,
if I mistake not, ia the season. of seed-time. I will suppose
a person wnskilled in vour business, brethren, taking notice
of your work; perhapa he goes home, and says, ¢ Whet im-
coasiderste creatures bave I seen in the field! I saw them,
instead of laying up corn in the garner, throwing it away by
handfuls ; nay, they even buried it in the groum}, and left it
to putrify under the cled. Is this the way to improve their
stock, and incresse their substamce ? s this the way to get
gain, and to provide fer their families?” Should any meke
such a reflection on your conduct, you have an answer ready.
The same answer, only with an alteration of circamstances,
will be equally preper for your preacher. It istrue, his usuad
subjects are the absolutely free grace of God, the immensely

* Racommenuation of Marsball. 4+ Gen. €ol. Let. 183,
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tich merits of Christ, the infinite atonement and everlasting
righteousness of our Redeemer; but because he generally
enlarges on these doctrines, is he therefore throwing away
his word? Does he neglect the cause, or disregard the in-
terests of holiness? Far from it; he is sowing the seed of
vital boliness, without which seed holiness will never flourish
in your hearts, will never bring forth fruits in your lives, any
more than yeur ploughed lands would produce a crop of cora
without receiving the appointed grain. It is through the
knowledge of our adorable Saviour, as calling to glory and
virtue, that we have all things pertaining to life and godli-
mess.” In this Mr. Hervey follows the apostle’s directions te
‘Titus, declaring there was no way of inculcating good works
so effectually, as by insisting frequently on the doctrine of
free salvation by Christ, Tit iii. 4—9. Like every gospel
minister, he carefully explained and enforced the duties of
holiness to his hearers, in all their extent and spirituality.
But he viewed the truths of the gospel, strictly taken, as the
ministration ef Christ and his grace to the heart, these truths
of themselves disposing it to holiness. Indeed, he appre-
hended, that a sincere Christian’s love to God and men, with
its fruits in all sorts of duty, is to be considered as the effect
rather of the doctrines of grace itself, received into the heart,
than as the consequence of direct exhortations to that love
and duty ; so that when a preacher is not employed in direct
and explicit exhortations to holiness, but in setting forth the
love and grace of God in Jesus, he is by no means so remote
from the purpose of advancing holiness, as some apprehend.®

~ ® ¢ Jtis plain,” says a great divine, * from experimental observations of the
Jongest standing ard the greatest compass, that genuine morality is eminently pro-
moted by preaching up the purity of the gospel. The hope that is laid up for usin
heaven, whereof we hear by the word of truth, brings forth fruit in us: ¢ He that
has this hope in him, purifies himself, even as God is pure.” *—One of the martyrs
in Queen Mary's days cenfessed, that his prejudice against the Protestants was for
¢heir insisting 80 much on faith and things of a mysterious nature.  But, saith he,
¢ when ameng the Papists, I heard nothing bat works ; I searce did any. Now
where duties are preached less, I find them practised more.”—A judicious Christiaa
abo, in the Inst age, attests this from her own experience, in the following words s—
¢ The insisting on such truths as these, which have a tendency to lead from self to
Christ, by openipg and mnfolding the mystezies of grace laid upin him, 90 admigably



*86 MEMOIRS OF MR. BERVEY.

On this point he appeals to facts:—< Mark the effect of
preaching mere morality, and of preaching the grace of
Christ,” says he to a correspondent. ¢ Do they, who would
decry faith, and extol their good works, distinguish them-
selves by the practice of them? If not, I must beg leave to
say they are self-condemned. Only observe, for the next
month (by their fruits you will know them), the conduct of
those who are such loud advocates for the merits, the dignity
of man, and the freedom of his actions, and of those whe
rely on the active and passive obedience of Christ; and them
tell me ingenuously, which are the people that pay the. great
est reverence to the word of God, and in particular to the
fourth commandment? inquire which of them use family-
prayer ? whose conversation is most edifying ? which of them
visit and travel on Sunday? and which of them pass that
holy day as becometh those who have named the name of
Christ ? I will be bold to say, upon an impartial examina-
tion, the majority of these will be found on the side of those
who embrace the doctrine of the imputation of Christ’s right.
eousness, and who expect salvation by him alone, and not by
deeds which they have done.”*

This connection between faith and holiness, he understood
in his own experience. Under a pretence of acquiring faith,
which he reckoned a compound of virtues and good qualifi-
cations, he long sought in vain to establish a righteousness of
his own; but when he really received and rested on Christ

suited to answer the necessities of poor helpless creatures, I find, above all things,
encourages me to, and enlivens me in duty."—Experience of Mrs. Gertrude Clark-
son, p. 58.
.’ r. Gen. Col. Let. 209.—The following anecdote, related of a fellow-labourer
Mr. Hervey's by Sir Richard Hill, may not be unsuitable in this place:—‘* When
that faithful minister of Christ, Mr. Venn, was Vicar of Huddersfield in Yorkshire,
he told me, that a neighbouring clergyman, the Rev. Dr. L——, one day addressed
him nearly in the following words :—¢ Mr. Venn, I don’t know how it is, but I
should .really think your doctrines of grace and faith were calculated to make all
your hearars live jn sin ; and yet I must own that there is an astonishing reformation
wrought in your parish, whereas I don’t believe I ever made one soul the better,
though I have been telling them their duty for many years.” Mr. Venn smiled at
the Dootor’s ingenuous confession, and fraukly told him, he would do well to bura

all his old sermon, sad try what preaching Christ would do.”
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as offered to him in the gospel, he found, that as nothing in
the world could be compared with the glad tidings of salva-
tion for affording relief to his distressed conscience, so there
was nothing equal to it for establishing duty on a solid foun-
dation, enforcing it by cogent motives, and directing it to a
worthy end. The practical effects were answerable to his
faith ; love, real devotedness to God, and every good work,
sprang freely from his heart. He now found a new heart
and a right spirit; and every work and evidence, that he had
laboured and sought after with pain and sorrow, now pre-
sented themselves from the Spirit of Jesus he received by be-
lieving. Through life he experienced, that his purity of
heart and conduct bore a proportional degree with the appro-
priation of faith, in the person and work of Jesus, as an ef-
" fect from the cause; so that, when his believing assurance
was weak, his purity was little, and when it was strong, his
holiness was eminent. The following words of a learned and
evangelical modern writer well deserve a place here : —¢ Mr,
Hervey lived a life of faith, and, in consequence of that, a
life of heliness in the Redeemer. In the smallest things
he was exemplary. The late Mr. Romaine told me, that
once being in his company at breakfast, Mr Hervey (being
in ill health) retired with a small bason of milk to another
part of the room, he heard him praying over it; ¢ Lord, if
I obtain no nourishment from this food, at least Jet me get
thankfulness for it.” This is a little sample of the spirit in
which he lived; and his life was uniformly such. Happy
would it be for some, who have thought it proper to traduce
him, if their hearts were as warm towards Christ, and their
lives were as unspotted as his.™® Several of Mr. Hervey's

® Letter to the Compiler from Ambrose Serle, Esq. author of Hore Solijarie,
Christian Remembrancer, and other excellent works.—A worthy Minister of the
Church of England, once a determined Socinian, now a champion for the doctrines of
grace, along with Mr. Hervey and many others, gives his experimental testimony in
favour of the moral influence of the scriptural doctrines of grace. ¢ The doctrines
which I have now received are indeed charged with being destructive of moral prac,
tice, and tending to licentiousness ; but though I know that my best righteousnesses
are as filthy rags, yet, 1 trust I may return thanks to God, that by his grace he
hath 0 upheld me, since this change took place, that ] have not been permitted tg
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literary- friends thought he carried his views of the doctrine
of grace 3o far, that consequences, disadvantageous to holi-
ness and goed works, might be deduced from them, and
which he himself, instead of assenting to, would have rejected
with abhorrence. When any have pointed out to him some
expressions that were liable to be misunderstood in that re-
spect, he always disavowed any such meaning, and avowed,
that the fault was not in the evangelical doctrines so much
insisted on by him, but entirely in the ignorance, inattention,
and misimprovement of those who abused them to licentious-
ness. He would then add, he was ready to alter or retract
aoy sentiment or expression, which he apprehended to be
really exceptionable in this respect; but that, to make things
equally clear to every one’s apprehension, or to have the same
effect on every one’s mind, was an impracticable attempt.
He wondered how men of discernment (men who, one would
think, should be daily sensible of their innumerable failings)
could possibly espouse the opposite doctrines. To this he
added, that he professed to be a Calvinist, and consequently
the Arminians could not relish many things he advanced,
though what he wrote was exactly conformable to the ar-
ticles of the church.

By several under the influence of a legal temper, Mr. Her-
vey has been called an Antinomian in principle, as many
other evangelical writers have been.* Mr. Hervey detested

djsgrace the cause I have embarked in by any immoral conduct. My rejoicing in
this irespect is, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but
by the grace of Ged, I have my conversation in the world. And hereby I may
avow, that the belief of these doctrines hath 3 quite contrary effect upon me thap
that imputed to them. Most heartily do I desire, aim and endeavour, and pray, to
be enpbled to love God and keep his commandments, without partiality and without
hypocrisy ; and soto demean myself, as by well-doing to put to silence the ignorance
of foolish men. That I fall so very fur short in every thing, is not the effect of my
new -doctrines, but of my old depnvednamte. ¢ Create in me a clean hesrt,OGod

and renew a right spirit within me.” *—Force of Truth, by Thomas Scott, p. 146,
147.

® In every age, the most evangelical writers and ministers have been aspersed
with the character of Antinomian, by persons unacquainted with the gospel, who
went about to establish their own righteousness. Among others, Messrs. Trail,
Chauncy, Romaine, &c. in England, met with much obloquy and reproach, under
this name.  Several in Scetland also suffered in their good name on this sccount :
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the permicious principles which justly go under this name,
and laboured hard to explode them; yet, among others (sich
is the imperious power of error), several of his literary friends
have tried to injure his character, and the usefulness ‘of his
works, by branding bis doctrine with this odious name. The
above allegation, he knew, was an ancient csvil against the
doctrines of free grace; but as the objection was made aguainst
the apostolic doctrine, he was happy to be attacked in »0
good company, by the same sort of adversaries, and with the
esame weapons. Their reply was his impenetrable shield.
God forbid the imputation should be just! Yea, the very
reverse is true, for we establésh the law, both as a covenant and
as a rule. To load any set of men, who unite obedience to
orthodoxy, who preach duty as well as grace, and who are
always ready to espouse the precepts of religion with the
same zeal as they do its doctrines, to load these with being
enemies to holiness, and other odious names, is a reproach ia
which our Lord Jesus will reckon himself a fellow-sharer
and sufferer.

Mr. Herveyknew that the gospel-method of sanctification by
faith in Jesus, made of God to men sanctification, lies far be-
yond the apprehension of natural reason ; that had it been laid
before all the mere rationalists in the world, they would have
rejected it with disdain as foolishmess: ¢ But we preach
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and un-
to the Greeks foolishness,” 1 Corinthians i. 23. He also
had observed, that as the doctrine of the gospel is corrupted
to introduce a more rational sort of religion than faith work-
ing righteousness, a flood of licentiousness in the life swells
proportionally; and, on the other hand, real and thorough

a8 the eminently holy and judicions Messrs. Hog of Carnock, Boston of Ettrick,
and Ebeneger and Ralph Emkines, while maintaining the same dootrines for which
Mr. Hervey has been so much blamed. The Antinomian etrors are the following,
none of which the above ministers, or Mr. Hervey, ever maintained :—*¢ The books
of the O\ Testumnent are no rule of our faith under the gospel. Christ, and pardon
of ain, are 8o less our’s before believing than after it. Good works are not necessary
in respect of salvation, Christ having fulfilled all the demands of the law in our
stead. The ten commandments are not of indispensable obligation. When a believér
eomes shott in obeying God's law, he sins net, and ought not to mourn for it.”
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reformation in churches is always the effect of gospel-truth
received by faith.

Under these and other scriptural apprehensions, he expli-
citly maintained the necessary connection between faith and
holiness, and the overpowering influence of the former upon
the latter. Upon this he pleasantly and judiciously enlarges
as to religion in general, and the various graces and virtues
of the Christian life. We offer the following extracts from
his private letters, directed to those who he had good evi-
dence to believe were partakers of this holy faith:— So
long as the 11th chapter of the Hebrews remains in the Bible,
it will remain an unapswerable confutation of those objec-
tions which suppose the doctrine of faith to have an unkindly
influence on religious or virtuous practice; against all such
cavils it will stand fast for evermore, as the moon, and as the
faithful witness in heaven.” ¢ Let not any suspect that the
message of free rich grace has a tendency to sooth men into
supineness, or serve the cause of licentiousness. It is of all
other expedients the most effectually calculated to reconcile
us to God, to subdue our enmity, and captivate our perverse
affections, to impress our alienated hearts with adoring gtati-
tude, and engage our refractory wills to dutiful obedience.”
<« Relying on nothing valuable in yourself (he writes a friend),
but depending entirely upon the faithful promise of him who
cannot lie, then you will feel your hesrt to love your most
adorable benefactor, then you will study to please him in all
your conversation, then you will be truly holy.” < The
Lord purifieth the heart by faith, faith in Jesus Christ, as
giving his most glorious person for our ransom, and by his
own oblation finishing our transgression, yea, perfecting us
for ever. Would we renounce all ungodliness, would we live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in the world? That grace,
appropriated by Jaith, is the sure, the effectual means of true
sanctification ; the sure, the effectual motive of willing obe-
dience.” ¢ Faith is not a dormant grace, but an active prin-
eiple. As light never ceases to issue from the sun, or water

® Gen. Col. Let. §6
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from a perennial fountain; so a holy conversation, and a pu-
rified heart, are the inseparable effects of true faith: those
will always be more exemplary, in proportion as this is more
lJively.” Heillustrates this in particular instances of duty:—
¢ I congratulate Mr. on his wisdom and happiness
in giving up himself without reserve to the blessed God. Why
should we be reluctant in this delightful affair? One cause
of our backwardness is, our stubborn selfishness and strong
corruption : another reason is, we do not attempt it in the
proper way ; we consider perhaps the reasonableness of it,
we urge on our consciences the necessity of it, and we labour
with our hearts, if by any means we may bring them to the
practice of it ; but we seldom apply the endearing motives of
the gospel. Paul says, ¢ I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice.” Here the duty of surrendering ourselves to the
Almighty is inculcated, and the easy, the expeditious manner
of doing it, viz. by believing, is displayed. We are to present
our bodies, not in contradistinction to our souls, but in allu.
sion to the whole burnt-offering of old, in which not a joint,
or the fat, or the kidneys only, but the whole of the animal,
was set apart for the victim; so we are to devote, not this
talent or that only, but all we have, and all we are, to the
‘glory of his name, and to the good pleasure of his will, a liv-
tng sacrifice, not dead in carnal pleasure, nor asleep in spirit-
ual indolence, but awake and active for our Divine Master,
fervent and zealous in bis sacred service. ~What should en.
gage us to all this? The most inviting and the most forcible
of inducements, the mercies of our God. He bas given bhim.
self, and all his sublime perfections, to be our portion. He
has given his Son, his infinite atonement and everlasting
righteousness, to be our salvation. He bLas given us his Spirit
to testify of Christ in our hearts, to apply this great salva.
tion to our soul, and to make all grace to abound toward us.
All this he has given freely, irrevocably, eternally ; and can
we, under the influence of such a faitk, can we forbear the
inquiry, ¢ What shall I render to the Lord, for all his bene-
fits toward me? Such a faith will overcome the perverse,
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mess of our inclination; such a faith will make the work of
resignation pleasing. Between the mind actuated with such
= faith, and destitute of it, there is as much difference as be-
tween the liquid and the solid metal.™® ¢ We shall often
£eel our devotion benumbed, and theugh Nor mEALLY, yet
seemingly dead ; that is the time when faitk should exert it-
self. 'Then we should say with the prophet, ¢ God is my sal-
vation; I will trust, and not be afraid’ The blood of my
incarnate God makes me whiter than snow; in his obedience
I am completely righteous, and through his intercession I am
eternally safe. Thus should faith be as an evergreen, while
ol our graces are like the boughs of yonder elm, in its pre-
sent lifeless and forlorn condition. This is the way to have
our deadness enlivened, and to make our spiritual numbness
glow; it is by this precious faith that the wilderness buds and
blossoms as the rose.”+ ¢ The apostle says, Repent and be
baptised ; but if & poor sinner had asked him this question,
How shall I repent? what shall melt my stony heart? what
shall make me abhor wyself, and my beloved lusts? To this
effect he would probably have replied ; Nothing but the grace
of God manifested in Christ ; believe that the Lord delivered
up his dearest Son to die in your stead; believe that the bless-
ed Jesus has borne every one of your sins, in his bleeding
body and on the accursed tree: this, under the influence of
the Holy Ghost, will soften the hard heart : this will alien-
ate your hearts from all iniquity ; by this you will be taught
godly sorrow, Zech. x. 12. and evangelical humiliation, Ezek.
xxxvi. Repent, and believe the gospel. Repent, forsake
all your vices and all your follies. Mortify every evil tem-
per, and renounce every evil way. In order to render this
practicable, believe the gospel, wherein a Saviour is preached
and displayed, who makes peace for such offenders, reconciles
them to God, obtains eternal redemption for them ; this will
sweetly draw your affeetions from iniquity, and sweetly at-
tach them to the blessed God.”} ¢ The truest humility,

* Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 91.
+ Ibid Let 103. ' $ Ibid Let. 8¢
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the most genwine abasement, is grounded on a semse of our
ever-blessed Redeemer’s love. He that is high above all
height, humbled himeelf to death, even the death of the cross,
that he might make expiation for these offences. When we
are properly impressed with this astonishing snd delightful
truth, it will sink us in humiliation, while it exalts us ia

If we observe the scales of a balance, the higher the
one ascends, the lower proportionably the other drops. Se
the more we advance in this pa1TH, the more we shall in-
erease in poverty of spirit.”* <« Taylor upon faith working
by love, is what I never read. O that I may know its truth
by happy experience ! The Jove of Christ is the true source
of repentance, the true spur of obedience, and the trwe spur
to mortification ; it will make even the stern countenance of
that dreaded duty wear a smile. Under its influence, the dif-
ficult task of self-denial becomes not practicable only, bus
easy and eligible; we shall without reluctance deny ourselves
for his sake, who has obtained pardon of sin and eternal re-
demption for us; we shal) gladly renounce any allwring va-
rity fer his honour, who has made us children of God, and
Meirs of glory ; we shall be ready to distribute, willing to
communicate, for the relief of his afflicted servants, when we
Bebieve that their exalted Lord emptied even his veins, and
Jaid down his very life, for their salvation.™t <« Faith is
characterised as working by love. 'This is its happy tenden-
ey, and this is its genereus language,—Has Christ been so
- inconeeivably gracious to me ? Surely, then, I should be kind
to my fellow-crestures, and to all his people. Has he borne
all my sins on the tree of his cross? Then let me bear withy
patience the disappointments which Providence may ordain,
and bear with meekness the disrespect which my neighbours
may offer. Has he clothed me with the robe of his imma-
culate rightesusness? How gladly, them, should I clothe his
poor servants with the fleeces of my sheep, and accommo-
date them with the superfluities of my wealth ! —Has he pur-
- chased life and immortality for so despicable a creature, so

® Letters to Ledy F. Shirley, Let. 28. 4+ Ibid. Let. 66.
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vile a sinner ?  Surely, then, I should be zealous to glerify
his blessed name, should employ my little stock of talents to
magnify his Majesty, and farther his sacred cause.”® To have
our own wills subdued, resigned, and sacrificed to God’s, is
8 high attainment in the Christian life. If we think the
Lord acts in an arbitrary manner, disappoints and afflicts us,
to show his sovereignty, or because he is resolved to break
our humour, or curb our inclinations, we shall rather be in-
clined to fret and murmur, than cheerfully to acquiesce. Here
then, as in 4ll other cases, we must walk by faith, and the
thorny path will be smooth, the steep ascent will be plain.
If we believe that God wounded his dear Son with the sword
of an enemy and avenger, but chastises us with the rod of a
father; that through the great propitiation wrath is re-
moved, and all dispensations proceed from love, all events
work together for our good ; then we shall be reconciled to
the cup: the draught is not poison, but medicine ; nothing
will make it go down so readily, or sit so easily, as this con-
sideration.”+ ¢ You do right to overcome evil with good :
this is a noble conquest. May the arm of the Alnighty en-
able you to gain many such victories! Youact also from the
right principle: no consideration can so powerfully incline
us to forgive, as the bright hope and cheering prospect of our
own forgiveness. Since God has remitted to us a debt of ten
thousand thousand talents, shall we not readily remit a few
pence to our offending brethren? It is St. Paul's argument,
and a most affecting argument it is; ¢ Be ye kind one to an-
other, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God for
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.' May the Spirit of eternal
goodness confirm you in thés faith; give you a happy persua-
ston that ell your sins are blotted out by the blood of the
Lamb; that though there are and will be failings in you, yet
there is no condemnation for you! This will promote and
facilitate the increase of every virtue; just as a generous cor-
. dial exbhilarates the spirits, invigorates the limbs, and sheds

® Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 18.
4+ Ibid. Let. 84.
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- its benign influence through the whole frame.”*  His con-
stant direction was, ¢ Cherish faith, and you will of course
cultivate obedience ; water the root, and the branches of uni-
versal godliness will assuredly partake of its beneficial effects,
will spread and bring forth their fruits.”

On the whole, while the Antinomian pretends to receive
Christ, but does not reckon himself obliged to walk in Christ,
and the legalist considers himself as under an indispensable
obligation to walk in obedience to the law of Christ, while
he despises the doctrine of faith in his person and mediation,
Mr. Hervey was favoured with scriptural views of faith and
holiness ; and, as a true Christian, aimed at receiving the
Lord Jesus by believing, and at walking in him by practical
holiness.

SECT. IIL

HIS EXPLICIT AND ZEALOUS ATTACHMENT TO THE PCRITY
OF THE GOSPEL.

F oz some time in the beginning of his ministry, he was
much in the dark as to the peculiarities of the gospel; but
after he knew this grace of God, he appears very zealous in’
his attachment to it. While his amiable and candid disposi-
tion led him to be charitable in the extreme to those who
differed from him, he contended earnestly for the faith once
delivered ta the saints. When he heard or read of the dis-
agreement of eminent scholars and Christians about some
divine truths, he was not moved from the faith of the gospel;
but would say, ¢ O that this disagreement may teach us bu-
mility, not to lean to our own understanding, but to be as

® Letters to Lady F. Shirley, Let. 45.
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babes before our God, ever seeking for Ms guidance, ever de.
pending upon his Spirit !” He gives particular evidence of
this Christian temper, explicit regard for truth, in his Aspasio
Vindicated, agaimst Mr. Wesley, and in his private Letters
on the Divinity of Christ, on the Divine Personality of the
Spirit, on the Thirty-nine Articles of the Chureh of England,
and on the Imputation of Christ's Righteoussess. The fol-
lowing observations slso discover it. Im a préface to three
sermons he preached on public fasts, he says ; * Should it be
asked, Why does he obtrude bimself upon the public? when
80 many eminest writers have made their appearanee, whet
is bis motive ? This is the very truth: in several of the ser-
mons pwblished on this occasion, the one thing needfal seems
to be overlooked ; Christ and his free grace, Christ and his
great salvation, are either totally omitted, or but slightly
touched ; the door of hope and city of refuge are shown as
it were through a mist, dimly and indistinctly ; we bave no
more than a transient glimpse of the desirable object, and
only so much light as is sufficient to bewilder, rather than di-
rect. Where that is totally omitted, the door of hope is
barred, and the city of refuge is withdrawn from our view.
In this case, being without Christ, we are without consola-
tion, and may justly complain, with the mourning prophet,
¢ The Comforter that should relieve our soul is far from us.’
Through the followmg discourses a constant regard is paid
to the redemption which is tn Christ Jesus, to his all-atoning
blood, and his everlasting righteousness; which are the grand
means, both of comforting our hearts, and sanctifying oar
natures. Indeed, the principal aim of the whole is to display
the exeeeding riches of Christ, the matchiess efficacy of his
death, and that perfect freeness with which all his invaluable
benefits are bestowed. And the author will venture to assert,
that if ever reformation is produced im a sinfal nation, it
must, under the influence of the Eternal 3pirit, be produced
by the doctrines of free grace and justification through a Re-
deemer’s righteousness. Till these doctrines are generally
inculcated, the most elegant l-;rsnguu from the pulpit, or
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the most correct dissertations from the press, will be no bet-
ter than a pointless arrow, or a broken bow.” In a letter he
says, on this subject, ¢ As I have seen no discourses on the
last fast-days sufficiently evangelical, I have a strong desire,
for the supply of this one defect only, to appear on the stage.”*
¢ The Latin prayer you sent me seems to be composed by a
mystic. Not a word of Christ! access through his blood is
neglected ; acceptance through his righteousness is forgotten;
~—the grand error of the mystic divines ! who, wholly intent
on whdat God is to do in us, most unhappily disregard what
he has done for us in the person of his beloved Son.”+

In a letter to a friend he says ; *“ Warburton has published
two volumes of sermons, in which, it seems, he has decried
experimental religion, disregarded the peculiarities of the gos-
pel, and treated the operations of the Spirit as mere enthu-
siasm. If this be the effect of his great learning, then, good
Lord, deliver us all, say I, from such an attainment ! If you
either have or can borrow them, just let me peep on them.
Don’t buy them to gratify me; I can relish nothing but what
is evangelical.”} Observing an unevangelical sénse given by
8 celebrated expositor, he remarks; * I am sorry to see this

and the preceding interpretation in the works of an exposi- -

tor, whose learning I admire, whose piety I reverence, and
whose memory T honour; yet I must say on this occasion,
with one of the ancient philosophers, ¢ Plato is my friend,
Socrates is my friend, but, above all, truth is my friend.’”§
Under this head we may rank the following caution and
direction :—¢¢ This discovers an error,” says Mr. Hervey,
¢ which is often committed in our attempts to instruct little
children. What is more common than to tell them, ¢ if they
will be good, God Almighty will love and bless them;’ where-
as they should rather be informed, that God Almighty has
given his Son to die for sinners; and if they pray to him, he
will forgive their sins, will make them holy and happy, and
bless them with all spiritual blessings in Christ.”|| These

® Letters to Lady F. Shitley, Let. 83, - 4 Gen. OoL Let. 137.
T 1bid. 134, § Note to}'{'heron and Aspasio. I} Ibid.
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doctrines of grace, which he so explicitly maintained, he fally
expected would be opposed. He had been warned of this by
Mr. Whitefield; < I foretel the fate of these volumes: no-
thing but your scenery can screem you ; self will never con-
sent to die, though slain in so genteel a manner, without
showing some resentnrent against its artful murderer.™® He
expected it himself. Enlarging on sovereign grace, as run.
ning through all divine blessings, he observes; ¢ This is that
glorious gospel, which human learning could never have dis-
eovered, which carnal reason canmmot understand, which the
wisdom of this world counteth foolishness, which the envy of
the devil and the pride of man will always oppose.” ¢ So
Jong as the devil is suffered to deceive the nations, and so long
as the heart is unconvinced of sin, we may assure owrselves,
the doctrines of justification by Christ’s righteoasness, and
salvation by free grace, will be opposed.”} ¥ You may de-
pend upon it,” he. writes to a friend, ‘ many people will be
disgusted at my books and their sentiments. Youw remember
who it is that says, ¢ Blessed is he, whosoever shall net be of-
fended in me.” Christ himself was a sign that should be spoken
against ; his doctrine was to some foolishness, to others a
stumbling-block ; and the preachers were sometimes pro-
nounced mad, and generally treated as tire offscouring of ail
things ; so that you need not be surprised if you should see
the book } fiercely attacked, and iltiberally reproached. I
have long ago given myself warning of such cempliments.'§
¢ I expect a severe attack from the reviewers;. but our God
and Saviour, whose grace we would magnify, whese interests
they would oppose, can tumn these wise men backward, and
make their knowledge foolishness.”||

In the view of all this, he was firmly attached to gospel-
doctrine. Here it may be observed, that, chiefly in the first
days of Mr. Hervey’s knowledge of the truth, through his
modesty, and the solicitations of others, he had been too for-

" ™ Gillies’ Memoirs of Whitefield. + Gen. Col. Let. 209.
1 His Dialogues. § Letters to Lady F. Shixley, Let. 87+
}i, Letter to Mr. Ryland.
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ward in his commendation of those who were no friends to
spostolic Christianity; for which he has been misrepresented
by the artful, and abused by the malevolent. He was sen-
sible a man may be very useful and amiable among men, and
at the same time an utter enemy to the grace of God. His
intention was only to commend what was amiable in every
one, passing over their blemishes: particularly, when he says
of Erasmus and Lock, that they sat at the feet of Jesus, he
only meant to express, in an elegant way, that they betook
themselves to the reading of the Scriptures. In this design,
he acknowledged, he was carried to an extreme; afterwards,
as he increased in knowledge and grace, he took care to keep
his eye on scriptural truth, as the bond of peace, and only
rule of Christian charity. Under these impressions, he spared
not the tenets of those whom he otherwise admired. Speak-
ing of Clarke’s Annotations on the Bible, as generally judi-
cious, yet, on certain points of gospel-doctrine, unsatisfactory
and vague, he adds, ¢ I could mention another celebrated
commentator who leans to the trimming side,” who, by s
note cited from him, seems to be his most intimate friend,
Dr. Doddridge. He farther says; * I would speak the truth
as it is in Jesus, with boldness and without reserve. God
forbid I should be backward to plead for the interest of that
Redeemer on earth, who, I trust, is making intercession for
* me in heaven.”® ¢ On Sunday last a clergyman sent me,
for my perusal, a sermon preached by Dr. T. before the House
of Commons, on the last public fast. When I perused it, I
saw not a single mention of Christ, nor a single hint of an
evangelical nature. I was surprised and grieved; and so
much the more as it was preached by one of the most cele-
brated divines in the kingdom, and before the whole kingdom
convened in their representatives. I thought it was a pity,
indeed, such a notorious slight put upon our most glorious
Redeemer should pass without animadversions. I could not
forbear wishing that the Lord would enable even me (the
least and weakest in my heavenly Father’s house) to bear my

® Gen. Col. Let, 157
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testimony for Jesus, who was crucified. I therefore conceived
some thoughts of publishing a sermon preached at Weston,
upon a subject somewhat similar to his; for though' mine is
designedly plain, and destitute of the polite Doctor’s embel-
lishments, yet it has more of Christ and his gospel. I alse
apprehended, if to this was prefixed and subjoined: some re-
marks upon the Doetor’s performance, it might not be unsea-
sonable nor unprofitable. Now, my dear friend, if you ap-
prove the design, would you draw up some remarks upon the
Doctor’s discourse, while I am endeavouring to retrieve my
sermon® from a few hints, which I happened, on that occa-
sion, to put down in short hand? I will ewn to you, my
heart almost trembles at the project of appeariag in print
against so eminent a man; and if you do not think proper to
be my help and abettor, I must drop the design. May the Lord
Jesus, whose honour is concerned, whose blood and righteous-
mess, whose Spirit and graee, have been disregarded, and
treated as cyphers; may be direet your determination,. fruc~
tify your invention, give you all knowledge, and: all utter-
ance’ What think you of this method of proceeding?
making remarks upon the unevangelical passages,—pointing
out the places where an oppertunity offered of enlarging upon
gospel-topics,—exemplifying this gospel-manner, and showing
that it woul@ be'no prejudice, but give infinite weight and
force to the argument: but I leave all to-the-blessed God and *
my dear friend. Your last, I think, is a most masterly piece
of controversy. May you now be enabled to outdo yourself.
The subject and the eccasion are of the last importance. I
shall wait, with ineessant prayer to him, whose name is. Won-
derful Counsellor, till I receive your answer.”+ To the same
purpose is the following remark to a friend; I like Mr.
’s spirit, only wish it were a little more evangelical :
let us so act our parts.” Says he, ** Might not Tully have
said the same ?- has not Seneca said as much ? why should not

® This he published under thie title, ¢ The Way of Holiness.”

4+ Mr. Hervey’s friend, on considering the above proposal, wrote ¢ Remarks
on not preaching Christ,” and addressed them to Dr. T. the preacher of the fast-
day sermon.—See the substance of these in the Appendix.
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Christ Jesus be the foundation of our hopes? Ts it less com-
fortable to say with St. Paul, ¢ He that spared not his own
Son, but gave him up for us all, shall he not with him freely
give us all things? ™ Some of his friends apprehending Bi-
shop Fowler, in his Design of Christianity, had given better
directions for the attainment of true holiness, than his fa-
vourite Mr. Marshall, he writes; ¢ As to Bishop Fowler, he
has, as far as I have read, good sense, clear language, and
sometimes fine striking sentiments ; but I most cordially em-
brace the proposition, viz. ¢ that faith justifieth only as it
apprehendeth the merits and righteousness of Jesus Christ,’
which he peremptorily condemns, p. 160, third edition. Please
to cast your eye to the fifth line of the next paragraph, (the
Bishop’s words are, ¢ Imputation of Christ’s righteousness,
consists in dealing with sincerely righteous persons, as if they
were perfectly so, for the sake of Jesus Christ’), and compare
his sincerely righteous persons with St. Paul’s declaration,
Rom. iv. that Christ justifieth the ungodly.™+ Having read a
treatise, entitled, ¢ An impartial Inquiry into that Faith
which is required in the Gospel, as necessary to Salvation,”
he remarks ; ¢ I see nothing valuable in the work, but what
comes from the paper-will and printing-press; the paper and
type are indeed very beautiful. What a wild proposition is
that, viz. that by faith in Jesus Christ we understand a per-
suasion of the mind, that Jesus Christ was sent by God to
redeem and instruct mankind! At this rate the very devils
are endued with the Spirit of our God ; they believe, with
this persuasion, that the Christien revelation is true. Amidst
8o many palpable errors, who shall lead us into all truth?
He that is our great Master, and Wonderful Counsellor.”}
This, says Dr. , is my faith, that if we do well, we shall
be accepted through the merits of Christ. Mr. Hervey replies;
* 1 might ask the Doctor, whether Ae does well? dare he
avow this before me, his fellow-worm and sinner ? how then
will he maintain the pretension before the infinitely pure
God, in whose sight the very heavens are not clean? But I

®- Gen. Cal. Let. 30 ) + Ibid. 128 3 Dbid. 157,
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choose to ask him (what may seem less offensive), has he
never read of the righteousness of faith? of being made
righteous by the obedience of ovx # of righteousness without
works ? True Christians obey, because they are already ac-
cepted in the Beloved, because they have received eternal life
in Jesus Christ as a free gift.™® ¢ Do you ask me what I
think of the polite 's sermon? It is a mere moral
essay,} not a sermon; it wants the light of Christ. To
speak the truth, I think it is an arrant Cyclops, a hideous eye-
less monster. From such preachers, and such sermons, the
good Lord deliver us! Isany remedy for sin comparable to
the blood, the righteousness, the intercession of a Divine Re-
deemer? Pity, ten thousand pities, so great a man (for so
the author really is) should not know, or should totally over-
look, the grand peculiarities of the gospel. It grieves me
such unchristian doctrine should be thus propagated. If a
fair opportunity offers, I would gladly bear my testimony
ageinst such enormous perversion of the gospel of Christ.
I am sorry to own, that we rarely find any considerable stric-
tures of the great evangelical peculiarity (the doctrine of jus-
tification through the imputed righteousness of our Redeem-
er) in our modern theological discourses.™ His favourite
Marshall, and his doctrine, was much contemned by his lite-
rary friends ; they reckoned it dark, perplexing, and unin-
telligible. He, however, firmly maintained these doctrines
as scriptural to the end; and declared, that was he banished
to some desolate island, possessed only of two books beside
his Bible, this should be one of them, perhaps the first of the
two.

® Gen. Col. Let. 157.
+ On such preaching, Mr. Hervey's friend, Dr. Stonehouse, sent a clergyman
the following lines s
¢ The specious sermons of a worldly man,
Are little more than flashes in the pan:
The mere haranguing upon what they call
Morality, is powder without ball.
But he who preaches with a Christian grace,
Fires at our vices, and the shot takes place.”
% Gsn. Col. Let. 57,
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He was eminently zealous for the precious doctrine of im-
puted righteousness. ¢ Let us not treat of it in such dilut-
ing terms, or in such compromising strain, as shall defeat the
efficacy of the heavenly cordial, or deliver up the precious
depositum to the enemies of the gospel; let us rather, by a
«<lear and full manifestation of the truth of this capital and
leading doctrine, recommend ourselves to every man’s con-
science. Shall we ot dispute for imputed righteousness, see.
ing the word is a grand peculiarity of the Scriptures, and the
" thing is the very spirit and essence of the gespel? Not dis-
pute for that which is better to us sinners than all the world;
better than our hearts could wish, or our thoughts conceive;
which, in short, is the best, the noblest, the completest gift
that God himself can bestow? When such a gift, such a
righteousness, is the subject of disputation, we must not give
place, no not for an hour; we must maintain its matchless
excellency, so long as we have any breath or any being.” As
be had himself, in his first days, decried the active righteous-
ness of Christ, he appears very zealous for this in particular.
Oane having hinted we must speak sparingly of it, he answers;
¢ I hope no lover of Christ will be persuaded to secrete this
invaluable truth of the gospel. Shall such a truth skulk in
& corner, or speak only in a whisper? No, let us proclaim
it upon the house-top, and wish that the joyful sounds may
reach the very ends of the earth. We know there are persons
in the warld, that if they can have pardon through Christ,
think they shall, by their own doings, secure etemal life ;
we must, therefore, dwell upon the active righteousness of our
Lord; 