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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Publifhers having now completed this

undertaking in which they had enga-
ged, beg leave to return their cordial thanks to
their friends and the pwblic for the flattering re-
ception it has met with. ‘Phey are highly grati-
fied in having bad repeated folicitations to add a
fourth volume, if the whole of the, fubjects fuited
to meet the public eye could not be contained in
the third volume. ‘With thefe folicitations, how-
ever, they did not judge it proper, from various
confiderations, at prefent to comply ; at the
fame time, they think it their duty to intimate,
that, if thefe folicitations are continued, and
other favourable circumftances encourage them,
a fourth volume may in a fhort time be publithed.
For, though on the outfet of this undertaking, it
was computed that the whole could have been
comprifed in three volumes, they.now find that
with eafe they could haye made a fourth.
This the public may in fo far be fenfible of, as
they will perceive feveral of the fubjetts mention-
ed in the propofals originally iffued, not contained
in thefe volumes; and they hgve fince difcovered
- others equally if not more important and inte-
refting.
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ATTESTATION .

IN

FAVOUR OF THIS WORK

E, whofe names are fubjoined, -

" having hud opportunity of looking

over feveral of thefe Sermons in Manu-
fcript, now propofed for publication, have
{uflicient reafon to be {fatisfied, that they
are the genuine remains of the worthy Au-
thor whofe name .they bear. ‘They have
been tranfmitted through the hands of
his lineal defcendants.  From the hand-
writing, which is fuch as was common to-
wards the beginning of this century, though
now rather antiquated, as well as from the
information of thofe who had accefs to
know,
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know, it appears that thefe Sermons were.
the original autograph, written at the time
mentioned in the dates affixed to them.
But to thofe acquainted with the {pirit and
manner of Mr BosroN's other writings, the
perufalof the Dilcourfes themfelveswill con- .
vince them’ that they are genuine, They
difcover the fame ferious and {piritual ftrain,
—-the fame perfpicuity and fimplicity of lan-
guage,—the fame happy fertility and copi-
_oufnefs of fcriptural proof and illuftration,—
the fame pertinent application of his fubje&s
to perfons and times—the fame deep con-
cern about the public interefts of religion,

and the dangers to wbich thefc kingdoms
Lave been expofed through heinous fins

and backflidings,—as are confpicuous in his
other Works. Few have ever -attained to
his manner amd ftyle of writing, fo much
-adapted topopular and general edification.
Such of thefe Difcourfes as we have per-
ufed, feem to have been as carefully and
fully written as thofe formerly publifhed,
and on fubjets no lefs interefting. The
Sermons in this colle&ion which were com-

. poled at the time of the Rebellion that arofe
upon
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upon the acceflion of the prefent family to

the throne, will be found deferving parti.
cular attention in fuch a period as the pre-

fent. It muft be a public benefit to have

fuch a favoury entertainment made accef-

fible, through the Prefs, to all who regard

the means of their.own fpiritual improve-

" ment, or that of others; and we hope, that,

through the divine blefling, the long-pre-

vailing rage for frivolous or dangerous read.-
ing, may, in fome meafure, be counterac-
ed, by fuch folid and ufeful pubhcatlons
as tbe prefent.

" THus far we have taken the liberty to
exprefs ourfelves, in compliance with the
requeft of thofe concemed in the prefent
Publicatioen. 2

( Signed)
ArcH. Bruck, Min‘zﬂ;r of the Cq@el at Whitburn..
Joux Broww, Minifler of the Gofpel at Longridge.
Ros. PatERsoN, Minifler of the Gojpel at Biggar.

¢
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ADVERTISEMENT,

HE Author of the Difcourfes now of-

1 fered to the Public, is fo univerfally
known, and his chara@er as a practical and
evangelical writer is fo fully' eftablifhed
with religious perfons of all denominations,
that, in regard to the prefent Publication,
it may fuffice to ftate, that the Difcourfes
in this and the fucceeding Volumes, are all
of them upon important Subjects; fome of
them uncommon and ftriking. They were

compofed by the Author in the early part
of his miniftry, and in the moft vigorous pe-

riod of his life, as will appear by the dates

prefixed to them; om which account, as
well as to diftinguifh them from preceding .
Publications by the fame Author, though
they are the laft offered to.the Public, they
appear under the title PriviTLE; and as the
whole of the remaining Manufcripts of the
hand-writing of the worthy Author, as far
as is known, are in the pofleflion of the pre-
' fent
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fent Publifhers, for the purpofe of accom-
plithing the prefent publication, the title
ULTiMa is added ; intimating, that it is al-
moft certain, that they are the Laft Remains

that will meet the public eye, as a genuine
production from the pen of this able Divine.

* After the ample recommendation by the |

Author’s near relation, and two other re-
- {pe@able clergymen, contained in the pre-
ceding pages, it will be neceffary only far-
ther to add, that thele Difcoutfes have been
faithfully tranfcribed from the originals in
the Author’s hand-writing, and corredly
printed from them. It is not doubted but
that thefe volumes will be highly accept-
able to the religious of all denominations,
who, we truft, will unite with the Editor
and Publifhers, in fincere and fervent
prayers, that, through the divine bleﬁing,
they may be extenﬁvely ufeful.

menuxcn, 3
7anuary 13. 1800.

A . .. i
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SER MO N S.

SERMON L

INFALLIBLE ANTIDOTES AGAINST UNBE-
LIEVING FEARS.*

REv. i. 17. 18.—Fear not: Iam be that liveth, and
was deady and beboldy, I am alive for evermore,
Amen : and have the keys of bell and death.

A communion-table is about to be covered.

e great end of perfons fitting down at that
table is, that they may fuck the breafts of eonfola-
tion, and drink abundantly of - that blood which
flows from the pierced fide of a crucified Saviour. -
Some feed at this table without fear. Others fear -
fo much that they cannot feed. “To fuch poor
trembling fouls our text fpeaks good and comfort-
able words : Fear net, &c. .

As the Lord thewed to Daniel, a man greatly
beloved, the ftate of his church till his firft co-
ming ; fo to John, another beloved difciple, he

oL. L. B - difclofes

;[‘O-DAY is the feaft of the Chriftian paffover.

# Delivered immediately before the diféenfation of thg
Lord’s fupper, Oflober 6. 1706,
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difclofes the ftate of his church till his fecond co-
ming. Both of them were dignified with a vifion
of éhriﬁ, the Son of God; and on each of them
it had almoft the fame effe@®. In Daniel therere-
mained no ftrength, Dan. x. Here we fee the vi-
fion had a fimilar effe&t on John. He is repre-
fented, ver. 17. as a dead man. He was con-
founded with the glory of the perfon whom he
faw. His eyes were dazzled with the brightnefs,
his ftrength failed, he could a& noe more than if
he had been dead.- But our Lord revives him.
He lays his right hand on him, and frengthens

_him, that he might be able to ftand, hear, and re-
ceive his orders. Jefus comforts him. He re-
bukes his fears: Fear not. There is a fear with
which God is well pleafed, and a fear of which he
does not approve. This laft is exceffive fear, which
greatly mars us in our duty, makes our hearts
faint, and our hands hang down, fo as that we
have neither heart nor hand for our work. This
is incident to the people of God ; but Chrift does
not allow them in it, though he is tender of them
under it. -

‘We have next, the grounds of confolation, to
difpel this fear, viz. (1.) The Godhead of Chrift.
He is the firft and the laft. The firft principle of
all things, from whom they had their beginning,
and the laft end of all things: an irrefragablc refti-
‘mony this of the divinity of Chrift. And it thews
us that the comfort of believers depends upon this
article.~ (2.) The union of the Godhead and man-
hood in one perfon :—where Chrift is held forth
as God, the living God; who had /fe from
eternity of himfelf, and gave life to all the crea-
tures :— As manj in that it is faid he died. It is
{fpoken-of the fame perfon. It was the living God
that died, though not the divine nature. Here



AGAINST UNBELIEVING FEARS. Is

we fee propofed, for John’s comfort, the death of
Chrift, God-man. He was made man, and died.
¢3.) His refurretion: Iam alive. He overcame
death, and arofe the third day. (4.) The eternity
of that life to which he was raifed up : he lives for
‘evermore. 'To all this is prefixed a debold! to {tir
up believers to notice it as the grand fountain of
.- their comfort ; and it is followed with an afleve-
Tation, Amen, or verily, to put them out of doubt
of it.

Next, we have his Mediatorial fovereignty: He
hath the keys of hell and death. 'The keys are an en-
fign of government. The key of the houfe of Da-
vid is laid upon his thoulder. He opens and none
can fhut, be fhuts and nene can open, Ifa. xxii. 22.
None go to death or hell but when he fends them;
and none are kept out of hell, and taken to glory,
but by him. ‘

- From this fubje& we may obferve the following

DocrriNe. That the death and refurre@ion of
Chrift, that eternal life to which he was raifed,
and his Mediatory fovereignty, are the great
grounds of the faints confolation, and fufficient
to difpel all their unbelieving fears.

In difcourfing upon this fubject, I fhall, by di-
vine aid, :

I. Speak a little, and but a little, to each of thefe
things, to unfold them, fo as that the ground of
comfort in them may appear. - .

II. Point out the confolation of the faint to be
found in thefe. .

III. Make fome practical improvement.

L To fpeak a little to each of the things in the
B2 texty
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text, to unfold them, fo as that the groynd of com-
fort in them may appear. '
1. As to his death. On this I offer thefe few
semarks; (1.) His death fuppofeth—his incarna-
tion, and living as 2 man in the world, Johni. 14.
¢ The word was made flefh; and dwelt among us.”
This has a refpet to the Shechinah, or the divine
prefence; that was a fire, éncompafled with a
cloud, which was above the ark in the firft temple.
Chrift’s divinity was clouded with his humanity ;-
the form of God, with the form of a fervant, Phil.
ii. 6.—8. « He took upon him our nature.” Hewas
a partaker of fleth and blood, Heb. ii. 14. Thus he
became a fubftantial Mediatoer between God and
man, that fo he might.be a Mediator of reconcilia- -
tion; how he was conceived, born, and lived in
the world, the Evangelifts fully relate. (2.) His
death was vicarious: He died in the room and
ftead of finners, not indeed of all, but of his own
fheep. The Socinians allow that he died for our
good, though not in our room ; but this places the
death of the martyrs and of Chrift on the fame
footing. But-the fcripture is plain, Matth. xx. 28.
« He came to give his life a ranfom for many.”
Gal. #i. 13. ¢« Chrift hath redeemed us from the
curfe of the law, being made a curfe for us. He
was made fin for us, and died, the juft for the un-
juft.” There was a real imputation of the fins of
" the ele& unto Chrift, and a real tranflation of the .
punifhment due to us_upon him, Ifa. lii. 4.—6.
<« Surely he hath born our griefs, and carried our
forrows : yet we did efteem him ftricken, fmitten
of .God, and affli¢ted. But he was wounded for
our tranfgreflions, he was bruifed for our iniqui-
ties; the chaftifement of our peace was upon him,
and with his ftripes we are healed. All we like
#heep have gone aftray : we have turned every one
- .. to
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to his 6wn way, and the Lord hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all.”—This was typified by the fa-
crifices under the law, on the head. of which the.
efferer ldid his hand, typically transferring the fin
upon the beaft ; which was really accomplifhed in
that true facrifice of Chrift, who gave himfelf for
us, * an offering and a facrifice. to God for a fweet
fmelling favour,” Eph. v. 2. (3.) His fufferings and
death were moft exquifite: ¢ God fpared not his
own Son.” In the death of Chrift there was a com-
“plication of deaths; they murdered his reputation,
execrating him as a blafphemer againft God, anda
traitor againft the government; placing him be~
tween two malefators, as if he had been the great-
eft of the three. ~ They murdered his body, and
that in.a moft cruel manner: The wrath of God
fell upon his foul, - the firft drops of which made
him cry out, « My foul is exceeding forrowful.”
His enemies fhewed no pity, but gave him vinegar
to drink :. He got judgement without mercy from
God: Even the fun was darkened, that he might
not have the light of it, becaule it is pleafant to the
eyes. (4.) His fufferings and death were fatisfac<
tory, and that fully. By his one facrifice, he hath
for ever perfeQed them that are fan&tified. He
was Lord of his own life: He voluntarily laid it
down, and that upon.a compa& betwixt the Fa-
ther and him.. Being God, the fulnefs of the God-
head dwelling in him, the fulnefs of merit cannot.
be doubted ; for fo_his fufferings were of infinite
value, to which nothing can be added. He was'
God, and purchafed the church with his own.
blood; Acs xx. 28: There was a proportion be-
tween the fins of the eleét and the -fufferings of
Chrift: Sin is an infinite evil, his fufferings- were:
of infinite value. His- deity. ftamped an infinite
value on his fufferings i3 and in this refpe&t thedz .
o ' - B 3 7
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do more than equal all the poffible fufferings of
ALL CREATURES together ;- for what would they
all be to Gop pyinG? co
2. As to his refurre&tion, and the life to which-
he was reftored. The text fays, Bebold, I am, alive.
Had he lain ftill in the grave as dead, all the hopes
of believers had died with him; but behold, we
have David’s_conifort : his foul was not left in hell,
" neither did he fee corruption, Pfal. xvi. 10. Here
confider, (1.)That God raifed up Chrift, AQs ii. 24.
¢ Him God hath raifed up, having loofed the pains
of death ; becaufe it was not poffible that he fhould
be holden of it.” There was the weight of all the
ele@’s fins lying on him as a grave-ftone. This.
was rolled away, and he was raifed up by the ex-
ceeding greatnefs of God’s power, Eph. i. 19. By
this power, alfo, the Father declared bim to be his
Son indeed, Rom. i. 4. ; and that he was fully fa-
tisfied for the. debt Chrift undertook to pay..
~ Therefore, though Chrift himfelf could have rolled.
-away the ftone, yet an angel, God’s officer, is fent:
‘to do it, to open the prifon-door; thereby declaring,.
that the Judge had no more to exact of him, that
the debt was completely paid. (2.) Where he now:
lives. It is in heaven, the better country, which
we had forfeited by fin, but where we ftill-would:
fain be. Forty days after his refurrefion; he af-
cended into heaven. As a public perfon he died,
and as fuch he afcended. There the forerunner is
for us entered, even Jefus, made an High-Prieft
for ever, after the order of Melchifedec. He is
fet down on the Father’s throne, and is at his right
-hand. Having offered his bloody facrifice, he .is.
now gone into the holieft of all, and there will con-
tinue till the reftitution of all things. (3.) For what
he lives. The apoftle tells us, that it is to make
interceffion for ws; and he himfcif fays, it is;to
. L prepare

1
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prepare a place for us in his Father’s houfe, where
there are many manfions. He went there to take
“infeftment of heaven for us, and he lives to keep
pofleflion. He lives there as the Advocate of the
faints, who have continual bufinefs at the court of
Heaven, yet have no fkill to manage it; « but,”
fays Paul, ¢ Chrift is entered there to appear in
the prefence of God for us.” This is faid in allu-
fion to a cuftom among confederated ftates and
princes, who have their agents, who, upon all oc-
cafions, appear in the prefence of the prince in
behalf of thofe they reprefent, and for whom they
negotiate, to take up any emergent differences,
or manage whatever bufinefs may be put into their
- hands.——We now go on,

3. To the eternity of this life : The man Chrift
lives for evermore.. Amen. Says Paul, « He ever
liveth,” and that as God-man. The faints cannot
outlive their Advocate ; nay, through eternity they

- fhall behold his glorious face. He will never lay
afide our nature. He is now for ever out of the.
reach of death. He dicth no more, death hath no

. more dominion over him. Jofeph’s brethren, when
they faw their father was dead, were in a great
fear, left Jofeph fhould avenge the wrong they
had done him. No fuch fear needs the believer
have. Jefus lives.for ever, to be the eternal bond of
the faints eternal communionwith God. For, feeing -
we can neither come 'to God by ourfelves, nor by
ourfelves abide in communion with him, it is necef-
fary, that as we come to God by Chrift,, {fo by him
alfo muft we abide with God forever.. The-mem-
bers muft receive influences and .glory from their
Head, to whom they fhall remain for ever united,
He lives for ever, to be their prophet, for the

‘Lamb is the light of the New Jerufalem, Rey. xxi.
23.5 and he will be their Pricft for ever ; he cmu:tiﬁ

o .
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nuecth for ever, having an unchangéable priefthood,
Heb. vii. 24. He will eternally reprefent his ownr
facrifice as the foundation of our eternal glory 3
and as for his kingdom, it is an everlafting king-
dom, that fhall not be deftroyed, Dan. vii. 14..
——Let us, .

4. Attend to his Mediatorial fovereignty. He

hath the keys of hell and death. He hath all.

. power over the prefent and future worlds. Hell

and death are terrible to the believer ; but Chrift.
holds the keys of both. He went down to the

grave, opened the door, and brought the keys

away. with him. None go to hell but whom he

fends there, and confequently the keys of heaven.
are in his. hand ; which is here alfo underftood..
He has « all power in heaven and earth,” Matth.

xxviii. 18. Of this, Jofeph’s exaltation in Egypt-
was a type, Gen. xli. 40. And thefe keys are the

purchafe of his blood, Phil. ii. 8. 9. ¢ Becaufe he
humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto death; .
even the death of the crofs. Wherefore God alfo -
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name.
which is above every name,” &c.

Now, thefe things, the death, refurretion, life,
and power of Jefus, may be confidered three ways, .
in order to. improve them for confolation to the-
faints. (1.) As patternsand examples.. It is the
ordinary way of diftrefled perfons, to conclude
there is no forrow like their {forrow ; and if ye can.
fatisfyingly anfwer- that ordinary queftion of theirs,
'Was therg ever any.in my cafe that got fafely out
of it? you will do much to allay their grief, and:
raife their hopes. Thus we find the apoftle im+
proving the fufferings and glory of Chrift, Heb..
xil. 3. % For confider him,” fays he, ¢ that endured
fuch contradi@ien of finners againft. himfelf, keft-
ye be wearied, and faint. in . your minds.” f(e‘a',
Lo cius
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Jefus himfelf fa'ys, Rev. iii. 21. % To him that
overcometh will I grant to fit with me on mythrone,
even as I alfo overcame, and am fet down with my
Father on his throne.” (2.) As pledges, affuring
the faints of what they wifh for. Thus the apoftle
improves the refurrection of Chrift, to affure be-
lievers they fhall not lie ever confuming in a grave,
but fhall be raifed up to glory. Chrift fays he is
rifen from the dead, the firft-fruits of thofe that
flept, 1 Cor. xv. 20.; and Jefus tells us, that his
life is a pledge of ours : « Becaufe I live, ye fhall
live alfo,” John xiv. 19. (3.) As containing in
them fufficient falves for all their fores. Thus are
thefe the -magazine of the faint’s confolation, his
wounds are the clefts of the rock, wherein the poor
creature may fafely hide- itfelf. Only bruife the
fpices, pour out the ointment, confider them in
their nature and effets, and affuredly they will
fend forth a pleafant fmell, fuficient to revive and
comfort a fainting foul.——We are now,

II. To point out the nature of that confolation
which faints may derive from thefe. For this pur-
pofe, let us take a view of the fountains of their
fears and diftruft. - :

1. There is the fupereminent glory and infinite

" majefty of the great God. This, when feen and
confidered by poor worm man, whofe habitation is
in the duft, is a great fource of fear. This made
John fall down at his feet as dead. Who can be-
hold the glorious majefty upon this earth, and not
be ready to dwindle into nothing ? How-do fome
tremble at the view of their fellow-creatures exalt-
ed above them in power and dignity ! But O what
a vaft difproportion betwixt God and the greateft
monarch | This challenges our tear indeed, but

the faints ought not to let it degenerate inte ﬂ}\jfh .
’ . ar.
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fear. God has vailed his throne in the héavens;
he fpreads his cloud upom it, Job xxvi. 9. This
is the comrmon benefit of mankind upon this earth.
But the faints have another ground of confolation
in the text; and that is the death of Chrift, where<
in we behold God incarnate, God made fleth,
God in our nature. Can ye not look ftraight for-
ward to divine majefty, then fetch a compafs, and
look through the vail of the fleth of Chrift, and fo
ye may fee God, and not die. ¢ Often and will-
ingly,” faid Luther, « would I thus look at God.”
2. Sin is another fountain of fear ; finfulnefs
eonfidered with the nature of God. Here the fin<
ner firft fees guilt in himfelf, and juftice in God,
which two together make a very frightful fpec~
tacle. It is the nature of guilt to bind over to pu-
nifhment, and of juftice to inflict it; fo that guilt
is a'great fource of fears. But fear not, O Chiri<
ftian ;- Chrift was dead, and is alive for evermore ;
therefore. the guilt that-expofes to hell-fire is done
away. Thou mayeft indeed be guilty, fo as to
bring upon thee fatherly chaftifements for your
amendment, but thou art not liable to eternal
plagues. You may plead not guilty to the charges
of the law as a covenant of works: « For if God
be for us, who can be againft us ?”” Rom. viii. g1.
‘Upon the crofs there were two crucified, the Son
of God, and the law of God. But the Son of
God, by his becoming dead, bruifed to death the
law as a covenant of works, in refpet of believers.
He took it out of the way, nailing it to his crofs, -
Colofl. ii.- 14. Therefore the law, our firft huf<
band, being dead, our relation to it is diffolved,
and we are legally married to Chrift, who was
raifed from the dead, that we fhould bring forth -
fruit unto God. Juftice is fatisfied. _No flaming
fword ftands any more to guard.the tree .of life;
The



AGAINST UNBELIRVING FEARS. 23

The ftorm hath exbaufted itfelf upon Chrift ; fear
not, but come forward. He died in our room.
Juftice exacted, and he anfwered. Fear not old
accounts, for God {pared not his own Son. A
thoufand may fall at thy fide, and ten thoufand at
thy right-hand, by the ftroke of juftice, but it {hall
not come nigh thee. Do ye doubt the complete-
_ nefs of the fatisfaltion ? ¥Behold Chrift in heaven,
with the complete difcharge in his hand. He is

out of prifon. He brought the keys with him,

and is now on the throne. Everlafting righteouf-
nefs is brought in, and it is put on thee by him. He
is made of God unto you righteoufnefs. Your
own is only filthy rags ; but that which is imputed
unto you will abide the judgement of God, and
endure for ever.—But - .

3. The finner fees vollution in himfelf, and ho-
linefs in God. When they behold the fpotlefs
purity of God, and themfelves as an unclean
thing, they are ready to fay, O will God look on
vile- me? will thefe pure eyes caft a favourable
glance on fuch a dunghill-worm ? Fear not, Chrift
was dead, and is alive. He is made of God unto
you fan&tification. Thou haft fome grace amidft
a heap of corruptions. Though thou feeft not
what a luftre this cafts within thee, yet God fees
it : « The king’s daughter is all glorious within,”
Pfal. xlv. 13. But look to your outer garments,
which are of wrought gold, they will hide all your
deformities. Though you are, in refpect of inhe-
rent grace, but fair as the moon, yet your imputed
righteoufnefs is clear as the fun.—To this fome
may objeét, ¢« I am guilty of grofs fins, and that
even fince the Lord began to deal with me.” Fear
not, Chrift died ; and if fo, God died for your fins,
If he was God who died, when he was pouring
out his blood, he knew all the fins you would be

guilty

4
i
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guilty of, even after your converfion. He did not
fhed his blood in vain, and therefore in his death
he had even thefe in his view; and will not the
blood of God be able to expiate the groffeft fins 2
It cleanfeth from all fin. - Remember alfo, he is
alive evermore to intercede for you: ¢ If any man
fin, we have an Advocate with the Father,” John
il. 1. If his blood was fuflicient for expiation, his
interceflion cannot but be prevalent.—¢¢ But I may
fay, I fin evermore, and that breaks my foul.”
' Fear not, Chrilt lives evermore ; and, if ye believe
the apoftle, it is to make interceflion for you. If
Chrift lives evermore, ye fhall not fin evermore :
For he will not thus live alone without you ; where
he is, there you fhall be alfo, John xvii. 24.—¢¢ But
the fin of my nature lies neareft my heart: I am
juft a lump of hell, and a mafs of fin.  A&s of
fin are tranfient, but this is permanent, and I can-
not be freed of it.” Fear not: Chrift died, and
therefore, though it may make your way to heaven
difficult, yet ye fhall never be condemned for it.
Nay, good news, O believer! with the death of
Chrift fin got a fatal wound: Your old man was
crucified with him, that the body-of fin might be
deftroyed, Rom. vi. 6. You wonder it is fo trouble-
fome; but why do ye do fo? The old man is
mortally wounded ; and ‘can you think he will
groan out his life in filence, and not move a tongue
againft Chrift ? But as furely as Chrift came not
-down from the crofs till he breathed out his laft, fo
furely fhall the body of death in you be deftroyed.
3. Defertions are a caufe of fears. The deferted
foul is an affrighted foul.—Say fome; -« Chrift is
withdrawn from me: My fun has gone down:
Nothing now but darknefs and confufion: I can
fee no evidences of the Lord’s love to me: I may
fay as Job, ch. xxiii. 8. 9. ¢ I go forward and back-
ward,
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ward, but I cannot perceive him.” But fear not,
Chriftian ; it has been, and it will be, better with
you: Good news to you in your low ftate, Chrift
died, and in his death he was forfaken of God;
and yet he now enjoys the bofom of the Father,
and the light of his countenance. Who would
not be content to follow Chrift, even through the
valley of the fhadow of death? ¥e pray, and it
feems ye are not heard; fo it was with Chritt:
“ O my God,” faid he, ¢ thou heareft not,” P_.!.
xxii. 2. But though your Hufband be far off,
though you cannot fee him, yet he is not dead, he
is alive ; and if alive, he.will come again, for he
hateth putting away. Though ye feem to be out
of fight, yet ye are not out of mind ; he liveth ever-
more. Zion’s account of Chrift under a fit of de-
{ertion, is not canonical, it is not orthodox, Ifa.
xlix. 14.—16. ¢ But Zion faid, The Lord hath
forfaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.
Can a woman forget her fucking child, that fhe
thould not have compaffion on the fon of her
womb ? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget
thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms
of my hands, thy walls are continually before me.”

To this the obje@ion may be propofed, « But
how can I endure to want the joys I have fome-
times had, and thefe blefled confolations ¢” An-
fwer, Truft in God, and have refpe& to the re-
compence. of the reward of grace. Will you dif-
quiet yourfelves becaufe there is not a fecond fum-
mer in one year? Blefs God that helps you to the
fight in any meafure ; wait patiently for his com-
forts, and be conftantly at your work.—Again, fay
others, « Were there no more in my cafe, I might
keep heart; but I am under dreadful apprehen-
fions of wrath, and there are pofitive outgoings of
God’s anger againft my foul, as Job vi. 4. « The

Vor. L. C arrows
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arrows of the Almighty are within me.” Here, I
confefs, it is hard to ftand, and not to fall down at
his feet as dead. Yet we muft fay, Fear not ; for
Chrift was dead, and the wrath of God was poured -
out into his foul, which melted his heart like wax
in the midft of his bowels: Yet be {fwam through
this ocean. Now, that he is alive, is a pledge
that ye fhall not drown : For, fays he, ¢ becaufc I
live, ye fhall live al(o.”

- It was one of the ends of Chrift’s death, to deli-
ver you and the like of you, Heb. ii. 15. « And
deliver them who through fear of death were all
their lifetime fubjet to bondage. You are mif-

- taken, if you think the arrows are dipped in deadly
poifon ; for Chrift was dead, and is alive, and the
poifon of thefe arrows entered into his foul in full
meafure, and he drank it up, Gal. iii. 13. ¢« Chyift
hath redeemed us from-the cutfe of the law, being
made a curfe for us: for it is written, Curfed is
every one that hangeth on a tree.” They will
waund very fore, though there be mo poifon, no
curfe in them. Your cloud has a white fide, if
ye could difcern it ; only believe, and ye fhall be
eftablifhed. This is the heat of the battle with
you. Keep hold of the death of Chrift as your
fhield that will defend you. Look not on God,
but through the veil of the fleth of Jefus. Dry
{tubble may be fafe, if there be a ftrong cryftal-
wall between it and the fire. Does God appear
as a confuming fire? Chrift is the cryftal-wall :
fet him betwixt you and an angry God. ' The light
of that fire will fhine through him to refrefh you,
but it will not burn through him. It has been
often tried ; he.is ftill alive, and ye thall live alfo.

4 Temptations are a fource of fears. Some-
times Satan gets leave to dog faints at their heels.”
‘With what horrid temptations poor fouls-may be

\ harafled,
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harafled, fome know by fad experience : Fiery
darts that they tremble to think of, and that they
dare not name ! This fills them with fear: Butto
fuch I fay, Fear not. Chrift died, and is alive ever-
more. He that thus lives evermore gave a deadly
wound to the tempter. When Jefus was in the
world, Satan fet on him with the moft fevere temp-
tations ; but Jefus overcame him, and at his death
triumphed over him. He f{poiled principalities
and powers, Col. ii. 15. “ And having {poiled
principalities and powers, he made a fhew of them
openly, - triumphing over them in it.” You fee,
then, that the enemy with whom you fight is al-
ready vanquithed, and the victory of Jefus over
him 1s a fure pledge of yours. Yea, as in the firft
Adam we were all tempted and fell, fo in the fe-
cond Adam we were tempted and ftood; and fo
have overcome already in our Head. We have no
more to do but cry to our Lord, who, from his
own temptations, well knows how to fuccour his
tempted people. We muft give the alarm, and
handle our weapons. Though the fight may laft
a while, yet it will come to 2n end, and we fhall be
more than conquerors. Jefus is in heaven, wait-
ing till his enemies be made his footftool ; and he
will bruife Satan under our feet fhortly.

5. Death is the caufe of much fear. O how
hard is it to look on it with a ftayed countenance !
Death is terrible, in that it is a diffolution of na-
ture, parts foul and body; and therefore we are
fo apt to fhudder at the thoughts of it. But fear
not ; for Chrift died. His precious foul and body
were parted: So he orders us to travel no path
but fuch as he hath trodg before us. By his
death he has deftroyed death ; he has unftinged it
to the believer. Then, fear it not, it can do you
no harm. ¢ But death is terrible, in that it takes us

C 2 out
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out of this world from all our enjoyments, from
our deareft relations and friends, and fends us in-
to another world, where we know not a foot of
ground, where we never faw a face. Were a child
born with that judgement that men have, the firft
fight of this world might be terrible to them ; fo
muft the unfeen world be to us.” But fear not :
He that was dead is alive; and when ye are car-
yied off, you fhall be with him who is infinitely
better than all earthly relations. Here is your
comfort. Jefus hath the keys of hell and death.
He is Lord fupreme of that other world to which
you are travelling. He fends you fuch word as Jo-
feph fent his father, Gen. xlv. 9. faying, ¢« God
hath made me Lord of all Egypt; come down unto
me, tarry not.” O to believe it firmly!

6. And /affly, Hell is a fountain of fears. Some-
times the godly are above, fometimes under the
fears of hell. It is terrible, the thought of being
excluded for ever the prefence of God! ¢« Who
can abide with everlafting. burnings?” When we
lock down to the pit, it feems hard to efcape it 3
when we look up to heaven, our fouls faint left we
never get there. But fear not : For Chrift died ;
and if fo, he fuffered the torments thou fhouldft
have fuffered in hell, as to the effentials of them.
He was under the punifhment of lofs; God for-
fook him, Pfal. xxit. 1. He endured the punifh-
ment of fenfe, even to drops of blood, and the wrath
of God poured into his foul: Then God will not
require two payments for one debt. Chrift lives,
he rofe, and entered heaven as a public perfon;
and therefore, believer, thou fhalt as furcly go to
_ heaven as if thou wert there already.- Yea, the
apoftle fays we are there already, Eph. ii. 6. « We
are raifed up together, and made to fit together in

heavenly places in Chrift Jefus,” as our Head. .}e,-

: - fus
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fus lives for evermore; and therefore, thou fhalt®
be for ever with the Lord. He has the keys of hell
and death. Suppofe your father or beft friend on
earth had thefe keys, would you be afraid ? ‘But
we may have more confidence in Jefus than in ten
thoufand fathers, or even the mothers that bare us.
They may forfake us, and 2 mother may be found
that will not have compaffion on the fon of her
womb ; but, O believer, Jefus hath faid, « I will
not forget thee,” Ifa. xlix. 15. 16. ¢ Can a woman'
forget her fucking child, that fhe fhould not have
- compaflion on the fon of her womb ? yea, they may
forget, yet wili I not forget thee. Behold, I have
graven thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls
are continually “before me.” Though: Batan be
the jailor of hell, yet he keeps not the keys; they
hang, believer, at the girdle of your beft friend.

III. WEe fhall conclude with fome improvement.

1. From this fubje&, we may infer the comfort-
Yefs ftate of them that are out of Chrift. Are the
truths in the text grounds of confolation to-the .
faints ? How, then, can they bear up who have no
intereft in Chrift { Nay, we might turn the black
fide of this white cloud upon unbelievers, and tell
them, that if Jefus died, how can they efcape? If .
he be alive, he will avenge their contempt of him,
and their neglet of his falvation. -If he lives for
evermore, then they will have an eternal enemy.
If he has the keys oiy hell, then they cannot efcape
that prifon ; or be refcued out of it. '

2. That it is the duty of Chriftians to improve
thefe things for their aCtual comfort. Chriftian,
fit down at his table, and fuck the breafis of con-
folation. Build your comforts on thefe truths.
Alas ! our comforts are often fhort lived, becaufe
we do not found them fure enough. I will give
youbut a few notes concerning this. (1.) The grie-

C3 ving
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ving of the Spirit cuts the throats of our comforts.
(2.) Good men fometimes build their comforts on
cutward bleflings; hence, when thefe are gone,
their comfort is gone. (3.) On grace within them,
not on grace without them; the comfort of fome
ftreams from their obedience principally, therefore
it is foon dried up; whereas the death and life
of Chrift are liable to no change, as is our obe-
dience. . (4.) Upon the coming in of words to their
minds. Hence, when a promife comes in, they
are comforted; when a threatening, all is gone.
T do believe, that the Spirit comforts his people b
. the word, and that he makes words come in wit
an impreflion on the foul, John xiv. 26. ¢« He fhall
teach you all things, and bring all things to" your
remembrance, whatfoever I have faid.” But then
thefe words lead the foul dire& to Chrift, and ta
. build our comfort on him ; but it is not of God to
build it on the bare impreflion of a comfortable -
word. . The ¢oming in of a word thould guide us
to Chrift; and though the impreflion, the guide
g0, yet we may keep our hold of him.—Here we
are prefented with an objeCtion, ¢« But I fear I
have nothing to do with thefe confolations.”  Anf.
Are you this day willing to take Chrift ? Then give
your confent, and he is yours, and all is yours:
&« Whotoever will, let him take of the water of life
freely,” Rev. xxii. 17.  Obj. « But I fear I am not -
fincére, in that I am altuated from fear of hell,
and hope of reward.”  Anf. If ye fear not God’s
wrath, fo as to endeavour to efcape it, ye are defpi-
fers of God ; if ye defire not falvation, {o as to la-
bour for it, ye are monftrous murderers of your
own fouls. Let your felf-love only be regular, and
it is commendable; and then it is regular, when
your defires of happinefs are carried towards it
through Chrift and the way of holinefs; fo that
your
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your foul longs for Chrift as well as falvation, and

ye defire to be holy as well as happy. It is regu- -

lar, when it is fubordinate to the will of God ; and
that is, when the man juftifies God, though he
thould caft him off, and yet, come what will, is re-
folved to cleave to the Lord and his way.

A word to other two fources of the faint’s fears.

1. Weaknefs and fpiritual inability for the duties
of religion. 'The foul taking a view of the great
work it has to do, what ftrong lufts are to be mor-
tified, temptations refifted, duties performed ; and
then, confidering how weak and unable it is for
any of thefe things, it is even ready to fink. But
Jear not : Chrift died, &c. Heb. xii. 12. ¢ Where-
fore, lift up the hands which hang down, and the
feeble knees :” Chrift died, and therefore ftrength
for duty is purchafed. In the firft Adam, the in-
fluences of the Spirit were forfeited ; in the fecond
Adam, they are bought back again. The well-or-
dered covenant is fealed and confirmed. There is
a fulnefs in’ the covenant for all your wants. There
are promifes in it that will anfwer all your needs.
Now, the covenant is confirmed, for the teftator is
dead. Chrift liveth: He arofe from death, and
lives evermore ; therefore, he that has the belie-
ver’s ftock of ftrength is alive. Adam got our firft
ftock, but he became infolvent 3 Chrift got the next,
he liveth in the court of heaven as a public perfon,
and treafury of ftrength, « Of his fulnefs have all
we received, and grace for grace,” John i. 16.
. The believer’s Surety to the Father ftands good
“and what nced they fear as long as their cautioner
holds foot ? Chrift is the believer’s cautioner for
~ fan&ification and perfeverance, John x. 28. and

chap. xvii. 12. * While I was with them in the '
world, I kept them in thy name: thofe that thou
gavelt me I have kept, and none of them is lgﬁ,
ut
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but the fon of perdition ; that the fcripture might
be fulfilled.” Therefore he is called ¢ the furety of
a better teftament,” Heb. vii. 22. Now; he will
not fee his people in want of what is neceflary for
their through-bearing. He lives for that end, to
difpenfe the benefits of the covenant. He holds .
the keys, therefore they fhall not want. The Spirit
. s given by virtue of his afcenfion, John xvi. 7.
4« Neverthelefs, I tell you the truth, itis expedient
for you that I go away ; for if I go not away, the
Coinforter will ot come unto you: but if I de-
part, I will fend him unto you.” For what pur-
pofe was Jofeph fent to Egypt, and exalted there,
but to provide for his father’s family, being there-
in a notable type of Chrift ? Well, then, fear not;
- wiles help weak folk. Though ye want ftrength,
yet you have wifdom afforded you, even in beta-
king yourfelves to Chtift. 1 may allade to that,
Prov. xxx. 24.~~29.  There be four things which
are little upon the earth, but they are cxceeding

wife. The ants are a people not ftrong, yet they . .

prepare their meat in the fummer ; the conies are
but a feeble flock, yet make they their houfes in
the rocks ; the locufts have no king, yet go they
forth all of them by bands ; the {pider taketh hold
with her hands, and is in kings palaces.” Ye
have the wifdom of the ants, to provide your meat
in fummer; of the coni¢s, to build in the Rock
Chrift ; of the locufts, not to fet out alone; and
of the fpiders, to be in the palace of the great
King, holding by the promifes. 2 Cor. xii. 9.
% My grace is fufficient-for thee ; for my ftrength
is'made perfect in weaknefs.”
2. The danger of an evil time is another fource
- of fear. Plal. xlix. g. « Wherefore fhould I fear
in the days-ef evil, when the iniquity of my heels
fhall compafs me about ? Two_things there look
- ' ghattly
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ghaftly upon'them. (1.) The hazard of finning.
An evil time is a time of many {nares. The foul
is afraid that he will never ftand out, but one day
will fall.  Fear not :—Chrift died, and it was an
evil time, a time of many fnares, yet he came fafe
off.  'This he did as a public perfon, and foit isa
pledge that ye fhall alfo be carried through; fee
Heb. iv 14.—16. Chrift lives evermore, there-
fore yc may fay, as David, Pfal. xviii. 46. 48.
¢ The Lord liveth, and blefled be my rock ; and
let the God of my falvation be exalted. He deli-
vereth me from mine enemies,” &c. He lives to
intercede, which was Peter’s fecurity : « I have,”
fays he, ¢ prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.”
He is bufy for his people, when they have moft
need. (2.) There is hazard of fuffering, and that
is frightful to flefh and blood. Fear not :—Chrift
died, and therefore the bitter dregs of the cup are
drunken off. He was forfaken in his fufferings,
that you might be fupported in your fufferings.—
Your fufferings will but conform you to Chrift
your head. Chrift liveth, and therefore ye fhall be
fupported in fuffering, that the world may know
that he who was dead is alive. Remarkable is that
word, 2 Cor. iv. 10. % Always bearing about in
the body the dying of the Lord Jefus, that the life
of Jefus alfo might be made manifeft in our body.”
A fuffering time is a fpecial feafon in which Chrift

ufes to appear. We read thrice of -Chrift’s hour, .

John, xiii.-1. % Now, before the feaft of .the pafl-
over, when Jefus knew that his hour was come,
that he fhould depart out of this world unto the Fa-
ther, having loved his own which were in theworld,
he loved them unto the end.”” Ch. xvii. 1. <« Thefe
words fpake Jefus,—Father, the hour is come,” &c.
That was an hour of darknefs.- Johnii. 4. ¢ Jefus
faith unto her, Woman, what have I to do d:vnd;

ce P
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thee 7 mine hour is not yet come.” That was an'
hour wherein the wine was done, and the pots
were filled with water 3 you know what followed.-
Here it may be objected, ¢ But what if ordinan~
¢cs be taken away ? Anfw. If they be, the God
of ordinances endures for ever. Chrift liveth,
¢ and he fhall be for a fan&uary,” Ifa. viii. 14.
And fays God by Ezekiely concerning his fcattered
people, « Yet will- I be to them as a little fan&tu-
ary in the countries where they-fhall come,” chap.
xi. 16. 'When there was no ordinary food to be
ﬁot in the wildernefs, it was fent down from
eaven. Though our kirk-doors fhould be fhut,
heaven’s door fhall be open as long as Chrift liveth.
~O#bj. « But I think I am very unfruitful under
ordinances.” Anf. It is the greater {hame ! But
if this be thy trouble, know that Chrift liveth;
and therefore, if there be fap in the root, there is
always hope of the branches. There is enough
there, draw it out. But as Chrift firft died, then
arofe, fo the believer grows downward as well as
upward. If ye have a heart-memory, though yé¢
want a head-memory, it is well. —O4;. <« But what
fhall thofe do, when they are feized with fear and
difcouragement, and cannot tell wherefor ?” Anf.
. The Logd may fometimes exercife his people fo,
fo thew them their own weaknefs and nothingnefs.
But poffibly it imay be the majefty of God that fo
_affe€ls thee, and the reafon why it is-not difcerned
to be fo, may be an intimation of the Lord’s love
juft going before it. See Dan. x. 10.—12. « And
hold, a hand touched me, which fet me upon
my knees, and upon the palms of my hands. And
he faid unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved,
underftand the words that I {peak unto thee, and
ftand upright ; for unto thee am I now fent: and
when he had fpoken this word unto me, I fteod
: trembling.”
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trembling.” But however it be, the only cure is
~ believing, Pfal. xxvii. 13. “ I had fainted, unlefs
I had believed to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in
the land of the living.” The fooner you believe,
the better ; for in this cafe a man is like one that
is going to ride a great water that is increafing ;
the longer he delays, the water grows ftill the
greater. :

Now, the way to make vfe of thefe things, fo
as to draw comfort from them, is to believe.
There is, in the firft place, a firm affent to the
truths revealed, 1 John, v. 5. «Who is he that over-
cometh the world, but he that believeth that Jefus
is the Son of God ?” then, an a& of faith, reali-
fing thefe things, Heb. xi. 1. « Now, faith is the
fubftance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not feen.” To which may be added, an
a& of affurance, Gal. ii. 20. “ I am crucified with
Chrift ; neverthelefs I live ; yet not I, but Chrift
liveth in me ; and the life which I now live in the
fleth, I live by the faith of the Son of God, whe
loved me, and gave himfelf for me.” If ye cannot
reach to all this extent, yet you may reach an a&t
of adherence. " A trembling hand may draw the
water of confolation out of the wells of falvation,
Amen.

SIN



SIN THAT WHICH SEPARATES GOD
. AND MEN. * )

SERMON IL

Ysa. lix. 2.—But your iniquities have feparated be-

tween you and your Gody and your fins have hid /m‘ k

Sace fram youy that he will not kear.

HEN we lock abroad through the world,

many fad fights may be feen 5 but amongﬂ:

the moft lamentable is man, who was by the Lord
planted a noble vine, wholly aTight feed, but now

turned into the degenerate plant of a ftrange vine.

Some are lying mouldering in the grave of a grace-
lefs ﬁate, noifome to God and to good men ;
fome are in a withered ftate, their former beauty
gone, and death has fettled down on their faces,
becaufe God, the life and foul of their fouls, is
gone If they mqun'e, with Rebekah, Why am
I thus ? the anfwer is in the text : Your iniquities,

&c.
In thcfe words, we have, 1/, a dreadful evil
that

* Delivered Nov. 3. 1706,
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that this people was under, féparation from God.
2dly, Fhe party at whofe door the blame lies, they
who have made the breach. 3dly, The procuring caufe
of this evil, your iniquities. : :

As to the 1, Separation is either good or bad,
according to the quality of the term from which
men are feparated. But the feparation here is
held forth as.an evil, and that the greateft evil;
for it is a feparation from God, an evil which is fo
heavy, that, when felt, it is enough to make a
Cain groan, and fay, « It is greater than I can
bear,” Gen. iv. 13. Sin makes many feparations.
It feparates the neareft relations ; it feparates the
foul from the body. But all thefe are inconfider-
able in refpe& of this, the feparation of the foul
from God.—It is; an evil ftill greater, foritisa

“feparation from a covenanted God, your Gob.
'Free love had feparated Ifrael from all other
people on the earth, and made them the Lord’s
by a peculiar relation ; but fin feparates betwixt
them and that God to whom they were thus joined.
That there fhould be a feparation betwixt God and
the Gentile world, who had profeffedly joined
themfelves to other gods, is not to be wondered
at; but how dreadful is this, to be feparated from
our God! No fall is like a fall to hell from off
heaven’s threfhold. The higher perfons are raifed
up, the lower do they flink when they fall.

2. Who are to blame ¢ Why, men are ready te
fay, God is an auftere mafter, and forgetful of the
children of men; and from our firft father we have
it as hereditary; rather to lay the blame on God,
than to take it to ourfelves. Therefore, he clears
himfelf of it, ver. 1. fhewing he wants neither
power nor will to hclp them, on due application ;
and accordingly, he lays the blame where it fhould
be, everr on themfelves. 'They made the breach ;

Vou. L. D they
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they may thank themfelves for what they lie un~
der, for they have drawn it on with their own
hands.

3. How have they done it? Has God, who is
exalted above the heavens, withdrawn from them,
becaufe they are on the earth as nothing before
him? Cannot Infinite Majefty lodge with the fout
in a cottage of clay ? Has he feparated from them,
becaufe they are mean, hated and defpifed by their
neighbours round about them? No, no; none of
thefe are the caufes. Their iniquities are the only
caufe of all. Nothing but fin could part them.
Sin is the only make-bate betwixt God and you.
This fubje affords us this -

Docrring, viz. However light people think of
fin, yet it is that which is of fo dreadful efficacy,
as to make a feparation betwixt God and the fin-
ner. Sin feparates between God and a foul.

In difcourfing which, I fhall thew, -

I. What is that feparation which fin makes be-
twixt God and fouls. :

IL I fhall evince the greatnefs of the evil of fepa-
ration from God, which many go fo lightly under.
" IIE Inquire how fin makes this feparation be-
twixt God and the foul.

IV. Make fome prattical improvement.—I am
to fhew, : :

I. WaaT is that feparation which fin makes
betwixt God and a foul. Itis not a local fe-
paration ; for ¢ he is not far from every one of
us, for in him we live, move, and have our being.”
A&s xvil. 27. 28. The wicked would fain'be at -
a local feparation, and therefore, in their vain ima-
ginations, they fhut up God in heaven, that he
_ . may
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may not fec what is done on earth. But the im-
menfity and omniprefence of God make this fim-
ply impofible ; for as he is God, he is intimately
prefent with us, even in the very centre of our
fouls; fo that, unlefs our fins could undeify him,
(if the expreflion may be ufed), they can make no
local feparation betwixt him and us. Hence it is.
remarkable, that even in hell the wicked fhall be
punifhed from the prefence of the Lord, 2 Thefl.
i. 9. He will not fend his ftrokes upon them
feom heaven, or from afar, though he could pre-
" {erve the force of them by the way, but he will
eret his throne of juftice among them : « Whi-
“ther thall I go from thy fpirit ? or whither fhall I
flee from thy prefence ? If I afcend up into hea-
ven, thou art there : if I make my bed in hell, be-
hold, thou art there: If I take the wings of the
morning, and dwell in the uttermoft parts of the
'fea, even there fhall thy hand lead me, and thy -
right-hand fhall hold me,” Pfal. cxxxix. 7.—r10.
But it is a relative feparation, inferring a diftance
of oppofition betwixt God and the foul, and affe@-
ing the man’s ftate, or. cafe, or both. It makes
fuch a feparation as is made by whifperers be-
twixt friends: ¢ A whifperer,” faith Solomon,
s¢ feparateth chief friends.” This being the cafe,
the Lord’s countenance is not towards the finner
as it was before the breach was made. And as
_ by fin there is an alienating of the finner’s affec-
tion from God, fo in God there is fomething e-
quivalent to the alienation of affe&tions from the
finner, for affe&ions are not properly afcribed to .
God. Thus, concerning every one that feparateth
himfelf from the Lord, and fetteth up his idols
in his heart, God faith, Ezek. xiv. 8. ¢« I will fet
my face againft that man, and will make him a fi
anda proverb, and I will cut him off from the
D2 midfe

-
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midft of my people, and ye thall know that I
the Lord.” :
" As to this feparation, we obferve,

1. That in it there is fomething negative ; and
that-is, the Lord denies them the influences of his
grace, countenance, and fellowthip ; ‘they are de-
prived of benefits, their fins with-hold good things
from them. The fcripture exprefleth it by the
Lord’s hiding his face fram finners, as it is faid in
the text, by thewing them the back, and not the
face, Jerem. xviii. 17.; by forgetting them, Hof.
iv. 6. Thus the fun of many is gone down, they
« ftumble at noon, as in the night, and are in defo-
late places as dead men,” Ifa. lix. 10. They go up
and down in the world, as walking ftatues, carry-
§ng dead fouls in their bodies as living coffins ; for
God is gone, and his glory is departed from them.

2. There is fomething pofitive in it, fin kindles a
fire againt the foul. (1.) There isa ftanding con-
troverly God has againft finners, Amos iii. 3.

. « Can two walk together except they be agreed g”
God is difpleafed with the creature, his Spirit is
grieved at_him. Anger refts in the bofom of
God againft the finner, as long as he keeps the fin-
ful morfel under his tongue, which, though plea-
fant tothe poor fool in the mean time, is moft dif-
"pleafing to a holy God. (2.) There is a purfuing
of this controverfy againtt the finner ; fome pofi-
tive outgoings of God’s anger againft the foul, in
angry looks, which, if perceived, are cnough to pue
‘the f{touteR finner out of countenance. In this
way did the Lord look unto the hoft of the Egyp-
tians, through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, -
and troubled them, Exod. xiv. 24. Angry words,
even fad threats, miniftered by the word and the
man’s confcience ; alfo fad ftrokes upon the foul,

fometimes
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fometimes upon the body, fometimes' on both at
once, are meafured out.

But to this it may be obje&ed, fays one, « Hap-
py am I then, for I fee no fuch thing.” Anf
‘Were there no more upon ‘moft of us than we
feel, we would have a very light burden either of
fin or wrath upon us. But take heed ye be not
like Ephraim; Hofea, vii. 9.. ¢ Strangers have de- -
voured his ftrength, and he knoweth it not ; yea, .
i:ay hairs are here and there upon him, yet he

noweth it not.”  Or like the Ephefiaus, chap. iv.
19. “ Who being paft feeling, gave themfelves over
unto lafcivioufnefs, to work. all. uneleannefs with -

dinefs.” Are you going on in your fins ! then
fure. God is going on againft you, purfuing his
quarrel ; and even in fmall things, if it were but
the mifcarrying of a bafket of bread,.the curfe of
God is init to a wicked man,: which makes it in -
itfelf very heavy. There are two kinds of ftrokes .
upon the foul: (1.) Deadening ftrokes ; thefe are
fecret ftrokes which God gives, and they are not .
eafily perceived. By them the confcience is dead- -
ened, the foul ftupified, and thus the man is fat- -
tened for the day of flaughter. People think ne-
ver to get their fill of eafe, and fometimes the Lord
gives them enough of it: Hof. iv. 17. « Ephraim "
-15 joined to his idols, let him alone,” (Heb. give -
bim reft ). (2.Z’CQ:_ickcning ftrokes : Hof. v. 14. .
« For I will be to Ephraim as alion, and asa
young lion to the houfe of Judah; I, even I, will
tear and go away, and no one fhall refcue him.”
By fuch ftrokes the confcience is made like mount -
Sinai, when there was nothing but thunder and
lightning, and the found of the trumpet waxing -
louder and louder. Many men’s coniciences are
like iron taken out of the fire, and having lain a
’ D 3 1ittlc, N



42 SIN THAT WHICH SEPARATES

little, no fire appears’ there ; but when fome drops
of water fall on it, it makes a hiffing noife.
_ But the obje&or ftill fays, ¢ On the contrary, I
find Providence very faveurable to me.” Anf. Is it
in {piritual good things ? findeft thou that becaufe
he -lives, thou liveft alfo? Is Providence kind to
thee in influences of grace, communion with God ?
furcly, then, Chrift has taken away the feparation-
wall.” But is it in external things? then know
" that thefe are no diferiminating marks of nearnefs
to God; fee Job xxi. 7. God is kind to you as
ye are to him, Levit. xxvi. 27. « And if ye will
not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary
unto me, then I will walk contrary unto you alfo
in fury.” He tells them they walked with him
by accident, by the by, when they chanced to light
on him; and he fays he will walk with them fo
too. What good the wicked docs, is for another
end than the glory of God; and what good he
does to them, is oftentimes in wrath. -

Now this feparation is twofold: 1. Total, agree-
ing to the wicked only, to whom, in refpe& of their
ftate, God is an enemy. This is that ftate of fepa-
ration from God in which we are born, produced
by Adam’s fin, Rom. v. 12, ¢ Wherefore, as by
one man f{in entered into the world, and death by
fin ; and fo death paffed upon all men, for that all
havefinned.” This, to fome,even tothe ele&, is only
temporary, the feparation-wall being pulled down,
and they brought near bythe blood of Chrift applied
by {aith at their converfion, Ephef. ii. 13. To-others
it is eternal, who hving and dying in a ftate of di-
ftance from God, are feparated from God, foul and
body in hell for evermore; according to that,
« Depart from me, ye curfed, into everlaiting fire.”
This eternal feparation is not meant in the text,
but itis a certain confequent of the other, if it is

continued
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continued in, for none are brought near to God in
glory, who are not, by grace, firft brought near to
him-here.

2. Thereis a partial feparation, which agrees to
the godly, who have the root of the matter in
them. Sometimes the Lord is provoked to with-

* draw from his own people : “ 1 opened,” fays the
{poufe, Song v. 6. « to my beloved, but my be-
loved had withdrawn himfelf ; my foul failed when °
he fpake ; I fought him, but I could not find hint;
1 called him,but he gave me no anfwer.” Sometimes

~ Chrift’s garden is left, fo that there is no blowing of
the Spirit there, Song, iv. 16. Hence the faints
are fo often praying to God to return to them.

Often may we fee the King’s children, having their

white robes fullied with tears, and rolled in the
duft, becaufe of a departed God. What a mourn-
ful voice has the fweet finger of Ifrael often, under
defertions and hidings of God’s facg! Heman
looks upon himfelf as a burgefs of the land of dark-

nefs, not only forfaken, but forgotten, Pfal. viii. 8.

This makes them; with Job, cry out, « O ! that it

were with me as in months paft, when the candle

of the Lord thone on my head 1”

II. I suaLL evince the greatnefs of the evil of fe-
paration from God, which many go fo light under.
Alas! many reign like kings with God ; they be
like king Saul, when God departed from him 3 but
how fad a thing this is, will appear, if we confider,

1. What God is. Every thing in God fpeaks
terror to thofe that are feparated from him. I
fhall only take notice of thefe following : (1.) God
is the chief good ; and therefore, to be feparated
from God 1s the chicf evil. Our native country
we lock on as good ; and therefore, to be banithed
from it is a heavy trial. Relations are good, life
and liberty are good ; and thercfore, to be dcpr:-

- . ve
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ved of them is very affliing. But God is the
chief good ; all thefe m good things difappear,
and dwindle into nothing, when compared. with
God. ‘How dreadful, then, muft it be to be fepa-.
rated from him! If the enjoyment of him is.the.
higheft pinnacle of happinefs, feparation from him
is the loweft ftep of mifery. 1t is often obferved.
as an aggravation of the fufferings of the primitive
Chriftians, that they fuffered not only from the
Emperors who were accounted monfters of men,
but alfo from thofe who were admired by the people -
for their virtues. Surely, then, to be caft off by
Goodnefs itfelf in infinite perfeCtion, muit be very:
diftreffing. (2.) God is all-fufficient. in himf:ll-ty,,
~ and to the creatures. 'The enjoyment of him makes .
truly happy; and therefore, to be feparated from.
him is a dreadful evil. While David thinks on.
‘God as his portion, his heart:leaps for.joy : ¢ The
lines,” fays he, ¢ are fallen unto me in pleafant -
places; yea, I have a goodly heritage,” Pfal. xvi. .
6.~—~9. While-Cain fees himfelf driven from his -
prefence, his punifhment appears .intolerable. The .
frowns-of thofe we depend upon, ard carmot kive
without, are very grievous. To forfake the « foun- .

tain of living waters,” Jer. ii. 13. is held forthas a- -

great evil of fin; and to be partially feparated from.
it, mutt alfo be a great punithment. (3.) The omni- -
potence of God. Job takes notice, that ¢ the arrows -
dhot againft him were arrows of the Almighty,”
Job, vi. 4. Let all the men on earth, and. devils in -
hell, let the angels come down :and help to draw
the bow, ftill it is but finite power againft the -
wman ; but how terrible would it :be, to be a- mark .
o thefe arrows’! how much more, when the-Om-
nipotent-God purfues: the quarrel! : (4.) The ab-
folutenefs -of God. Let men and devils work
againft the fincer, let them-do their-utmoft, there
i
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is one that can ftay their hands, and fay'to each of
them, « What doft thou ?” but God is a King
~againft whom there is no rifing up. There is none
who can ftay his hand, or fay unto him, ¢« What
doft thou ?” Dan. iv. 35. Can the pots hinder the
potter to-dafh them all in pieces? Or can worm
man fhake off the yoke of God’s abfolute domi-~
nion, and live in a feparate ftate from him? (5.)
God is eternal.  If a great man be our enemy, we
know always death will end the quarrel; if we
have fuch an one to be our friend, yet death will
tie up his hands, that he can give us no more fa-
vours: but God endures for ever. Had a man
not only the earth, but the heavens for his portion,
yet « the earth fhall be burnt up, and the heavens
wax old as a garment;” thieves may fteal away
the covetous man’s treafures out of his barns and
coffers ; moths may confume what remains, the
-devil in wicked men may take away all he has in
the world ; only God is an everlafting friend and
portion. It muft, then, be very fad to be feparated
from fuch an ene. ) )
2.Allcreated things are emptyand unfatisfactory.
‘They are a lie, alluring afar off; but when men
come near, they anfwer not their expectations.
The world, that bulky vanity, that great round no-
thing, can no more fill the heart, than a triangle a
circle. All created things ftand as two lame legs
under vanity and infufficiency. He was a fool, in-
deed, that laid up for his foul in his barns, as if his
fwine and his foul could have fed at one trough.
Cain had the broad world to find himfelf frpport,
but all was faplefs: His punifhment from God’s
face was greater than he could bear. Where God
is 'wanting, there is a void which a thoufand worlds
cannot fill ups and therefore, if you know the
sruth, ye would fay to your fins, to your lutts, ‘!‘x Ye
~ ave
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have taken away my God, and what have I more?”

3. To be feparated from God is the faddeft
plague out of heil.  'When God departs, he leaves
a burden on the foul behind him, which, when felt,
will make the foul to voar: ¢« Yea, woe alfo to
them when I depart from them,” Hof. ix. 12.
‘Who can tell the ills the finner is expofed unto,
when once fin feparates between God and him.
Saul felt a total feparation; and what a defperate.
. projeét did it fet him upon! Job felt a partial fe-
paration, which was fo heavy, that his foul choofed
¢ ftrangling and death, rather than life,” Job,
wii. 135. :

4. Nay, it is a very hell to be.feparated from
God. Therefore David complains, « that the
forrews of death compafied him,-and that the pains
of hell got hold upon him,” Pfal. cxvi. 3. Evea
coals of hell are caft upon the godly in this world,
when their fins have made this {eparation ; onl
they are foftened with love, whereas thofe cal{
upon the wicked are dipped in the poifon of the
- curfe. Men by their fins now greedily fue out a
{eparation from God. What will hell be, but a
giving them their will? For the torments of hell
are fummed up in that, ¢ Depart from me, I know

ou not.” !

5. I fhall only add, that thofe that continue ina
ftate of feparation from God, have no quarter to-
~wrhich they can turn for comfort in an evil day.
‘We know not what fad trials we may live to fee.
‘When men that are feeking great things for them-.
delves now, may think they are come well to, if-
they get Baruch’s part, their life for a prey; but
for a man to be in Sampfon’s cafe, the. Philiftines
aupon him, and God departed from him, muft be
‘heavy indeed. We muit all die: ' this we know.
Let a man fqueeze his cifterns, then, with whilc:h

: e
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Lie now folaces himfelf in his feparation from God,
what will they do for him ? they will not be able to
ftay his fleeting and fainting foul. 'We muft rife a-
gain. Willthegodsye nowferve help you then? Wilt
the fea, the rocks, or mountains, fall on him, will the
earth cover him, who to enjoy it incurred a fepa-

“ration from God? No, no! O ungrateful earth,
that the man confumed time, heart, and ftrength
upon, while his days lafted, that will not take part
with him, now when he is not able to do for him-
felf. 'We muft ftand before his tribunal, and come
near before his throne for judgement, whofe pre-
fence we now forfeit for the fatsfying of our lufts.
‘What will comfort us then, when we fee we have
pafled this partial ftate of feparation from God, as
a fhort preface to an eternal {feparation from him.

II. T aAM now to inquire, How fin makes this
feparation betwixt God and a foul ?

_ 1. There is the guilt of fin, whereby the finner
is bound over to mifery for his fin. God, from
vindicative juftice, als againft the wicked; and
this juftice of his naturally requires punifhment to
be infli¢ted on the finner, according to the law.
Hence, when Adam finned, a flaming fword was
fet to keep him off from the tree of life. The en-
joyment of God is the greateft good ; now, juftice
will not permit this, while guilt remains untaken
away 3 and therefore, feparation from God necef-
farily follows. As to the godly, by their guilt they
are bound over to fatherly anger and chaftifements,
whereof that partial feparation from God is the
chief part.

2. There is the ftain and defilement of fin. Now,
God is of purer eyes than to behold evil. An un-
holy finner cannot, have communion with 2 holy
God 3 and in regard that fome are altogether pol-
luted, they are therefore altogether feparated ggg;
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God. Others are only in part polluted, by reafon
of fome one or more fins regarded in their hearts ;.
therefore are under that partial feparation, Pfal.
Ixvi. 18. « If I regard iniquity in my heart, the
Lord will not hear me.” The leper, for his un-
cleannefs, was put without the camp ; fo is the fin-
ner. They only are admitted to ftand in the holy
place, who have clean hands and a pure heart,
Pfal. xxiv. 4. Hence fays James, chap. iv. 8.
¢ Draw near to God, and he will draw near to
you: cleanfe your hands, ye finners; and purify
your hearts, ye double minded.”—It remains,

]

- IV. TuaT I make fome pratical improvement
from this fubjec. We have,

1. An ufe of information. We may hence fee,(1.)
That it is fin which makes a land weak, mean, and
contemptible, and is the caufe of all national calami-

“ty; fof fin feparates between them and their God.
Then their ftrength is departed from them; and
therefore, though the people fhould unite with one
another, there 1s little good to be expected fo'lon,
as fuch abominations abound in the land, fetting
God againft us. O that we might fee the day,
when, uniting with Heawen, we might be zealoufly
affe€ted in reformation, and the heaven-daring abo-
minations that abound, in principle and pradtice,
be zealoufly fupprefled. Bur every one minds
their own things, few the things that are Chrift’s.
(2.) Why fo few have commurion with God in
ordinances, public, private, and fecret. Are there
not many at public ordinances dead and lifelefs,
fitting like idols that have eycs and fee not, hands
but handle not ? Why, fin has feparated between
God and them. Hence they go as they came ; ne
intercourfe with God. The Lord goes by them,
and comes by them, {peaks to the kearts of others,
but not to them.  They cannot walk together ; for
: : ’ they
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they are not agreed. (3.) Why fo many flight re-

ligious dutics? Some will not bow a knee to
God ; they will not commune with their hearts,
nor converfe with God.  Sin hath feparated them;
and what pleafure can they take to converfe with
an enemy, or one that has turned his back to them?

- Hence fome are not afraid of any company fo
much as themfelves; and therefore, if their con-
{ciences begin to fpeak, thel labour fome way or
other to divert it. (4.) Whence is the root or
caufe of all the mifery profeffors are lying under at
this day ? Security, barrennefs, withering, defer-
tion, and the like. "What wonder that it be fo?
They may thank themiclves for the whole. It is
their dallying with fome bofom-idol, their grieving
the Spirit, and flighting his motions and convic-
tions, their worldlinefs and unwatchfulnefs : thefe
are the root, the caufe of all their mifery.

2. An ufe of exhortation. (1.) To thofe who
enjoy nearnefs to God. O bewareof fin! If ye
give way to it, it will foon turn your wine into wa-
ter, and overcloud your enjoyments. Live at a

-diftance from it; for it is the very thing from -
which you are in fuch great hazard. (2.) To thofe
who are by their fins feparated from God. DBreak
off your courfe of fin, continue not init. Is not
the feparation-wall high enough, and thick enough
already ? what needs more be added ?  'What fhait
you do to get the feparation taken away ?——Lay
hold on the Lord Jefus by faith, Ifa. xxvii. 5. « Let
him take hold of my ftrength, that he may make
peace with me ; and he thall make peace with me.”
Jefus is the ladder that knits heaven and earth te-
gether. It is by him that God reconciles the world
to himfelf. His blood takes away both guilt and
pollution. It purges the conicience from dead
works to ferve the living God. Though God

Vor. L E ‘ hears
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hears not finners, yet in Chrift he is well pleafed i
and through him they may find accefs to, and ac-
ceptance with him. He is our peace: He is the
Mediator between God and man.—Repent, and
tum from your fins. There is no concord be-
tween Chrift and belial. To enjoy both God and
your lufts is impoffible ; ye fhall as foon bring to-
gether the two poles. However fome make a
mock of fin now, yet it has feparated, and will fe-
. parate them from God eternally, if they feparate
not from it. o

- THE



THE FOLLY OF RESISTING, THE WISDOM
OF COMPLYING WITH THE ’
GOSPEL.CALL. *

"SERMON IIL

Matth. xxi. 29.—He anfwered and faid, I will not ;
but aftervards ke repented, and went. :

HE fcope of this parable is to fhew, that

l many who have been the vileft of finners re-
pent, and go to heaven, when others, who, though
they have a profeflion of religion, never go farther
than a mere profeflion, and fo fall thort; partly,
alfo, to thew that many who had been publicans
and harlots are now in a better cafe than the Chief
Priefts and Scribes. To convince of this, Chrift
fpoke the parable before us.—For underftanding
of which, I would notice, that the man in the pa-
rable reprefents God ; the two fons, two different
forts of people among the Jews. Both had the
ofpel-call by John the baptift. The firft of the
%ons points out the publicans and harlots, who,
E2 o though

* Declivered on Saturday, 31ft fuly 1714. .
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though they were formerly moft vile and hopélefs
creatures, yet, on their hearing of John, repented,
and became difciples indeed. The fecond repre-
fents the Priefts and Pharifees, who, notwithftand-
ing of their high pretences to religion, yet were in-
deed ftrangers to it, their prattices did not corre-
tpond with their profeflicen.

In the text, which concerns the firft fon, point-
ing out the penitent publicans and harlots, we have
two things.

1. The finner’s firlt anfwer to the gofpel-call ;

“and it is a fliort one: I will nat. Like Ifrael,
Pful. Ixxxi. 11. ¢ But my people would not hearken
to my voice, and Ifrael would none of me.”
The finuer fo loves his finful eafe, that he cannot
think of the work in God’s vineyard. Obferve in
this anfwer, (1.) The rudenefs of it.  The fon re-
membered not that he was fpeaking to a father, fo
has not fo much as a fair word to beflow on him.
O the rude treatment Chrift meets with at finners
hands! They remember not his authority over
tiicm, nor do they regard it ; but they will be their
cwn; who is Lord over them? (2.) The plain-
nefs of it. “He tells the matter plainly; fays-not,
he cannot, but he wil/ niz. It i1s want of will to
the work of religion that is the great ftop. Sin-
ners hearts cannot rclifh the work of religion:
‘The bent of their hearts lies another way. (3.)

_ 'The peremptorinefs of it. He isat a point. The
hearing of the word raifes his heart againft it. Let
finnexrs hear of the work, of religion, and that is
enough, they defire no moreof it. It is a plain cafe to
them, they muft not, they will not, engage in fuch
a tafk. : .

2. The fecond anfwer, in which the former bad
anfwer is happily retraded : " But afterwards be re-
pentedy and went. He complies with the call he

had
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had before refufed. ‘The fpring of this was, his
heart was touched ; he took fecond thoughts of
the bufinefs, and changed his mind. He fell under
after grief, anxiety, and folicitude, as the word
fignifies. Confcience, that was filent before, now -
begins to fpeak, and his blood begins to cool;
he calmly confiders what he had anfwered, and he
calls himfelf beaft and fool, that thould have ad-
ventured fo to treat his Father ; and hence he takes
up the work of religion, which he had before res
je@ed. From this fubje& there arifes this

DocTring, That refufing the work of religion is
not to be ftood to, but retrated, and the finner
will fee caufe forit, if ever he comes to himfelf. .
They who have refufed to comply with the go-
fpelcall, to engage in the work of the Lord,
fhould take their word again, and heartily com-
ply withit; and if ever they be wife, they will :
do it..

In illnftrating this point, I propofe to fhew,

1. What is that work to which the gofpel calls. -
and with which finners will not comply ?

1I. th is it that finners will. not comply with =
this work 7 , o

II. Why this refufal fhould be retracted.

1V. Make fome practical improvement. .

L T aMm to théw, What is-that  work to which™-
the gofpel calls, and-with which finners will .not .:
comply ? It is the work of pradtical godlinefs, to
which moft men are ftrangers.: It is a large work,
as extenfive as the commandment, which is ex-
<ceding broad. I fhall take it up in thefe two.

1.. The gofpel calls you to fall to your. falvation-. -
work, Phil. i, 12. ¢ Work out your owa falvation "

Ej3. with.
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with fear .and trembling.” Sinners, ‘you are in a
ruined ‘condition ; your .fouls are pining away in
your iniquities ; there is a burden of guilt on you
that will fink you ; there is a fwarm of living lufts
preying on you, that will devour you. O guilty
creature ! knoweft thou not, that thou art God’s
. enemy, juftice’s dsbtor, the law’s cuiminal, and
that the avenger of blood is at your heels ? The
gofpel is calling you to confider your ways, and
fall to the work of your falvation, before it be too
Jate. This work has two parts: (1.) The work of
faith, John vi. 29. ¢« Jefus anfwered, and faid,
This is the work of Gad, that ye believe on him
whom he hath fent.”  A&s xvi. 31. « And they
faid, Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou
fhalt be faved, and thy houfe.” It is not that faith
wherewith ye have lived in a good belief all your
bypaft days, fo that you had never power to be-
lieve an ill tale of your own ftate; that is a faith
of the devil’s planting, and the gofpel will have it
rooted up. It is not that faith which confifts in
your going on- in fin without fear. The devils’
- fhith goes beyond this, for they believe and tremble,
Jam. ii. 19. But the work of faith to which the
gofpel calls you, is that whereby a finner, fenfible
of his undone ftate, flees out of himfelf to the
" Lord Jefus, to unite with him for rightcoufnefs -
and. fan&ification, 1 Cor. i. 30. It is that faith,
which, when the houfe, in which the prefumptuous
hoped, wherein the fecure finner 1efted in his fins,
is overturned as by an earthquake, makes the fins
ner, naked and deftitute, to fice to Jefus Chrift, as
the only rock and fhelter. It-is that' whereby the
finner, fenfible that he has loft his two eyes, and
therefore cannot guide himfelf through the wilder-
nefs to Canaan, gives up himfelf wholly to Chrift:
as bis leader, prophet, and healer; and, feeing
the
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the flaming {word of juftice purfuing him for fin,
runs in under the covert of Jefus’ blood, faying,
This is my reft; and being willing to part with
fin, but unable to mafter his lufts, puts himfelf
under the protection of Chrift as his King, that
he may make havock of his enemies. This, finner,
is your work, your foundation-work. Hatfte, then,
out of your natural ftate, and efcape for your life
to Jefus Chrift. ,

2. The work of fan&tification. Ezek. xviii. 31.
¢¢ Caft away from you all your tranfgreflions where-
by ye have tran{grefled, and make you a new heart
and a new {pirit ; for why will ye die, O houfe of
Ifrael ?”—Heb. xii. 14. « Follow peace with all
men, and holinefs, without which no man fhall
fee the Lord.” Sin is the great devourer and de-
ftroyer, and therefore the great falvation is from
fin. Jefus faves his people from their fins. To
think of being faved in fin, is a contradi&tion, for
to be left in it is ruining. The fick man does not
defire the phyfician to remove death, but yet fparé
his difeafe 5 yea, but the foolifh finner is thus un-
reafonable in the cafe of his foul ; he has no will
that his cloaths be burnt, yet he will needs carry
fire in his bofom ; hé¢ withes not his feet to be
burned, yet he will walk on coals of fire. Living
lufts will devour the foul ; therefore to work, fin-
mers, for you muft either kill, or be killed. . Let
not the vineyard of your fouls be any more like
that of the fluggard. The finner’s foul is over-
grown with hurtful lufts, there is no fence about
it. O! then, work ; feek holinefs. ,

3. The gofpel calls you to your generation-work.
Ads xiii. 36. « For David, after-he had. ferved
his own gencration, by.the will of God, fell on
fleep.” Wherefore were you fent into the world,
and made members of fociety? Was it not to
- ’ honour
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honour God, and to be ufeful to your fellow-fer--
vants ? Surely God fent none of us into the world.

to play ourfelves, like the leviathan in-the fea;

nor to-be like mice and rats, good for nothing but

to cat that for which others have laboured. Far

lefs did he fend you to be agents for the devil, to-
advance his kingdom, and te oppofe the work of
the Lord in the places where you live ; nor yet-
like the beafts, only to eat, drink, work, and.
fleep. To your work, then, your proper work,.
the fervice of God. Perhaps ye will fay, ye have

not been idle ; but what have ye done for God in.
your day ? 'What have ye done for the good of any

foul 7 What have ye done to pluck any brand out

of the burning ? I fear, if we reckon our days ac--
cording to what we have done for God-in them,.

" moft of us may reckon our days loft.days.. Look.
up to God, wKo placed you in the world, and fay:
for what good purpofe you have taken up-room in.
his earth. For what: ufe are you in the world ?:
God has given you a talent, what have you gained ¢
He has placed youin fuch and fuch fituations-
and relations, have you done the dr4es of cach?.
1 am to thew,

11. Wayv is it that finners will not comply with':
this work ? o
1. Becaufe it is the work to which, of all works, .
their hearts are moft averfe. Rom. viii. 7. « Be.-
caufe the carnal mind is-enmizozgainﬁ God ; for
it is not fubjet to the law of s neither indeed .
can be.” They would rather do any thing than -
. go and work: in God’s vin?ard; It is againft the
grain with unrenewed minds. The prodigal would -
sather feed fwine than go back to:his father, till :
he came to himfelf. Judas would rather go to a -
halter, than go to Chuift for pardon, It is like -
. ' ) cutting

~
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cutting off a right hand, and plucking out a right
eye. The finner’s neck is flexible enough to the
devil’s yoke ; but it is an iron finew to Chrift’s
yoke. He that has a will to any thing, he has no
will to this, till a day of power make him willing,-
Pfal. cx. 3. T '

2. Becaufe of prevailing love to carnal eafe.
Prov. xxvi. 15. « The flothful hideth his hand in
his bofom ; it grieveth him to bring it again to his
mouth.” The man loves to fleep in a found fkin,
and therefore will die in his neft, if God do not
in mercy fet a fire to it.  Sloth is fo fweet a fin,
that the carnal heart can never get a fill of it, Prov.
vi. 10. ¢ Yet a little fleep, a little flumber, a little
folding of the hands to fleep.” The man lies in
the bed of floth, and would not mifs heaven if it
would fall down into his mouth, or if wifbing and
woulding would do it. But if thefe will not do,
he muft even want it, for he cannot leave the em-
brace of his dear eafe. Fighting, running, pray-
- ing, ftriving, wreftling, taking heavenly violence,
and the like, he cannot away with.

3. Becaufe Satan furnifhes them with work
more agreeable, and it they will do; thercfore
God’s work they will.not meddle with : John, viii.
44. % Ye are of your father the devil, and the.
Iufts of your father ye will do.” When the call of
the gofpel comes to finners, Satan does with them
as Pharaoh did with the Ifrdelites, holds them more
to their tatks; fo they have always bufy hands, and
hearts full of their work, infomuch that they can-
not get the work of religion minded to purpofe.
And what are they doing ? They are bufy weaving
the fpider’s ‘web ; very bufy doing nothing, or
hatching the cockatrice egg, doing worfe than no-
thing. ‘They have much to do, having the defires
of the fleth and miud to fulfil. They have more

to
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24. ¢ Becaufe I have called, and ye refufed, I have
ftretched out my hand, and no man regarded;
but ye have fet at mought all my counfel, and
would none of my reproof ; I alfo will laugh at
your calami?', I will mock when your fear cometh;
when your fear cometh as defolation, and your de-
ftrution cogpeth as a whirl-wind ; when diftrefs
. and anguifh cometh upon you. Then fhall they
call upon me, but I will not anfwer ; they fhall
feck me early, but they fhall nog\#nd me ; for
that they hated knowledge, and did choofe the fear
of the Lord.” Salvation-work “will not work,
unlefs men beftir themfelves ; but damnation-work
will go on when men fit at eafe, and are carried
down the ftream into the ocean of the wrath
God. /

IV. In the laft place, I am to make fome prac-
tical improvement ; in doing which, I fhall confine
myfelf, for the prefent, to an ufe of exhortation.
I would exhort refufers of Chrift and of religion to
take their word again, and to comply with the go-
fpel-call. Ye have had many calls to engage in
the work of religion with earneftnefs, but the an-
fwer of the moft part is, I wi/ not; and thus one
refufal comes on the back of another.

You have had many calls from the word' of God
to fall to your work, and what has been your an-
fwer to thefe meffages of God by his fervants, but
that J will not ? Have you not heard many ex-
hortations which have ncver affeted you ? Have

_you not gone back to thofe very fins for which
reproofs have met you in public ordinances, and
yet you have held them faft ? Has not duty been
laid plainly before you, and you have found means
to put it by ? and ftill the anfwer is, I awill not.

2. Has not God purfued fome of you by affli-

\:\ tions
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tions to drive you to your work, and yet no awa-
%kening to repentance and reformation, but ftill
the language of. your pratice has been, I will not.
The Lord, in his holy providence, has fent you
lofies, crofles, and diftrefles of divers forts, to bring.
you to your duty ; but, O ! may it not be written
on rod after rod, You have not yet returned to the
Lord ? ’

3. Nay, has not the Lord fometimes fo met you,
in a finful courfe, that you could not but fay, This
is the finger of God ? and yet ye would be froward,
ye would go back to the {in again. What is the
language of that, but Iwi/l not ? Have ye not fallen
under Jotham’s curfe again and again? Judges,
ix. 15. whereby fire has flafhed out of fome one
or other bramble, under which you have refted,
on your faces to burn you, inftead of that fhade.
ye thought to find under it to refreth you. Has
not your confcience awakened on you fome-
times, and the arrows of convi&tion faftened on
you, and yet you haverefufed ¢ Ye have murdered
convitions, and never been at eafe till confcience
has been filenced.  You have run away from God,
even with his arrows fticking in you, faying in
oppofition, I awill not.

Laftly, Have you not often delayed complying
with the call ofy God, and fet the time for your
going to work ? Yet for all that is come and gone,
youreyes have never feenthat time yet. What is de-
laying but plainly a refufal 2 Jwill not. For there
is no word of God that fays, Gq work to-morrow,
or the next day; it is to-day, if ye will hear his
voice ; fon, go work to-day. So that he that will.
not work to-day, but pretends he will do it after-
wards, plainly refufes the call, and will not..

. To promote your compliance with the call, I
would offer a few weighty motives ; as,.

1. Repent now, and fall to that work ye have

- Vou. L. - F - formerly
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formerly refufed ; for it is 2 work preferable to all
other works. The work of religion is your main,
our chief work. (1.) It is the moft pleafant work.
i‘lauy are difgufted at the work of religion, be-
caufe they think it unpleafant. But they have
not yet tried it, and therefore are not fit judges.
You have a more. favourable account of it from
Prov. iii. 17. « Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs,
and all her paths are peace.” See alfo Pfal. iv.
%. 8. «Thou haft put gladnefs in my heart, more
than in the time that their corn and their wine in-
creafed. I will both lay me down in peace, and
fleep ; for thou, Lord, only makeft me dwell in
fafety.” There is work indeed in the vineyard
that 1s unpleafant to corrupt nature ; but even
out of this arifes the moft refined fatisfation to
the new nature. And what are all the pleafures
of the world, to reconciliation with God, and that
peace of confcience and joy that there is in belie-
ving ? (2.) It is the moft profitable work. The
profit thereof is both for time and for eternity,
1 Tim. iv. 8. ¢ For bodily exercife profiteth little,
but godtinefs is profitable unto all things, having the
promife of the.life that now is, and of that which
1s to come.” . The profits of it are durable profits ;
they laft, and will be profitable, when all others
wilt be of no avail. Hereby you will gain the life
of your fouls, and, as the lofs is incomparably great,
fo alfo is the gain of it. (3.) Itis the moft necef--
fary work. It is the one thing needful, abfolutely
needful, Luke, x. 42. We cannot be happy here
or hereafter without it ; without it, we are undone
for ever. '
2. Ye are always working fomething. The
greateft idler on earth is in fome fort always bufy.
God does nat require of you more work, but other
work. The foul of man is like a watch, thatgoes

\a‘s'f‘a& in going wrong as in going right. How
) : fad
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fad is it, that feeing men are always doing fome-
thing, they fhould refufe only that work which
would honour God, and fave their own fouls!
Will you not, then, for God’s fake, and your own
fake, change your work ?

3. It is fad work you are working while you re-
fule this. If you be not working out your own
falvation, you are working out your own damna-
tion. We are always going forward ; if not prefi-
ing a flep nearer heaven, you are a ftep nearer
hell.  Every refufal, yea, every fin, is a new im-
pediment in your way to heaven, a new call to
Heavén for vengeance on the finner, builds the fe-
paration-wall the higher, and lays on the greater
‘(r;cight to fink you for ever under the wrath of

od.

4. Confider, if ye be not in fome fort at as much
pains to ruin your fouls, as otherwife might fave
them. There are difficulties in the ways of 'fin,
as well as in the ways of God. Is the work of re-
ligion a toilfome work ? but do not ye marly times
weary yourfelves to commit iniquity ? Is there not
as much pain when a finner deprives himfelf of
his night’s reft, racking. himfelf about the world,
as when a faint communes with his heart on his
bed about eternal things ? The finner travels to
bring forth fin, Pfal. vii. 14. 'What more than
this at the hard duties of religion ! Since he that
engages not in the work of religion is cumbered
about many things, had he not better take up with
the one thing needful ? The faint has but one
mafter to ferve; finners have many, not only at
war with God, but at war among themfelves, one
luft dragging them one way, and another another
way.

5. The time is coming, when working in the
vineyard will be over; and if ye continue to re-

F 2 L fufe,
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fufe, ye know not if ever you will get another of-

- fer; ¢ for there is no work, nor device, nor know-
ledge, nor wifdom, in the grave, whither thou
goelt.”  This day’s delay may be an eternal lofs,
for you may be in cternity before another day. A
new refufal is dangerous; God may take you at
your word. -

6. Our Lord is content yet to invite you to his
work, notwithftanding your former refufals ; you
will ftill be accepted : ¢« Him that cometh unto
ane,” fays Jefus, « I will in nowife caft out.”

7. ‘Whatever hardfhips may be in the work of
religion, it is not long ere you fhall be freed from
them all; you fhall be made maore than conquer-
ors : ¢ You fhall reft from your labours, and your
works fhall follow you.” .

Laftly, If you will not, then remember death
‘will make you change your mind, and you will get
a long eternity to 1epent that ye did not repent in
sime.  But fuch a change can then be of no avail,
but to increafe your mifery. Infinitely better, then,
will it be for you if this change take place at pre-

“{ent’; ¢ for now is the accepted time, and now is
« the day of falvation.”

THE



THE NATURE AND EFFECTS OF A WEANED
DISPOSITION OF SOUL. *

SERMON IV,

Pfal. cxxxi. 2. My foul is even as a weaned child.

HIS Pfalm is David’s profefion of piety,

wherein he difcovers what was the habitual
bent of his heart, and courfe of his life. The oc-
cafion of it feems to have been the injury done him
by Saul and his courtiets, who reproached him as
a proud, ambitious, and turbulent man. His com=
fort is the teftimony of his own confcience, which
witnefled, 1. The humility. of his heart. This

kept him from an afpiring temper, and within the -

bounds of his ftation. 2. His eafinefs in any con=
dition with which the Lord was pleafed to tryft
him. God had promifed him the kingdom, yet
kept him from it long; and that in very hard cir-
cumftances ; but yet he was eafy under it ; he was

far from ‘that reftlefs itching after a crown, of

which his enemies accufed him.

In the text, he points out the fpring of this eafi--
: F3 nefs:.

~ # Delivered Sabbath afternoon, Auguft 1. 1714,
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nefs: My foul is even as a weaned child : That is,
his heart was loofed from thofe things to which
the hearts of men naturally are glewed. There is
here, 1. Something fuppofed, namely, that the day
was, when he was [ucking the breafts which fallen
Adam led all his children to, as well as others ;
that he was even as fond of them, and could as ill
‘want them, as achild the breaft. 2. Something
exprefled ; that now there was a change, the child
was weaned, fet to another way of living, and
could want the breafts. God had taken off his
heart from thofe things on which naturally it was
fet, and now he fed at God’s hand, inftead of
creatures. He does not fpeak of willingly forfa-
king thefe breafts of his own accord, but he was
weaned by the power of grace.” Now, this is his
_comfort againtt the afperfions of his enemies.——
From this fubject I take this

DoctriNg, That grace makes a weaned foul.

In difcourfing which, I fhall inquire,
I.. From what does grace wean the foul ?
II. How is the foul weaned from thefe things ?
III. What are the effe@s of a weaned difpofi-
tion of foul ? '
IV. Make fome pratical improvement.

I am to inquire,

I. From what does grace wean the foul ? Grace
weans the foul, 1. From the dry breafts. of the
world. One part of pure religion, .and undefiled,
before God and the Father, is to keep ourfelves
unfpotted from the werld, James, i. 27. For.fays
John, 1ft Ep. ii. 16. ¢« Allthatis in the world, the
luft of the flefh, -the luft of the eyes, and the pride
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the wor';fll;:
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-The foul of man is not felf-fufficient, and muft
fetch in its fatisfaCtion from fomething without
itfelf, feeing it is capable to defire what it hath not
to furnifh itfelf with. Our firft father Adam did
us two ill turns ; he led us out of the path of life,
.not knowing how to get into it again, and fo left
us with a confcience full of guilt ; he led us away
from the living God, not knowing how to return
to him again, and fo left us with a heart full of
-unfatisfied defires. Hence the poor foul is like the
horfe-leech, having two daughters crying, Give,
give ; a reftlefs confcience, and areftlefs heart, to
cach of which it muft fay, as Naomi to Ruth,
~ch.iii. 1. ¢« My daughter, fhall I not feek reft for
- thee,. that it may be well with thee ?” But, alas!
the firft way it goes for that, is through dry places,
as the devil, when he goes out of aman. For the
_reftlefs confcience feeks reft in the dry and barren
region of the law, Rom. x. 3. ¢« For they being
ignorant of God’s righteoufnefs, and going about
.to eftablith their own righteoufuefs ;” for the reft-
lefs heart goes to the creatures, faying, Who will
fhew us any good ? 'The poor foul, like a hungry
infant, weeps and cries, fhifts about as it can, ga-
ping for fomething to fill the mouth, The world
1s neareft, and there it faftens and fucks. The
foul has fallen off the breafts of divine confolations,
and cannot fet itfelf on again, and therefore takes
.up with the breafts of the world ; but grace takes

off the foul again. And, :
1. Grace weans the foul from the profits of the
world.: Heb. xi. 26. ¢« Mofes cfteemed the re-
_proach of Chrift greater riches than all the treafures
in Egypt.” The.natural man fixes on them, drinks
ﬁteedily at the broken cifterns. His hungry heart
ies out after them, as a.ravenous bird after its
prey 5 he is seftlefs il he get them, as the child
: : is
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is for the breafts ; he is fond of them, when he
has them, as the infant plays with the breafts.
They fay they are become rich, they have found
-out fubftance, Hof. xii. 8. But when grace comes,
it ftops the chace. It makes the bulky vanity, that
‘can only fatisfy the fancy of children, and not fouls
of men, dwindle into nothing. .

2. Grace weans the foul 20!!\ the pleafures of
the world. Pleafure is a neceffary ingredient in
‘happinefs, and men cannot but feek it'; hence
-God propofes it to the foul in the enjoyment of
himfelf, Pfal. xvi. 11. ¢« In his prefence there is
fulnefs of joy, and at his right-hand are pleafures
for evermore.” Bat the foul, inftead of going to
God forit, todrink at the pure fountain, naturally
-goes to the muddy ftreams of it in the world, and.
there fucks,—is as fond of the lufts of Egypt, flefh,
‘&c. ds the Ifraelites; yea, can as little live with--
out them, as the fucking child without the breaft:
-2 Tim. ifi. 4. « They are lovers of pleafure more:
“than lovers of God.” But when grace comes, it
‘makes the foul fall off, and loofes the heart from.
thefe things.

3. In a word, grace weans the foul from all:
‘worldly comforts whatfoever, making. it take up. |
its reft-in God :: Luke, xiv. 6. ¢« If any man
come to me, and hate not his father, -and mother,
and wife, and children, and brethren, and fifters,
yea, and.his own.life alfo, he cannot be my dif
ciple.” The heart-of man takes a-greedy grip na-
‘turally of relations, liberty, life, and fuch things. |
‘Thefe are their good things, which they.can no
‘more part with than the child with the breafls.
“Take thefe away, what has the man more ? He
‘has not a God. - He will rather part with God and
‘Chrift than thefe things. ‘But grace -puts matters

{\; it regulates ‘the affe&tion :to thefe thi!:g,d
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and makes the foul ready to give up with them at
God’s call. ‘ ‘

2. Grace weans the foul from the foulfome
breafts of fin, fo that it loaths that which it loved
before.  The foul in its natural ftate is like Ifrael,
Ezek. xvi. 4. ¢ Not cut, neither wafthed in water
to fupple them ; not falted at all, nor fwaddled at
all”  ‘They had lain long in the foul womb of E-
gypt, and after they came out, they were flill fuck-
g in the Egyptian manners, cuftoms, and abo-
minable courtes. Thus men fuck the breafts of
1in ; they feek fatisfation in thofe things which
they ought not fo much as defire; they greedily
drink of what God forbids them to tafte ; they are
as fond of their fins as a child is of the breaft,
their hearts are averfe to part with their finful
-courfes. ‘There is a fweetnefs in thefe to their
-corrupt "hearts, which they cannot want. For,
Jet a man go the round of all created lawful grati-
fications in the world, and fqueeze the fap out of
“them all to fatisfy his heert, they are fo empty,
that he will break over the hedge, to try if for-
‘bidden fruits will make up the want which allowed
fruits cannot do. But grace weans the heart from
thefe breafts. It makes the perfon fay, ¢ "I'hat
‘which I fee not, teach thou me : if I have done
iniquity, I will do fo no more,” Job, xxxiv. 32.

11. How is the foul weaned from thefe things ?

1. Grace lays gall and wormwood upon thefe
breafts, and fo embitters them to the foul that it
is made willing to .give over fucking them. 'The
Jheart is made loth to part with them; and though
_ it is often about to give up with them, yet it ftill
goes back again, hoping to fuck fweeter than be-
fore; but ftill the gall and wormwood lies there,
and more and more is laid on till the heart be ac-
tually

~
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tually weaned. The way is hedged up with thorns.

Hence, ¢ fhe fhall follow after her lovers, but fhe

fhall not overtake them ; and fhe fhall feek them,
but fhall not find them: then fhall fhe fay, I will
go and return to my firft hufband ; for then it was
better with me than now,” Hof. ii. 6. 7. Now,
there are two things that ferve to embitter thefe
breafts. (1.) Continual difappointments from
them. Though the man is always feeking fatis-
faction from them, he can never get it. Like the
prodigal, Luke, xv. 16. ¢« He would fain fill his
belly with the bufks that the fwine did eat, and ne
‘man gave unto him.” The man is like one in a
mift : He fees fomething, and it appears a houfe;
he comes to it, and it is but a ftone. Hi4 hope
rifes again on another view, comes forward\to it,
anditis but a buth. They fall always fhort of ex-
pedtatioii 5 and his moit Slcoiimg hopes.are biaft«
ed. When he is going to take m the moft plea-
fant fruit, Providence makes it even fall between
.the hand and the mouth, Hof. ix..2. ¢ The floor
and the wine-prefs fhall not feed them, and the
-new wine fhall fail in her.” Let him make his bed
where he will, there is always a thorminit. (2.)
Severe wounds arife from them. The man leans
-with great delight on the broken reed ; and .ere he
is aware, it pierceth through his hand. He fucks
eagerly at the breaft, and, inftead of milk, wrings
out blood. ‘When ftriking the rock for water,
‘inftead of it, fire flathes out in his face. Perhaps
from the very thing from which he expe&ed his
-greateft comfott, arifes his greateft crofs. Rachel
‘muft have children, elfe fhe dies: She gets them,
and dies bringing them forth. But all this will
‘not wean the foul ; therefore,

2, The Lord fills the foul with better things:
4 Open thy mouth wide,” fays God, ¢ and I-willfili

it,”
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it,” Pfal. Ixxxi. 10. If the nurfe take away the
breaft, fhe will not put an empty fpoon into the
child’s mouth. The foul of man is an empty wa-
vering thing, muft always have fomething to feed
on; and will hold what it has as good for 1t, till it
gct what it counts better. The man will not quit
old of the world and his lufts, till he open his
hand to take hold of Chrift and all the benefits of
the everlafting covenant in their ftead. There-
fore, the great tranfaction of the foul with Chrift
is called buying of him, in which if a man gives
away his money, he gives it not but for as good,
or better. Thus grace weans the foul: For, faith
Jefus, John, iv. 14. ¢ Whofoever drinketh of the
water that I fhall give him, fhall never thirft ; but
the water I fhall give him, thall be in him a well of
water, {pringing up into everlafting life.” Hence,.
two things are evident. K (1.) That only the en-
joyment of God can wean the foul, and the foul
will never be at reft till it reft in God. The heart
of man muft have a match, and will be ranging.
through' the world for a match, till it meet wil:ﬁ
Chrift, who is the pearl of great price; and to
gain this, quits with all. The foul of man will be.
a reftlefs night-walker till the day of grace dawn,
and difcover Jefus the Plant of Renown. If they
cannot work themfelves happy, they will try to
dream themfclves happy, and prepare themfelves a:
feaft of a thoufand airy nothings; pofleflions of
the heart, though not of the hand. (2.) That the
foul will never be Loafted away from thefe breafts.
"The very dung, and affes heads, will be precious.
in Samaria when there is no bread. Who is there
that has not a rational convi&ion of the world’s
vanity ¢ yet men throng into the houfe craving a
fill. 'Why is it that men fo often feem to give up.
with it, and" in very deed have fatisfattion in no~
thing,

-
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thing, and yet go juft back to the fame door, where
they have got a thoufand nay-fays, ‘and feemed to
have got their laft anfwer ?  'Why, truly the devil’
is gone out of the houfe, but it is empty, it is not,
filled from heaven, and it muft not {tand empty ;
therefore, he returns with feven fpirits worfe than
him{elf.—1I fhall now inquire,

III. WHAT are the effe&ts of a weaned difpofi-

tion of foul ? ' i
The foul is weaned at its firft converfion to
God. Then it'is taken off the breafts; but it
is hard work, and tedious. The foul is never per-
feCtly weaned till death. As there is an uneafinefs
and fretfulnefs in new weéaned children, till tho-
roughly weaned, fo is there in“the cafe of the chil-
dren of God while here. Hence it is faid to them,
Pfal. xIv. 10. ¢ Hearken, O daughter, and confider,
and incline thine ear : forget alfo thine own people,
and thy father’s houfe.” So the effets of this dif-
pofition are more or lefs ftrong, as fouls are more
or lefs thoroughly weaned.—1I fhall notice fome of

thefe effets. - - - Co
1. The weaned foul is a refigned foul : * If any
man,” faid Jefus, Matth. xvi. 24. ¢ will come after’
me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs,
and follow me.” When the foul is weaned, the
long war betwixt our own will and the will of God
is at an end, and our will runs captive after the
wheels of the Lord’s triumphant chariot. ' The
will of the weaned foul is moulded, (1.) To the will
-of God’s commandments. = ‘the ftony heart"is
broken, yea, melted down, to receive the impref-
fion of whatever is God’s will fot out duty. Its
language is, ¢ Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do #” No right hand, or right eye, more to be’
fpared. - hey eftecm all God’s precepts concern-
' g - ‘ ing
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ing all things to be right, and they hate every falfe
way, Pfal. cxix. 128. All carnal reafonings, in
favour of lufts, muft yield to the great authority
of the Lawgiver. (2.)To thewill of his providence.
It wiil no more rally its forces, to decide the que-
ftion, whether God’s will or their will fhall carry it
as to their lot; but as the weaned child is at the
nurfe’s difpofal, fo will they be at God’s. If that
which is crooked cannot be made . ftraight, they
will comply with it as it is. If their lot cannot be
brought up to. their mind, their mind fhall be
brought down to their. lot. Like Paul, <« they
learn in whatfoever ftate they are, therewith ta be
content,” Phil. iv. 11.

2. The weaned foul is chearful, and not fretful,
in its refignation. He fays, not only juft, but
¢ Good is the will of the Lord,” Ifa. xxxix. 8. It
makes a man carry Chrift’s yoke evenly; for, to.
go drooping under it, is a fign of a heart not right
weaned. What God does is not only well done,
but beft done; fo fays the weaned foul.

3. The weaned foul ftands on other grounds,
when created comforts are with him, and even
when created ftreams are runmning full : He draws .
his fupport in both cafes from God as the fountain.
Such fay, like Hannah, 1 Sam. ii. 1. ¢« My heart
rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is exalted in the
Lord;” and with David, Pial. xviii. 46. ¢ The
Lord liveth, and blefled be my rock : and let the
God of my falvation be exalted.” The world’s
good things thall not be their good things. They
will love them as a friend, but not be wedded to
them as a hufband. They will ufe them as a ftaff,
but not build upon thern as a pillar. ‘

4. The weaned foul will ftand without them
when thef: are gone,- for they were not the props
on which his houfe refted.  Such a fqul can adopt

Vor. L. . G the
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the prayer of Habakkuk, chap. iii. 17. 18. « Al-
though the fig-tree fhall not bloffom, neither fhall
fruit be found in the vine ; the labour of the olive
fhall fail, and the fields fhall yicld no meat ; the
flock fhall be cut off from the fold, and there
fhall be no herd in the ftalls: Yet I will re-
joice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my
falvation.” Ah! that foul is in a fad cafe, whofe
comfort waxeth and weaneth, juft according to
the waxing and weaning of created comforts; is
fatisfied or ftarved, juft according as thefe breafts
are full or empty. Thus many lofe all fpirit
and life in religion, when God takes away their
worldly comforts. - .

5. The weaned foul ufes creatixk comforts pafs-
ingly. They follow the dire&ions of Paul, 1 Cor.
vil. 29..30. 31. * That both they that have wives,
be as though they had none ; and they that weep,
as though they wept not ; and they that rejoice, as
though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as
though they poffeffed not 5 and they that ufe this
world, as not abufing it ; for the fafhion of this
world paffeth away.” The greedy grip the heart
takes of thefe things, in.the ufe of them, is a fad
fign of an unweaned foul. It was the fin of the
old world, they were eating apd drinking like
beafts. The weaned foul will do in thefe like the

~ dogs of Egypt, who run when they lap the water
of the Nile, for fear of the crocodiles. |

6. The wearied foul cafts itfelf upon the Lord,
without carnal anxiety, as the weaned child de-
pends on the mother’s care. This feems partly
aimed at in the text. The foul is eafy, not on a
fenfible profpe@, but on the faith-of ' the promife.
‘[hey are ¢ careful for nothing, but in every thing,
by prayer and fupplication, with thank{giving, let

‘ their
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their requefts be made known to God,” Phil:
1. 6.

Laftly, The weaned foul ftrives to ftarve, but
never to provide for their lufts. Thefe are the
fuckers, which, the more they are fatisfied, juft
the more they crave. 'They have much to do who
Lave thefe to feed.

IV. It remains to make fome pratical improve-
ment. And,

1. In an ufe of information. This fhews us,
(1.) Who they are that have met with Chiift,
and been feafted at this communion : Even thofe
whofe fouls are now like a weaned child. Are
your hearts turned to loath your lufts, weaned
trom fucking the dry breafts of the world, and ye
muft have your food from heaven ? then the Lord
is not fending you away empty. (2.) Your hearts
are.not right with God, while they are not weaned.
H no weaning influences have reached your hearts,
no gracious influences have. You will be nothing -
the better of this communion ; nay, it is like you
will be the worfe of it; if you get not your hearts
weaned on this occafion, your lufts will be more
rampant after this 3 like the child that is moft fond
of the breaft after it has béen long away from it.

2. Ufe of exhortation. I exhort you to labour
to get a weaned foul. To urge you to this, I would
propofe the following motives. (1.) How fad is it
that a heaven-born foul thould be held at fuch ful-
fome breafts as thofe flethly lufts are, at fuch empty
breafts as thofe of the world are! Is there not
better food, and more plentiful, fet before you,
even Chrift himfelf, and all the benefits of the -
everlafting covenant{ Leave thofe to the fiwine,
and let your precious fouls cat that which is good.

G2 (2-)
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{2.) Your fouls will never get fatisfation there.
You fhall as foon fill your hands with the wind,
-or grafp your arms full of dreams and fhadows, as
fill your fouls at the dry brcafts of the world. It
is fpending your money for that which is not bread,
.and your labour for that which fatisfieth not. (3.)
‘They are altogether unfuitable to your fouls. The
foul is fpiritual, they are earthly things ; your fouls
.are immortal, they are perifhing ; and ye can no
mmore feed on them to thrive, than fithes on mea-
dows ; nor on the breafts of your lufts, no more
than falt water will quench thirt. (4.) A weaned
foul would make you veryeafy. ‘I he man that has it,
can never be miferable, meet with what he will
‘The heavieflt crofs weuld be very light, if eafed
of the overweight an unweaned foul lays upon it.
What is the rife of fo much uneafinefs, but that
we are wedded to this and the .other thing, and
being exceeding glad to- have it, are exceeding
forry to part with it. It would make you eafy to
others alfo. (5.) An unweaned foul is the root
of apoftacy : It will expofe you to many tempta-
tions, and may carry you off from the way of the
Lord altogether. It will make you a reproach .to
religion ; and it had been better for you not to
have known the way of ‘rightcoufnefs, than, after
you have known it, to turn from the holy com-
mandment delivered unto you, 2 Pet.ii.21. 1f ye go
back, ye fhall not feed on l-ho'-'fé’at fo cheap a rate as
-before. (6.) A weaned foul will fit Kou for fuffering 3
and yon have need of it, when the work of God
is in {uch danger. It will keep you fafe in times of
trial, when others, glued to the world and lufts, will
turn their backs. (7.) It will fit you for com-
munion with God, and you fhall have it. The
manna fell when the provifion brought from -

Egypt
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Egypt was done. Lafly, It will fit you. for hea-
ve%;y? and there you ﬂ{a}l{ be filled. y

In conclufion, Study the mortification of your
lufts. What need for thefe things, if you had not
living lufts to feed on them ? Feed on Chrift and
fpiritual things, Take him inftead of that which .
the world.and Jufts offer. Amen. .

G3 THE -
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THE DANGER OF NOT WAITING ON GOD
AFTER THE DUE ORDER.*

SERMON V.

2 CBRON. xv. 13.—For becaufe ye did it not at the
Sirfty the Lord our God made a breach upon us,
Jor thit w: fought bim not after the due order.

HE ark of God having been brought from
Kirjathjearim, and left at the houfe of Obed-
' edom,uponthe accountof the death of Uzza,whom
God fmote, God blefled that man and his houfe,
where the ark was. The news of this coming to
David’s ears,he refolves again to attempt the bring-
ing of the ark into his own city, 2 Sam. vi. 12. In
this tranfation, obferve, 1. That the fear of mif-
managing a duty may fometimes prevail fo far
with the people of God, as to make them lay by
the duty for a time. David had feen how dear a
rath touch of the ark had coft Uzzah; fo, fays he,
2 Sam. vi..g. ¢ How fhall the ark of. the Lord

come

* Delivered 2d Auguft 1707,
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come unto me ?” The fear of God, by reafon of
corruption, eafily degenerates into a flavifh fear,
which cuts the finews of holy endeavours, and
leaves people neither heart nor hand for the work.
2. - Lay by duty who will, God will always have
fome that will take it up. If David have no will
for the ark to be with him, Obed-edom will enter-
tain it. - Many, in our day, turn their backs on
Chrift and his fervice ; fhut their hearts againft
himfelf, and their houfes againft his worthip ; but
God will always have fome that will put their
fhoulders to his work: 3. ‘They are .great fools
that lay afide duty. They ftand in the way of their
own,mercy, and deprive themfelves of that blefs-
ing that attends the fervice of the Lord. 4. The
people of God, when they take up duty again,’
will fee themfelves the greater fools that ever they
laid it by. Well, David being refolved on the
work, proceeds with great caution -and circum-
fpetion, as we fee in the verfes preceding that
of our reading : The reafon of all which we have
in the text. ' )
In which words there is, 1. An old ftory
brought freth to mind : The Lord our God made
a breach upon us. ‘The ftroke reached Uzzah,
and cut him off, while all the reft were fafe; yet
the holy man looks on that as a ftroke to.the
whole congregation. 2. There is the caufe of
the ftroke : The ftroke was dreadful and aftonifh-
ing, but the holy man lays not the blame on God,
but on themfelves, and fo juftifies God. The fin
of the Levites was the caufe of the ftroke : For be-
caufe ye did not at the firff, namely, fan&ify your-
fel\{csy when ye firft bfg‘aﬂh to rem):)ve the ar}i ’;rom
Kirjathjearim. They did not. fan&ify and pre-
pare themfelves, by folemn prayer and fervices, in
confideration of God’s will, as to the way of car-

rying
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rying the ark: As if he had faid, Wé ‘have -
fmarted already by your careleflnefs, beware of -
it therefore at this time. The fin of all the con-
gregation, wherein he. takes in himfelf among the
reft, alfo produced the ftroke ; and that becaufe
it was his and the people’s duty to have been ac-
quainted with the word of the Lord; and the -
overfight of the Levites did not excufe them.— -
We fought him, indeed, bringing the ark, the
fymbol of God’s prefence, from the place where it
was, to be in the midft of us; but our way of doing -
marred all. It was God’s ordinance that the ark .
fhould be carried on the Levites thoulders, Numb. .
iv. 15. and vii. 9.3 but.the Philiftines had put it
on a cart. God did not punifh them for this trani-
greflion, and this emboldened Ifrael to follow their
example : But they learned by fad. experience, .
that God would not bear that :in the one, whiech -
he did inthe other.—Fram this fubje&, I take -
this

DocTrINg, God is kighly difpleafed with perfons -

- who perform duties, but:are not careful to per- -
form them in a right manner. .

In difcourfing which, I fhall thew,
1. How it comes to pafs that men perform du- .

ties, but are not carefulto perform them in a right .
manner.
II. How the Lord teftifies his difpleafure againft
fuch perfons. P aga@
HI. Why is the Lord fo highly difpleafed ? :
IV. Make fome pratical impz)verlx:ent.

1 am to thew,
L How it comes to pafs that men perform du-

ﬁl . - "w’,

‘s
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ties, but are not careful to perform them in a right
manner.

1. Becaufe to perform duty is the eafieft part of
religion, but to do it in a right manner is very dif-

-ficult ; and few people have a heart to manage the
difficulties of religion. Eafe is fweet; and in
other things we fee it very ordinary for men to
take what is moft eafy, inftead of what is moft
profitable. It is an eafy thing to think, to hear,
to eat bread, and drink wine; but to plough up
our corruptions, to engage in good carneft in the
fervice of God, and to get the heart in a cafe for
fellowfhip with Chrift, is not eafy, and floth pre-
vails.

2. Becaufe the bare performance of duties is
within the reach of all, the performing of them in
a right manger is beyond the reach of the moft
part. Natural abilities will ferve for the one, gra-
cious abilities are neceflary for. the other. John
xv. 5. “I (faid Jefus) am the vine, ye are the
branches ; he that abideth in me, and I in him,
the fame bringeth fortb much fruit ; for witbout me -
ye can do nothing.” ¢ By faith (fays Paul, Heb.
xi. 4.) Abel offered unto God a more excellent
facrifice than' Cain, by which he obtained witnefs
that he was righteous, God teftifying of his gifts;
and by it he, being dead, yet fpeaketh.” Grace,
you fee, is neceflary, and grace is very rare. A
natural man is conjured within the circle of felf,
beyond it he cannot move; this is his principle, and
this is his end. Nature cannot carry a man above
itfelf, more than the mouth of ariver can be higher
than the fpring-head. This, then, mars all, fo
that the fervice can no more be acceptable to God,
than a man fowing his mafter’s ground . with his
own feed, to reap it for himfelf.

3. By the bare performance of duties, mcnta.t.

ain
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tain the bafe and low ends which they propofe to
themfelves in the fervice of God ; namely, (1.)
Peace of mind, {uch as it is. The confciences of
fome are but half awakened; thus a little thing
quiets them, even the external performance of du-
ties ; but fhould thefe negle&t duties altogether,
they could have no peace. (2.) It gains a man
credit in the world, and that is a ftrong cord to
draw men to the outfide of duties, namely, to ‘be
feen of men, and to have glory of men, as our Sa~
" viour expeffes it, Matth. vi. 1. 2. It is to them
no {mall matter to have a name to live ; to be call-
ed good is affe¢ted by fuch as are at no pains to
be good. )
‘What fhall we fay of thofe that will fet about
duties, and attend facraments,. even while -they
are fure that they will be mocked and reproached
for it by the wicked ? «n/. It is good, in fo far as
they are carried over thefe things: For, alas!
there are fome fo pitifully weak; that they will-bé
blown over with the wind' of the mouth of the
wicked. A broad laugh, or filly taunt, out of the
mouth of the profane, is an unanfwerable argu:
ment againf religion and ferioufnefs, to fome who
are in the caufe of Chrift like filly doves without
heart. Such as are thus chargeable are very in-
confiderate; Chrift gives a folemn warning to them,
Mark, viii. 38.. « Whofoever, therefore, {hall be
athamed of me, ‘and of my words, in this adulte-
rous and finful generation, of him alfo fhall the
Son of man be athamed, when he cometh in the
glory of his Father, with the holy angels.” We
doubt not but a hypocrite may come this length.
‘We do not wonder if even a mifer, a covetous
wretch,. part with his money to buy land ; neither
need we wonder if a hypocrite fhould facrifice
credit among the profane, to gain credit ameng
! the
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the godly. He does but as a man on a ladder
tread on the lower ftep to win to the higher.’

4. Becaufe men may get duties done, and keep
their lufts too. For inftance, they may go to a
communion-table one day, and the next to the
table of devils. But to perform duties in a right
manner, is inconfiftent with peace with our lufts :
Pfal. Ixvi. 18. « If I regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear me.” Hence, over the
belly of an exprefs commandment, people will ven-
ture to the Lord’s table without felf-examination, or
at leaft without fearching to the quick. They can-
not, however, communicate aright without a due
attention to it. No, indeed. Says the apottle;
1 Cor. xi. 28. ¢« But let a man examine himfelf,
and fo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that
cup.” Many, notwithftanding, can communicate
without it, and keep their lufts too; here is the
hellifh advantage. There are fecret lufts, which
the man is unwilling to difturb, therefere he will
not light the candle and fearch, left he be obliged
to caft out the old leaven.

5. Becaufe moft men have low and mean
thoughts of God, Mal. i. 6.—8. ¢« A foh honour-
eth his father, and a fervant his mafter : If, then,
I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be
a mafter, where is my fear ? faith the Lord of
hotts unto you, O priefts, that defpife my name :
and ye fay, Wherein have we defpifed thy name ?
Ye offer polluted bread upon my altar; and ye
fay, Wherein have we polluted thee ? In that ye
fay, The table of the Lord is contemptible. And
if ye offer the blind for facrifice, is it not evil ?
and if ye offer the lame and fick, is it not evil ?
offer it now unto thy governor, will he be pleafed
with thee, or accept thy perfon ? faith the Lord
of hofts.” It is not every one that knows the

Lord.
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Lord. Many men worthip they know 1ot what,
and therefore they offer him for worthip they care
not what. . If men had awful apprehenfions of
that God whom they worthip, as a2 God greatly
to be ¢« feared in the affembly of the faints, and to
be had in reverence of ail them that are about him,”
Pfal. Ixxxix. 7. doubtlefs they would fee, that
there is none in heaven or earth like him, and
they would worfhip him in another manner.—
Therefore the apoftle, to engage men to take care
how they perform duties, fays, ¢ Let us have
grace, whereby we may ferve God ' acceptably,
with reverence and godly fear : For our God is a
confuming fire,” Heb. xii. 28. 29.

I aM now to fhew, .

1I. How the Lord teftifies his difpleafure againft
fuch perfons.——He does fo,

1. By withdrawing from them in religious fer-
vices: “ Son of man,” fays God by Ezekiel,
chap. xi. 3. « thefe men have fet up their idols in
their hearts, and put the ftumbling-block of their
iniquity before their facc ; fhould I be inquired of
at all by them ¢” And by Ilofea he fays, ch.v. 4.
« The {pirit of whoredom is in.the midit of them,
and they have not known the Lord.” It is granted,
‘ordinances are the galleries wherein the King is
held, they are the tryfting-places where Chrift
meets with his people ; but if they be not gone

. about in a right manner, they will be but an empty
fepulchre : « Why feek ye the living among the
dead ?” The living God is not to be found in a
dead worfhip ; when men withdraw their hearts
from the fervice of God, then he withdraws him-
{elf from them ; and it is but forry entertainmént*
a man can have at this feaft, when.the Mafter
goes away. -

2. By
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2. By rejeéting their fervices, Mal.i. 13. « Ye
faid alfo, Behold what a wearinefs is it ! and ye
have fnuffed at it, faith the Lord of hofts ; and ye
brought that which was torn, and the lame, and
the fick; thus ye brought an offering : fhould I
accept this of your hands ¢ faith the Lord.” God
will not accept of fuch duties, whatever pains men
may take about them, Ifa.i. 11. ¢« T'o what pur-
pofe is the multitude of your facrifices unto me?
faith the Lord.” It is better to go halting on in
the right way, than to be going ftraight in the
way of error: ¢ The labour of the foolith wea-
rieth every one of them, becaufe he knoweth not
how to go to the city,” Ecclef. x. 15. It may well
be applied to the duties’ of fome, what is faid,
Hab. it. 13. ¢ The people fhall labour in the fire,
and the people fhall weary themfclves for very va-
nigy.” To labour in the fire fignifies great pains,
and great difappointments ; they work in the midft
of {corching flames, and what they do produce
confumes between their fingers, they get no good
of it.

3. Byfpiritual ftrokes upon their fouls. There
is a curfe denounced againft them, Jer. xlviii. 10.
«¢. Curfed be he that doth the work of the Lord de-
ceitfully ;” and ‘Mal. i. 14. “ But curfed be the
deceiver, .which hath in his flock a male, and vow-
eth and facrifieeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing.”
This will pierce the foul ; and they are of two
forts: (1.) They are deadening ftrokes; thefc are
filent blows, arrows that fly without noife from
the hand of an angry Ged into the foul: « Make
the heart of this people fat, and make their ears

- heavy, and fhut their eyes ; left they fee with their
cyes, and hear with their ears, and underftand
with their hearts, and convert, and be healed,”
Ifa. vi. 10. Sometimes men are like Saul among

Ver. L - H ‘ the
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the prophets, but afterwards they are knocked on
the head, it may be on a.communion-Sabbath,
and from that time God anfwers them not. Many
are {prightly profeflors for a while, but ‘at length.
God s ?o provoked, that their hearts are deadened,
their affetions withered, their confciences ftupi-
fied, their fouls blafted, and they are then prepared
to be pruned off, and calt over the hedge. (2.)
Quickening ftrokes, whereby the mau’s. name is
changed ; he is Mager-Miflabib. The confcience
is made like mount Sinai, where nothing but thun-
der, lightening, and the found of the trumpet, are
to be heard. God takes the filthy rags. of. their
lifelefs duties, wraps them in brimftone, and thea
fets them on fire about the finner’s eass ; fo that,
likc the houfe built.upon the fand, to which the-
man, betook himfelf for. fhelter, the whele falls.
into ruins. As to this, you will obferve what the
prophet declares, Hof. v. 11.—14. ¢ Ephraim is -
opprefled, and broken in judgement ; becaufe he .
willingly walked after the commandment. There-
fore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the.
houfe of Judah-as rottennefs. When Ephraim faw
his ficknefs, and Judah faw his wound ; then went
Ephraim to the. Aflyrian, and fent to king Jareb;;
yet could he not. heal you, nor cur¢ you of your
wound. For I will be unte Ephraim as_a lien, .
and as a young lion to the houfe of Judah; I, even .
I, will tear, and go away: I will take away, and.
none fhall refcue. him.” ' :

4. By ftrokes upon their bodies. Semetimes
the Lord has mingled his people’s blood with their
. facrifices. Thus he did with Naddb and Abihwu,
Lev. x. 1. 2. A wrong look into the.ark.coft the
men of Béthfhemeth dear : « The Lord fmote of
the people fifty thoufand and threefcore and ten
- men,” 1 Sam.. vi. 19.; Uzv]ah, -taking. - hold. of .

‘ : the
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-the ark, was ftruck dead, 2 Sam. vi. . And the
apoftle tells, 1 Cor. xi. 30. that for profaning the
Lord’s fupper, ¢ many (among the Corinthians)
were weak and ‘fickly, and many fleep,” that is,
were dead. ‘One dies before his time, even in'his
ftrength ; another falls fick, it may be after a com-
‘munion.. At communions there is a great throng ;
:perhaps one has got a thruft, another has catched
. cold, but unworthy communicating has more often
-done the deed. I fhall inquire,

TH. Wur is the Lord fo highly difpleafed ?

1. Becaufe God commands his fervice to be
-donein ‘2 right marmmer. The matter and right
manner of performing duties are, in the command
‘of God, linked together. He will ‘have his férvice
well done, as well as really done. We multferve
1God 4with a perfe@ heart and a willing mind, fcr
‘the Lord fearcheth all hearts, and underftandeth
-all the imaginations of the thoughts; if we feck
‘him, he will be found of us; but if we forfake
him, he will caft us off for ever, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9.
Mafters on earth challenge to themfelves a power
to oblige their fervants, not only to do their work,
but to do it fo and fo; and though they do the
thing itfelf, yet if not in the manner required, it
camnot 'be accepted. So they broughit the ark, but
they brought it on a cart, which was oppofite to -
the command, for it {hould have been on the thoul-
ders ‘of the Levites ; and therefore their fervice
was rejefted with vengeance.

2. Becaufe the doing of a dutyin a wrong man.
ner alters the nature of it, and makes it fin. Hence
the plowing of the wicked is fin. Hence prayer
is accounted a howling on their bed, Hof. vii. 14.
Andunworthy communicating isnot toeatthe Lord’s
Supper, 1 Cor. xi. 20. I-llf a houde be built of neve{:‘r

2 0



88 THE DANGER OF

fo ftrong timber and good ftones, yet if it be net
well-founded and right built, the inhabitant may
curfe the day he came under the roof of it.

3. Becaufe duties not performed according to
the right order, are but the half of the fervice we
owe ta God, and the worft half too. The Jews
had it written about the doors of their fynagogues,
« Prayer without intention is as a body without a
foul.” A fkeleton of bones without the flefh would
have been a very abominable facrifice to have laid
upon God’s altar ; no lefs abominable are our fer-
vices, when the heart is not engaged, and ‘when
the foul is not lifted up to God : ¢ God is a Spirit,
and they that worfhip, him muft worfhip him m
{pirit and in truth,” John, iv. 24.

Laftly, Becaufe duties thus performed are very
dithonourable to God. See again, Mal. i. 6.—8.
Now, God is a holy God, and will be fantified
in them that come nigh him, and before all the

eople he will be glorified, Lev. x. 3. He is 2
jealous God in the matter of his worfhip, Joth.
xxiv. 18.

IV. I aAM now to make a pralical improvement.
And this,

1. In an ule of information. We may hence
fee what a mercy it is that we have a pure worfhip
amongft us at this day ; a worfhip, neither defiled
by idolatry, nor corrupted by fuperftition, but
after the divine order, according to the pattern
fhewn on the mount. Tt is dangerous to jein in a
way of worfhip not warranted by the word of God.
" 2. Let this fill us with a holy reverence of God
when we approach his prefence in this venerable
ordinance, Pfal. Ixxxix. 7. Let us know and re-
member, that the God with whom we have to do
is a heart-fearching, holy, and jealous God, who

A\\ will
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will not ‘hold them guiltlefs that profane his ordi-
nances. ‘Was 'he fo difpleafed with Belthezzar,
for abufing the veffels of the temple ? how much
mere with us, if we profane the fymbols of the
‘body and blood of "!_risgron ! The danger is great,
‘both for foul ‘and body. But there are two forts
that are readyto abufe this. (1.) The ftiff-necked
-carelefs finner will cloak his contempt of commu~
-#icating, and his floth, with this : < ¥ it be fo, then
" we will do beft not to meddle with it.” But, O
Sirs ! is there not an odds between rufhing on the
facrament, . and . forfaking it ?. Affure yourfelves
this contempt of the {acrament is damning. God
-can reach a -blow to-you, though ye ftand far off
from his table; and fo much the more, that you
“flight this love-token of a dying Lord. (2.) The
poer broken-hearted finner will be ready to drink
difcouragement . from _this, fearing that he
may-be the- perfon on ‘whom the Lord will make
the breach. But, poor foul ! I would fay to thee, .
‘Where wilt thou be fafe, if : thou keepeft thyfelf .
~ without the ranges? the fword of the Lord may
overtake thee there, for the negle&t of your duty.
Therefore come, though trembling, venture thy-
Helf at his feet; acknowledge, that if he fhould
taake ‘thee a monument of his juftice, he is moft
juft, thoudeferveft it. A trembling hand may re-
‘cstve a parton. Be diligent- to prepare thyfelf;
and when thou haft done all, 1ay no ftrefs on any
thing, but fice to Chrift, and get him between an
oifended God and thy foul. y ftubble may be
$afe before a confaming fire, if lKme be a cryftal
wall between it and the fire. S
I conclude with exhorting all.that intend to fit
down at the Lord’s table to-morrow, to take heed
how ye communicate. I would urge you to do it
in the right order. Ye have heard the danger of
- Hj ‘ an
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an oppolite condu&t ; this may be fufficient under
this. Another motive is, that duty done in a
right manner, and that only, has the blefling con-
nefted with it ; mark Matth. xxiv. 26. ¢ Blefled
is that fervant whom his Lord, when he cometh,
fhall find fo doing.” A man may pray a thoufand
times, and never be heard ; go from one commu-
nion to another, and never be fealed ; one fincere
groan from the heart will do more than all thefe.
1f ye mifmanage this facrfment, your fouls may
get fuch a ftain that they will never caft again;
and if ye manage it rightly, ye may get fuch a
tafte of the goodnefs of the Lord as ye never got
before. 'With this view, fee that ypu be right as
to your ftate ; that you be the friends of the Bride-
groom, or you have no n;iht to fit down at the
marriage-feaft. It is not the due order, for per-
fons dead in fin to fit down at the table of our
Lord; it is an ordinance only for thofe who are
quickened, and made fpiritually alive; it is the chil-
dren’s bread, and therefore they only, who axe the
children of Ged by faith in Czriﬂ: Jefus, have a
right to it. Endeavour to be in a right frame ; to
have grace in exercife; a holy hunger, faith, re-
pentance, and love. It is not enough that you
have oil in your lamps, you nruft alio have your
lamps trimmed, and the o1l burning. Your

muft be in exercife. If this be your ftate, and
this be your frame, then furely it will be good for
you to draw near to God at his own table : ¢ They
‘that thus wait upon the Lord fhall renew their
ftrength, they fhall mount up on wings like eagles,
run, and not be weary, walk and not faint.”

THE

™~



THE PERFECTION OF PROVIDENTIAL DIS.
PENSATIONS. * 3

SERMON VL -4

- . way
Psav. xviii. 30.—d4s for God, bis wewk is perfect.

HE Pfalmift by this time had followed the

I Lord through many a deep ftep, and he had
endured various troubles. Heére, in the text, he
looks back on thefe ways in which the Lord had
led him, and gives his verdi& as to them : As for
God, &c. In the words there is, '
. 1. A magnificent preface: As for God. He
ftands up here in his defence againft an ungodl{
world, to juftify his proceedings : As for God,
that have tried his way can fpeak to his commen-
dation.

2. What of God he commends: His way.
There is a twofold way. (1.) That wherein men
walk to and with God.—Perfonal ; Chrift, whois
the way to the Father :—Real ; holinefs, without
which no man fhall fee the Lord. None of thefe
are here meant.  (2.) The way wherein God walks

‘ with
® Delivered July 16. 1709..
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“with men, the way of his providences, his difpen=-
fitions, the way he takes with men in difpofing of
them.

3. The commendation is perfe? ; there is no.
flaw in that way. Be his difpenfatien acver fo
hard, there can ze no fault really obferved in them
by the moft difcerning eye; they are faultlefs..
Thefe words afford us this

DooTrINE, That the difpenfations of providence -
are altogether. perfe& and ‘faultlefs, however:
they appear to our carnal hearts. -

" In illuftration I'fhall, ~ :

I. Take notice of fome, among many, feeming
faults our corruptions would fpy out in the difpen-
fations of providence.

II. Inquire in what refpects the way of God is:.
perfect.

IIL. Confirm the poit..

IV. Make fome praltical improvement. .

1. T amM to take notice of fome, among many,
feening faults our corruptions weald fpy out in the
difpenfations of providence.

1. The resfon of difpenfations not feen. . The-
defign of Providence lies oftentimes hid, and. it s
RO eafy matier to difcover itt % Thy way is in the-
fea, and thy path m the great waters, and thy foot- -
fteps are not known,” Pfal. Ixxvii. 19. The Lord.
leads the:man, and he knews ot where ; therefore -
corruption is ready to ftorth 4t this, amd difdains
te follow the Lord, u:g:fs he will ‘vl him what -
way he is going 5 but the fauit is in the eye, not it .
:&?wuy'. Time ® big with the tlifcgy , but
muft go a while before it is brought ¥orth - -
A, x. 17. « Now, while Peter doubted in him-
felf what this vifion whick he &l foon Wiosld

' mean,
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mean, behold the men which were fent from Cor-
nelius had made inquiry for Simon’s houfe, and
ftood before the gate.” John, 13. 6. 7. « Then
cometh Jefus to Simon Peter ; and Peter faid unto
him, Lord, doft thou wafh my feet? Jelus an-
fwered and faid unto him, What I do thou know-
eft not now, but thou fhalt know hereafter.”
‘When the fpetacles of faith are on, no fault ap-
pears.

2. Providence feeming to forget the promifes,
and the word feeming to mifcarry. Then we are
ready to fay, as in Jer. xv. 18. « Why is my pain
perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refu-
feth to be healed ? wilt thou be altogether unto
me as a liar, and as waters that fail ?” Abraham
thought he faw this fault, and he would take a
way of his own to re&ify it. But though the pro-
mife tarried, yet it was accomplithed, for Ifaac,

" and not Ithmael, was to be his heir. Fools hafte
is no fpeed.

3. Providence going crofs to the promifes, his
works to his word, pulling down. with the one
hand what he feemed to be building up with the
other. Thus it appeared, when Abraham was com-
manded to f{acrifice Ifaac, Gen. xxii. So alfo it
was when God threatened to cut fhort the days of
Hezekiah, Ifa. xxxviii. 1. But there is no fault
here yet; wait the end, as in thefe inftances ;
they are but raw travellers, who think that the
way lies always even forward ; the way in the wil-
dernefs is often crooked. -

4. Providence running, as it feems, quite con-
trary to the defign of it. Many times the Lord
has a defign on foot for the good of his church and
people ; but. a continued tract of difappointmerits.
crofs jt more and more, till the very grave-ftong
feems to be laid upon it. Thus it was with Jofeph,

~ : when
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~when he was .put into .the. dungeon. But what
fault is there here, more than when the fun fets
to make it darker and darker, till day-break. Stay
¢ill the dawning.of the defign. Oftentimes provi-
dence reads beft backwards: '« For the Lord fhall
judge his people, and repent himfelf for his fer-
vants, when he feeth that their power is gone,
and there is none fhut up or left,” Deut. xxxii. 36.
5. Providence laying afide the moft likely means.
But where is the fault here ? forif he lay afide
thefe means 3 he will accomplifh ‘his defigns by
other means, and what though they be unlikely?
‘This ftumbled the world, 1:Cor. i. 23. 24. = 'Bd
ave preach Chrift crucified, unto'the Jews a ftum-
bling-block, and unto-the Grecks foolifhnefs : Bt
aunto themwhich are-called, ‘both Jews and ‘Gresks,
Chrift, the power of ‘God, and ¢the wildom &
God.” Naamen ‘in diftrefs ftumbled at the un-
Jikelinefs of the means preforibed by the ‘prophét
for the cure of his leprofy, -2 Kings, v. 11. The -
difciples of Jefus alfeftumbled, and judged the
death of Chrift a very unlikely mean of leading
him and them to glory; and they had the fame
opinien -of his afcenfion, John, xvi. 6. 7. Men
have their own ways ; they will needs -thirfk ‘that
they know beft what is good for them. But God
knows that his people are mot good chufers of
their own lot, and Sovereignty will have a Jatitade.
6. Providence falline on means quite contrary
to the defign of it. But what the worfe was the
blind man that he was cured with clay put upor
his eyes ? ‘The Lord works healing by wounading,
and comfort by tears. The earthquake, the ttou-
" bling -of the waters, the dungeon ef Jofeph, the
den of Daniel, the whale of Jonah, yea, we know,
that ¢ all things werk together for good to. them

thae
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that love God, and are the.called according ta His.
purpofe,” Rom. viii. 28. :
7. Wicked godlefs. men getting the funny.fide
of the brae, walking contrary to God, and yet.
providence f{miles,. that never an ili: turn almoit:
mifgives in their hand. This. made Afaph ftam-
mer, Pfal. Ixxifi.. 12.—14. ¢ Behold, thefe are
the ungodly, who profper-in the world, they in-
creafe in riches. Verily, I have cleanfed my,
heart in vain, and withed my hands in innoceney.
For all the day long have I been plagued, and chaf--
tened every morning.” It {hoek Jeremiah, chap.
xii. 1. 2. But there is nofault in this, that the fua:
of profperity rifes on the wicked : ¢ For when the
wicked fpring as the grafs, and when all the workers-
of iniquity do flourifh, it is that they may be de--
ftroyed for ever,” Pfal. xcii. 7. The fun rofe fair
on Sodom that very day on which it was deftroy-
ed ; all Ifrael followed Abfalom ; Jonah fled from
tbe. prefence of the Lord ; Haman finds-all things
ﬁzi:g,to his with. But fee. the end of all thefe
i !

8. Aftonithing ftrokes lighting on thofe that are
moft dear to God. Ecclef. viii. 14. ¢ There is a
vanity which is done upon the earth, that there be
juft men, unto whom it happeneth according to.
the work of the wicked.” Eli’s fons are flain, his
daughter-in-law dies, and himfelf breaks his:neck.
The twe fons of Aaron die at the altar. How nu-
merous were: the affliCtions that came upon Job I
But where is thie fault here ? Chrift’s crofs to a.
child of Ged is better than the world’s crown,
2 Cor. xii. 9. 10. o

9. Great affliCtions meeting.the Lord’s people:
in the way of duty. This was Jacob’s cafe in
many inftances. He was in the way God bade him
gos yet he met with many trials and afﬂi&ior?.

t
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It hath been fo alfo with many of the Lord’s people
in all ages. But the Lord has his holy ends in
thefe things ; he fhews them that they are finful
creatures ; though they are in his way, tries their
faith and patience, and makes way for higher ex-
periences. I am, '

II. To fhew in what refpe&s the way of God
is - perfect.

1. All the difpenfations of providence are ex-
actly according to the pattern thewn in the word.
If you would know wherein a man has exattly
built a houfe, look to the draught given him.
Meet with what we will, all may be reduced to,
and explained by, fcripture-do&rines, prophecies,
promifes, threatenings, or examples.

2. They are exaétly fuited to the neceffities of
his people, and to the defigns of them. God
weighs every grain of fand which he puts in our
glaffes ; he will never put in, too little, nor too
much ; nothing wanting, nothing fuperfluous.
Deut. xxxii. 4. « He is the Rock, his work is per-
fe&t ; for all his ways are judgement; a God of
truth, and without iniquity ; juft and right is he.”

3. In refpe@ of the times of them. Nothing
too foon done, nor too late 3- all fall out in their
proper feafon, determined in the unchangeable
council of God. -

-.4. In refpet of its ftability. Our ways are un-
ftable, and that is a great fault ; but God’s ways
are not fo. That which is crooked cannot be
made ftraight. There will always be a crook in
our lot. Thatis fure, and we could not.walk eéven
without it.: I fhall, .

III. ConrirM the point. Conﬁdcr,
1. That the fuints in their experience fec this.
They

.
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"They readily and fully acknowledge it: Hofea,
xiv. 9. « Who is wife, and he ‘fhall underftand
thefe things ? prudent, and he fhall know them ?
for the ways of the Lord are right, and the juft
fhall walk in them, but the tranfgrefiors fhall fall
therein.” This is their unanimous vote when in
a nght mood, and will be fo in heaven, when the
web is out. Then will they fay, ¢« He hath done all
things well.”

2. That they are all the produ& of mﬁmte holi-
nefs, which can do nothing wron

3. That they are all direQted, as wcll as con-
trived, by infinite wifdom, whlch knows beft how
to frame matters. It remains that, )

IV I MAKE fome pra&ical improvement, in

. An ufe of information. Are the difpenfa-
nons of providence all right? Then, (1.) If
any thing be wrong with us, we may fee
where the fault lies, notin God, butin ourfclvcs.
Job, x. The oar he rolls his veflel with is in the
waters of afflition, and therefore we think the oar
is crooked ; but that is our misjudging of God.
(2.) That we fhould juftify God in the harfheft
difpenfations, give him the glory, even when we
walk on the mountains of darknefs. Providence
will abide a look of the moft piercing impartial
eye. DBut when the eye is infeted, it will take
up things in their wrong colours,

2. Of comfort to the people of God, whatever
providences they meet. Be they nevet fo dark, be
they never fo little underftood by them, yet they
are all right and faultlefs. God does not diftribute
favours to them by guefs, but by meafure and
weight.

3. Of reproof to thofe who cenfure, murmur,
and quarrel, with the dxfpenfatlons of providence.

Vou. L. This
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This is, (1.) To accufe God of folly, as if he were
not wife enough to govern the world that he has
mad¢. O how often fall we into this, as if we
could have ordered better than Providence has
done. Murmuring will ftep up, and corre& the
efcapes of infinite wifdom. (2.) Of injuftice, as
if. he were too hard upon his creatures, that de-
ferve better at his hand. For why would people
murmur at their right and due ? (3.) Of impo- .
tency, as if he could not take away our croffes as
cafily as he brings them on, or cquld not make .
them work for our good.

Laftly, Of exhortation. Let all of us, efpe-
cially the Lord’s people, be exhorted to fubmit and
ftoop to fovereignty, be our lot in the world what
it will. There is. none want their own crofles.
Every one has fome burden or another to bear ;
and if we would in truth come after Chrift, we
;x:c enjoined ¢ to take up our crofs, and follow

im.”

FEAR



FEAR AND HOPE, OBJECTS OF THE DIVINL
COMPLACENCY.* ’

SERMON VIL

“PSAL. cxlvii. 11.—The Lord taketh pleafure in them
shat fear bim, in thofe that hope in his mercy.

event is very doubtful, but even then the
fatety and fuccefs will always be on the fide the
Lord cafts them. In confequence, it is an im-
portant queftion, How may we engage him on
our fide? Certain it is, his pleafure lies not in
"created ftrength. Horfe and foot, courage and
ftrength, may be on the fide which God will dif-
own, and which fhall be worfted : « By {lrength,”
fays he, « fhall no man prevail,” 1 Sam. ii. 9.
is pleafure is in the ftrength of grace: « He
will keep the feét of his faints;” or, as it is ex-
prefled in the text, The Lord takes pleafure in them
that fear him, in them that hope in his mercy.—In
which words we have,
12 1. The

® Dclivered July a7.1718. .

THERE are times of danger in which the-

rd
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1. The charaer of thofe whofe part the Lord
will take in all their trials and troubles, and in all
their encounters with their enemies. "The firft
part of their charaQer is, they are fearbrs of God.

- 'They have the awe of his majefty upon their {pi-
rits.—The fecond is, that they hope in, or rather
for his mercy. They, in a becoming manner,
wait and patiently feek for relief from God, and
that in the way of mercy through Chrift, not
for any thing in themfelves.—Obferve next the
the mixture of thefe parts of their charalter:
+They do not only fear God, but hope in him ; for
fear without hope will fink into raging defpair.
‘They not only hope, but fear, for hope without
fear will turn into prefumption. Thefe two God
hath joined together, let not us put them afunder.

2. ‘The privileges of thefe perfons, whoever may
be difpleafed with them, and however much they
may be difpleafed with themfelves, God takes plea-
fure in them. He accepts their perfons, and their
fervices, and he will thew himfelf to be on their
fide. They fhall not hope in vain ; however hape.-
defs their cafe be in itfelf, they fhall get a merciful
relief in due time. ' :

From thefe words, obferve this

‘ Doérium-:, The Lord takes pleafure in . thofe,
who, whatever cafe they be in, entertain a holy
fear of him, with a kindly hope in his mercy.

I difcourfing which, it is intended, :
I. Shortly to delcribe this holy fear, that in all
cafes ought to be entertained, with a hope of the
. Lord’s mercy. »
1L, To defcribe that kindly hope of his mercy,
ta be entertained in all cafcs, along with this holy

fear. -
IIL
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HI. To fhew the neceflity of keeping up this
holy fear and kindly hope in all cafes together in

‘the foul.

IV. To fhew what is that pleafure the Lord
takes in fuch.

V. To confirm the dotrine of the text.

VI. To make a practical improvement of the
different parts of the fubject.

I'am; then, ‘
- L. Shortly to defcribe this holy fear, -that in all -

‘cafes ought to be entertained, with a hope of the -

Lord’s mercy. This fear of God is,

1. Anawe and dread of his majefty and tran- -
{cendent greatnefs : Pfal. Ixxxix. 6. 7. « For who
in the heaven.can be compared unto the Lord ?
who among the fons of the mighty can be likened .

‘to the Lord ?. God is greatly to be feared in the
affembly of the faints, and to be held in reverence

of all them that are about him.” With this the
lightnefs and vanity of the heart is to be reprefled.
The foul muft entertain high and honourable
thoughts .of God, as a fovereign of independent
being, in whom all perfetions do concenter, muft

Took up to the clouds and behold him on his throne

in heaven, and fo bring itfelf thereby to a profound .
reverence of his greatnefs. .

2. A reverence of his abfolute, his unlimited au-
‘thority and power: < Fear bim,” faid Jefus, ¢« who,
after he hath killed, hath power to caft into hell;
yea, I fay unto you, fear him,” Luke xii. 5..; he
can command us whatfoever he will, and difpofe
of us as-he pleafeth, . Let us ‘have a reverential
regard to the uncontroulable fceptre he {fways over -
all creatures. Since he doth in heaven and in earth .
what feemeth good unto him, and none can ﬂl:z

13
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his hand, or fay unto him, What doft thou? we €
fhould filently fubmit to his difpofals. :

3. A fear of offending him in any thing : Pfal.
iv. 4. ¢ Stand in awe, and fin not.” This is a fear,
and caution, and circumf{peion, which we fhould
always carry about and never lay afide. 'We walk
amidft many fnares 3 Satan and a corrupt heart are
ready to entangle us ; but God cannot away with
fin; it is the only offence we can give him. He -
is'well pleafed to fee us afraid of offending him,
to fee the poor finner affrighted at every thing that
is provoking to him, and keeping up a holy ten-
dernefs this way. , .

4. A fear of imputing iniquity to him, or har-
bouring hard and unbecoming thoughts of his
majefty, Job, i.22. «In all this Job finned not,
,nor charged God foolifhly.” The proud heart
-cafting off the fear of God, arraigns and condemns
‘the conduct of holy Providence as rigorous and
unrighteous; and fo murmurs againft the Lord.
But holy fear filenceth the mutiny of thefe unruly
paflions, and fays, <« He does all things well, is holy
and righteous in all his ways and works.”

5. A dread of going out of his way for help,
however hard the cafe be: Ifa. viii. 13.14. % Sanc-
tify the Lord of hofts himfelf, and let him be
your' fear, and let him be your dread; and he
thall be for a fanftuary; but for a ftone of
ftumbling, and for a rock of offence, to both the
houfes of Ifrael; for a gin and for a fnare, to the
inhabitants of Jerufalem ; and many among them
fhall ftumble, and fall, and be broken, and be
taken.” Holy fear takes off the wheels of the
chariot of impatience and unfan&tified hafte, which
drives furioufly to get out of that cafe in which in-
finite wifdom has placed us. The foul dare not

- adventure
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adventure to fhake off the yoke, till the Lord
to his own hand and take it off.

Laftly, A dread of his holy hand in his judge-
ments : Amos, iii. 8. ¢« The lion hath roared,
who will not fear? the Lord God hath fpoken,
who can but prophecy ?” - This féir keeps the
heart from flight thoughts of them, and furnifhes
awful thoughts of a finiting God, the weight of
whqfe hand no man is able to bear. And there
is here a dread of the hand of the Lord lying on’
their perfon for the paft : Heb. xii. 5. « My fon,
defpife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor
faint when thou art rebuked of him.” The man no-
ticeth the ftroke, and what impreflions of anger are
engraven on it, and fo he putteth his mouth in the
duft, if fo there may be hope, Lam. iii. 29.
‘Whatever he meets with, he takes it as from the
Lord, and reverenceth the hand that fmiteth.—
There is, (2.) A dread of what the Lord may in-
fli¢t upon him : Pfal. cxix. 120. ¢« My flefh trem.
bleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy
judgenients.” The fearer ot the Lord fees, . that
whatever be his ftroke, it is lefs than his deferving.
They fay as Ezra, chap. ix. 13. ¢« Thou, our God,
has punithed lefs than our iniquities deferve;” and
therefore fubmity themfelves, left the Lord maked
the ftroke greater, and punith us feven times more.
~———Let us now, : .

IL. Descrisk that kindly hope of his mercy, to
})e entertained in all cafes along with this holy fear.

t is,

. 1. A firm perfuafion of the good, gracious, and
bountiful nature of God, who delights not in the
mifer{l of his creatures : Pfal xxv. 8 ¢« Good and
upright is the Lord, therefore will he teach finners
inthe way.” Ezek, xviii. 23. % Have I any pleafure

2 at
-t
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at all that the wicked fhould die ? faith the Lordl"
God ; and not that he fhould return from hfs.
ways and live ?”  God is the fountain of all good-
nefs to be found in man or angel, and {o is him-
felf a boundlefs occan of goodnefs. He loves to
have poor finners entertaining thefe kindly thoughts
of him. And well may they do fo, even undex
hard preflures, for God lays not on ‘man more
than is meet or right, Job. xxxiv. 23.; and even
'this he does-with a kind of holy reluctance, for « e .
‘doth not affli& willingly, nor grieve the childreh
‘of men,” Lam. iii. 33.

2. A hope of mercy to all their unrighteoufnefs, .
through Chrit This is the great hope, calied.
the hope of the gofpel, Col. i. 23. For it is the
‘main hope purchafed by Chrift to loft fons of A-
-dam, and held forth to them in the gofpel, Heb. .
viii. 12, ¢ I will be merciful to their unrighteouf-
‘nefs, and their fins and their iniquities will I re-.
member no more.” To caft away this hope, is at -
once to throw difhonour on the mercy of the Fa-
‘ther, and the blood of ‘the Son, and the efficacy of
‘his Spirit ; to caft it away, is to pleafe Satan, and .
‘to ruin our own fouls. -

3. A hope of good by’ their afliCtions, trials, |
‘and troubles : Rom. viii. 28. ¢ And we know thdt -
all things work together for good to them that love .
God, to them who are the called according to his.

urpofe.” It is the Lord’s ordinary way to bring
Cflis people nearer him by afflitions : ¢« Before I-
was affliCted, I'went aftray, but now have I kept :
thy word,” Pfal cxix. 67.; yea, by this way, alfo,
does he bring in thofe that are ftrangers to him,
Holea, v. 15. « I will go and return to my place,
till they acknowledge theit offence and feeck my -
Hface 3 in their affliétions they will feek me early.”

_ "When the Lord will ot ufe a rod upon a per:“:r::

-~
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that is a terrible fign; but there is always hope when
the Lord is at pains with a rod ; and to hope for
this goed, is the way to advance it. )

4. A hope of {upport and proteCtion under their
afflictions : Heb. xiii. §. 6. ¢ He hath faids, I will
never leave thee nor forfake thee ; fo that we may

_boldly fay, The Lord is my helper, and I will not
fear what man fhall do unto me.” The Lord can
~carry perfons through deep waters, and yet keep
them from finking, for he is the lifter up of the
“head. However high the waters fwell, they are
ftill under the check ‘of him whom the winds and
the feas obey. The everlafting arms underneath,
though not feen in the time, fecure the finner from
finking to the ground, and bring him fafe athore.
Now, faith and hope is the way to bring in that
“fupport,

5. A hope of feafonable relief, or having fuch de-
liverance in due time, as fhall be beft for God’s ho-
nour and their good: Pfal. xlii. 5. « Why art
thou caft down, O my foul ! and why art thou dif-
quicted in me ? Hope thou in God, for I thall yet

raife him for the help of his countenance.” The

ord has many ways of giving relief from trouble.
Sometimes he makes the {ftorm blow off, and re-
ftores a calm; fometimes he hides them in the
grave, and gives them a blefled exchange, for an
afflited life in this world, a joyful happy life in
another world. It becomes us to hope for his
mercy, in whatever way he may fend it : Heb.x. 35.
¢ Caft not away your confidence, which hath great
recompence of reward.” i

6. A hope of cternal life in a better world :
1 Pet. i. 13. « Wherefore gird up the loins of your
mind, be {ober, and hopg to the end, (for what ?),
for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the
revelation of Jefus Chrift.” Thofe hopes will ne-

. ver
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‘ver pleafe God that are confined to the things of
“this world. He has provided and offers better
things to poor finners; there is a hope laid up for
“us in heaven, Col. i. 5. While that hope remains
firm and well grounded, happy is the foul, what-
ever be its cafe; and fince he offers it, and makes it
over to whofoever will embrace Chrift, that hope
- fhould never be caft away while we arc here.
7- A waiting for the mercy needed and defired :
Pfal. xxvii. 14. ¢ Wait on the Lord, be of good
“courage, and he fhall ftrengthen thine heart : wnit,
I fay, on the Lord.” The hoping foul will wait
for God, and bear till his time come, however long
-it may feem to be. He hath the times and fea-
-fons in his own hand. He knows what is the
fitteft time for giving a mercy, and we muft ledve
it in his own hand, and wait on him : ¢ Be pa-
“tient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord : Behold the hufbandman waiteth for the
- precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience,
till he receive the former and the latter rain ; be
ye alfo patient, ftablifh your hearts; for the coming
of the Lord draweth nigh.” :
- Laflly, All this hope is tobe grounded only on
“the free grace of God through Jefus Chrift, -and
the precious promifes of the word, held'forth ‘to
., usin him, 1 Pet. i. 13. quoted already. Therefore
_ ‘it is called hope for his mercy: “.Remember th
“word ‘unto thy fervant, upon which thou haft cau-
‘fed me to hope,” Pfal. cxix. 49. 'If hope ‘be
‘founded on any work or merit in ourfelves, or
be not bounded by the promife, that is to fay, if we
“hope for what God has not promifed, then it carinot
“be pleafing to him; fo that this hope follows faith’s
embracing Chrift in the gofpel, and refigning the
foul to the Lord; which being done, hope goes and
““ftands upon the watch-tower, to behold and wait

‘\ for
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for all promifed good dﬁngs coming with Chrift
from God in due time to the foyl.———We now
proceed, .

III. To fhew the neceflity of keeping up this .
holy fear and kindly hope together in all cafes.
They are neceflary to keep an even balance in the
foul at all times, ready to fall either to the one.
hand or the other. God’s voice to us is, Ifa.
xxx. 21. “ This is the way, walk yein it, when
ye. turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to..
the left.” But, O! how apt are we to go off.the .
road, efpecially if we . are obliged to traverfe the
mountains of darknefs and affliCtion, of defertion :,
and temptation. But this fear and hope will.
hedge us on every hand, that we turn not to the..
_ right hand or to the left ; whereas, if either be
wanting, there is a wide gape, at which we will ;
readily fall into the mire.——DBut more. particu-.
latly, - .

: ty They keep the foul fromt{plitting on rocks .
on both hands. 'We are in this world as on a fea,
therefore had need to take care. The way we
pafs is befet with two dangerous rocks; one on.
the left, defpair, where thoufands fplit; another
on the right, prefumption, where ten thoufands have
been fhipwrecked ; fome fall on them in a dead
calm, they are fearlefs and carelefs, and ere they -
arc aware they dath on the rock of prefumption,
and go to the bottom : Job, xxi. 13. ¢ They fpend -
their days in wealth, and in 2 moment go down to
the grave.” To others a ftorm arifes, they are -
toffed, grow hopelefs, and then {plit on the rock .
of defpair. 'Whereas holy fgar would carry us .
fafc by the .one, and kindly hope by the other,
whatever ftorms blow : ¢ Which hope,” fays Paul,
¢« we have as an anchor of the foul, both fure and ..

ftedfaft,
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ftedfaft, and which entereth into that within the

vail,” Heb. vi. 19.

2. They keep the heart in a due mean between
carnal fecurity and torturing anxiety. Holy fear
keeps men awake, while fearlefs fouls are fleep-
ing within the fea-mark of wrath, not knowing
when a wave may come and fweep them away.
‘They may be faying, like the rich man, Soul, thou
haft' much goods laid up for many years, take thine
reft ; eat, drink, and be merry. But God may then
fay, ¢ Thou fool, this night thy foul fhall be re«
quired of thee,” Luke, xii. 19. 20. Kindly hope
compofes the heart, and calms the difturbed fpirit,
while others deftitute of it are tormenting them-
felves. Fear keeps from foaring too high, hope
from finking too low,

3. They keep notably to the duty of praying,
which is neceffary in all cafes, ‘and is a meflenger -
often to be fent to heaven, efpecially in times of
trouble : Pfal. L. 15. ¢« And call upon me in the
day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou fhalt
glorify me.” Fear ftirs up to the duty, hope draws
toit. Fear fills the foul with reverence for God,
and makes it to be in deep earneft in its addrefles ;
hope guards it againft terror and confufion in its
applications to the throne. Fear carries off pre-
fumptuous confidence; but hope makes it hang
upon mercy and grace. : : ,

4. They help on patience and refignation to the
will of God, without which no man is mafter of
himfelf : Luke, xxi. 19. ¢ In your patience poffefs
your fouls.” Hope looks for better things, a calm
after a ftorm; fear tells us, fuch a ftroke, il carried,
may bring on a worfe. Thus the foul is in a holy
manner both flattered and frighted into content-
ment with itslot. Thus it is kept from defpifing
the chaftening of the Lord, which many do, tvlv\it'h

eir
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their natural courage, and from fainting under his
rebukes, as weak-hearted ones are liable to.

" Laftly, They arm us on every hand againft our
adverfary the devil : James, iv. 7. < Submit your-
felves therefore to God ; refift the devil, and he will
fiee from you.” There are two things, one of which
the devil drives at continually: Either, (1.) To go
forward with all eafe in the way of fin; for, fays the
liar, there is no hazard ; and thus whole fhoals of
finners go on to the pit. But the fear of God
will repel this temptation. Or, (2.) Not to offer
to return to God, or go to Chrift ; for, fays the -
murderer, there is no hope. But the kindly hope
repels this. By this laft he attacks the awakened
finner, and by the former the- fecureone. What-
ever be your cafe, then, get your fouls poflefled of
this kindly hope and holy fear. Beware of quitting
cither hope or fear. Are you at eafe, and your Lope
great? O balance it with fear, left, having too much
fail without ballaft, ye fuddenly be overcaft and
overwhelmed. 'Are you in trouble, and your fears
great? O buoy up your fouls with hope, left ye
fink altogether. For motives, confider,

1. The want of any of them makes you a prey
to your grand enemy, 1 Peter, v. 8. ¢ Be fober,
be vigilant, for your adverfary the devil, as a roar-
ing lion, walketh about, feeking whom he may de-
vour ; whom refift ftedfaft in the faith.” Which
ever of the avenues of the foul ftand open, the ene-
my will enter by it; and once he get in, you know
not what havock he may make there. Are youn
fearlefs ? he will have his fnares fitted for that
cafe. Are you hopelefs ? be fure he will take his
advantage of it.

2. The fafety of the'foul in this finful and en-
fnaring world depends on your entertaining both.
The mariner may eafier éil the ocean without

Vor. L K bis

-~



110 FEAR AND HOPE, OBJECTS

his compafs, the blind man go over his heights and
depths without his guide, than you go through

this world without thefe ; for the worft that can .

befal them is the death of the body, but your
fouls will be ruined.
Laftly, The want of ecither is highly difhonour-
able to God. Is there a God in heaven, and will
ou not fear him ? Has his Son died to purchafe
Zopc to finners ¢ and has he declared in his word,
that he would have you hope in and for his mercy,
and will ye not do it ? Mal.i. 6. <« A fon honour-
eth his father, and a fervant his mafter: if then I be
a father, where is mine honour ? and if I be a ma-
fter, where is my fear? faith the Lord of hofts.”
By the want of fear, you declare you value great-
nefs; and by the want of hope, that ye can put ne
truft in his word. I come now,

IV. To fhew what is that pleafure which the
Lord takes in fuch.

1. He approves them in fo doing. The Lord

fays, Thou dideft well that it was in thine heart,
though Satan may fuggeft it to be prefumption,
Pfal. cxv. 11. ¢ Ye that fear the Lord, truft in

_the Lord ; he is their help and their fhield.” What
God requirés to be done, he will furely approve
of when it is done ; .this he requires, and there-
fore will approve of it.

2. He accepts of them ; he is well pleafed with
the perfons that do fo. The exercife of thefe
graces is a piece of very acceptable fervice to God,
which he takes off finners hands for Chrift’s fake,
though it be attended with many imperfetions.
That unbelief which remains in the hearts of them
that fear God, makes them fufpeét they will be
very unwelcome to hape for good at the Lord’s

' hand ;
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hand ; but it is a miftake; for fuch exercife is very
pleafing to the Lord.

3. The Lord delights in them that do fo. Their
name may be Hephzibah, for the Lord delighteth
in them, as a father does in his child, who both
fears him, and hopes for good at his hand.

(1.) The Lord delights in their perfons. Jer.
xxxi. 20. % Is Ephraim my dear fon? is he a
pleafant child ? for fince I fpake againft him, I
do earneftly remember him ftill, thercfore my
bowels are troubled for him: I will furely have
mercy upon him, faith the Lord.” They are ac-
cepted in the beloved 3 their fear carrying them to
Chrift, and _their hope fixing them upon him as
the ftorehoufe of ali blefings. Being covered
with imputed righteoufnefs, they are all fair and
lovely in the eyes of the Lord, there is no fpot i

.them, Song, iv. 7. ~

(2.) He delights in their graces. Song, iv. 16.
¢¢ Let my beloved come ‘into his garden, and eat
his pleafant fruits.” Holy fear and hope are the
fruits of his own Spirit in the fouls of his people,
that grow up there as in a garden, being watered
with the dew of heaven. They are leading
graces, which bring along with them a train of
others, all tending to promote holinefs in heart
and life. ‘

(3-) In their duties. Prov:xv. 8. ¢ The prayer
of the upright is his delight.” Where the fear of
the Lord has place, the duties of religion will get
room ; the foul will be afraid of negleéting to pay
its due homage unto the Lord; and hope being
joined thereto, will bring them to the Lord with
expectation of good at his hand ; and this is the
Lord’s delight.

(4-) In their company. Song, v. 1. I have
¢ome into my garden, my fifter, my fpoufe.” He

2 . loves
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loves to have them near him, hanging about his
hand, converfing with him, receiving his word
from his mouth, and making their requefts known
to him : Song ii. 14. ¢ Let me fee (fays he) thy
countenance, let me hear thy voice ; for fweet is
thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.” - The
_mighty God, who has his higher houfe in heaven,
has the contrite fpirit for his lower houfe. 1
thall now proceed,

V. To.confirm the dorine of the text, or thew,
that the Lord taketh pleafure in thofe, whatever cafe
they be iny who entertain a holy fear of him, with a
kindly hope in bis mercy.—For this purpofe, confider,

1. This is anfwerable and agreeable to the reve-
lation of God’s mind in his word, what he has

made known of himfelf both in the law and in -

the gofpel. The fear of God is the great purpofe
of the law, hope for his mercy through Chrift is
the great purpofe of the gofpel. The law was
given in fuch an awful manner, as might fill fin-
ners with the dread of the great Lawgiver; the
goipel brings in the blefled hope to loft finners,
{o that this fear and hope, anfwering the defign of
both, cannot mifs of being very pleafing to God.
2. It glorifies God in his glorious perfeions,
difcovered to us in the face of' Jefus Chrift. - The
great end of the gofpel-contrivance is, to thew the
glory of God in Chrift as in a glafs : 2 Cor. iv. 6.
« For God," who commanded the light to fhine
out of darknefs, hath fhined in our hearts, to give
us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jefus Chrift.” Now, the entertain-
ing of thefe two, fear and hope, doth at once give
him the glory of all thefe. Holy fear gives him the
glory of %ﬁs awful majefty, inflexible juftice, infi~
nite power and holinefs ; kindly bope gives himlthc
: L glory
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glory of his free grace, mercy, love, and good-
nefs : and the joining of thefe two together gives
him’ the glory of his infinite wifdom, that hath
found out the way to give vent to both in the fin-
ner’s cafe. ‘
* 3. It is agreeable to the Spirit’s work of grace
on the foul, whereby the finner is firft caft down,
* and then lifted up. The Spirit of God coming to
the ele¢t foul, finds it fecure, carelefs, and pre-
fumptuous, fhinking itfelf <« rich and increafed in
goods, and ftanding in need of nothing,” Rev. -
iii. 17. The fpirit then difcovers what a God, and
“what a law, the finner has to do with, and fo works
this holy fear in the Heart. When the foul is
awakened, it is réady to defpond ; and the Spirit,
by the do&rines of the gofpel, works this hope.
Thus the finner comes and cleaves to Chrift.
Laffly, The Lord is very gracious unto fuch. .
"They are entertained with fome off-fallings while -
they hang about his hand in the ordinances and .
duties of religior : Pfal. Ixv. 4. « We fhall be fa- .
tisfied with the goodnefs of thy houfe, even of
thy holy temple.” Yea, they are filled as with
marrow and fatnefs ; God makes known his fe-
crets to them, even tha fecrets of his covenant :
Pfal. xxv."14. ¢ The fecret of the Lord is with
them that fear him, and he will thew them his
covenant.,” - He fhews them alfo the fecrets of
his word : Luke, xxiv. 32. % And they faid one
to another, Did not our heart burn within us,
while he talked with us by the way, and while he
opened to us the feriptures 27 Alfo the fecrets of
his works, and the difpenfations of his providence.
And at length they fhall be admitted to the full
fruition of him in a better world ; they fhall enter
into the joy of their Lord, and be for ever with

him.
‘ K3 THE



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED.

"SERMON VIIL

Psav. cxivii. 11. The Lord taketh pleafure in thofe
that fear bim, in thofe that hope in his mercy.

AvING, in the preceding difcourfe, bricfly
gone through the doétrinal part, it only re-
mains, that, in the .

VI. Anp laft place, I make a pra&tical improve-
mene of the whole ; in doing which, T propofe to
enlarge at confiderable length, by adverting to the
different parts of this fubjc&._{ begin,

1. WiTH an ufe of information. It informs us, -
- 1. That God in Chrift is full of good-will to
poor finners. Since he will have them thus to de-
pend upon him as children on-a father, fearing
and hoping in him ; he it is who will have all men
to be faved, and come to the knowledge of the
truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. Is not this a plain proof that
he hath no pleafure in the death of him that dieth ?
Eccl. xviii. 13. and that their ruin is of them-
felves, if they thould perifh ; that he does not caft
them off that hang by him, nor caft them out
that come unto him, John, vi. 37..
- - 2. That however profperous and favourable
our cafe be, we bave ground to keep up a l;:z
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fear upon our fpirits : ¢« Happy is the man that
feareth alway,” Prov. xxviii. 14. Whether it be
that our outward {tate in the world, or our fpiri-
tual ftate, be peaceful, eafy, and profperous, ftill
there is ground to fear, for we are in hazard of
offending God in it. There is no way fo plain
and even, but we may ftumble in it. Outward
profperity ruins many : ¢ The profperity of fools
{hall deftroy them,” Prov. i. 31. And evenina
.profperous ftate of the foul, there is no fafety in
" being fecure and carelefs, for in the managing of
that we are apt to offend: -2 Cor. xii. 7. ¢ Left -
I thould be exalted above meafure, through the
abundance of the revelations, there was given un-
to me a thorn in"the fleth, the meflenger of Satan
to buffet me, left I fhould be exalted above mea=
fure.” No paradife on earth but the ferpent may
be found there ; and if one were rapt up.to the
third heavens, like Paul, they will bring back with
them a corrupt heart, ready to give them a {lip,
or lead them aftray. We are in danger of a heavy
turn and fad change in our condition, we are ¢ to
ferve God with fear, and rejoice with trembling,”
Pfal. ii. 11. See how quickly David’s profperity
was changed : Pfal. xxx. 7. ¢« Thou didft hide th
face, and I was troubled.” Job’s condition, bocz
temporal and fpiritual, how fuddenly was it chan-
ged ? Sovereignty lifts up and cafts down, and
the anger of a jealous God may foon be ftirred, fo
as to make a mighty overturn in one’s condition ;
therefore we fhould not be ¢ high-minded, but
fear,” Rom. xi. 20. .

3. It informs us, that however low one’s cafe -
be, there is ftill room for hope while here ; there-
fore we fhould always entertain a kindly hope:
Pfal. xliii. 5. « Why art thou caft down, O my
foul ? why art thou difquicted jn me? HOP(;,', in

d,

b e 4
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God, for Ifhall yet praife him, who is the health
of my countenance, and my God.” One maybe.at
his wits end with his difficulties, knowing of no
outgate, but yer he may have ground of faith and
hope, becaufe—fo great things have been done
by our merciful God, as toraife us up. Hemade
a world out of nothing, he has raifed the dead,
and particularly Chrift, while the whole elet’s
fins lay as a grave-ftone on him. What, then,
hinders him to do a great work for us, when he
has done a greater ? In him we may truft that he
will yet deliver us, 2 Cor. i. 10.—+Whatever our
cafe be, we are not the firft that have been in it,
and delivered too in God’s own way. Pfal. xxii. 4.
« Qur fathers trufted in thee, and thou didft de-
liver them.” People are apt to fay, Never one
was in fuch cafe as theirs. But, ¢ is there an!
thing whereof it may be faid, See, this is new?
it hath been already of old time which was before
us,” Eccl. i. 10.; and fuppofe it were new, yet
faith and hope in God are not in vain ; for he
has a new cure for a new cafe, Ifa. xliii. 18. 19.
‘Whatever our cafe be, can it be worfe than a
Ioft cafe ? Luke xix. ro. ¢ The Son of man came
to feek and fave that which is loft.” Can it be-
worfe than a felf-deftroying cife ? Hof. xiii. ¢.
« O Ifrael, thou haft deftroyed thyfelf, but in me
is thine help.” Can it be worfe than a cafe in
itfelf quite hopelefs, even as dry bones? Ezek.
xxxvii. I1. 12. but even by the Spirit of the Lord
thefe bones can be made alive.—It is not beyond
the reach of the power of ‘God. Gen. xviii. 14.
¢ Is any thing too hard for the Lord ?” who can
:be. fo low, as that the everlafting arms canmot
raife up ? with God nothing is impoffible. A
word from heaven can make all things take a
happy turn, for faying “and doing are but éne

C thing
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thing with God. God fays to the finner, Be-
lieveft thou that I can do thefe things ? If thou
doft, there is a ground of kindly hope.—In, a
word, the covenant of promife reaches to, and
includes mercy of all kinds, neceffary to make us
happy ; fo that we have not only God’s power,
but his will, to give us mercy in all cafes held out
to us in the word, if fo be we will take his way
of faith and hope.—From this fubject there is,

II. Ax ufe of exhortation, in feveral branches.

1. Fear the Lord ; get and entertain a holy fear
of God in your fpirits. The profane and licen-
tious lives of fome, the carnal and loofe hearts of
others, proclaim a generai want of this, Pfal.
xxxvi. 1. ¢ The tranfgreflion of the wicked faith
within my heart, that there is no fear of God
before his eyes.” But all fear of God is not
“holy fear pleafing to God. There is a fervile fear,
and a filial fear. Not to the former, but to the
latter, I exhort you. \

Herewith fome various difficulties and inquiries
may arife, which we fhall endeavour to anfwer,
fuci as, A

1. When is the fear of God only flavith ? In
anfwer to this, take .the following Obfervations :
The fear of God is only flavifh,

(1.) When it arifeth only from the confideration
of God’s wrath as a juft Judge. This fear of God is
to be found in the unconverted ; they have the fpi-
rit of bondage again to fear, Rom. viii. 15.;

ea, in the devils, they believe and tremble, Jam.
1. 19. 3 and if the confcience once be awakened,
though the heart be not fanttified, this fear can~
not mifs to take place. It is 2 natural paflion
flowing from felf-love and a fight of danger,
which is fo much the more vehement, in propor~
tion
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tion a3 the dangerapprehended is greater or fmaller,
nearer or more diftant. One under this fear, fears
God ag, the flave fears his mafter, becaufe of the
whip, which he is afraid of being lafhed ; he ab-
ftains’ from fin, not out of hatred of it, but be-
caufe of the wrath of God annexed to it. An ap-
prehenfion of God’s heavy hand on him here, or of
hell and damnation hereafter, is the predominant
motive of his fear of God, whom he fears only as .
an incenfed Judge, and his powerful enemy.

(2.) When it checks or kills the love of God.
There is a fear oppofite to the love of God, which
by this very chara&ter is dilcovered to be bafe and
fervile : 1 John, iv. 18. ¢ There is no, fear in love,
but perfect love cafteth out fear, becaufe fear hath
torment.” There is a neceffary conneiion he-
twixt true fear and love, the one cannot be with=
out the other; they are both links of the fame
chain of grace, which the Holy Spirit gives thofe
‘whom he fanctifies ; but flavith fear fills the heart
with hard thoughts of God, and the more it pre-
vails, the farther is the foul from the love of God.

(3-) When it drives the finner away from God.
Under its influence, Adam and Eve hid themfelves
from the prefence of the Lord ‘God, and Cain
went out from his prefence. All the graces of
the Spirit, as they come from the Lord, fo they
carry the finner back to him; fo no doubt itis an
ungracious fear of God that frights the finner a-
way from him ; for they that feek arid return to
him, will fear him and his righteoufnefs. This
fear hath this effe& in different degrees, and the
", higher the worfe :—It takes héart and hand from
perfons in their approaches to God, 1 John iv. 18.
quoted already 3 it kills them before the Lord,
knocks all confidence and hope in God on the
head, fo that their hearts at duty are like Nabal’s,

. dying
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dying within them, and become as a ftone; fo
when they fhould run for their life, it cuts the
finews of their endeavours; when they would
wreftle for the bleffing, it makes their knees feeble,
and their hands hang down>—It makes them firft
averfe to duty, and then give up with it; they
deal with God as one with his avowed enemy, into
whofe prefence he will not come, Gen. iii. 8. The
people of God have fometimes had a touch of this,
2 Sam. vi. 9. “ And David was afraid of the Lord
that day, and faid, How fhall the ark of the Lord
come unto me ?” . Though it never prevails with
them to extinguith love, yet fometimes a believer
is like a faulty child, who, inftead of humbling
himfelf before his parents, hides himfelf in fome
corner, and is fo frighted, that he dare not come
in, and look the parent ift the face ; but thisis a
moft dangerous cafe, efpecially if it lafts long.——
In a word, it makes them run to phyficians of no
value. For what is more natural than men that
are frighted from God under apprehended danger,
to run to fome other quarter, and that to their
own ruin, Rev. vi. 16. ¢« And faid to the moun-
tains and to the rocks, Fall on us and hide us from
the face of him that fitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb.”

2. What is to be thought of this flavith fear of
God ? To this I anfwer, 'Lhere is fomething good
in it, and fomething evil. .

. (1.) There is fomething good it, namely, the
fear of God’s wrath for fin, which lies unpardoned
on the guilty finner, or which the finner may be
.inclined to commit: James, ii. 19. « Thou be-
Jlieveft that there is one God, thou doft well.” To
caft off fear of the wrath of God, and the terrible
punifhments which he has annexed to fin, is a.

pitch
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pitch of wickednefs which but the very worft of
men arrive at. The fear of God’s wrath againft
fin, and that duly influential too, is recommended
to us by Chrift himfelf, Luke xii. g. ¢« Fear him,”
fays he, « which, after he hath killed, hath power
to caft into hell, yea, I fay unto you, Fear him.”
It is alfo recommended by the example of the very
beft of faints, Job, xxxi. 23. ¢ For deftruioh
from God was a terror unto me;” and fays Da-
vid, « My flefh trembleth for fear of thee, and I
am afraid of thy judgements,” Pfal. cxix. 120.
And the law of God is not fenced with terrors to

be difregarded, but to awe men’s fpirits. But,
- (2.) There is fomething evil in it, yea, much
evil in it, if we confider,—~—The fcrimpnefs and
narrownefs of its fpring. Why fhould the fear of
God be confined to fpring up from his wrath a-
gainft fin only or chiefly, fince there are fo
many other perfetions of God, which may givé
rife to the fear of him, which are difregarded
by this means ? It_gafts a vail of difrefpe& on
his holinefs, goodnefs, and hatred of fin, on his
relations of Creator, Preferver, Father, Supreme
Lord, and Governor of the world. ‘The hor-
rible effets and tendency thereof, as it rifes
only from this {pring, and overflows all the banks
of godly fear. Fear of God, even of his wrath, is
good, but the excefs of it is very bad. Fire and
water are both good and neceffary, but very bad
‘when the one burns man, and the other drowns
“him. Hence, fince what is acceptable in the
fight of God is perfe& in parts, though not in
degrees, is good in the manner as well as matter,
this fear is not what he takes pleafure in, nay, it
is difpleafing to him, and is the fin of thofe who
hear the gofpel, whofe fear ought to be extended
according to the revelation made to them. .A}.lnd
thus
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thus one may be difpleafing to himfelf, to thofe a-
bout him, and to God aifo; and if they attain to
no other fear of God, what they fear will probably
come upon them. Neverthelefs, this fear, kept
within bounds, may, by the Spirit, be made the
means to bring the finner to the Lord in his cove-
nant. For the fear of God’s wrath is 2 good thing
in itfelf, Rom. viii. 15.; it ferves to roufe the fin-
ner out of his fecurity, to make him fenfible of
his danger, and to feck for relicf: Pfal. ix. 20.
« Put them in fear, O Lord, that the nations may
know themfelves to be but men.” And therefore
the law, and its threatening, as a red flag, are dif-
played in the fight of fecure finners, that they
may be roufed to flee from the wrath to come.
To this there may be offcred this objeion,
The fear of the Lord’s wrath can make but an un-
found clofing with the Lord in his covenant. Anf
"That is very true, if there be nothing more. But
fear of God’s wrath not only may, but ordinarily,
if not always does, begin the work which love
crowns. Fear brings men to the gatesof the city
of refuge, and when they are there, love is kin-
dled, and makes them prefs forward. Fear brings
the poor captive woman to confer with the con-
queror about the match; but thereby love is kin-
dled, and faith makes the match. It works, how- -
ever, very differently at other times ; for Satan and
our corrupt hearts are ready to drive forward this
fear of God’s wrath to exceed all bounds; and no
wonder, for when it has got over the boundaries,
it makes fearful havock in the foul’s cafe, like a
confuming fire, deadening all good motions to-
wards God, and quickening evil ones, to the dif-
honour of God, and one’s own torment ; and no
cafe out of hell is liker hell than this, both in re-
fpe& of fin and mifery. But when the Spirit of
Vo, L. L ) God
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God has a faving work in view, he can eafily
make the fpirit of bondage fubfervi¢nt to the {pirit
of adoption.

3. How fhould one manage in the cafe of a
flavith fear of God’s wrath? Here I anfwer, We
had need to be well guided, for the lofing or win-
ning of the foul depend upon it. For your af-
fiftance I offer the following DiRECTIONS.

(1.) Labour to clear the grounds of your fear
of God’s wrath, by a rational inquiry and difco-
very. There are, even of thefe fears, fome that do
really proceed from a bodily diftemper vitiating
the imagination, namely, from melancholy, and
the like 3 and in this cafe, your trouble rifes and
falls according to the’ difpofition of your bodies,
but not according to the comfort -or terror you re-
ceive from God’s word, as it is in .truly fpiritual
troubles. Thus it often comes on, and goes off;.
they know net how ; fhewing the firft wound to
be in their head, not in their confcience. Of this

fort was the evil {pirit Saul was troubled with,

under. which he got eafe by mufic, not by his
Bible. In this cafe, as well as others, it would
be of ufe to confider the real grounds of fear from
the Lord’s word, and the confideration of one’s
own ftate or cafe, and fo to turn it as much as

-may be into folid fears upon plain and evident

reafons for it. 'This would be a ftep to the falva-
tion of the foul. But, alas! it is {ad to think- of

* tormenting fear kept up on we know mot what

grounds, and which can produce no good ; while
in the mean time people will not be at pains to
inquire into the real evidences of their foul's ha-
zard, the finfulnefs of their ftate, heart, and life.

-Afk, then, yourfelves, what real ground there is
-from the Lord’s word for this fear of yours.

(2.) Beware of cafting off the fear, dread, and
_ awe
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awe of the wrath of God againft fin : Job, xv. 4.
« Yea, thou cafteft off fear, and reftraineft prayer
before God.” This is the iflue of fome people’s
fears, who, one way or other, get their necks -
from under the yoke, and grow more ftupid,
fearlefs, and profane, than even by the juft judge-
ment of God. It is true, that fear is not enough ;
but there is -fomething to be added, and yet not
this fear caft away. If thou be brought into a
ftate of fonthip to God, the dread of God’s wrath
againft fin will come along with you, though it
will be no.more flavith ; as if a flave were made
his mafter’s fon by adoption, he would ftill fear
his anger, though not flavifhly as before. But be
one’s ftate what it will, better be God's flave,
fearing him for his wrath only, than the devil's
free-man, cafting off the fear of God. altogether..
There is lefs ill in the former than in the latter.
Yea, : '
(3-)- Caft not.off the fear of that' wrath, even
its overtaking- you, till fuch time as thy foul be
brought away freely to Jefus Chrift : Hof. v. 8. °
¢« I will go and return to- my place, till they ac-
knowledge their offence ; in their affliCtion they
will feek me early.” Thou haft no warrant to
caft it off fooner, for certainly wrath is purfuing
thee, till.thou be within the gates of the city of
refuge ; and to be without fear of that wrath that
is ftill advancing on a perfon, is ruining. Indeed,
as foon as thou haft fincerely come to Chrift in his
covenant, though the fear of wrath againt fin is
never to be laid ‘by, yet then thou mayeft and
oughteft to caft off the fear of vindiGtive wrath
overtaking thee : « Ther¢ is no condemnation to
them that are in Chrift Jefus,” Rom. viii. 1.

(4-) Look not always on an abfolute God, for
furely that can produce no fear .of God but a ﬂ?l:
. La vi
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vifh one § but look on God in Chrift as the tryft-
ing-place himfelf has fet, for receiving the ad-
drefles of the guilty on a throne of grace: 2 Cor.
v. 19. “ God was in Chrift, reconciling the world
unto himfelf, not imputing their trefpaffes unto
them.” This is the way to reprefs and curb the
horrible effe&s of flavifh fear, to make love to
God, faith, and hope, fpring up in the foul, and
fo mould that fear of thine into filial fear and re-
verence. In a God out of Chrift thou canft dif-
cern nothing but inflexible juftice, and the utmoft
terror ; and from his throne of unvailed majefty,
hear nothing but terrible .voices, thunders, and
carthquakes. But in 2 God in Chrift thou maycft
behold bowels of mercy, and flowing compaffions;
and from the throne of grace hear the ftill fmall
voice-of mercy and peace, Ifa. xxxv. 3. 4.

(5.) At what time foever you find the fear of
God’s wrath begin to choak the love of Geod in
your hearts, or to drive you away from him in
any way, check and curb that fear refolutely, let
it not proceed, though you were in the time
under the moft atrocious fin : Pial. Ixv. 3. ¢ Ini-
quities prevail againft me; as for our tranfgref-
fions, thou wilt purge them away.” For then
you are in the march between God’s ground and
the devil’s ; and there is a wind from hell, blow-
ing up the fire of fear, that will confume you, if
it be not quenched ; for the feparation of the foul
from God, and its going away from him, can in
no cafe fail to be of a ruining nature: and the
more that it increafes with a perfon, his heart will
be the more hardened, and he will be fet the far-
ther off from repentance. :

(6.) Greedily embrace any gleam of hope from
the Lord’s own word, and hang by it. Ye fhould
do like Benhadad’s fervants, and fay, We have

'\ heard



OF DIVINE COMPLACENCY. 125

heard that the king of Ifrael is a merciful king,
and we hope he will fave us, 1 Kings, xx. 31.
The apoftie calls hope the Chriftian’s %xead-piccc,
1 Thefl. v. 8. not to be thrown away in a time
of danger. '

Laftly, Come away refolutely to the Lord Jefus,
lay hold on him in the gofpel-offer, and confent
to the covenant: Heb. vii. 25. ¢« He is able to
fave to the uttermoft all that come unto God by
him.” Lay hold on the horns of this our altar,
and you fhall not die ; he will fwallow up death
in vitory, Ifa. xxv. 8. Flee into this city of re-
fuge ; the avenger fhall not overtake thee. Do
as the lepers of Samaria did, reafoned with them-
felves, and went to the camp, where meat was to
be found. Thou art like to fink in a fea of wrath,’
Jefus holds out his hand to draw thee afhore.
Thou art afraid, perhaps, it is not to thee, it is
vain to try; but know that it is the hand that
mutft take thee out, or thou art a gone man; ne-
glecting to take hold, thou art ruined ; otherwife,
thou canit be but ruined.

4. When is the fear of the Lord holy, filial,
and reverential, fuch as the Lord takes pleafure
in ?——For your fatisfaCtion in this inquiry, I
would anfwer, :

(1.) When the chief fpring of it is not our own:
harm, but God’s infinite excellence and perfe&tion’
ftriking an awe upon the foul : Gen. xxviii. 17.
« And Jacob was afraid, and faid, How dreadful
is this place! this is none other but the houfe of
God, and the gate of heaven.” On this account,
God was called the fear of the holy patriarchs,
wiile in the world, Gen. xxxi. 42. Thus inge-
nuous children fear their parents, not becaufe of
the ill they may do them, but becaufe of that au-
thority and fuperiority they have over them.—

Lj ‘When
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‘When the foul is awed into a profound reverence
for God, by the confideration of his tranfcendent*
excellence in all things, this is a becoming or true
filial fear. ‘

(2.) When the offending of God is feared as
the greateft evil. A gracelefs man may fear the
punifhment of fwearing, but a righteous man fear--
eth an oath, Ecclef. ix. 2.; the former may fear
the threatening as the greateft evil, but the righ-
teous feareth the commandment, and fhall be re-
warded, Prov. xiii. 13. What would- the moft
of the world fear about fin, if they were fecured
againft wrath? Nothing. But the fearer of God,
his great fear would remain notwithftanding, viz.
the difpleafing of his gracious Father.

(3-) When fear of his wrath is joined with a
kindly affection and love to him, Pfal. xc. 11.—
13. No man fears God who has not.a dread of
his anger, and the more grace, the more of this
dread ; fo that a godly man will fear a frown
more than another a ftroke of his hand. But
withal this does not ftraiten the heart, but enlarge
it in love to him; for thefe perfeftions of God
that are the moft proper objects of fear, are beau-
tiful and lovely in the eyesof a faint; and there-
fore under the effects of his anger, they condemn
themfelves and juftify God.

Laftly, When the fear of God draws the fin-
ner to God and makes him cling to him, Hof. iii.
5. « They fhall feek the Lord their God, and Da-
vid their king ; and fhall fear the Lord and his
goodnefs in the latter days.” As if he had faid,
They fhall fear away to the Lord, like a good-na-
tured child under fear of his parent, running a-
way to him, and catching hold of him; the lan-
guage of which is, Any thing but feparation from
my holy Father. Holy fear alfo keeps the fqt\g

‘Wl
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with the Lord, Jer. xxxii. g40. «I will put my
fear in their hearts, and they fhall not depart from
me,” and that upon the fame principle.

5. How doth this fear work in the gracious
foul ? To this queftion I anfwer, Holy fear is an
influential grace, diffufing its influence through the
whole man, and therefore all religion is often com-
prehended under the name of fear of God.

(1.) It makes God’s verdict of things in his holy
law the man’s complete ftandard. In matters of
faith, it caufes him believe that God has faid it
in matters of pralice, to do or forbear, becaufe
God has bid or forbid it, though his own reafon
and all the world fhould contradi&t, Prov.iii.7. ¢« Be
not wife in thine own eyes ; fear the Lord, and
depart from evil.” Holy fear awes the foul into
implicit compliance with all that an incomprehen-
fible God makes known in his word. So was A-
braham brought to offer his fon, and the fear of -
God catried him over all obftruftions, Gen. xxii.

12.

(2.) It awes the foul into abftaining from fuch
fins as there is no other awe-band againft. There
are fome cafes of temptation, wherein there is no-
thing from any creature to marr compliance with
it, the way is quite clear on that part. But then
the fear of God will be a fufficient reftraint.
Sometimes thou mayeft have a fair occafion to
wrong thy neighbour, and there is no fear of his
knowing thou didft it; but if thou feareft God,
thou dareft not for thy foul do it, more than if all
the world were looking on thee, Lev. xix. 14.
s¢ ‘Thou fhalt not curfe the deaf, nor put a ftum-
bling-block before the blind, but fhalt fear thy
God, Iam the Lord.” Sometimes occafions for
fin occur, -and men will bear thee out in the fin~
ful pratice ; but if thou feareft God, thou dareft

' not
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the eminence they ftand in, reprefent God, whom
we are to fear above all, and to fear in them. A
reverential fear is due to our fuperiors, but God is-
the Supreme Being. ‘We.owe it to thofe who-
are fuperior to us in office and dignity, Rom.
xili. 7. ¢ Render therefore unto all their due, tri- -
bute to whom tribute is due, cuftom to whom cue.
ftom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom ho-
nour.” God is' the fupreme .Governor of the
world. Is the fervant té reverence his mafter; the
child his. parents, the wife her hufband ? furely-
then God, who is the ancient of days, who ftands.
to his people in fuch endearing relations, is to be:
feared by them, Pfal. xlv. 11. ¢ He is thy Lord,.
and worthip thou him.” : '

'3. It is our wifdom to fear God, Pfal. cxi. 10.
¢ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wif-.
dom.”- O finner ! wouldft thou be wife indeed ?-
then fear God ; it is the beginning of wifdom. A
man never begins to be wife till the fear of God.
enters his heart. He goes on in folly and mad-
nefs till he get this ballaft to his foul ; he is frifk-
ing about the pit’s mouth, in hazard every mo-
ment of falling down, till the awe of God firikes
his foul.—TIt is the chief point of wifdom ; all the
wifdom of the world is but folly in comparifon of
this. Wifdom teaches men to fear dangers, lofles,
and the like, but what avails it all, if men fear not
the offending of God, and the lofs of the foul.

4. It is in fome fort the whole of religion, Job,
iv.6. ¢ Is not this thy fear,thy confidence,thy hope,
and- the uprightnefs of thy ways ?” for it is the
fum and fubftance of religious duties, which
therefore are comprehended under that name in
many parts of the Bible, and it has an univerfal in-
fluence over the whole of religion, drawing it all
after it in the fpecial parts thereof : for where it

once
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«once gets place, it will bring in every known duty,
and fet the foul at a diftance from all known fin,

§. It would free you of other fears that are tor-
menting, in whatever degree it gets place in your
hearts. Fear of men and devils is fo entertained
by many, that it becomes a tormenting paffion,
frighting them out of - the way of duty to God.
This is the firft expedient to get rid of thefe. Al-
low the great God his own room in the heart, and
let him be thy fear and thy dread, and fo the
;reature will prove contemptible in comparifon of
him.

6. Confider the precious promifes made to, and
the benefits beftowed on, thofe that fear the Lord.
If thou be a fearer of God, go matters as they
will, with thee it {hall be well, Ecclef. viii. 12. 13.
#¢ Though a finner do evil an hundred times, and
‘his days are prolonged, yet furely I know that it
thall be well with them that fear God, which fear
before him; but it fhall not be well with the
wicked, neither fhall he prolong his days, which
are as a fhadow, becaufe he feareth not before
God.” It prolongs men’s days, in fo far as it
keeps them in the way of holinefs, Prov. x. 27.;
" fee a clufter of promifes, Pfal. xxv. 12.—14.3
compare Prov. xix. 23. and Pfal. xxxiv. 9. which
you may read at your leifure.

Laftly, The want of the fear of God is an infal-
lible fign of a ‘wicked gracelefs heart ; it loofs the
reins to wickednefs of heart and life, and & be-
trays men info ruin, Pfal. xxxvi. 1.-~4, ¢ Thefe
that fear not God now, will be made to fear him
‘hereafter, when there fhall be no efcaping out of the
‘hand of their terrible Judge.

Some may fay, O! how fhall I attain to this
holy fear of God? With a view to promote this

. attainment,

~
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attainment, I would offer the following Drrec.
TIONS. . .

1. Labour to know God, who and what he is,
1 Kings, viii. 43. ¢ That all people of the earth
may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy people
Ifrael.” It is a benefit of the fecond covenant, to
know the Lord, Hofea, ii. 20. ¢ I will even be-
troth thee unto me in faithfulnefs, and thou fhalt
know the Lord.” God, to the moft of the world,
is like a prince in difguife amongft his fubjeis,
they treat him rudely becaufe they do not l,mow
him ; an unknown God will not be feared. While
ignorance of God reigns in the heart, there is no
place for holy fear ; for that will make men count
dartsasftubble,and laugh at the fhaking of thefpear.

2. Stir up in your hearts a defire to fear him ;
it is a token for good, when one is willing to
entertain. the fear of God, Neh. i. 11. « Thy fer-
vants who defire to fear thee.”  This defire hath
the promife, and it will be accompanied with
fuitable endeavours after it. Many fight againft
the fear of God, that they may live at eafe, and
may be able to give themfelves loofe reins to
their finful pra&ices ; no wonder their hearts be
hardened from it. And hence, if at any time they
be taken with the fear of God, they do what they
can to be freed of it, as they would pluck out ar-
rows out of their flefh. :

3. Take God for your God in Chrift, and devote
yourfelves to him. The God we chofe for our
God, we will fear ; Micah, iv. § ¢ For all people
will walk every one in the name of his God, and we
will walk in lL'yhe name of the Lord our God for
ever and ever.” And fo, when men fet up their
idols of jealoufy in the Lord’s room, thefe get the
fear that is due to God. So the avorldling fears
his clay god, his life is in its fmiles, and its frowns

are
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are his death. But take the Lord for your God,
I fay, in Chrift; for no otherwife he offers him-
felf to us in the covenant, 2 Cor. v. 19. This is the
way to holy fear: For, (1.) It is a promifed benefit
of the covenant, Jer. xxxii. g0. ¢ I will put my
“fear in their hearts.” Whoever comes into God’s
covenant of grace, the fear of God is, by the holy
Spirit, ftamped upon their hearts, whercby it may
be known that they belong to ‘God as children ; and
they devote themielves, on the other hand, to his
fear, Pfal. cxix. 38. They are his fervants, devoted
to his fear. They give themfelves to it, and make
it their great ftudy. (2.) This covenant is a cove-
nant of peace and friendthip betwixt God and the
guilty creature, through a Mediator, Heb. xii. 22.
—24. fo that thy ftate is changed, the moment
that thou comeft into the covenant, from enmity
to peace with God, Eph. ii. 19 they become fel- -
low-citizens with the faints, and are of the houfe-
hold of God. This happily joins love and dread of
God together, producing holy fear and reverence of
God ; whereas, while God is apprehended cer-
tainly as an eénemy to us, fear him we may with
flaviih fear, but not with holy fear, fince we can-
not love him. -

4. Be much in the exercife of repentance. Sor-
rowing after a godly fort for fin, as it dithonours
God, is offenfive to his majefty, feparates the fin-
ner from God, and expofes the foul to his anger,
is the ready way to produce holy fear for the time
to come, 2 Cor. vii. 11. Yea, what fear, fays
Paul, namely, as the effe& of forrow after a godly
fort 5 they that are burnt dread the fire ; and they
that feel the bitternefs of fin, will fear God, and °
ftand at a diftance from it. The looking into our
frightful aQs of fin, will awe our hearts with a

Vor. 1, . M dread
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dread of the offended Majefty, and make us fall
down, faying, ¢ Forgive us our debts.”

§. Pray for it eawneftly as a promifed benefit of
the covenant, and join thereto a faith of particular

"confidence : Matth. xxi. 22. ¢ And all things,
whatfoever ye fhall afk, believing ye fhall receive
them.” Beg of God, that he would manifeft hima
felf to you, fo as ye may be filled with holy fear
of him. Ye may read and hear much of God,,
and little impreflions be made on your {pirits by it
at all ; but when the Lord difcovers himfelf to the:
finner, his own glorious light will fo reprefent him.
as the foul cannot chufe but both love and fear:
him : Job, xlii. 5. 6. ¢« I have heard of thee b
the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye feet
thee : Wherefore I abhor myfelf, and repent, in.
duft and athes.” -

Laflly, Draw together the fcattered affeCtions.
and faculties of the foul, and fet them on the
Lord : Pfal. Ixxxvi. 11. % Unite my heart to fear.
thy name.” As the fcattered rays of the fun will
not burn, till they be colle&ted by a burning-glafs 3
{o the heart, walking at random, will not be filled,
with holy fear. 'Withdraw your hearts from pur-
fuing vanities, and gadding after idols, and labour
to fee the Lord 'in thofe glafles where we may
perceive how he is to be feared.

I would urge you to look tohim particularly, (1.)
In the glafs of his word. See how he is there re
prefented as one worthy to be feared : Pfal. Ixxxix.
7. “ God is greatly to be feared in the affembly of.
the faints, and to be had in reverence of all them
that are about him.” O with what awful folem
nity may we hear him 'there fpeaking of himfelf,
his. faines fpeaking of . him and to him ! and: the
angels alfo, with their vailed faces, crying, Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. }lad we

eyes
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es to difcern his voice in his word, every page
would fill our hearts with profoundeft reverence.
See him, (1.) In the fhining holinefs of his com-
mandments, perfeétly pure from all earthly drofs ;
and when thus feen, how can the finful creature
not fear him ! Exod. xv. 11. ¢ Who is like uiito
thee, O Lord, among the gods ? who is like unto
thee, glorious in holinefs, fearful in praifes, do-
ing wonders 7 He appears there to be all light,
and that in him there is no darknefs at all. The
holy, fpiritual, and extenfive law, may fill our
hearts with the dread of the Lawgiver, of whofe
nature it is a tranfcript. See him, (2) In the
amazing fovereignty of his threatenings. This
filled good Jofiah with fear, 2 Kings, xxii. 19.
" and Habakkuk, ch.iii. 16. Behold thence flames
of wrath flathing out on the faces of impenitent
fmners. Al the threats of men own death to be
their utmoft 3 and, O ! how will a threat of death
fright mortals | But the Lord’s threatenings go he-
yond death, and carry the fmatter to an endlefs
tternity. See him, (3.) In the unfpeakable rich:s
of his gofpel-promifes difplayed in the word. His
terrors are no ‘more fevere on the one hand, than
tis promifed encouragements are grcat on the
other.” If hell be in tliec one fcale, heaven s in
the other. 'Who would not therefore fear him ?

Look to him, '
2. In Chrift, the brightnefs of his glory, and
the exprefs image of his perfon. Sce god in
Chrift, and there fee an.object of fear and love in
one. If ye would be ftirred up to fear God, look ~
to Mount Calvary, and there behold Chrift groan.
ing, and dying on a crofs for the fins of an ele&t
world, and you will fee three awful fights. (1.)
The feverity of God’s juftice againit fin, not fpa-
ring his own Son, Rom. viii. 32. Mauny terrible
M2 wftances
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inftances have there been of this, in the deluge,
and the like. But what is the tumbling down of
finful angels into the pit, the deluging of a world,
the burning of Sodom,—to the Son of God dyiu%
on a crofs, and bearing kis Father’s wrath? O
_if this was done in the green tree, what fhall be
done in the dry ? (2.) The channcl of mercy and
grace, in which they flow to guilty finuers. It 1s
bv the Mediator’s ftripes we nruft be healed ; the
finner’s lifc comes in the way of Chrift’s death ;
no mercy, no grace, but through the wounds of
a Redeemer. ‘There was love frem eternity in
the breaft of God towards an ele& world, but
TJuftice ftood in the way of Mercy’s getting through
to the criminals; a way was then made by the
b'ood of the Sen'of God. (3.) The price of par-
don, 1 Pet. i. 19. the precious blood of Chrift;
no pardon, but what is the price of blood, and
that blood of iufinite value ; that is the ranfom
which had to ke given for the captives, or they
could never have teen fet free. O! who can fee
thefe, and not fear this awful and tremendcus
majefty thus appearing |—— Look at him, .
3. In the glafs of his adorable perfe&tions. How
fmal! a portion do we know ‘of him ! but there ig
nothing which we have manifefted to us concern-
ing him, but may contribute to this holy fear. On
the one hand, confider his infinite power, where-
by he can do all, and his univerfal dominion,
whereby he may do what he will : Job, xxxvii. 23,
24. and xxv. 2.3 his juftice, holinefs, omnifcience,
omniprefence, infinite veracity and truth, where-
by ail he has faid fhall be made good to a tittle,
‘Who, then, can but fear him ? —Confider, on the
other hand, his mercy, his love, grace, and good-
nefs, which are fo unbounded and unfpeakable
‘Who, then, can but fcar him ?—Look at him,

Lafily,
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In the glafs of his works. Look to his
works of creation, Pfal. xix. 1. Does not the
warth and heaven, ‘with all their glorious furniture,
<ry aloud to us to fear this God. Look to his
works of providence: Jer. v. 22. ¢ Fear ye not
me ? faith the Lord ; will ye not tremble at my
prefence, which have placed the fand for the
bound of the fea by a perpetual decree, that it
cannot pafs ?” His managing of the world chal-
denges our fearing of him. (1.) His mercies with:
which we are loaded, call us to reverence him as
our great Benefactor, Jer.v. 24 (2.) His judge-
ments ; his judgements, in particular, againit our-
Helves, Luke, xxiii. 40.; and againft others; which
‘'we may every where difcemn: Pfal. cxix. 118.—
120. * My fleth trembleth for fear of thee, and I
-am afraid of thy judgements.”. Every ftroke laid
‘on in this world is fitted to.create a fear of him in
our hearts. His general judgement, that is to-
come, the ferious view of which muft needs ftrike
finners with fear: 1 Pet. i. 17. < And if ye call
-on the Father, who, without refpet of perfons,
judgeth aceording to every man’s work, pafs the
time of your fojourning here in fear.”* See alfo-
Ecclef. xii. 13. 14,

II. I wouLp now earneftly exhort you to hope:
in the Lord for 'his .mercy. Entertain a holy
hope in ‘God in all cafes. For clearing of
this, we muft know, that hope in general is an
anclination to, and -expeCation of good poflible
to be had, but not without fome difficulty. As.
hope is converfant about divine things, or the mer-
<y of ‘God, it is of two forts, holy hope, and
prefumptuous hope ; the one well-grounded, the
other ill.grounded. Here, therefore, alfo fome

M3 inquiries
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inquiries may be propofed, which we fhall endea-
vour to anfwer ; fuch as, :
1. What is the true hope for mercy, which the
Lord takes pleafure in 2 An/. It is a certain expec-
tion of attaining the mercy, which faith be-
lieves, grounded on God’s grace and faithfulnefs.
(1.) For the kind of it; it is an expetation of
mercy to be attained. Hope looks always on its
object as future: Rom. viii. 24. ¢« For we are
{aved by hope. But hope that is feen is not hope ; |
for what a man feeth, why doth he yet hope for #”
- 'This is a main difference between faith and hope,
faith looking always Jn its objet as prefent in the
«.promife, for ¢ faith is the fubftance of things
hoped for, and the evidence of things not feen.”
And hope is a certain expetation of it, not fo
much in itfelf, (for true hope may be attended
‘with much doubting, Lam. iii. 18.), as in the
event, for it will never fail the party that has it,
nor put him to fhame by difappointment, for it
hangs on faith: Rom. v. 5. ¢« And hope maketh
not athamed, becaufe the love of God is fhed a-
broad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoft given unto -
us.” , :
(2.) For the obje& of this hope; it is mercy
which is hoped for. Now, there is a threefold
mercy hope looks for. (1.) The mercy of eternal
life itfelf: Jude, 21. ¢« Keep yourfelves in the
love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord
Jefus Chrift unto eternal life.” This is the
chief thing the believer.is to hope fory and he
may, with the utmoft certainty and confidence,
~ expe&t it, 2 Tim. i.. 12. This hope, even the
hope of falvation, the apoftle-will have the Chri-
{tian to put on as an helmet, 1 Thefl. v. 8. and even
to ftretch forth his hope over death and the grave.
(2-) The mercy necellary to bring us to ctelle;:al
€5
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life ; as perfeverance therein to the end, notwith-
ftanding all the diflicultics that are in the way:
Rom. viii. 38. ¢« And we know, that all things
work together for good to them that love GGod,
and are the called according to his purpofe.”
Though the grace of God in him be like a fpark
of fire in an ocean, .he ought firmly to hope, that
the fame heavenly breath that kindled it will keep
itinto theend. (3.) The mercy of all other good
things, fo far as God fhall fee the beftowing them
on us for his own glory, and our good. There
are many particular things good in themfelves,
which we know not whether they will be fo to us
or not; for example, deliverance from fuch a
trouble ; therefore it is not to be abfolutely hoped
for, but under this qualification, that God fees it
to be good for us.

- (3.) For the antecedent of this hope; that is
faith, which is the evidence of things hoped for,
Heb. xi. 1. There can be no true hope without
faith ; where faith does not open the door, hope
cannot enter, Faith embraces the mercy in the
promife of God, and hope waits for the accom-
plifhment of the promife ; fo that oue cannot truly
hope for that which God has not promifed, nei-
ther can one hope for the accomplifhment of that
promife which faith does not believe.

Laftly, The ground of this hope is God’s free
grace in Chrift and his faithfulnefs : 1 Per. i. 13.
« Wherefore, gird up the loins of your mind, and
hope to the end, for the grace that 1s to be brought
~ to you at the revelation of Jefus Chrift.” The
mercy promifed is quite above the finner’s defer-
ving 3 but he confiders the fulnefs and freedom of
'God’s grace, and withal how unalterably he is to
his word, and therefore hopes upon having that
word made good to him. S .

, A A
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A fecond queftion is, How mayithe hope of mer-—
cy be knowu to be prefumptuous ? An/. Prefump-
‘tion is the foul-ruining plague, whercby a perfen
affumes to himfelf what God has, by no-teftimony
of his word, declared to be his, and ‘which dlters
the beautiful order of mercy eftablithed by God,
‘joining together what God has fepardted, and fe-
“parated what he has joined.~~Upon this Lobferve,
1. That hope is prefumptuous, which is net
founded on the Lord’s word. Such hope s ‘brifk
‘in the dark, but lofes all its luftre by the light
-of God’s word brought in upon it : John, iii. 2e.
21. ¢« For every one that doth evil hateth the
Jight, neither cometh to the light, left his deeds-
dhould be rveproved; but he that dothitruth ce~
:meth to the light, that his deeds mdy be made ma-
nifeft, that they are wroughtin God.” God’s word
is a friend unto his grace, but an enemy to delu-
fion 3 it is-the touch-ftone that difcovers ‘the true.
‘metal and alfo the counterfeit. You hope for fal-
wvation, in what word of God is your hope found-
sed ? Does the Lord’s word, fearchingly applied,.
firengthen or weaken your hope ? Say‘you, The
igeneral invitations are the ground of my -hope 2
-Thefe may be grounds of hope that ye -may get.
seternal lifc, if you will take God’s way: But do you
not hope that you fhall get it, without a due-con-
fideration of this? Now, thefe ‘can never be the
grounds of a folid hope, for all that hear the gofpel
are comprehended inthefe, us well as you.
(2.) That hope is prefumptuous, which over-
_ dooks and negleéks the means appointed by God
for the attaining of his mercy unte cternal life :.
"1 Pet. i. 3. « We are begotten by God te a lively
hope, by the refurre@ion of Jeéfus Chrift from:the
‘dead.” The way thou art to ‘e happy for ever
is, that thou be united to Chyift by « true ﬁtil?al,t
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that thou be a new creature, that tho lead a holy
dife. Doft thou neglect thefe, and yet hope all
will be well / Thy hope is prefumption, and will
ruin thee, Deut. xxix. 19.20. .

Lafly, That hope is prefumptuous, which is

built withont erafing the old foundation, Luke,
xxxiv. 48. Many have hopes of heaven which
grow up with themfelves, they were never fhaken
out of themfelves, nor had the naughtinefs of their
hopes difcovered, and fo never were led to Jefus
Chrift, to buiid on him by uniting with him.
A third enquiry may be, How may the hope of
mercy be known to be true hope, which God
will take pleafure in ? In anfwer to this, it may be
noticed, o

1. True hope is founded on the free grace of
God in Chiift, 1 Pet. i. 13. quoted alrcady. The
fcriptures are written for our learning, that we,
through patience and comiort of them, might have
hope, Rom. xv. 4. Hope is not built upon our
good difpofitions, good works, external and com-
. mon benefits which we enjoy, for thefe are but a
fandy foundation, unable to bear this weight ; but
the anchor of hope is caft fo as to fix upon the
immoveable ground aforefaid, Heb. vi. 19. It is
true holinefs difcerned by us in ourfelves, as an
evidence, that doth help us to a firm hope ; but the
ftrefs of hope lies not upon it as a ground-work.

2. True hope is a lively principle of fanétifi
tion, 1 John, iii. 3. ¢ And every man that hath
this hope purifieth himfelf, even as he (God) is
pure 3” and therefore it is called a lively hope,
1 Pet. 1. 3. As a {pring by degrees does work out
the mud that is in a well, fo hppe of mercy does
work out corruption ; as the profpect of the mar-
riage-day makes the parties to be taken up in pre-
paring for the marriage, fo the true hope of eter-

' ) ’ nal
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nal life puts one to be preparing for it, Rev. xix.
. That hope which fuffers fm to He untouched
in heart and life, that does not put on a perfon
to mortify fin, is a.dead hope ; and true hope car-
ries to univerfal holinefs, even as he is -pure.
Laftly, It makes one diligent in the ufe of means
appointed by God, Heb. x. 23.-——25.; but withal -
not to reft on the means, but on the Lord. Teo
hope, without ufing the means appointed and re-
quired, is prefumption ; to reft on the means is
a fpice of atheifm.- But thatis true hope, which
makes the foul delight in all-duties and ordinances,
to leave no appointed means uneflayed, in erder
to attaining the blefled end ; and -then, when. all
iio;lone, to place all confidence of fuccefs-on she
Lord .

With a view to prefs this holy lively hope, I
would mention the following Mo¥1vEs.

1. It is not only our comfertable attainment,
but a duty required of all that believe, 1 Pet.di. 13+
¢ Gird up the loins of your mind, be fober, and'
hope to the end.” And therefore the apoftle Paut
prefleth diligence iin feeking after it ‘in full mea-
dure, Heb. vi. 11. « And we defire that every one
of you do fhew the fame diligence, to the full
affurance .of hope unto the end ;” and he prays
dor it, Rom. xv. 13. ¢ Now, the God of hope ill
you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye
- anay abound in hope, through the power of the

doly Ghoft.” Itisa duty thatis in a fpecial man-
mer .comfortable. : '

2. Tt is moft neceflary ; hope is as neceffary to-
a Chriftian, as a head-piece to a foldierin a battle,
1 'Thefl. v. 8.; as neceffary 2s -an anchor to a thip,
Heb. vi. 19.; yea, fo neccffary, that we are {aid to
bc faved by it, Rom. viil. 24.

~ Loy,
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Laply, It is a great friend to holinefs, and per-
feverance in the ways of God, 1 Cor. xv. §8.—
As it honours God’s grace and goodnefs, fo it
firengthens the foul, and animates it to all duties, -
to fight againft corruption and temptation, and to
purfue holinefs.

TIL. LeT all be exhorted to entertain a holy fear
of God, together with-a holy hope for his mercy.
Mix thefe, and balance your fouls with them,
whatever your cafe be. While you are going
through the world, keep your courfe in the middle
between the two rocks of Prefumption and Def-
pair.——For this purpofe,

1. Beware of defponding or defpairing of the
mercy of God in Chrift. There is an allowable
defpair, which all onght to entertain, in order to
their getting their hope fixed on God, viz. a quit-
ting of all hope in our own fufficiency, or ability
to mpake ourfelves happy by ourfelves, or that ever

- we ihall be well, while we continue in a ftate of
black nature. But what we call defpair is a giving
over all hope in God, which is a horrible fin.
There i$ a threefold defpair you fhould beware of,
as ye would not ruin your own fouls.

(1.) A fenfual defpair, which arifeth from an
exceflive love of the profits and pleafures of this
world, with a fecure contempt of fpiritual and ex-
ternal good in another world, 1 Cor. xv. 32. % Let
us,” fay they, « eat and drink, for to-morrow we
die.” Alas! how many are there plagued with
this ? Their fouls are feftered with the defire of
prefent good, which is their all, and, having no
hope of better after this life, they give the fwing
to their lufts after thefe.

(2.) A fluggifh defpair, Prov.xxii. 13. « The ﬂo,;_hi»

‘ : , u



144 FEAR AND HOPE, OBJECTS-

ful man faith, There is a lion without, I {hall" be
flain in the ftreets.” Their floth mufters up dif-
ficulties to them, forming fome that are ground-
lefs, imaginary ones, and aggravating real ones,
fo that they ¢onclude . before hand that they
will not be better, their endeavours will not fuc-
ceed, and therefore they lie ftill, and will do no-
thmg for their own help 5 this ruins many.

(3-) A forrowful defpair, which arifeth from
ftrong fears, which raife fuch a mift in the foul,
that grounds of hope in its cafe, are hid out of
ﬁght, and they are in their foul’s cafe as in A&s,
xxvii. 20. neither fun nor ftars for many days ap-
pear,no fmali tempeﬂ: lies onthem,and all hope’that
they fhall be {aved is then taken away. There are
* difterent degrees of this; fometimes it is filent:
and fullen, making little noife, but is {mothered
in one’s breaft like a burning fire. In fuch a cafe,
one would do well to give it a vent before God,
his fervants, or godly experienced Chriftians, left
it ruin them. This is the way David took when -
in fuch a cafe, Pfal. xxxix. 2—4. ¢« I was dumb’
with filence, I held my peace even from good, and
my forrow was ftirred ; my heart was hdt within
me ; while I was muﬁng, the fire burn«l, then
fpake I with my tongue, Lord, make me to know
mine end, and the meafure of my days, what it js,
that I may know how frail I am.” Sometimes it
is raging, as in Judas, who, under horror laxd upon:
his fin, did miferably end his life. ‘

Beware of all thefe, and refift the bcgmnmgs
of defpair, and if it has faftened on any foul, let
them ftrive to quench it,-as they would do a ﬁre.
The former makes way for the latter, and all toge-
ther make way Yor remedilefs defpair in hell. I {hall
only fay two things of it.—(1.) It is defiling, and

_makes
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makes the foul moft loathfome before God ; for
~ it conceives moft bafely and abominably of God
and Chrifl, direCtly oppofing itfelf to the grand
defign of the gofpel ; it blafphemes the power of

God, and the efficacy of his Son’s blood and Spi-
rit. (2.) It is ruining, for it makes the finner
flee from God, and caft away the means of reco-
very, and fo enfures their deftruction; befides
that it often drives the finner to put an end to his
torment here, by leaping into endlefs torments
before the time, as in the cafe of Judas. And
while we fee how Satan is ready to take advantag:,
we had need to take heed. ,

2. Beware of prefumption. Take heed that ye
do not flee from the one rock to dath on the
other. Indeed defpair is tormenting, while pre-
fumption 8 eafy. Neverthelefs, - though mone
of them is good, yet a’ perfon prefuming is or-
dinarily in greater hazard than one defpairing ;
for the prefumptuous fees not his cafe .as the
other does; the one is well pleafed with his
~damnable condition, the other is weary of his,
and wifhes to have it changed; fo that many
~ more perifh by the one than by the other.

*  To conclude: Remember, on the one hand,
~ God is a holy jealous God, who cannot away with
fin, or a ftate of fin, but the fire'of his jealoufy
burns againft it. On the other kand, remember
that the blood of Chrift takes away all guilt, his
Spirit ‘overcomes the moft hopelefs cafe, and his
mercy reaches wide for cvery condition. Fear
‘him, ye that hope in him ; hope in his mercy, ve
that fear him; for the Lord taketh pleafure in them -
. ‘that fear bim, in thofe that kope in his mercy. Amen.

Voi.l N " Jmsws



JESUS VICTORIOUS OVER DEATH.*

|

SERMON IX. :

Isa1an, xxv. 8.—He will fwallow ap death in
viclory. ‘

UCH as are defirous duly to manage this fo-
S lemn communion-occafion, will have in their
view the other world. . We are all on a journey
towards it, and, if fuitably exercifed, will improve
this occafion.to lay down our meafures for eter-
nity. Betwixt us and that other world, lies the
great gulf of death ; through it are two paffages;
one deep and devouring, where the finner paffes
alone ; there the waters flow with all that force
and ftrength which they acquired by the breach
of the covenant of works. By this paffage, fin-
ners are thrown out into the land of utter dark-’
nefs and mifery. The text fhews us the other
paffage, which is thallow and fafe, where the fin-
ner paffes on at the Mediator’s back, the waters

~ being dried up by the foles of his feet, whofo

X ‘ © paffeth
\ # Delivered Saturday, Otober 4. 1718.
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pafleth this way, enters into Immanuel’s land, the
land of life 5 for be will fwalluw up death in victory.

In thefe words, we have a prophecy of the hap-
py fuccefs of a battle fought by the Mediator on;,
account of ele& finners. The fuceefs is moft cer~
tain ; therefore it is in the Hebrew, He bath fwal-
lowed-up, &c. Here confider,

1. The combatants; the two mightieft that
ever encountered. Upon the one hand is Death,
with his devouring mouth, a champion who never
yet could find his match among the children of
men, till the great HE, in the text, entered the
lifts againft him, even Jefus Chrift, who being
man, was capable of feeling the force of death;
but, being the Lord of hoftsalfo, ver. 6. could
not but be conqueror at length. So Death and
the Mediator are the combatants..—There is,

2. The encounter of the combatants, implied in
thefe words, Hz will fwallow up death in victory.
Death attempting to prey upon that ele@ world
which was given to Chrift by the Father, HE, as
Mediator, to pluck that prey out of Death’s de<
vouring mouth, encounters the terrible enemy
while he is making havock of poor finners ; and,
having taken upon him the guilt of his elect,
which gave death a power over them, death ad-
vances againft him, and attacks him, and he abides
the conteft. No fooner was he born, than Death
mounted on his pale horfe, advanced againft him;
and ftriking at him, filled Bethlehem with the
blood of babes, and the fhrieks of parents. Though
it could not then reach him the deadly blow, it
purfued him ftill, fhot out its poifonous arrows
againit him all along, till they came to a-clofe en-
gagement on the crofs, where it wreftled him
down even into the grave, the proper place of its
dominion. * So the Mediator got the firft fall. -

N2 3. But
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3. But behold the iffiie of the battle. Death,
who in all other battles wins whatever party lofes,
lofes the day here ; the viCtory is on the fide of
the flain Mediator. The flain Saviour again re-
vives, gets up upon death, ftands conqueror over -
it, even in its own territories, breaks the bars . of
the grave, takes away the fting it fought with a--
gainit him, and puts it and all its forces to the
rout; fo that it can never fhew its face againft
him any more, Rom. vi. g. ¢ Knowing that Chrift
being raifed from the dead, dieth no more, death
hath no more dominion over him.”

4. The Mcdiator’s purfuit of the w&ory, till
it be complete for thefe that are his, as well as for
bimfelf : He will fawallow up death in viclory. ‘T'he
vanquifthed enemy has yet many ftrong-holds in
- his hand, and he keeps many of the redeemed
ones at under; fome of them as prifoners, that
they cannot ftir; others of them, though they car
ftir, yet can go no where, but they muft drag the
. bands of death after them. But the Mediator
-will purfue the victory till he {wallow up death,
totally abolifh it out of his kingdom, that there
thall no more of it be'feen there for ever, as a thing
that js fwallowed up is fen no more at all; our .
Lord is cutting it down daily, and the laft. of it
ihall go over at the laft day, 1-Cor.’xv. 54. % So
when this corruptible fhall put on incorruption,
and this mortal fhall have put on immortality,
then. fhall be brought to pafs the faying that is
written, Death is fwallowed up in vilory.—Thefe
words.contain in them. this
Doctring, That our Lord Jefus, having fought

-death, and obtained the victory, will purfue

the vi&tory, till denth be utterlv abolithed out

of
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of his kingdom.———Three things are here to be
attended to. : o

L The battle..

II. The victory.

IIT. The purfuit. After which,

1V. I fhall fubjoin fome practical improvement. .

I. WE fhall confider the battle betwixt death
and the Lord of life.—And, -

1. Under what charaer has the Lord of life
fought this battle ?- He fought it,

(1.) As the Head and reprefentative of the ele&
world, as their Mediator,whetook burden on himf{clf
for all that the Father had 'given him; for othier- .
wife he had nothing to do with death; nor had it
any concern with him : John, v. 15. ¢ Ilay down
my life for the fheep.” Adam, the head of all
mankind, had  betrayed us all into the fnare of
death, we were not able to break it, or to make
our efcape thence ; but Chrift undertook it for the
elect, as their Head, and fo fought death in their
room and ftead: 1 Tim. ii. 6. «“ Who gave him-
felf a ranfom for all.” ¢ But he was wounded for
our tranfgreflions, he was bruifed for our iniqui-
ties, the chaftifement Sf our peace was upon him,
and with his ftripes we are healed,” Ifa. liii. 5.
He bare what we fhould have borne, fteod the
thock which would have ruined us; he was
- wounded and bruifed in this battle, butall forus:
ver. 8. « Yor the tranfgreflion of my people was
be ftricken.” And hence we are reckoned in law
to have died in him: Rom. vi. 10. 11. ¢ For in
that he died, he died unto fin once ; but in that .
he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewife reckon
ye alfo yourfelves to be dead indeed unto fin, but
alive unto God, through Jefus Clirift our Lord.”

N3 (2) .

”~
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(2.) As their Redeemer and' Deliverer : Hofea,
xiil. 14. ¢ I will ranfom them from the power of
the grave, I will redeem them from death: O
death ! T will be thy plagues; O grave! Iwill be -
thy deftrution.” By fin we fell a prey to devour-
ing death, the broken law concluded us under the
power of it. The prey could not be taken frem -
this mighty one, without both price and power ;

' fo Chrilt engaged with death, and by his death -

ranfomed death’s prifoners : Heb. ii. 15. « That
through death he might deftroy death, and him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil
and deliver them who, through fear of death,
were all their lifetime fubje¢t to bondage.” He

* {poiled it of its power, that they might get free:

The kingdom he had received of his Father could
not be recovered, nor the captives fet free, with--
out ftroke of fword, his overcoming death, that’
held them faft ; therefore he fought the battle.
- (3.) As a Captain or General on the head of his
people : Heb. 1i. 0. ¢ For it became him, for
whom are all things, and by whom are all things;
in bringing many fons unto glory, to make the
Captain of their falvation perfe& - through fuffer«
ings.”  God has defigned that the elet fhall fight
their way fo.heaven, and therefore has given them
Chrift as a Leader and Commander: Ifa. Iv. 4
s Behold I have given him for a Leader and Com-
mander to the people.” They muft march through
the Red Sea of death to the upper Canaan; but
Chrift goes before, drying wp the waters. There
are cords of death on the mott lively believer, iZ-:-t
he muft fet himfelf to break them 3 but Chrift has
made them like a thread of flax, when it teucheth
the fire. They muft encounter the king of ter-
rors ; but the King of glory, marching in the
) - front,
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front, has received all the deadly fting.—=-1I fhall
confider,

2. The attack made upon him by death. Death,
finding the Mediator ftanding in finners ftead, ad-
vances againft him with all its forces, with which
it was furnithed by the breach of the firft covenant;
and, when managing this conteft,

(1.)Death brings up its ftrength againft him, that
is, the law, 1 Cor. xv. 56. ¢ The fting of death is
fin, and the ftrength of fin is the law,” which, find=
ing him a finner by imputation, cut him down, Gal.
iv. 4. «“God fent forth his Sen, made of a woman,
made under the law.” The Law cries for juftice
againft fin, and Juftice takes the Mediator {)y the
throat, faying, Pay what thou oweft; then he
< reftored what he took not away,” Pfal. Ixix. 4.
The law brings up againft him a black band of
curfes, and pours imto his foul : Gal. iii. 13,
¢¢ Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the
law, being made a curfe for us.” It foon began
to fhoot out its arrows againft him. 'When he was
born, he muft be born in a ftable, laid in a-man~
ger, for there was no room for him in the innj;

rfecution is raifed againft him in his infancy;
he muft be all along a man of forrows, poor, not
Having where to lay his head ; he is hungry, thirfty,
weary, &c. At length’ the battle grows hotter,
the heavens are black above his head ; and in the
garden, and on the crofs, fhowers of arrows dipt
_in the curfe fly-at him. He fweats bloody drops,
fallingdown to the ground,— cries out, « My God,
my God, why haft thou forfaken me ¢”

(2.) Meanwhile he that has the power of death
(Heb. ii. 14.) advances againft him, Satan fets upcn
him in the wildernefs with moft grievous tempta-
tions, Matth.iv. Beingbeat back, he returnsy andre-
news the affault : Luke, iv. 13, ¢ And Whﬂ:icthii

. V.
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devil had ended all the temptations, he departed
from him for a feafon.” At length the hour and
powers of darknefs come, and then the bands of
hell exert their utmoft vigour againft him, ftorms
from hell blow hard upon him, the fountains of
the great deep arc opened on him : John, xiv. 30.
¢¢ Hereafter I will not talk much with you, for the
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in
me.” Col. ii. 15. « And having fpoiled princi
palities and powers, he made a thew of them opea-
ly, triumphing over them in it.”

(3.) The congregation of men dead in. trefpaflcs.
and fins ftir up themfelves againft him : Ifa.hii. 3.
¢« He is defpifed and reje&ted of men,a man of for--
rows, and acquainted with grief, and we hid, as it-
were, our faces from him ; he was defpifed, and we
efteemed him not.” Judas betrays him, the Jews-
gape on him like a lion, crying, Crucify him;
Pilate condemns him ; he is fcourged, crowned
with thorns, fmitten on the crowned head, his.
body racked till it was all out of joint, nailed to -
the crofs, hangs there mocked, and pierced with
a fpear. )

(4:) Death comes with. its fling’ upon him,
and pierces him to the heart, and cafts him down
dead: 1 Cor. xv. §6. « The fting of death is
fin;” this gives it the power of hurting any. The
guilt of all the fins of the ele® lay upon him, .
which could. not but make the fting of death in-
expreflibly fharp and piercing. Thus a thoufand
‘deaths in one met together on him, for the Lord
made the iniquities of us all to meet on him ; and
_all the arrows that fhould have pierced all the ele&t

for ever, have entered into his bowels ; and, having
fallen under death, he wae carried prifoner to the
grave... ¢ .

'+ H. LT us confider the vi&br’y;Ciuift obtainlc;l-
~ . e
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He tells us he has fought and overcome : Rev. iii.
21. % To him that overcometh will I grant to fit
with me on my throne, even as I alfo overcame,
and am fet down with my Father in his throne.”
Yea, he has trmmphed over his enemies in his
glorious afcenifion into heaven. Confider,

1. How this viCtory over death was obtained.
It was obtained,

(1.) Byhis death Th:s was the decifive firoke :
Heb. ii. 14. « That through death he might de-
ftroy death, and hinrthat had the power of death.”
It was fuch a vitory as Samfon’s laft vi€tory over
the Philiftines, when he pulled down the houfe,
and died himfelf with the Philiftines in the fall of
it; and therefore he cried upon the crofs, «Itis -
finifhed.” Death has done its utmoft, and can do
no more ; by his death he fatisfied the law in all
it had to demand of him as the ele€t’s Surety ; he
paid the debt, and removed the guilt.  Sin being
removed, and the law fatisfied, death  has no more
that ﬁren th or fting wherewith it fet upon him
at firft ; and fo it fell with him,

(2.) By his refurreGion. T Thereby he got up a- .
bove death, which had loft its power, and could
hold him no longer, Alls, ii. 24. « Whom God
hath raifed up, having loofcd the pains of death,
becaufe it was not poifible that he fhould be Lold-
en of it.” He ftood a Conqueror in the grave,
death’s-own quarters; he broke afunder its iron
bars, and brought away its keys ; behold they hang
at his girdle, Rev. i. 18. « And have the keys of

" hell and of death.” . So death’s dominion over

thofe that are his, got an irrecoverable ftroke, and
he that had the power of death as to the eleét,
namely, as an executioner, viz. the devil, was alio
deftroyed.—I next inquire, '

' 2. What
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2. What fort of a v1&ory is it Jefus hath ob-
tained over death ?—lIt is,
(1.) A dear-bought victory, it coft the glorious
Conqueror his precious life; he fuffered the
- bruifing of his hecl, before the ferpent’s head could
be got bruifed. He fuffered in his body, and alfo
in his foul, and to fuch a degree, that the holy
human nature could not have borne up under it,
had it not been fupported by his divine nature.
(2.) A complete victory in refpect of himfelf,
though not yet complete in refpe& of his members:
Rom. vi. 9. “ Knowing that Chrift being raifed
from the dead, dicth no more, death hath no more
dominion over him.” New he is beyond the
reach of death and all his enemies, fitting at the
Lord’s right-hand until he make his enemigs his.
footftool, Pfal. cx. 1. |
(3-) A glorious vitory, faints and angels fing-
ing the triumphant fong. Hear the acclamations
of joy and wonder with which he was met at his
return frem the battle, Ha. Ixiii. 1. « Who is this
that cometh from Edom, with dicd garments from
Bozrah ? This that is glorious in_his apparel, tra-
velling in the, greatuefs of his ftrength ? I that
fpeak in nghteoufnefs, nrighty to fave.” What 2
glerious vi€tory was it which he obtained over
king of terrors, who fubdues the moft potent ar-
mies, overcomes the conquercrs of the earth ; but
behold the great fpoiler fpoiled, the conqueror
conquered by the King of glory.
(4-) An everlafting victory. Now death’s power
is irrecoverably broke 3 the ferpent is wounded ix
the head, which is a deadly wound, it fhall never
- be able to rally its broken forces againft him any
more ; it went out iuto, the world full, but the
King
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King of faints has met it, and fpoiled it, fo that
it in fome fort is now empty. ’

As a praftical improvement of what has been
faid, I would on this occafion earneftly call upon
ou, : ‘
b 1. As mortals, dying men and women, to come -
over this day to the Conqueror’s fide. Our Lord
‘has obtained the victory over death, come ye and
furrender yourfelves to him, break your covenant
with death and hell, enter into his covenant, and
Thonettly enlift yourfelves under his victorious ban-
ners, abide no-longer among his enemies.—To
revail with you, I would lay before you the fol-
owing MoT1vEs. '

(1.) If ye-are out of Chrift, ye live in death’s
territories ; yea, ye are dead ; while ye live, death
hath dominion over you, Eph. v. 14. ¢« Where-
fore he faith, Awake thou that flegpeft, arife from
the dead, and Chrift fhall give you light.” Ye
are {piritually dead, the threatenings of the law, as
the bands of death, gird you about; the divers
Tufts ye ferve are as the chains of death unto you.
! awake, ere ye be caft out of this world, and

buried out of his fight.
" (2.) The Conqueror is ready to receive you, and
give you the privileges of the fubjeéts of his king-
dom, Zech. ix. 11. 12. « As for thee alfo, by the
blood of thy covenant, I have fent forth thy prifoners
out of the pit, wherein is no water; turn ye to .
the ftrong-hold, ye prifoners of hope, even to-
day do I declare, that I will render double unto
thee.” Chrift is coming this day in the word to
your graves, and faying to you,as to Lazarus,Come
forth, beftir yourfelves, O prifoners of hope ! and
come away, when the Redeemer and Deliverer, -
who has overcome death, is calling you! Abide
not
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not under the dominion of the foiled enemy, but
come away to the viCorious Lord of life.

(3.) Be{xold how he loved the children of men,
John, xiv. 13. ¢« And whatfoever ye fhall afk in
my name, that will I do, that the Father may-be
glorified in the Son.” Why did he fight this
battle with death, but to refcue finners to him-
felf, as a prey out of the mouth of the devouring
lion ? Shall not his dying love win you, his dying
groans awake you, out of your fleep in fin? Does
not every wound he received call you to caft a-
way your fins which lay fo heavy on him? will
ye love death, and flight the Redeemer, Prov. viii
26. ¢ All they that hate me love death.”

(4-) How will ye grapple with death, if ye come
not out of your fins to Jefus Chrift ? Man, re-
member thou muft die ; the day is coming thefe
eyes will be clofed, the breath that is now going
" out and in will go, to return no more till the lait
pulfe beat, How wilt thou be able to grapple
with the king of terrors alone ? Death caft down
the man Chrift; if it did fo to the green-tree,
- what will become of thee, a withcred dead

" branch ? Thou fhalt {ind death livcly as to thee,
armed with its fting againit thee, fince thou art
not in Chrift, his victory belongs not to thee, but
the firft death will tarn thee over into the hands
of the fecond death ; and fo thou fhalt be eternally
dying, but never die.

(5-) Come to Chrift, and thou fhalt have the be-
nefit of his vi€tory over death : John, wviii. §1.
«“Verily, verily, I fay unto you, If a man keep
my fayings, he thall never fee death,” never feel
the fting of death, its nature fhall,be quite altered
to thee. O! are ye not thinking what way ye
fhall get through that ford on that Red Sea, which

ye
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e know not how foon ye may come to? Come
to Chrift, lay hold on the Conqueror by faith, in
the way of his covenant ; the fealed covenant will
be your pafs for fafe condu& to the other fide ; it
has carried all through that took their paffage with -
- it hitherto, and fo will it you. I exhort you,

2. To prepare yourfelves for celebrating the
triumph of this vitory. The faints above are ce-
Iebrating it at the upper table, ye are called to
celebrate it at the lower table: « This do ye inre-
membrance of me.” Let not Satan get advantage
of fuch as look for the benefit of this victory, to
flight the memorial of it, left they vex the Spirit
of God, and pour contempt on Chrift’s inftitution,
and give their fouls-fuch a throw 2s they will not
eafily recover, while their fig-leaf covers of excufes
will avail them nothing. Let none, however, ven-
ture rafhly on fuch an ordinance. Take heed to

our ftate, fee that ye be not the King's enemies,
{ut his friends, by your coming honeftly into his
covenant, and putting 2 divorce into the hands of
all your idols. In the midft of the triumphal
throng, he will notice the man that wants the
wedding-garment : Matth. xxii. 11. ¢ And when
the king came in to fee the guefts, he faw there a
man which had not on a wedding-garment.” Sin-
ners dead in trefpaffes and fins are not fit to cele-
brate the memorial of Chrift’s vi€tory over death.
Off with the grave-cloaths of your luits, then, that
you may be fit guefts for the Lord of life on
fuch an occafion.—Take heed to your frame; a
dead frame is not fit for fuch an occafion. Alas !
for the deadnefs on the fpirits of profeffors at this
day. O! labour to get a lively frame of fpirit,
wherewith to celebrate the memorial of Chrift’s
vi@tory ; get faith, love, repentance, defires,
thankfulnefs, &c. in exercife ; and for this end, I
VoL. L. 0] _ recommend
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recommend to you this night, to meditate on, and
take a believing view of this battle.——Confider,
‘1. It was a fet battle; not an accidental ren-
counter, but determined from eternity : Gal. iv. 4.
" ¢« But when the fulnefs of the time was come,
God fent forth his Son, made of a woman, made
under the law.” Zechariah in his time proclaims
the war: Zech. xiii. 7. ¢« Awake, O fword! a-
gainft my Shepherd, againft the man that is my
fellow, faith the Lord of hofts.” Nay, it was
‘proclaimed in paradife : Gen. ii. 15. ¢ And I
‘will put enmity between the woman, and between
“thy feed and her feed; it fhall bruife thy head,
and thou fhalt btuife his heel.” The ceremonial
law, by which fo much blood was fhed, plainly
predited that a bloody day was coming.—It was,
2. A hot battle. Heavy were the Ttrokes given
_here: Pfal. xxii. 14. I am poured out like ‘wa-
ter, and all my bones are out of joint, my heart
is like wax, it1s melted in the midi{t of my bowels.
My ftrength is dried up like a potfherd, and my
tongue cleaveth to my jaws ; and thou haft brought
me into the duft of death.” It was a bloody battle,
Ifa. ix. 5. ¢ For every battle of the warriors is with
confufed noife, and garments rolled in blood ; but
this fhall be with burning, and fuel of fire.” A
dreadful noife was here, the law, men, and devils,
crying againft the Son of God, death roaring for
its prey, and the Mediator himfelf crying with
ftrong cries and tears. What garments rolled in
blood were here on every fide |—rolled in the moft
precious blood of the Son of God: Ifa. Ixiii. 2.
« Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and
thy garments like him that treadeth in the wine-
fat?” A bloody fpoufe have we been to him.—
It was, ‘ )
3. A folitary battle on Chrift’s part. His ene-
' mies
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mies were many, but he was alone : Pfal. xxii. 12.
¢¢ Many bulls have compafled me.”—Ifa. Ixiii. 3.
¢¢ I have trodden the wine-prefs alone, and of the
people there was none with me.” All were a-
gainft him, none were with him to take a fhare;
fo thick did the arrows of death fly, that neither
man nor angel durft fet out their head, or venture
into the battle on his fide.—It was,

4. A longfome battle. He fought all along,
from the cradle to the grave, from his birth to his
burial : Ifa. liii. 3. « He is defpifed and rejeted
of men, a man of forrows, and acquainted wih
grief ;” though it came to a height at the latter end.

Laflly, There were no quarters for him in this
battle : Rom. viii. 32. « He fpared not his own
Son, but delivered him up to the death.” He
was made to drink a cup of pure unmixed wrath.
He met with no fparing, that fo, the arrows of
}leath being all fpent on him, his people might get
. m‘ - -

O : THE



THE SAME SUB]ECT‘ CONTINUED. *

SERMON X

Tearam, xxv. 8. Hewill fv);z."lm up death in
wiclory.

“7E have been celebrating the triumph of
Chrift’s vi¢tory over death, and profeffing
yourfelves the fubjects of the Conqueror, yea, the
“members of his body. If you approve yourfelves
true to your profeffion, here is the beft news you~
can poflibly hear in this world, news which may
animite you to fighting the good fight : He wwill
Swallow up death in victery.

I have yefterday handied two heads in the me-
thed. A’ third point now to be fpoken to is,
Chrift’s purfuit of the viCtory. Our Lord Jefus
will purtue the vi€tory he has obtained over death,

. till it be utterly abolifhed out of his kingdom.—
Here, ,

L Tiball premifc fome things for the better un-
derftanding of this point. '

If. Show how he purfues the victory.
I'
#* Delivered Sabbath Evening, O&tober 5. 1718.
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I. I spary premife fome things for the better
underftanding of this point. And,

1. I premife, that fin entering into the world,
death obtained an univerfal dominion over man-
kind : Rom. v. 12. « Wherefore, as by one man
fin entered into the world, and death by fin; and
fo death paffed upon all men, for that all have
finned ;” it reigned as a king,. ver. 19. « Never-
thelefs death reigned from Adam to Mofes ;” it
became univerfal monarch, fwaying its fceptre
aver all nations, kingdoms, and empires, from the
ane end of the earth unto the other. Every man
receiving life in this world, not excepting thofe
that are born to crowns and kingdoms, are born
fubje@s to death. It is the moft terrible king, even
the king of terrors ; an abfolute one, againft whom
there is no rifing up. This univerfal dominion it
got by law, upon fin’s entering: Gen. iii. 19.
_¢ Duft thou art, and unto duft thou fhalt return.”
1 Cor. xv. §6. ¢ The fting of death is fin, and
the ftrength of fin is the law.”

2. The kingdom of death confifts of two very
different territories or countries: One is the up-
.per country, namely, the finful world ; the other
the lower country, in the other world, that land
of utter darknefs, where the light is as darknefs:
In the former, the government of death is com-
_paratively mild, but in the latter inzxpreflibly hor-
rible. Here Death’s fubje&s have fome gleams of
light, joy, hope, though mixed with many forrows;
buc there they will never fee light more, nor en-
joy the leaft eafe from their pangs, which is the
fecond death, Matth. xxii. 13. ¢ Caft him into
utter darknefs ; there fhall be weeping and gnafh-
ing of teeth.” , ‘

3. Death’s power over finners by the law,

O3 reaches
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reaches to the tranfporting of them out of this
world into its dominion in the other world; it
has powerto carrythem to the pit, and fhut the bars
thercof for ever upon them. Hence we find the rich
man dying, and buried, and then in hell lifting up
his eyes, Eukc, xv. 23.; an impaffable gulf is fixed
between that miferable company and the faints
above, ver. 26.; fo that by death’s power, had it
not been hemmed in, all mankind had landed
there.’ .

4. That all mankind might not perifh, the Fa-
ther gave a kingdom to his Son, which he was
to conquer out of the kingdom of death in this
upper world 5 in which kingdom life might reign
for evermore through Jefus Chrift : John, vi. 37.
¢ And this is the Father’s will which hath fent
me, that of all which he hath given ‘me, I {hould
lofe nothing, but fhould raife’ it up again at the
laft day.” This.our Lord undertock willingly, re-
felving to fpare no expence, even of his own blood,
to recover it.

. §. Our Lord Jefus coming on this expedition,
findeth all mankind fettered with the- bands of
death ; death has feized them all without excep-
tion, faftened on their fouls and bodies, keeping
them as prifoners, till they fthould be tranfported
into the pit from whence there is no redemption ;
and his own that were given to him of the Father,
he finds wrapt up in the common ruin; fo he,
putting on a zeal for his Father’s glory and the
falvation of the ele&, encountered death in their
room, and, after a bloody battle, gained the vic-
tory. But after all this the chains of "death ftill
continue on his people, and they lie under them till
the Conqueror, who by his death has purchafed
their liberty, come and loofe them, in purfuit of

.this victory. T .
i L
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I aMm now to confider,

II. How he purfues the vi&ory, fwallowing 4,
death in vidory.

1. He loo?cs the bands of that {piritual death
under which he finds them, morally dead, lifelefs,
fenfelefs, and motionlefs to any fpiritual good. He
puts a principle of fpiritual lite in them, quicken-
ing them by his Spirit, Eph. ii. 1. « And ‘you
hath he quickened, ‘who were dead in trefpafles
and fins.” With authority he afks the grim van~
quithed tyrant, as he did others in the cafe of La-
zarus, O death ! where have ye laid him ? He
comes to the grave, faying, My word and my Spi-
rit roll away the ftone; and with a powerful voice
he cries, Dead foul, come forth. ‘Then feeble
death lofes its grips, and the dead comes forth to
walk before God in the light of the living ; and
then he is a new creature ; old things are done
away. . -

2. He loofes the band of legal death off the fin-
ner ; he ig by nature a condemned man, dead in
law, and death holds him faft with the cords of
unpardoned guilt. But now the foul, uniting -to
Chrift by faith, and fo being cloathed with his
perfe¢t righteoufnefs, having his fatisfaction ap-
plied to him, the cords of the guilt of eternal
wrath give way, can hold no longer, and fo death
is beat from irs grip of him, Rom. viii.1. « There
is therefore now no condemnation to them that
are in Chrift Jefus.” Now may the foul fay, It

is God that juftificth, who is he that condemn-
eth? The mighty Lord has burft the bars of
iron afunder, dear.i's fnare is broken,and we are
efcaped. ‘ o

3. He deftroys the body of death in the be.
liever. Still the grave-cloaths hang about the be-
liever, even ftrong corruptions and divers lufts,

the
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the remains of that death from which they were
raifed in regeneration. There is a body of death
cleaves to them, complete in all its members,
therefore called the old man, which is the remain-
ing corrupt nature, with the lufts thereof. This
Toakes them groan, and long for delivery, Rom.
vii. 24. ¢ O wretched man that Iam ! who fhall
deliver me from the body of this death ?* This
al{o is fwallowed up in the purfuit of this viory,
by degrees. For,

(1.) Itis crucified, gets a deadly wound, and
its deftru@ion enfured, in the converfion of the
foul to God: Rom. vi. 6. ¢« Knowing this, that
-our old man is crucified with him, that the body
of fin might be deftroyed.” The nails are driven
through it, and every member thereof : Gal. v. 24.
< And they that are Chrift’s have crucified the
fleth, with the affetions and lufts. It is nailed to
the crofs, and {hall never come down till it breathe
out its laft. Jts reigning power is broken, and
‘can no more command with that full fway it did
while the foul was under the dominion of death:
Rom. vi. 14. ¢ For fin fhall not have the domi-
‘nion over you, for ye are not under the law, but
under grace.”

(2.) It is weakened and mortified more and
'more, in the gradual advances of fan&ification :
Rom. viii. 14. * But if ye through the Spirit do
-mortify the deeds of the body, ye fhall live.” Eve-
-1y new fupply of grace wea{cmcorruption more o
-more. The grace of Chrift in the heartis a fpring
-that will never be-quite ftopt, and therefore will
work out cerruption by degrees, as the {pring does
the mud: John, iv. 14. ¢ But the water that [

-fhall give. him, fhall be in him a well of water
-fpringing up into -everlafting life.” They wgl:
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be like the houfes of Saul and David, while the
former waxeth weaker, the latter waxeth ftronger.
(3.) At the death of the body, the body of
death is utterly deftroyed : Heb. xii. 23. « And to
the fpirits of juft men made perfe.” There is
not the leaft remains of it to be feen any more
then ; then there fhall not be the leaft darknefs
in the mind, corruption in the will, nor diforder
of the affe€tions. When they are taken up into
the mount, they are ftript of their rags, and cloath-
ed with change of raiment, for then Chrift fays,

« Loofe him and let him go.” :
4. He dries up all the forrows of death, wipes
away all tears. David was fometimes encom-
.- paffed with them, but he is now got beyond them
ail. Death entering the world at the back of fin,
has made an univerfal flood of mifery, that covers
“the face of the whole earth ; even the redeemed
-ones walking to Zion, cannot mifs to dip their
foot in it, and that often very deep; they are
Tiable to affliGtions on their bodies and fouls, and
all that is theirs; they are diftreffed with defer-
tions and hidings of God’s face; they often go
mourning without the fun. And what are all
thefe but the arrows of the.foiled enemy, where-
with he annoys the Mediator’s ’compaxz in this
lower world 3 but Chrift will alfo fpoil this part
of death’s game in his kingdom ; "he has taken the
-poifon and ftrength out of thefe arrows already, that
- . they cannot give a deadly wound ; and in a little
‘thefe Egyptians whom they fee to-day, they fhall
fee no more for ever: Rev. xxi. 4. ¢« And God
fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and
there fhall be no more death, neither forrow, nor
crying ; neither thall there be any more pain, for

the former things are pafled away.”

5. He brings all his people fafe through the
valley

Lo
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valley of the fhadow of death : Pfal. xxiii. 4.
¢ Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
fhadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art
with me.” Death advances at length to the faint
as a king of terrors, to loofe the foul from the
body. They are ready to be affrighted at the
fight, but the waters are dried up where they are
to pafs. It ftands before them like a ferpent, but
the fting of it is gone, they can get no harm of it.
¢ O death ! where is thy fting ¢’ may the dying
faint fay ; they tread then upon the ferpent, while
they pafs over to the other fide 3 it cafts down the
body into the grave,. but their more precious part
-it cannot touch. It is like the ftorm to Paul 3 the
body, the fhip of the foul, is dafhed to pieces;
Jbut the foul, the paffenger, gets fafe to land. This

is. a noble viGory got through Jefus Chrift.
6. Now, death has nothing of Chrift’s but the
-bodies of his faints, not a foot of ground in his
ckingdom but the grave; and thefe he will alfo wreft
:out of his hand at the refurre&ion. So, then, at
-the laft day, by the found of the trumpet, death
thall be fummoned, in the Conqueror’s name, to
.give up its dead ; and immediately it fhall fling
-open its doors, and yield all up to him : Rev. xx.
:13. ¢ And the fea gave up the dead which were
3n.it, and death and hell gave up the dead which
‘were in them.” < Then this corruptible {hall
chave put on incorruption, and this mortal fhall
‘have put on immortality; then fhall be brought
to pafs the faying that 1s written, Death is fwal-
Josued up in victory.” Death will hold faft by them
‘that are his own, even when they are come out of
the grave ; but then nothing that ever belanged
1o it fhall any more be about thofe that are Chrift’s.
7. In confequence of the abfolute victory over

.-\@dx, it fhall be fhut up, and confined for the
S o ages

L%
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ages of eternity to the lower regions, the lake that
burns with fire and brimftone : Rev. xx. 14.
t And death and hell were caft into the lake of
fire : this is the fecond death.” As the waters of
the deluge, that overfpread the whole face of the
-earth fome time, were, by the voice of God, chafed
away into, and confined in the deeps; fo death,
in’its whole extent, as comprehending all miferies,
greater or, lefler, that fome time ranged through
the earth at liberty, fhall be gathered together,
-and thrown into the place of the damned, there to
prey for ever upon its proper objels, the enemics
of Chrift, the great Conqueror.—I am,

IV. To make fome praical improvement.
“This dotrine is of manifold ufe. I fhall drop a

few words from it to the profane, and to profef-

-fors. I fhall addrefs, , )
1A, Profane folk, who are quite carelefs about
their ftate and converfation, on whofe face death

is painted, in the eyes of God and all ferious per-

fons. Confider, ,
1. Ye have neither part nor lot in this vitory

-of Chrift’s over death, but are yet lying a prey to

the devourer. What elfe means that loathfome
converfation of yours? Pfal. xiv. 1.—~3. ¢ The
fool hath faid in his heart, There is no God ; they
are corrupt, they have done abominable works,”
-&c. What elfe means it, but that ye are yet rotting
in the grave of your lufts ? Do not your profane
{peeches declare your throat to be an open fepul-
chre ; the full liberty your lufts get without con-
troul, fays ye are not fick of fin, but dead init;
'your want of the fenfe of religion, your not dif-
cerning the voice of God in his word, and having
no relifh for the fweetnefs of it, all thefe fay ye
are dead. ST :

2. Awake,
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2. Awake, and come forth to Chrift, in a holy life,
elfe your lot fhall be for ever among the congre-

ation of the dead: Gal. v. 21. ¢« They which do
uch things fhall not inherit the kingdom of God.”
Chrift has fet up a kingdom among us, but ye fay,
Let us break his bands, and caft his cords from
us. Remember, if ye continue in this conditien,
Chrift will caft you out of his kingdom; for if death
thall be abolifhed out of his kingdom, be fure fuch
dead fouls fhall never inherit among the faints,
but receive their portion where death icars eternal
fway.
Jily, Profefiors, amongft whom I muft reckon
communicants. To fuch,

1. By way of caution, I would fay to you,

(1.) Beware of hypocrify, having a name to live,

and yet dead : Rev. iii. 1. « I know thy works,
that thou haft a name that thou liveft, and art
dead.” O! how many are there like fome dead
beafts, whereof there is nothing good but the fkin {
Except the form of godlinefs, and their religious
duties they go the round of, there remains no-
thing but a rotten heart quite eftranged from the life
of God, and a life full of dead works. . Beware
of this, for, with the abominable, the hypocrite
will alfo be fwept away.
. (2.) Beware of apoftacy, Chrift will purfue his
victory, and therefore, whofo draweth back, his
foul fhall have no pleafure in him, Heb. x. 38.;
they that draw back leave Chrift’s camp, and join
his enemies, and they will be involved in their
ruin, with a double deftruion, as run-aways..

2. By way of application to your cafe on the
back of this communion, I would afk you,

(1.) Have you got nothing at this feaft from the
Congqueror to fct you a ftep forward to the vi€tory,

Ypiiﬁual vitory ? Blame whom or what thou
) wilt

1;’.,

LS
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wilt for it ; a dead ftate, or at leaft a dead frame,
is the truc caufe; and therefore repent.  If thou
be mourning and humbled under it, it is°a fign of
. fome life ; purfue under Chrift’s banner, and thou
falt obtain the vitory. , :

(2.) Have ye fped, and got fome vickoty - over
the body of death? be not fecure, and fit not down
on that ye have attained, for death is not yet fwal-
fowed up; therefore purfue.—1I thall only add,

3. By way of exhortation to duty from’ this

int. :
|(1.) Be lively Chriftians, as thofe that are alive
from the dead through Jefus Chrift; keep grace '
in exercife, let not the holy fire go out; watch
againft deadnefs creeping in on your fouls, yicld -
not to it, for that were to yield te death, that muft
be fwallowed up. ,

(2.) Join iflue with the Conqueror, in purfu-
ing the viGory in your own fouls. There is a
noble Captain on your head ; under his condu&,
then, fight the good fight; let mortification be
your daily work ; while one luft remains, ye muit
never give over ; make no truce with them, or any
of therrs, but refolve to purfue thefle fruits of
death, till death be fwallowed up in vitory.

(3.) Jein iffue with the Conqueror, in purfuing
the vitory in the world, efpecially in .the places
where ye live. Do your utmoft, by word and ex-
ample, to awaken a dead world ; take care of the
young generation ; and as ye love their fouls, re-
meve the ftumbling-block of your divifions out of
their fight, which threatens the ruin of religion
in this parith; when the members of the body
are all going afunder, falling off from one another,
it is an evidence death is working in that body’; and
it has made much fad work in the land and coun-

fide already.
try%ol.- 1. ! 1, P (4.) Be-
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(4-) Bdlicve this truth with application, in all
your endeavours after holinefs. That is the true
method of fanctification, ufing the mean appointed
of God, and believing the promifed fuccefs. If
ye will not believe, ye fhall not be eftablithed.

(5.) Be weaned from the world, and long for
the day when death fhall be fwallowed up in vic- .
tory : Phil. i 23. « Having a defire to depart, and
to be with Chrift, which is far better. Were we
eager.in the battle, we would readily long for the
_day of complete vitory. i

Let all be ftirred up, and exhorted from this, .

1. To get and make fure their intereft in this
viCtory purchafed by Chrift in this battle. Come
to Chrift, and make fure your intereft in him; alas!
what will it avail you that Chrift has purchafed
this victory for you ? It would be promifirig-like

* in this cafe, if ye be raifed yp from {piritual death,
or if ye be wreftling againft the remains of it.
. 2. Carry as becomes thofe who are interefted in
, this victory. '

(1,) O love the Lord, come fee the field of
battle, where the Lord lay, and love him, John,
xiv. 13. Whom will ye love, if not him that died
for us ? . ,

(2.) Hate fin, and feck the deftru&tion and
extirpation of it; fet yourfelves againft the body
of death. Ye have here ‘What may excite
you to it, for it was your fin that gave death its
power, and furnifhed it with weapons againft
Chrift. You may encourage yourfelves in the
conteft, for victory is certain, for death is already
vanquifhed in fome fort : Rom. vi. 6. ¢ Knowing
this, that our old man is crucified with Chrift.”
Chrift himfelf is engaged in the purfuit of the

- vi€ory with you, and for you. '
3. Patiently bear your troubles, weaknefles,and
diftrefles,
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diftrefes, that hang about you, for thefe workings
of death will be quickly over.

4- Join not yourfelves with the congregation of
the dead. Bewarg, (1.) Of dead company, making
them your beloved companions, for ¢« a companion
of fools fhall be deftroyed.” (2.) Renounce dead
works, as an impiety towards God, and unrigh-
teoufnefs towards men. (3.) Beware of a dead
cafe and frame, that is, to be cold, ftiff, motion-
lefs, of the colour of clay, as men that are in a
withered, lifelefs, fpiritual condition.

Laftly, Let heaven and eternal life be the main
thing ye have in view, and are in queft of, fay-
ing, There is my reft, and there muft I be.

~
~
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THE SUITAi?LE_ IMPROVEMENT OF SAINTS
FORMER EXPERIENCES. ¢

SERMON XL

2 KINGs, ii. 14. And be tock the mantle of Elijah,
that fell from him, and fmote the watersy and faid,
Where is the Lovd God of Elijah?

Mong all the Elders who have through faith
obtained a good report, there is none more
rcmarkable than Elijah the Tifhbite. He was a
perfon altogether extraordinary. In his exercife
and expericnce he was fingularly diftinguithed.
His tranflation was a friking lofs to the church of
God ; it was, however, not irrepairable; his ex-
~ercifes were, in fome mcafure, patterns to the
people of God in after ages ; his experiences were
-powerful encouragements to a following of him
who through f{aith and patience inherited the pro-
mifes 3 and, what was of ftill greater importance,
Llijab’s God flill lived, and, as being the fame yeT-
terday,

¥ Deiivered Auguft 16. 1713,
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terday, to-day, and for ever, was to be the obje&
of hope and confidence to his people in all genera-
tions.. In.all their ftraits he was to be looked to,
and inquired after, for his prefence with them, '
and his blefling upon them. - Thus, we fec, was
Elifha exercifed in the verfe before us; for when
overwhelmed, and in perplexity, He took the mantle
of Elijab, which fell from him, and fmote the waters,
and faid, Where is the Lord God of Elijab ? ;

This verfe {hews us, - * :

1. What Elifha did. * (1.) He took Efijah'
mantle, that fell from him ; God fo ordered, that
it fell in Elitha’s-fight for his comfort, that he
might have it as 4 ‘tokemof the fpirit of Elijah
refting on him. - He-willingly takes it up ; he did
not fay, What avails the mantle now, when it is
not above Elijah’s thoulders ? No; that God that
did wonders by it before, can do the -fame again,
on whofe fhoulders foever, by divine appointment;
even fo-the ordinances of ‘God are to be prized
for the Lord’s fake, not flighted for the fake of
the inftruments, though they are not like to fill
the room of thofe that went before them. (2.) He
fmote the waters with it. - He was to go back to-
the fchools of the prophets in Jericho. Though
the Lord take away eminent inftyuments, his
work muft not be neglected, theythat are left be-
hind muft beftirthemfelves to carry on the Lord’s
work. Jordan was between him and them, as
oftentimes depths of difficulties will be found in
the way of duty. He might have boated it over 3
that was the eafieft way, and to a carnal eye the
fafeft.  But it was not the way his godly prede-
ceffor took™ before him ; therefore, having the
fame fpirit as he had, he will rather believingly.
venture on .the waters, in the faith that God:

: P3 would,

\
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would carry him through, as he did Elijah befose
"~ him. So he fiste the waters.
. 2. We have what he faid when he fmote the
waters : Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? It
is a vchement exclamation for the prefence of
that God that was with Elijah : Where is, &c.
or a moft ardent prayer for it : Where art thou ?
as fome read it; for neither #s nor art is in the
original. He inquires no more after Elijah, he
has no petitions to that faint when once he was
departed ; that had been impious ; what he had to
afk of him, he afked while he was on earth. He
does not fit down and weep, and pore on the lofs
of Elijah, as if there had been no more hopes of
ood days fince he was gone 3 but he betakes him-
clf to Elijah’s God. Though Elijah was gone,
his God fiill remained. Elijah’s experience of
good from Elijak’s God, kindled in Elifha’s heart
a furprifing defire after him, and fills him with
hope of good entertainment at that door where
> Eljah had come fo good fpeed ; for thefe are not
words of diffidence, but of mighty earneftnefs,
and ftrong faith ; as appears by confidering,
~ 3. The iffue of the whole, which was accord-
ing to his with. God was prefent with him the
fame way he had been with Elijah before, Jordan
3s divided, &c. Thele words (he alfo) fome
make Elitha’s anfwering t0 hiwfelf, and read
them, even he, viz. Elijah’s God, yet endures;
but though there is no doubt Elifha believed this,
yet that reading does violence to the points and
ftops, without regarding of which there can be
no certain fenfe of .any language ; therefore our
tranflation is preferable ; and thefe werds (he alfo)
" are emphatical, to fthew the freedom of God’s
grace,. which is tied to none, but open and free

LS
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to all that come to him for it in the way that others
received it. From thefe words, I take this.

/.

DocTrINg, That the confideration of God’s pre- -
fence with his people in former days, thould
bring the fucceeding generation to the fame
God for the fame entertainment.

In fpeaking to which, I fhall, )
1. Inftance a few of thefe experiences of God's
people in former days.
II. Show how we fhould come to God for the
fame entertainment . )
III. Give the reafons of-the dotrine.— And, .
1IV. Add the improvement.

1. T fhall inftance a few of the fweet and de-
firable experiences of the Lord’s people, which
fhould bring us to the gracious Giver for the fame,
and fuch like 3 and I {fhall inftance none but thefe
of Elijah, who, you muft remember, was a man
fubject to like paflions as we are, James, v. 17.
and to thefe I think the text leads me. Some in-
ftances of {weet entertainment this holy man had ;
fuch as, ot .

1. The God of Elijah gave him the fweet ex-
perience of -keeping warm and lively in a ver
cold and dead-generation ; fo that he was be&
when others were worft. His zeal for God burnt
moft vigoroufly when the generation was turned
moft coldrife, halting betwixt God and Baal, like
true fire that burns moft keenly in the winter- -
froft, when a chill and cold air was the only air

" about him. By the warm blowings of the Spirit
from above upon him, he was kept warm within.
‘When nothing but deadnefs was on every hand,
the Spirit of life from above kept him lively. So

. N it
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it was with Noah in the old world : Gen. vi. g.
¢ Noah- was a juft man, and perfect in-his gene-
ration.” And Lot, 2 Pet. ii. 8. « For that righ-
teous man dwelling among them, in feeing and
hearing, vexed his righteous foul from day to day
with their unlawful deeds.”

But where is the Lord God of Elijah in thefe
dregs of time, wherein profeflors generally are
carried away with the ftream of impiety from all
their livelinefs and tendernefs that fometimes have
been among them, when the more wickednefs fets
" up its head, piety is made to hide its head the -
more ? a fad evidence that God is gone from us,
when the ftandard of wickednefs makes fuch ad-
vances, and that of fhining holinefs is retreating,
and can hardly get hands to hold it up. I will
tell you two fad experiences, common at this
day.

%x.) The fulfilling of that fcripture, Matth. xxiv.
12. % And becaufe iniquity fhall abound, the love
of many fhall wax cold.” It is a time when athe-
ifm, - deifm, and immorality, make prodigious ad-
vances, and pratical godlinefs is under a deep de-
cay! T doubt if ever Satan had more hands at
work to overthrow revealed religion, and to raze
“the foundations of it, than at this day ; and this.
‘effort of Satan’s'agaifift the church, has joined
with it a moft Jamentable decay of the vitals of

racical religion in thofe that are called by the
g.ord's name ; fo that we are like to be expofed
to this furious attack, wanting the beft piece of
" “our armour againft it; thatis, an experience and
feeling of the power of truth on our own fouls:
Ah ! where is the Lord God of Elijah ?

(2.) What heat there is, ftrikes all outward,
‘while in the mean time folks are key-cold within ;

d fign of a diftempered body. 4t s not hard
) to
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to difcern feverals fhewing a great deal of concern -
in the lamentable occurrences of our day; but

how hard is it to find a man that is truly awaken-

ed to the exercife of godlinefs by all the alarming

difpenfations of our day, that is moved with fear,

and bufy preparing an ark for the evil day, labour-
ing to get the particular controverfy between God

and his foul removed, putting out of his way the

ftumbling-block of his iniquity, and fetting mat,

ters in order for the day of the Lord ? Nay, Sirs,

though fome talk in their fleep, it feems we will

all fleep together, till God’s heavy hand give us a

fearful -awakening : Where is the Lord God of
Elijah ? o -

2.. The God of Elijah gave him the fweet expe-
rience of the power of prayer: James, v. 17.
¢c Elias was a man fubje&t to like paffions as we
are, and he prayed earneftly that it might not
rain, .and it rained not on the earth by the fpace
of three years and fix months ; and he prayed a-
gain, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth
brought forth her fruit.” He was mighty in
prayer ; by his prayers the bottles of heaven were
opened, thekey of the clouds turned, nay, the bands
- of death loofed, 1 Kings, xvii. He was a great
favdurite of Heaven, whofe cries pierced the clouds,
got in to the throne, and returned, like Noah’s
dove, with an olive-branch of peace in his mouth.
Such experience of the power of prayer had Ja-
cob : Hof. xii. 4. « Yea, he had power over the
angel, and prevailed,” Gen. xxxii. Many times
the Lord’s people, when clofed up on every fide,
have found a fweet outgate, their fouls flying up-
ward in.prayer. The prayers of the faints have
been the great ordinance of the church, have fru-
ftrated the plans of enemies, and turned them
back on their own heads. : B -

ut
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" Bat where is the God of Elijah, while'the trade

with heaven by prayers is fo very low ? Alas for
the dead, cold, and flat prayers, that come from
the lips of profeﬂ'ors at this day ! {o weak and lan-
guithing, that they cannot reach heaven. Some-
times the Lord lets loofe enemies ‘on his people,
tofles them from veffel to veffel, and then the way
betwixt heaven and them was well occupied.

They had ftill fome particular -fuits lying before
the throne, and they could have giveri a good ac-
eount of their receipts. But long eafe has made

them lofe their tongue ;' fo that the experience of _
many-in that point now can hardly be named, un- ~

lefs they turn back to former days. 'There is one
experience of Eh]ah’s, which, I fear; is not un-
common among -praying folk at this day, -and that
is, a reftraint laid on them, that they cannot
wreftle with God for the averting of wrath from
the generation of -God’s wrath, 1 Kings, xvii. 3.
—9. .Such a fad experietice had" Jeremiah alfo,
betore the'Babylonith captivity, Jer. xiv. 11..and
xv. 1. 'And theugh God doth not fo- reveal his
mind now in particular cafes, yet I fuppofc that
it will be found, that thefe wholive near God,
and have the fpirit of prayer in-fuch cafes, may
" find fomething equivalent thereto'in their liberty
and confidence with the Lord, and that according
to the fubjet of their requeﬂ.s Ezek. xxxvi. 37.
¢ Thus faith the Lord God, I will yet for this be

mqmred of by thc houfe of Ifracl, to do it for

them.” .-

‘3 The expcr:ence of the feet fruits of depen-
dance on the Lord, and of a little going far, with
his bleffing : 1 Kings, xvii. 16. « And she barrel
of meal wafted not, neither did the crufe of oil

fail, -aecording to the word of the Lord.” Elijah |

faw fo very few for God in his day, that he thought
he
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he was alone ; and the Lord ftrengthened his faith
by fuch experiences. Many times God’s pcople
have had fuch experiences of the Lord’s bringing
great things abour by {mall beginnings, as the
cloud like a man’s hand, according to the pro-
mife, Prov. iv. 18. ¢ But the path of the juft.is
as the thining light, that fhineth mere and more
unto the perfect day.” Hof.vi.3. « His going forth
is prepared as the moérning, and he fhall come
unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain
unto the earth.” God has many ways of working
in the experience of . his people; and when he
works by means, fometimes he does great thmgs
by fmall means, as the feeding of Elijah, the wie
dow, and her fon, fo long on a handful of meal,
and a little oil in'a crufe ; Haman’s hellith plot is
overturned by the king’s falling from his reft one
night, Efth. vi. 1. Sometimes by contrary means,
as Elijah was fed by the ravens, who were more
likely to have picked fleth from him, than to have
brought it to him.

But where is the God of Elijah at this day, .
when what we have feems.to be blown upon, that
it goes in effe€t to nothing? Our table is plenti-
fully covered, yet our fouls are ft4ed ; our good-
nefs fometimes looks as a2 morning-cloud, it blac-
kens the face of the heavens, and promifes a hearty
- fhower, but quickly proves as a littde cloud, like
unto a man’s hand, which is ready to go to no-
thing ; yea, the generation is blinded by the means
that have a natural tendency to give light. Ah!
Where is the God of Elijah ?

4. The experience of a gracious boldnefs to. face
the moft daring wickednefs of the generation he
lived in, though it was one of the worft. This
<eminently appeared in hls rencounter with Ahab,
: * 1 Kings,
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1 Kings, xviii. 1.; his ftanding alone againft four
hundred and fifty of Baal’s prophets; whatever
was his natural temper, he owed this to the grace
of God, for when he was left to his natural cou-
rage, it failed him, chap. xix. 2.—4.; but the
Lord fpirited him then for the hard work he had to
do, that he feared nothing in his Mafter’s caufe,
AQs,iv.13. «“ When they faw the boldnefs of Peter
and John, they marvelled, and they took knowledge
of them, that they had been with Jefus.”

But where is the God of Elijah now, while the
iniquities of our day meet with fuch faint refift-
ance, while a brow for the caufe of God, a tongue
to fpeak- for him, and a heart to a&, are fo much
wanting. The wicked of the world, though they
have an ill caufe in hand, yet they purfue it boldly;
but, alas! the people of God fhame their honeft
caufe, by their cowardice and faint appearing in it.
If God gives us not another fpirit, more fitted for
fuch a day, we will betray our truft, and bring the
curfe of the fucceeding generation on us.

5. The experience of'g a glorious and powerful
manifeftation of himfelf, in a folemn ordinance,
even at the facrifice on mount Carmel, which was
ufhered in with the {pirit of prayer in Elijah, 1
- Kings, xviii. 37.—39. “ Hear me, O God, hear
me, that this people may know that thou art the
Lord God, and that thou haft turned their heart
back again. Then the fire of the Lord fell, and con-
- fumed the burnt facrifice, and the wood, and the
ftones, and the duft, and licked up the water that
was in the trench. And when all the people faw
it, they fell on their faces, and they faid, The
Lord he is the God, The Lord he is the God.”
That was a glorious day’s work, when Satan fell
like lightning from heaven, from which day, no
doubt, many dated their converfion, fome their re-

vival
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vival, and peaple there generally felt fomewhat
divine on their fpirits.  Such glorious days the
church has often had in ordinances, which have
been as a high ftream-tids of the gofpel; fo that
three thoufand were converted at one fermon, AQs -
ii. 41. :

But where is the God of Elijah, when fo little
of the Spirit’s influences is found in ordinances,
even folemn ordinances ? Here is the mantle, but
where is the God of Elijah ¢ Here are the grave.
clpaths in which fometimes the Lord was wrapt up,
but where is he himfelf? Communion-days have
fometimes been glorious days in Scotland, and
fometimes the gofpel hath done much good ; fo
that minifters have had almoft as much to-do to
heal broken hearts, as now to get hard hearts bro-
ken ; but where now is the God of Elijah ?

6. The experience of being enabled to go far
upon a meal, 1 Kings, xix. 8. ; but where now is
fuch experiences, while there is fo little ftrength
in the meals to which we now fit down ? This is
a time wherein there is much need of fuch an ex.
perience ; the Lord feems to be faying to his
people, * Rife and eat, for the journey is long;” and
what a hard journey fome may have, ere they get
another meal, who knows ¢ '

Lafly, The experience of the Lord’s removing
difficulties out of his way, when he himfelf could
do nothing at them; Jordan divided; fo -Peter
had the iron-gate opened to him of its ewn accord :
for when the Lord takes the work in hand, were
it never fo defperate as to us, it will fucceed weH
with him. Sure we have need of his experienge
this day. How is the cafe of many fouls fo eh-
barraffed at this day, that they cannot extrichte
themfelves, by reafon of long and continued de-
partures from God ! fo that all they can do s, that

Vor. L Q_ . they
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they are fighing and going backward. Ah ! awkere
is the God of Elijah, to dry up thofe devouring
deeps ? Enemies have furrounded the church, and
brought her to the brow of the hill, ready to caft
her over; wbhere is the God of Elijab, to make a way
for her to efcape ? I fhall next confider,

II. How we fhould come to God for the fame
entertainment, if we would come fpeed. There
were two things Elifha did, for the prefence of
God to be with him, as he had been with Elijah.

1. He prayed for it, fent his prayer to heaven
for it; and if we would have the experience of
God’s prefence as in former days, we mutft ply the
throne of grace for it this night. And there are
three things in his prayer, which muft be in ours.

(1.) A moft prefling fenfe of need, where he
faw he could not venture into Elijah’s poft with-
out Elijah’s God. Senfe of need makes earneft
prayers. What is the reafon we fee not the glory’
of the Lord as formerly ? we reign as kings with-
out it ; men have found out ways of their own, to
ﬁzt.comfort without communion with God; they

ve the creatures breafts to fuck at, when the
Lord’s confolations are not dropping into them.
But if ever the Lord return .to this generation,
there will be a hunger raifed in them, that all the
world will not be able to fatisfy. o

(2.) A moft vehement defire of his prefence :
Where is the God of Elijab ? 'There was'a flame of
defires after the Lord, that could not'be fatisfied
without him. Some have cbferved in nature, that
the tongue is tied by a double ftring to the heart
in man.” If fo, it feems it has been defigned that
the tongue fhould be a ftringed inftrument, to
found out only the language of the heart. Were the

' ’ heart
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heart more eager for the divine communications,
we would wreftle with God in ¢arneft, and not
let him go till he blifs us ; but, alas! our cauld-
rife prayers do but beg a denial..

(3.) There was great faith in his prayers: W here
is the God of Elijab ? Faithlefs prayers will be in-
efficacious prayers to the end; but the hand of
faith will pierce through the cloud wherewith the
Lord covereth himfelf. 14, He believed God
could do what he fought, therefore he calls him
Jehovah, and the God of Elijah, who had. difco-
vered his power in dividing the waters before.
2dly, He believed God would do it, he had God’s
call to the work; Elijah was taken away from him,
but he had Elijah’s mantle in his hand, for a token
God would be with him, as with Elijah before ;
and he was not faithlefs, but believing. So we
muft believe alfo, if we would fee the glory of God;
not only the power, but the good-will of God :
Jer. xvi1. 6. 7. ¢ Blefled is the man that trufteth
in the Lord, and whoft hope the Lord is.”

. 2. He ufed the means Elijah before him did,
for attaining God’s appearance and manifeftation
of himfelf. He fmote the waters; no maiter
though the means be unlikely to produce the
effedt, if they be of God’s appointment; and in
faith we mutft ftretch out the withered hand, if we
would- have it rcftored, and venture on the work
‘upon the credit of the promife. ,

~ Asa conclufion to this difcourfe, let me exhort
you to go the Lord Jefus this night, and wreftle
for his prefence as in former timesy and let the
confideration of God’s prefence with his people in
former times, take you to the fame God for the
fame entertainment.

To prevail with you, I would offer the follow-

ing MoTives.
' Q.2 : 1. Con-
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1. Confider, it is.too evident the Lord has for-
faken this generation in great meafure. He is
writing bitter things againft this church and land.
Herbeauty is marred upon all heraflemblies; where
the cloud of glory fome time refted, we may write
Ichabed ! Hence it is fo few are converted in our
day; and the Lord’s own children, though they get
fome food, yet they fare not fo well as in former
times. Why ? becaufe the Lord is withdrawn in
his anger. The fun of the gofpel in Scotland is as a
winter-fun, and looks as f near the fetting, at leaft
getting under a dark cloud : Ifa. Ixiv. 7. ¢« There
is none that calleth upon thy name, that ftirreth
up himfelf to take hcld on thee, for thou haft hid
thy face from us, and haft confumed us, becaufe
of our iniquities.”

2. This would be the way to get a blefling;
importunity prevails much in heaven. Were we
thus exercifed, we might get a bleffing to this
church, a blefling to this communion : Cant. iii. 4
¢« I found him whom my foul loveth ; I held him,
and would not let him go, until I had brought him
into my mother’s houfe, and into the chambers of
her that conceived me  a blefling we fhould feek
‘from him to ourfelves. Though the Lord is fome-
times fo angry with a generation, that there is
no turning away of his wrath, yet the ferious
feekers of his face will always get the blefling :
Ifa. iii. 10. ¢ Say ye to the righteous, it fhall be
well with him, for they fhall eat the fruit of their
doings.”

3. The door we fet you to.is a door where
manly have been liberally helped before you, and
the Lord’s arm is not fhortened. The faints that
were richeft in experience got them all there, and
all the fair ones now in glory, he was their God,

' that
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that was with them in life, death, and now after
death. Let the good report of his houfe, then,
make you flock about his door, for there is no
ground for that temptation, Job. v. 1. « Call now,
if there be any that will anfwer thee, and to which
of the faints wilt thou turn?”

4. Itis a door where there is nothing given for
perfonal worth. All that ever was given there
to any of the children of fallen Adam, was given
with that proteftation, Ezck. xxxvi. 32. « Not
for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord God, be
it known unto you: be athamed and confounded
for your own ways, O houfe of Ifrael I” ‘That the
moft unworthy in all fucceeding generations might
fee they were welcome, it is for his own fake;
and that cannot change.

Laftly, What will ordinances avail without bis
prefence ? Nay, they will do ill, inftead of doing
us good ; they will bring on us a curfe inftead of
a blefling; and therefore wreftle with him, and
proteft, Exod. xxxiii. y5. ¢ If thy prefence go
not with us, carry us not up hence.” The fer-
mons will be to you as an empty found, the Lord's
table as an. empty chair of ftate, when the King is -
away. If his prefence be not given you, you
will get no fpiritual -feaft ; and one had better be
at a common table, than at the Lord’s table, when
they do not feed : 1 Cor. xi. 29. « For he that
eateth unworthily, eatethand drinketh damnation
to himfelf.” If the King be away, Then there
wiil be no furniture for trials, none for the evil
day, that feems to be approaching quickly ; nene
for a dying-day, that is awaiting all of us. Now,
if ye would ﬁynd him, Seek him in Chrift,
IooK for him in the feveral means of his appoint-
ment, ftreets, courts, &c.—Put away every thing
that mars his prefence with you.

Qs THE




THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. *

SERMON XIL

2 KiNgs, ii. 14.—And be teok the mantle of Elijab,
that fell from bim, and fmate the waters, and faid,
Where is the Lord God of Llijah ? .

SHALL now,
J I11. Give the reafons af the doétrine, or fthew,
at the confideration of God’s prefence with his
people in former days, fhould bring the fucceeding
generation to the fame God for the fame enter-
tainment.

This confideration may and ought to work upon
us two ways. :

1. By way of fimple excitation and upftirring.
‘When Elitha confidered what God had done for
‘Elijah, it fet his foul on fire, inflamed his defires,
fet his heart a-longing after the Lord, that he might
deal the fame way with him. Thus the confideration
of God’s "gracious appearances to and for his
people in former times, fhould be a powerful mo-
tive to labour for the fame or like experiences.
¥t fhould inflame our hearts with a holy emula-

- tion,
* Delivered Auguft 16, 3713; afternoon.
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tion, and earneft defire of the blefled entertain-
ment others have got before us at God’s door;
for the following ‘reafons.
(1.) Becaufe, fo far as we come fhort of it, it is
a fign we are fo far off the way where the foot-
fteps of the flock are- to be feen, Cant. xvii. 8.;
and that is fo dangerous, that it may well ftrike a
nail to our heart to think of it. What is the rea-
{fon we fare not fo well about the Lord’s hand as
others before us? Have we not the fame God to
o to, the fame covenant-promifes ? We have the
ame breafts of divine confolations, as full as ever,
but it feems we have much loft the art of fucking
them, that fometimes has been our experience.
(2.) Becaufe, fo far as we come fhort, it is a fign
of God’s anger againft us, that he hath fome quar-
rel with us he had not with his people in former
days of the right-hand of the Mott High; and may
not this prick us to the heart, and fet usto our
knees ? Ifa. lix. 12. ¢ For our tranfgreffions are
multiplied before thee, and our fins teftify againft
us.” What is it but the fins of the generation,
that ftops the communication of the divine good-
nefs ? Does the Spirit of the Lord depart till he
e grieved, or the holy fire go out till it be
quenched ? Does the Lord clofe his diftributing
hand till his people clofe their mouths? or does not
the oil run while there are empty veflels to reccive
it 7 While the furious wind of perfecution blew on
‘God’s peopleinScotland, and the fweeping rainsfell,
fweeping away their earth from abcut them, the
fountain of ‘the divine goodnefs to them ran freely ;
but now, alas! through long eafe, we have got
the {prings ftopt with our mud and earth.
(3.) Becaufe we have as much need as they
had : Luke, xv. 17 ¢.And when he.came to hix.mf-
o . el )
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felf, he faid, How many hired fervants of my fa-
ther’s houfe have bread enough, and to fpare, and
I perith with hunger ! I will arife, and go,” &c.
If we be lefs at God’s door than others before us,
it is not, I am fure, for any wealth we have at
home, more than they had; it is not that we do
not ftand in need, but that we are not fo fenfible
of our need. Many of the Lord’s people have
taken little reft, when they had more than we
can pretend to; they have been very anxious to

-increafe their flock, when it was far above ours;
and when we confider how faft they ran, when
they had reached far above our fmall meafure,
thould not that ftir us up to mend our pace ? Phil.
iii. 13. 14. < Brethren, I count not myfelf to have
.apprehended ; but this one thing I do, forgetting
thofe things which are behind, and reaching forth
‘unto thofe things that are before, I prefs towards
the mark for the prize of the high-calling of God
in Chrift Jefus.” ,

" (4.) Becaufe thefe glorious examples fhould not
be without due influence upon us. Example is a
moft eflicacious incitement ; Cefar grieved when
he faw the ftatue of Alexander, and confidered
how he, at the age of thirty, had conquered the
world, and himfelf, being older, had done no-
thing : Heb. xii. 1. « Wherefore, feeing we alfo
are compaffed about with fuch a cloud of wit-
nefles, let us lay afide every weight, and the fin
which doth {o eafily befet us, and let us run with
paticnce the race that is fet before us.” How may
we bluth when we confider the ftature of thofe
before us, that have been as the palm-tree, while
we, growing in the fame foil, are like pitiful

-fhrubs ! Surely, if our fpirits were not mightily
funk and degencrate, the glorious example :‘[),fo t;lc

rd’s
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Lord’s people in former days would fet our whole
foul a-going after the God of Elijah. s
2. -It thould work on us by way of encourage-
_ ment. Elijal’s example gave Elifha hopes he
might find God the fame to him he had been te
his predeceffor. Encouragement is a notable fpuryf
to diligence, and is that which is meoft likely to
take with men. What is it which makes us that
we wreftle not for God’s prefence, as in former
days ? even unbelief, that tells us we need not be
at the pains, for it will not do. But thereport of
the godly in former days contradiéts the report of
unbelief, and therefore fhould bring us back to
God’s door ; even as when a beggar, having called
at a door for his alms, was coming away without it,
and thould meet with another that had been plen-
tifully ferved there, who would fay tohim, That is a
-good houfe, and though one mayftand long at the
door ere they be ferved, yet they give ay a liberal
alms at lcn§th 3 would not that bring the beggar
back again ? So thould the confideration of God’s
prefence with his people in former days bring us
to him for the fame entertainment. For this there
are the beft reafons; fuch as, .
(1.) Becaufe the experiences of the Lord’s
people in former days were given, and put on re-
cord, for that very end. All the experiences of
God’s prefence with his people in former days,
are as fo many figns of peace on earth, and good-
will towards men. They, as it were, ftand at
God’s door, to invite and encourage thofe of fuc-
ceeding generations to come in there for the fame
or like entertainment ; and his people do but an-
{wer the defign of them, when they come and in-
quire, Where is the Lord God of Elijab ?—Eph.
fii. 7. ¢ That in the ages to come he might fhew
the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kindnefs
o towards
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towards us through Chrift Jefus.”—Rom. xv. 4.
¢ For whatfoever things were written aforetime
‘were written for our learning, that we, through
yatien::e and comfort of the fcriptures, might have

(2.) Becaufe thefe experiences fay there is e-
nough to be had in God for the fecking, if we
feck in his own way : Pfal. xxii. 4. ¢« Our fathers
rufted in thee, they trufted, and thou didft de-
liver them. They cried to thee, and were deli-
vered ; they trufted in thee, and were not con-
founded.” The faints that have gone before us
have fpread a good report of God’s houfe, that
others after them might come to the fame door.
They have had the experience of the Lord’s help
in all the cafes that we can be in ; and whatever
be the difficult fteps we have to go, if we mark
narrowly, we will fee the footfteps of the flock
before us in thefe fteps. through which their God
has gracioufly handed them: Pfal. xxxiv. 6. 8.
¢¢ This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,
and faved him out of all his troubles.—O tafte,
"and fee that the Lord is good ; blefled is the man
that trufteth in him.” And their expériences are
their teftimony to the truth of his promifes : Pfal.
xii. 6. « The words of the Lord are pure as filver
tried.” .

(3.) Becaufe we have the fame advantages that
they had, yea, and more than fome of them, that
lived in darker days than we do. How many have
groped the way to the throne of grace, when they
had not fuch light fhining around them as we have

-to fhew the way; but, however we make the
comparifon, we have the fame God to go to that
they had, who has as much to give, and is as
gracious as ever: Jam. i. 17. % Every good gift,
" and every perfet gift, is from above, and cometh
down
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down from the Father of lights, with whom is no
variablenefs, neither fhadow of turning;” the
fame High-Prieft over the houfe of God, thatis
as well heard by the Father now as ever, Heb.
xiii. 8. ¢ Jefus Chrift, the fame yefterday, and
to-day, and for ever;” the fame covenant, for
it is everlafting ; the fame promifes, whofe truth
and mercy endure for ever. - '
(4-) Becaufe all that ever the beft of the faints
got was in the way of free grace. It was not onl
undeferved, but given over the belly of ill-defer-
ving ; and if it be free grace that opens the door,
what needy finner is there but may come forward
for a fhare ? All the love that was ever beftowed
~ on any of them, was free love, without the leaft
deferving ; if ye think there is any exception, look
through them all, from Adam downwards, and
name thé man if you can. Paul challenges the
world to do it, Rom. xi. 35. ¢ Or who hath firft
given to him, and it fhall be recompenfed unto him
again ?”

)

IV. I aM now to make fome pratical improve-
ment. And this,

1. In an ufe of reproof. This reaches a re-
proof to feveral {orts of perfons; as,

(1.) To our modern blafphemers, who reckon
the faints experiences of the workings of the Lord’s
Spirit on their fpirits nothing but the effeCts of.
imagination, heat of fancy, or fomewhat elfe.
So true is it, 1 Cor.ii. 14. ¢ The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolifhnefs unto him ; ncither can he
know them, becaufe they are fpiritually difcern-
ed.” DBut when we confider the fan&tifying effelts
of thefe operations felt on their fpirits, how by
thefe their hearts are loofed from the lufts to which
they were formerly glewed, inflamed with lov(fi to

od
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God and his holy law, and thus to delpife ¢he
world, re¢joice in tribulation, joyfully to fuffer for
Chrift, and deny themfelves to all that is dear to
them in the world for his caufe, we muft conclude,
that thefe men do but new-model the doétrine of
-thofe that taught long agoe, that Chrift caft out
devils by Beelzebub, the prince of devils ; -and
that, as their working is formal, {uited to the fpi-
tit of the natural man ; fo their fpirit is profane.

(2.) Thofe that flight the experiences of the
people of God, and appearances to and for them,
as not worth their notice, far lefs of their pains,
‘to get the fame entertainment ; and yet they did
more fervice to the caufe of Ged, by their godly
famplicity, than we are like to:do by our refined
prudentials ; and no wonder, for if a man will be
truly wife, 1 Cor. iii. 18. % Let him become a
fool, that he may be wife.” ~ A little faith and
dependance on thé Lord for light and firength,
will go farther than much carnal forefight. But
they had the fpirit of preaching, praying, and
other things belonging to the fervice of God ; and
we have the bare act of it. 'The good Lord fend
back the Spirit, come of the aét what will !

(3-) To thefe who are ready to talk big of the
experiences of God’s people, and of God’s appear-
ances for them in former days. With a whole
heart, their confciences bearing them witefs,
they are not concerned to wreftle with God for
themfelves or others now, or to put to their hand, .
in their feveral capacities, to the revival of pratti-
cal godlinefs in the generation ; but, on the other
hand, do improve it to the hardening of their own
hearts, and to the contempt of ordinances and mi-
nifters. Thefe are the genuine offspring of thofe
who built the tombs of the prophets, and garnifh-
ed their fepulchres, yet are filling up the meafure
- A - of
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of their fathers iniquities, Matth. xxiii. 29.—
‘Whence I may obferve, (1.) That dead prophets
are better liked by a formal generation, than living
ones, for they get lefs trouble of {the dead than
of the living. (2.) Such would make a brave
ufe of the means of grace that were in for-
mer days, which they are fure they cannot get,
while they-have no power to improve the means
that are among their hands. (3.) Thefe will con-
demn their fathers mifufing of the prophets that
are gone, who yet will trample on their fucceflors -
that are remaining. o

- (4-) To thofe who improve the experience of
the Lord’s people informer days againft them{elves,
to the deadening their own fpirits, inftead of
quickening them, when they look upon them. By
the fubtlety of Satan, they are thereby difcouraged
and broken, inftead of being animated, as they
ought, to feck the fame entertainment. It is the
remains of a legal difpofition in any of the children
of God, that is the fource of difcouragements ari-
fing from this airth. They look more to the good-
nefs that was in the faints, and the ill that is in
themfelves, than to the blood of the Lord Jefus
Chrift, through which alone the divine goodnefs
did flow to them, and through which it may flow
as freely to themfelves. :

Laflly, To thofe whofe hard thoughts of God
the experience of all the faints from Adam cannot
remove. So vile are they, they conclude, that
God’s heart cannot be towards them, though they
have all the experiences of former faints, as fo
many depofitions to confirm the welcome of all
that come to him through Chrift, whatever they
havz been. O lay by thefe hard thoughts of God, fo
deftrutive to yourfelves, and fo difhonourable to
God. Look among all that ever came to God,

Vor. L R if
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if ye can find one that died at his door ; if that be.
your lot, you will be the firft; but God’s word
fays you not: John, vi. 37. « Him that co-

meth unto me, I will in nowife caft out.” Beware

of bard thougl:ts of God, whatever your difap-
pointments be; if the devil can get that point
wrought up in you, he has you fair before the

wind for hell, where the fearful and unbelieving

land ; and there is not a readier way on earth than

that, to create a hell within 2 man, a hell, I fay,
where fin and forrow for fin 2re both at a height.

But here fome may propofe this

Obseétion, No other perfan’s cafe is- like mine.

Anf. And there is none good as the Lord ; he

is goodnefs itfelf, infinite goodnefs, and infinitely

good to finners in Chrift ; and that is fufficient to

fwallow up your matchlefs evil. What think ye

of Paul, Manafich, Adam ? But though ye cannot
fec a cafe like yours among all the ele& of God,
you cannot thence conclude your cafe is marrow-
lefs, amore than if ye were in a wildernefs where

ye couid fee no marks of a perfon’s foot, ye might
conclude never one was there before you. But
fuppofe the faints experiences leave you, yet the
word will reach you: Rev. xxii. 17. ¢« And the
Spirit and the Bride fay, Come ; and let him that
1s athirft come; and whofoever will, let him take

of the water of life freely.” And if your cafe be

quite new, God will do a new thing, according to
his word. Some perfon muft go foremoft in
every cafe; venture you, then, on Chrift with
that cafe of yours, that others that may be in it

after may follow, and ye fhall find a matchlefs

Phyfician for a matchlefs malady. 1 fhall only

add, i

2. An ufe of exhortation. Let me exhort all,
efpecially communicants, to feck the Lord’s pres

\ N fence
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fence and glorious appearances as in former days 3
and make this your great bufinefs, never ceafing
.till he make himfelf known, as in the days of old.
(1.) Seek his glorious prefence to the fpirits of
‘his people, as in former days. The Lord’s work.
.here is at a (ad ftand 5 cry, ¢ Revive thy work in
the midft of the years,” Hab. iii. 2. Their bones.
are in that refpet lying dry about the grave’s.
mouth. O cry for the Spirit of life to enter into
them ! Even the trees of God’s planting are be--
-come mighty faplefs ; God’s wheat is mighty wi-
thered at the root; cry for a thower of influences,
that the work within, that is at fuch a ftand, may
.go on yet, and foul-exercifes may be fet on foot

in. :
.agé(lz.) Seck his powerful manifeftation of himfelf,
to purge the generation’s wickednefs, and to make
holinefs more common and fhining in our day.
There is a deluge of profanity overflowing the
hand : Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? Cry for
. his appearance, to turn the ftream, to make ini-
. quity hide its head, and holinefs to fettle in its.
room. There is a glorious promife to the gofpel-
church; in Zech. xiv. 20. ¢ In that day fhall there
-be upon the bells of the horfes, Holinefs unto the
Lord ; and the pots in the Lord’s houfe fhall be
like the bowls before the altar ;” cry for the ac-
complithment of it, to him with whom is the re-
fidue of the Spirit.

(3-) Seck his glorious appearance in ordinances,
as in former days,—that he would beautify the
place of his glory by his prefence. Do your ut-

- moft to get him into your mother’s houfe, for it
1s 2 heartlefs houfe when he is away. We have
- beem in pain, we have, as it were, brought forth
wind, we have not wrought any deliverance i

the earth : Where ic the Lord God of Elijah ?
- Ra2 (4)
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(4.) Seek his glorious appearance for his
churches, now when they are fo low, and the hand
of the Antichriftian fa&ion is fo high : Jer. L. 5o.
‘« Remember the Lord afar off, and let Jerufalem
come into your mind ;” for your mother-church
in particular, againft which many are gathered,
faying, Let Zion be defiled. Behold how pin after
pin in her tabernacle is loofed, that it muft quickly
lie along upon the ground, if the Lord himfelf do
not appear to hold it up. Seek for the revival and
prefervation of the covenanted work of reforma-
tion, that facred pledge tranfmitted to us at the
expence of the precious blood of many of the
faints, the bearing down and deftroying of which
is like to make thefe nations yet fwim with blood.
Our rowers have rowed as inta deep waters,
where they have funk our nation, and folemnly
buried our covenants in the ruins of it : Where 1
the Lord God of Elijah ? '

Cry for their refurre&ion ; and if ye canido no
more, ye may do as Martha and Mary, that:qwned'

- their relation to their brother while in the grave;
and fay as Mary, and thefe with her, John, xi. 3.
when Chrift afked, « Where have ye laid him ?”
« Lord I” fay they, ¢ come and fee.”—For mo-
tive,

1. Confider, that the Lord’s appearances and
- manifeftations of himfelf as to his people in former
days, would make a pleafant change on the face of
~ affairs this day, it would be as life from the dead :
Ia. xxxv. 12. % The wildernefs and the folitary
place fhall be glad for them, and the defart fhall
rejoice, and bloffom as the rofe. It fhall bloflom
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and finging.
The glory of Lebanon fhall be given to it, the ex-
cellency of Carmel and. Sharon, they fhall fee the
glory of the Lord, and the ¢xceliency of our God;l”

) t
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It would renew the earth’s withered and decayed
face. If, therefore, you have any refpe& for the-
thriving of your own fouls, any pity on the perifh-
ing fouls of a gracelefs multitude, any regard to
God’s honour and ordinances, any concern for his
ark and work, feek his glorious appearance for his.
church.

2. Confider, that matters are come to fuch a
pafs with us now, that nothing lefs than God’s-
gracious appearance for us, and prefence with us,.
as in former days, can prevent our ruin; we have
all grounds to fear an aroufing ftroke from the
hand of the Lord, by means of a French, Popith,.
and malignant fa&ion, fet to raze our Jerpfalem
to the very foundation, whofe tender mercies are
cruelty ; and if we fhould mifs it, which is not
likely by all appearance, there will be a blacker
fight {een on’ this church, and thefe nations, by

“reafon of that {pirit of enmity againft the purity of
religion, and againtt all pratical religion, that has-
made fuch dreadful advances this day, that, if God:
do not feafonably ftrike in, will, through time,.
wear out the faints of the Moft High.

Laflly, Confider the glorious things fpoken of
the latter times, to which the world feems to be
advancing apace. The extraordinary efforts made
this day for advancing the kingdom of the devil in.
the Chriftian part of the world, the univerfal de-
cay of piety in the churches look like a critical-
jun&ture,  when the honour of God is called upon
to * arife like a giant refrethed with wine,” to pu-
rify a people to bimfelf, and to ftrike his enemies.
on the hinder-parts. Whatever fad work may be

«made on the churches before that come, O cry,
© Awake, put on ftrength, O arm of the Lord !
awake, as in the ancient days,” Ifa, lix, 9.-—I
fhall clofe with a few advices.

R3 ‘ 1. Stir
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1. Stir up yourfelves to repent and refornv:

¢ Strengthen the things that remain, that are ready

to die,” Rev. iil. 2. Itis high time we were bend-
ing to our feet, when the fire has begun to catch
hold of our bed of floth; we have flept long e-
nough, labour now to get and keep matters clear
betwixt God and your fouls. 3
2. Lament after the Lord : 1 Sam. vii. 2. ¢« And

“all the houfe of Ifrael lamented after the Lord.”

Upon that they had occafion to fet up another
Ebenezer. The tears of the Lord’s people after a
departed God are the ready way to bring back
their tegder-hearted Lord. Mourn over your own
fin, and the fins of prefent and former times.

3. Study unity, and beware of divifion, Pfal.
cxxxiii. 3.; be more afraid of your own than of:
other people’s fins. This church at beft is but
weak ; let us not by divifions make ourfelves an
eafier prey to the common enemy, left God be
provoked to caft us into the fire, to make us burn
together. : .

4. Lay out yourfelves for the advancement of
piety, to ftir up one aother to holinefs, love, and
good works. Put to your hand this way to hold
up a ftandard for Chrift in the world ; the devil’s

_agents are bufy, not only againft the out-works of
g Y ¥ gal

religion, but to fap the foundations of it. What
arc you doing to ftrengthen them ? To talk and

~ complain about the defeQions of the time, will

not do it, but apply your main force to advance

and ftrengthen the vitals of religion in yourfelves

and others. o S
. Labour to put yourfelves in a pofture for fuf-

fering 3 caft the burden of carth off your. back,

and let your fhoes be on your feet, your cye on
the prize; pugfue it over the belly of all hardfhips
T - : VAN &

.
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you may meet with, and you will readily find God
will be with you. ,

Laflly, Pray, piay, lift up a cry for the rem-
nant thatis left; let us meet continually at the
throne of grace, minifters and people, to tryit
with him in his ordinances, and to wreftle for his.
prefence. ’

CHRIST,

L0 }



CHRIST THE FATHER’S GIFT TO HIS
CHOSEN PEOPLE ¥,

SERMON XIIL

Ts4. 1v. 4. Bebold, I bave given bim for a Witnafito
the people, a Leader and Commander to the people.

IN the firft verfe of the chapter, there is a large
offer of grace, and a cordial invitation to all |,

* to improve the bleflings of falvation. In the fe-

cond and third verfes, the Lord expoftulates with
finners for their flighting this offer, and purfuing
after other things. Then the invitation itfelf is
renewed, and backed with weighty motives. In
all this the Lord has a fpecial refpet to the Gen-
tiles, who at that time were ftrangers to the cove-
nants of promife. In the text, there is a2 notable
ground of encouragement for finners to come to
Chrift; the very fcope of it is to encourage
them to come to him; it is as if God had faid,
- ) Why
* The time when this Difcourfc was deliyered is not
mentioned, .



\

- CHRIST, THE FATHER’S GIFT, &C. 201

‘Why are you afraid to come? behold I have given
him for that very end, to be a witnefs, a leader,
and a commander to the people.  Therefore you
may conclude, that he muft have a people to be-
‘Heve in him as a Witnefs, follow him 1s-a Leader,
and obey him as 2 Commander. Did ever any
prince give any a captain’s commiffion, but when
.he defigned alfo he: fhould have fome under him
as foldiers ?

In the text, we have a declaration of what God
the Father hath done for poor finness; and be-
caufe it is an unequalled deed, it is uthered in
with a note of attention and admiration, Bebold, I
bave given. He has made a gift to finners, a glft
fuch as may fupply all their wants, .

1. Confider the Giver; I, thatis, the Father,
the contriver and fource of the finner’s falvation.
None elfe could give fuch a great gift, none clfe
had power to make this gift. In regard of the
great Giver; then, it ought to be recexved with all
due refpe& and gratitude..

- .. 2. Confider, xﬁr gift bxm ‘that n, Clmﬁ,of
whom David was-a type : L]ohn, iti. 16. ¢« Gad
“fo loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten
Son.” This is a gift fuitable to the greatnefs of
the Giver. He gives -like a King, yea, like the
King of kings: for his glft is unfpzakably and in-
- finitely great.

.* 3. Mark the conveyance of this noble gift: I
bave given bim ; 1 have freely beftowed him. This
was according to the covenant.of grace; he was
not given againft his will. No; bhis Father’s will
and his are one, he gave himfelf alfo. 'The Father
frecly defigned him for the work, and he chear-
- fully accepted, faying, « Lo ! I come.’

4. Confider the end of this gift. For what pur="
pofe did the Fathcr give Chrift 2 Why, it was to

fupply
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Tupply the needs of the people, bothithe Jews and
the Gentiles.” But here the Gentiles feem to be.
efpecially aimed at, ver. 5. « Behold, thou fhait

-call a nation that thou knoweft not; 'and nations.

. that know not thee fhall run unto thee.” What fort -
of people. thefe were, may be learned in part from
the:ends for which Chrift is given. He isgiven, .

(1.) For a Witnefs, to teftify the truth and

to reveal the mind and will of God to the people :
‘John, xviii. 37. % To this end,” faid Jefus, « was.
i born, and for this caufe came I into the world,,
that I fhould bear witnefs to the truth ; every one:
that is of the truth he heareth my voice.”  Hence
.it follows, that they are an ignorant people, that
know not God, nor the myiteries of falvation ;
the very people that have loft their eyes in Adam;
an unbelieving people, who will not believe God,.
unlefs he proves what he fays by his Witnefs.

(2) For a leader, to. go before them as a
.Prince and 2 Captain, asthe word fignifies, and

fo the are a people that Have difficulties to go
- ) and knowmtthtxrvay,andfoﬁndm
: need‘of 2 Leader. - Heis givem,

(3.) For a Commander, to give them out laws and.
-ules. for their obedience. . This implies that they
“are an unruly people, who muft have one to keep
-them.inerder. .

There is a Behold prefixed to the text. This

ferves to ftir wup. attentjpn and .admiration. Let.
.us confider and wonder, how gracioufly and fuit-
ably the Lord has provuled for us —In thrs vcrfe,,
there. is this.

" -DocTring, That the Father's giving of Chrift to
be a Wxtnefs, Leader, and Commander to fin-
"~ mers, is a mutter worthy of deepeft conﬁdera-
¢ twn, and greateft admiration.
" In
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In. dicourfing on this fubje&, i is intended, by
divine aid,

- L. To fhew you fome fpecial fteps of God’s gi-
ving this noble gitt, Chriit.

. 1L To inquire for what this gift is fo remark-.
. 1II. What we may behold in the Father’s giving
this gift. And,

IV. To conclude with a pradical improvement.

WE are then,

L. To thew you fome fpecial fteps of God’s gi~
ving this noble gift, Chrift.

. 1. God made this gift before time, even from
all eternity, in refpet of defignation ; the Lord.
defigned him to be a Witnefs, Leader, and Com-
mander to the people; from all eternity did God
defign to bring many fons to glory ; and therefore
at tﬁl:t period alfo did he defign their Captain for
them. What isdone in time is but the execution
of eternal decrees ; eternal life was promifed us
in Chrift Jefus before the world began, Tit, i. 2.

. 2. God gave him in the morning of time, in the
firft promife : « The fced of the woman fhall bruife
the head of the ferpent.” When Adam fell, and
involved all his pofterity in a loft condition, when
be had carried sll of them oyt of the way of life,
fo that none of them could ever know it again
without a Witnefs, nor walk in it without a Guide,
then God promifed this noble gift, to make up
what Adam had loft, and to reftore to us what he
had taken away.

3. In the fulnefs of time, when he actually
exhibited this gift; when the word was made
fleth, and taberpacled among ws: % When the
fulnefs of time was come, God fent forthS his
: on,
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Son, made of a woman, made under the law,”

Gal. iv. 4. : ,

- "Then was feen that great gift foretold by Mofes
and the prophéts, thadowed forth by the law, and
looked for with. earneft expetation by the people
of God. A time it was when he thus came,
wherein the world lay in deep fpiritual darknefs ;
the knowledge of the true God was almoft totally
abolifhed among the Gentiles; they knew not God,
and the true religion was dreadfully corrupted
among the Jews. The few that remained were
wearied with the burdenfome ceremonies, that
could not make the comers thereunto-perfect, and
therefore looked for the mercy promifed unto the
fathers. -
- 4. God gave this gift in the laft time, when the
golpel was freely preached to all nations. Then
it was, and ever fince, that Chrift fet up his ftan-
dard in the world, to receive all, without diftinc-
tion, that would fight under his banner. . Thus
God gave him in rerq_& of the free offer: « He
is the gift of God,” John, iv. 10.

5. He gives him, in particular, to every ele& ~
foul in the time of love, the day of efpoufals. This
is that blefled fpot of the believer’s time, wherein
they match with the Son of God, believe his word,
. and give themfelves up to his condu&. They thus

seceive the unfpeakable gift of God ; and this is a
crowning mercy indeed! Whofoever thus by
faith receives this precious [gift, fhall receive
him over again in thc marriage-day, that is, when
time is over and gone. Then it fhall be faid,
¢ Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to
him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and
his wife hath made herfelf ready.” s Let us,

1L
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II. Inquire for what this gift is fo remark-
able. '

1. It is remarkable, for the hand from whence
it came. It was the Father that gave Chrift ; even
‘he fpared not his own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, Rom. viii. 32. If a gift be valuable
for the fake of the giver, then Chrift is the moft
valuable gift, as given by the Father ; and there-
fore he that flights Chrift, flights the Father alfo.
The town-clerk of Ephefus fuppofed that none
could but know, that the Ephefians would be zea-
lous for the image of Diana, becaufe it was fup-
pofed to have fallen down from Jupiter, A&s, xix.
353 ten thoufand times better reafon have we moft
highly to efteem our Lord Jefus, becaufe we have
the moft infallible aflurance, that he came down
from God, the Father of mercies, ¢ My Father
(faid Jefus),giveth you the true bread fromheaven,”
John, vi. 32. :

2. It is'remarkable, for the perfons to whom it
is given. Who are they ? They are men, and
" not angels ; finners, and not faints : ¢« God com-
mendeth his love towards us, in that while we
were finners, Chrift died for us,” Rom. v. 8.
« Yea, in due time he died for the ungodly.”
Men that give gifts, ufually give them to their
friends, but God gave even his unfpeakable gift
to his enemies; men give to the rich, but God
gave to the poor; he gave this gift to them that
had mif-fpent the gifts beftowed upon them at
their creation. O let us fet a mark here, and
fay, ¢« Behold what manner of love the Father
hath beftowed upon us, that we fhould be called
the fons of God !’ 1 John, iii. 1.

3. It is rerharkable, for the feafgnablenefs of it.
God not only gave his Son, but he gave him in
proper feafon} as it was with Abraham, for whom

VoL. L. : S God
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God provided a ram to be offered in the ftead
of his only fon Ifaac, who was already bound on
the altar; fo, when the finner’s neck was on the
block, when divine juftice had a fure hold of him,
and was about to ftrike the fatal blow, then did
God provide, and give Jefus to be a facrifice in
our ftead. O what a furprife, as well as a com-
fort, was the promife of him to poor Adam ! and
O how welcome to us fhould be this faithful fay-
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that God fent
even his own Son, ¢ to feek and to fave that which
was loft.”

4. It is remarkable, for the fuitablenefs of it
Ulafuitable gifts are not much efteemed. What
though 2 man would give a purfe full of gold to
one ftarving for want of bread, or prefent plen
of food to a perfon juft dying of an incurable dif-
eafe ? Such unfuitable gifts could be’of no ufe to
thefe perfons; but Chrift is every way fuitable to
the finner’s cafe : « Wherefore he is able to fave
to the uttcimoft all that come unto God through
him ; becaufe he ever liveth, to make interceflion
for us.” For fuch an High-prieft became us, who
was holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from
finners, and made higher than the heayens.” The
balfam of his. blood exaétly anfwers our wounds
in breadth and length; it cleanfes from all fin,
and purges the confcience from dead works. It
was contrived by infinite wifdom for this purpofe,
and every finner whofe eyes are opened at once
fees his {uitablenefs ; for Chrift is ¢ the power of
God, and the wifdom of God,” 1 Cor. i. 24.

5. This gift is remarkable, for the neceflity of
it: Ats, iv. 12. ¢ Neither is there falvation in
any other ; for there is none other name under
heaven, given among men, whereby we muft be
faved.” What would the world have been with-

‘\ out
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out Chrift, but a dungeon of darknefs, a pit of
horror, a prifon of mifery and defpair ? Had we
only heard God thundering on Sinai, and not God
groaning-on Calvary, then we had made the rocks .
rent, and the hills refound, with our defperate out-
cries. No mman, no angel, was able to help ; no-
thing but the blood of God could expiate our
uilt,
¢ 6. It is remarkable, for the greatnefs of it. It
is a gift without a parallel in heaven or in earth :.
% God fo loved the world, that he gave his only-
begotten Son,” John, iii. 16.. A greater gift than
this Heaven could not give, and earth could not re-
ceive. The -falvation is great, but the Saviour,
the perfon who wrought out this falvation, muft
be greater.  Many-rich and bleffed gifts God gives.
his peopie, but they are ail iittie when compared

‘with this great gitt, for along with it he trecly

gives us all things.  'When God refolved to difplay
and communicate his goodnefs, his wifdom, power,
and bounty, he made a world out of nothing ; but
when he refolved to manifeft his love, and dif-
cover all his glory,.he gives us to view it in the
face and perfon of Jefus. The Sabbath was ap-
pointed for celebrating the praifes of God for the
work of creation ;3 but in addition to this, eternity
is deftined to celebrate the praifes of the riches of

_ his grace and glory in Chrift Jefus.

7. 'This gift is remarkable, for the freedom of it.
Chrift is a gift every way free. 'There is a clufter
of wonders in the freedom of it.—Fhefe we fhall
in part notice. This gift is given,

(1) 'To the undeferving. We deferve no good
at the hand of the Lord, much lefs the greateft
good ; we cannot challenge a drop of water by -
merit, much lefs Chrift and. his grace; fo that

S 2
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God cannot wrong us, whatever he deny us. It
is given,

(2.) To the ill-deferving ; to them who deferved
death and damnation ; who were juitly lying under
the curfe of the firft covenant, and whofe demerit
would have funk them to hell. Yea, this gift is
given, - : :

(3.) To them that were not feeking it: « I am
fought (fays God) of them that afked not for me ;
T am found of them that fought me not: I faid,
Bekold me, behold me, unto a nation that were
not cailed by my name.” Chrift can fay of all
his people, « Ye have not chofen me, but I have
chofen you.” The Father prefles the gift of his
Son upon poor finners, even when they are feed-
ing on hufks, and not feeking after him, faying,
« Wherefore do ye fpend money for that which is
not bread, and your labour for that which fatis-
fieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat
ye that which is good, and let your foul delight
itfelf in fatnefs,” Ifa. lv. 2. It is given,

(4.) 'To them that were not expedling it, or

looking for any fuch gift at his hand. How was.
Zaccheus furprifed when Jefus faid unto him,
« This day is falvation come to thine hcufe,” Luke,
xix. 9. ‘
( 5?) Yea, it is fill offered to them who have
often refufcd it, who have been frequentiy bidden
to the marriage-fupper, and have as often refufed
to come : ¢ Ye will not come to me, (fays Jefus),
that ye might have life ;” but yet ftill does he fay,
« Why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?”

8. "This gift is remarkable for the unchangeable-
nefs of it.- All the-fpiritual gifts and callings of
God are without repentance ; but abave all it is.
fo with Jefus, his great and unfpeakable gift.
‘Where he once comes, he never afterwards goes

. O
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away. There is a ftrit bond of union between
Chrift and the foul, which death itfelf cannot dif-
folve ; yea, ¢ there is nothing that can feparate us
from the love of God that is in Chrift Jefus.” If
the foul cannot keep faft hold of Chrift, Chrift
will keep faft hold of it : ¢ I know my fheep, (fays
Jefus), and they follow me; and I give unto them
eternal life, and they. fhall; never perifh ; neither
fhall any man pluck them out of my hand,” John,
x..27.28. If the hand of faith be weak, he can
firengthen it ; and the Spirit of God does not
faint nor grow weary. The term of the union be-
tween Chrift and believers is during life eternal.—
_ Let us,.

HI. InquIrRE what we may behold in theFather’s
giving this gift. Much, much indeed, may we
here behold, that merits our attention, admiration,
gratitude, and- love. But at prefent, time only per-
mits me fimply to-mention a particular or two.

1. In this gift we may fee our own needs. If
our ncceflity had not been very great and urgent
indeed, God would not have given his own Son.
to be a: witnefs, leader, and commander to us;
had not our mifery been. great, and alfo beyond
the power of men and angels to- deliver from it,
God would not have provided and given fuch a
ranfom for us. This at once fhews our mifery to.
have been fo great, that none but Jefus cculd de-
liver us from going down to the pit.. The divime
excellence and infinite value of the remedy, clearly "
demontftrate the abfolute neceflity on our part of
fuch a cure.

2. In this gift we may fee infinite love. What
but love, love eternal, and boundlefs grace, could
have induced God the Father to have given his
own well-beloved Sen, even to die in the room of

: S3 - fuch
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fuch créatures as we are? Inftead of merit, we
had the very greateft demerit ; and God was under
no obligations to give us fuch a gift; his own love
then was the fource. In the gift itfelf, we have
the greateft difplay of love ever made to any of
the creatures of God ; the greatnefs of it the heart
cannot conceive, nor the tongue exprefs ; the
greatnefs of it will through eternity excite the ad-
miration, gratitude, and love, of angels and men.
. 3. In this gift, we have to contemplate a glorious
defign of “doing good to finners. All the gifts of
God are intended for our good ; but as this is the
greateft of them all, yea, infinitely greater than:
them all taken together, fo the good evidently in-
tended by it is alfo exceeding great; yea, it bears
3 proportion to the infinite value of the gift itfelf.
‘When we confider the divine dignity of the per-
fon fent, and his near relation to the Father, when:
we confider the greatnefs of the work his Father
gave him to do, and the tremendoufly dreadfuf
fufferings which he appointed him to endure, we
may at once conclude, that: the good thereby in-
tended for finners was. fo great, as to be worthy:
of the wifdom and goodnefs of the perfon wha fent,
him, and worthy alfo of the Sen of God to accom-.
olith. This was. nothing elfe than eternal life:;
Jefus, « the Captain of our falvation, was made.
perfe&t through fufferings, that he might bring:
many fons to glory.” -

- V. Let us now conclude with a pradtical im~
provement.. :

My friends, when God makes offer of this gift:
to you, flight it not, but receive it gratefully ; ac~
‘cept of Chrift as he is offered in the gofpel.- When.
Chrift on.the crofs faw his mother ftanding by the.
difciple whom he loved, he faid unto her; ¢« Wo-

" mpan, behold thy Son ! then to the difciple, “h lzie‘;
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hold thymother I’ and from that hour that difciple
took her unto his own home. So does God ad-
drefs you, faying to each of us, Behold my Son
Chrift, and take him home into your hearts.—For
motives to this, confider,

1. That Chrift is a leading gift. Wherever he
comes, he never comes alené, he brings a train of
bleflings along with him, even all the bleflings of
the everlafting covenant; for'in him all the pro-
mifes are yea and amen. Receive him, and ye
thall have a complete and everlafting righteoufne(s
with him, reconciliation and peace with God,
pardon of fin, fenikip to God, an inheritance a-
mong them that are fan&tified, and, finally, a right
to all things. If ye receive him, all things are
yours : ¢ Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas,
or the werld, or life, or death, or things prefent,
or things to come; all are yours : and ye are
Chrift’s, and Chrift is God’s,” 1 Cor. iii. 21.—23.

2. He is a foul-fatisfying gift, in the enjoyment
of which your fouls may reft. Are you not feek«
ing fatisfation, and purfuing after happinefs
but ¢« why do you feek the living among the
dead ?” Why do you fuck the dry breafts®of the
world, and the impure fountains of your own lufts,.
that cannot fatisfy ? Ifa.lv. 2. Nothing but an in-
finite good can fatisfy the defires of the human
foul ; and here it is. Here in Chrift, like Habak-
kuk, you may find a fource of joy and ftrength,
when all other comforts fail. As nothing but the
mother’s breaft can fatisfy the hungry infant, fo
nothing but Chrift can fatisfy your fouls aright :
¢ Whofoever drinketh of the water (faith Jefus)
that I fhall give him, fhall never thirft ; but the
water that 1 fhall give him fhall be in him a well of
Living water, fpringing up into everlafting life,”
John, iv. 14.
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3.3He gave himfelf to the death, that he might:
be a gift fuitable to your neceflities. He is that
bread that the Father gave from htaven; bread
that was ground between the mill-ftones, and .
baken in the oven of God’s wrath,. that he might.
be bread to you.,

" 4. Do ye not need, pofitively need Lim ? Can
you be happy without a pardon, peace with God,.
a righteoufnefs. and an everlafting inheritance
Now, there is no poflible way of obtaining thefe,
but by him. O! my fellew-finners, how can ye:
live or die without him ? Sure your own necef-
fities have a loud cry to you not to flight him ;.
your fouls, pining away in fin, cry, O flight not
a Saviour! your fouls,, truly fick, cry, O flight
not the phyfician ! '

5. Confider, he is in your offer ; you may have
bim if you. will:. ¢ The Spirit and the bride fay,
Comes and let him that heareth, fay, Come; and let.
him that is athirft come; and whofeever will,let him:
take the water of life frecly.” You fee there is no~
thing to hinder yourreceiving of him; forthe Father
is willing to give his Son to you, the Son is willing
to give himfelf, the Spirit is willing : ¢« All things.
are ready, come ye to the marriage.” Nay, it is
not merely a fimple offer, but a command : « This
is the command of God, that ye believe on his
Son.” Therefore, under the pain of God's eter-
nal difpleafure, accept of him: « He that belie--
veth fhall be faved, he that believeth not fhall be
damned.” -

: 6. Confider, he will not always be in your offer.
‘When once the Mafter hath rifen up, and thut the
doors, ye may knock in vain, there will be no more
entrance. Thus ye may be taken from the offer,
or it from you ; now, then, is the accepted time,
amd now is the day of falvation. :

. Lafly, Confider, if ye receive him not, ye are

. loft
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Ioft for ever; and then it will be more tolerable
for them that never heard of him, than for you:

« If he that defpifed Mofes’ law died without
mercy, under two or three witnefles, of how
much forer punithment, fuppofe ye, fhall he be
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of
the covenant, wherewith he was fanétified, an un-
holy thing, and hath done defpite under the Spi-
rit of God ?” For we know him that hath faid,
¢ Vengeance belongeth unto me, and I will repay,
faith the Lord,” Heb. x. 28.—30. o

My fellow-finners, will ye now take this gift
from heaven ? T am fure there would not need to
be fo much work to make you receive a gift that
. is not worthy once to be named with this : If ye
will not take it, what have you to fay for your~
felves ! Perhaps the reafons why fome will not
receive this gift may be eafily found out; as,

1. Some will not, becaufe they need it not ; like
Efau, -in another cafe, they may be ready to fay,
¢¢ I have enough, my brother, keep that tzou haft
unto thyfelf,” Gen. xxxiii. 9. Alas | many are full,
are rich, and reign as kings without Chrift ; buty
O ! would to God they were rich, and did reign.
Such perfons only reign like Saul, when God de-
parted from him. Sure am I, that if there be a
fouY under heaven needs Chrift, it is fuch a perfon.
'They who, like the Laodiceans, are rich and in-
creafed with goods, and have need of nothingy
and know not that they are wretched, and mifer-
able, and poor, blind, and naked, O how much
need had they to liften to the counfel of Jefus,
and buy of him gold tried in the fire, that they
may be rich; for what have ye without Chrift,
but has God’s curfe in it? all your gifts are curfed
to you, Mal. ii. 2. « I will even,” fays God, ¢ fend

. : ‘ (3
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a curfe upon yow, and will curfe your bleffings,.
yea, I have curfed them already,” becaufe ye da
not lay it to heart.

2. Others will not, becaufe they have not room
for it3 many have no room for Chrift; their
hearts and affeGtions are otherwife taken up. But,
O! what takes up that room ? what guefts do
you lodge in your hearts, that the Son of God
cannot have accefs ? If ye have not room, will ye
make room ? Tell him ye ar¢ content to take him,
and invite him to make room for himfelf, and he
will do it. He is able to caft out yeur idols,
and to pull down the ftrong-holds of fin and Sa-
tan that are in your hearts.

3- Some will not, becaufe they like not the o-
nerous caufe of the gift. There are many that
cannot digeft what is required of them who be-

to Chrift : « If any man will be my difciple;.
let him deny himfelf, take up his crofs, and fol-
Jow me.” could take the crown, but they
cannot away with-the crofs, or the hard fervice.
Such are to be pitied, for they are led afide by
miftakes ; if Chrift was in your hearts, his fervice
wo?ld be your choice; and you would glory in his
erofs. . :
- 4. Many will not, becaufe they have no will to.
eome under the obligation of a gift. Thus it was
with the Jews ; going about to eftablifh their own:
righteoufnefs, they fubmitted not themfelves to-
the righteoufnefs of God. This pride of heart
"Hes- often vailed under the fhew of . humility,
when all the while the foul refufes to come to
Chrift, becaufe of unwillingnefs. Well, you muft
either be ebliged to Chrift for your falvation, or
perith ; for do what you will, or fuffer what you.
will, if Chrift be not yours, you perifh. .
Lafly, Not a few will not, becaufe they think,
. + though.
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though it may do good to others, yet it can do
none to them. Who knows but this may be the
temptation of fome! this is the poifonous breath
of montftruous unbelief, that at once flies in the
face of God's truth, making him a liar, 1 John, v.
10.; and in the face of his wifdom, as if he had
provided an unfuitable remedy. Sinner, who ever
perifhed in the hands of Jefus ? and O what def-
perate cafes has he cured !, But do you object there
was never the like of yours ? 4nf. Then you will
glorify Chrift the more, if you will venture your-
felf in his hahd. Many wonderful precedents have,
you as proofs of his ability. Venture yourfelves
then in his hand, ¢ for he is able to fave to the ut-
termott all that come to God through him, feeing
he ever liveth to make interceflion for us.” Amen.

HE
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THE CHRISTIAN WEAK, YET STRONG .,

SERMON XIV.

2 CoR. Xii. 10. For when I am aweak, then am
I firong.

HE text is a gofpel-paradox, beft underftood

by experience. The Chriftian is a myftery,

a myftery to the world; the faints are hidden ones,
yea, in a great meafure they are a myftery to them-
felves ; fo is the Chriftian life. The apoftle, in
the text, tells us one of the great myfteries of the
Chriftian life, and that is meat out of the eater: «1
take pleafure,” fays he, * in infirmities, in re-
proaches, in neceflities, in perfecutions, in di-
ftrefles, for Chrift’s fake.” Chriftianity teaches not
a Stoical apathy, no man is more fenfible of the
weight of his burden than a Chriftian ; yet he can
not only bear a heavy burden patiently, (which
I believe is a myftery to many of us), but he even
finds a pleafure 'in a burden he is not able to ftand
under.

* This and the following Difcourle delivered July 13
and 13, 1713.
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under. After fenfe has confidered a trial, gone out
and in through it, and found nothing but bitter-
nefs, faith can difcover a great deal of fweetnefs
in it. The Chriftian well exercifed, may get
fome glorious fights in his trials and temptations,
that afford a refined pleafure.

1. Itis a fweet fight for a Chriftian to fee him-
feif ftanding a candidate for glory, and on his
trials for heaven, 1 Pet. 4. 6.7. ¢« Wherein ye-

eatly rejoice, though now for a feafon, if need
%:, ye are in heavinefs, through manifold tempta-
tions, that the trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that peritheth, though
it be tried with fire, might be t};fmd unto praife,
and honour, and glory, at the appearing of
Chrift.” o

2. It is fweet to fee Chrift dragging the corrupt
will to the crofs, and driving the nails through it,
for its mortification : James, i. 3. % Knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh patience.”

3. It is fweet to fee Chrift, in order to the ftar-
ving of lufts, blocking up the paffes by which pro-
- vifions might be brought to them.

4. To fee the foul out of weaknefs made ftrong,
and the devil outfhot with his own bow. This ac-
count of it the text gives, For when I am weak,
that is, when I am weak in myfelf, then am I firong
‘in Chrift ; ver. 9. ¢« My grace is fufficient for thee,
for my ftrength is made perfe& in weaknefs.”
The Lord allowed. the temptation to continue
with him till he was driven out of himfelf, and
was brought to confefs he was not man enough
for it, and then the Lord gives him’ ftrength a-
gaintt it. ‘

1. In the text, there is fomething fuppofed,
namely, that the Chriftian is not always weak in
the fenfe of the text; he has not always the due
- Vor. L T fenfe
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fenfe of his weaknefs; fometimes his locks are
cut, and yet he will go out as at former times.
It is no fmall piece of Chriftian labour to keep a
due fenfe of our weaknefs and infufficiency. When
the Chriftian is ftrong in himfelf, then he is dead
weak. If the devil can but get the man blown
up with conceit of his own ability to ftand his
ground againft him, then he has him fair before
the wind, as Peter. Hence it is_that fome will
fand before great tcmpzanons, and fall befere lefs
ones.

2. In the text, there is fomething exprefled.
When the Chriftian is weak in his own fight, then
he is really ftrong ; he baffles the temptation, he
ftands the trial, when he fees he is not man e-
nough for it. Sometimes the devil rages, drives
furioufly by temptations, perfecutions, and the
like ; but unlefs he raife the duft, fo as to blind
the Chriftian’s eyes, that he fee not his own weak-
nefs, nor the ftrength of the grace without him in
Chrift, inftead of dnvmg him off his way, he wiil
drive him to Chrift, in whom he is enabled to
ftand, fo as to come off a conqueror.” I take up
the fenfe of the verfe in this

Doc-fmmz, That when the Chriftian is weak,
then he is ftrong ; weak in his own eyes, ftrong
in Chrift.

I~ difcourfing upon this fubje&t, 1 fhall conﬁdcr
the following points.

I. What is that weaknefs, which paves the way
to fpiritual ftrength ?

II. Offer fome rematks for confirming this
point.

III. Give fome reafons of the do&rme "And, .

IV. The 1llu£tratxon of thefe will make \\;‘ay
or
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for a large practical improvement, in various ufes

of the fubjet.

I awm, then, : :

- I To fhew what is that weaknefs which paves
the way for fpiritual ftrength. . :
* 1. There is in it a holy bent of the heart to
that work, to which ftrength is required, with
an honeft defire and refolution to go through with
the work. If a man hath no mind for the work,
it is all one in that refpet, whether he be weak
or ftrong : Matth. xxvi. 41. « Watch and pray,
that ye enter not inta temptation 5 the Spirit in-
deed 1s willing, but the fleth is weak.  But the
Chriftian, however weak, .

(1.) Aims honeftly at the performance of every
duty.- Like David, he has refpeét unto all God’s
commandments, Pfal. cxix. 6.; he dares not baulk -
any of the laws of Chrift; the whole law is
written in his heart by divine grace, and he la-
bours to write it over in his praitice; he has no
obje&ion to any duty he knows to be enjoined of .
the Lord, but fays, ¢ I efteem all thy precepts con-
cerning all things to be right,” Pfal. cxix. 128.

(2.) He is honeftly refolved to refift temptation,
and mortify lufts. Thisis what muft be done, tho*
he knows not well how; he concludes, that though
there be a lion in the way, he muft be forward :
¢« I have chofen,” fays he, ¢ the way of truth,”
Pfal, cxix. 3o.; his feet are fhod with the pre-
paration of the gofpel of peace; he dares not
think to 'fail with every wind, nor to go back
and lie down in the embraces of his lufts, for
it is to be fuppofed God has fet fire to his reft
there.

(3-) He has laid his account with the crefs, and
refolves to continue his ¥cak thoulders under it,

i 2 ) at
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at Chrift’s call: Matth. xvi. 24. « If any man
(faid Jefus) will come after me, let him deny him-
{elf, take up the crofs, and follow me.”

He is refolved to follow the Lamb, though he
thould lic at the end of it, and never to leave the
way of the Lord, for all the ftorms that Satan
may raife in ity he prefers Chrift’s crofs to the
world’s crown; and what he cannot keep with ¥
good confcience, he will reckon himfelf better
. without than with it. ’

2. A fenfe of utter inability and infufficiency,
to go through with that work, or any part of it:
2 Cor. iii. §. “ Not that we are fufficient of our-
felves, to think any thing as of ourfclves, but our
fufficiency is of God.” Though his defigns are
noble and generous, he knows he has noti'ilng in
himfelf to accomplith them ; for ye muft know,
that the Chriftian’s confeffion of weaknefs is no
compliment, they are children that will not ke
it is no prepofterous modefty or diffidence, that
blinds a2 man to his own ability. But he fees
things as they really are, and believes himfelf no
more weak thant he is. 'When he looks over all
his inventory, of what he is, and what he has in
himfelf, he {ees nothing to depend upon, cither in
point of doing or fuffering. e

The Chriftian lies faireft for fpiritual ftrength,
when he is fo low and weak in his own eyes, as
that he dare not truft to any thing for his through-
bearing, that is not Chrift’s or in Chrift: « They
are the circumcifion which worfhip God in the
fpirit, and rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have no
confidence in the fleth,” Phil. iii. 3. A man is
no more weak in his own eyes than he has rea-
fon.—The Chriftian confiders himfelf as weak,

(1.) When he dare not truft to his own ftock of
natural or acquired abilities for fuffering for C'Il‘xlrlil}.

. efe
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Thefe things may fometimes. carry a man through.
what is duty for the matter, but oftentimes they
leave a man in the lurch, and can never help a
man to do any gocd thing that God will ac-
eept; and no wonder ; for faith Jeremiah, ch. xvii.

~ §- 6. « Thus faith the Lord Ged, Curfed be the
man that trufteth in man, and maketh fleth his
arm, and whofe heart departeth from the Lord.
For he fhall be like the heath, and fhall not fee when
good cometh ; but fhall inhabit the parched places
in the wildernefs, in a falt land not inhabited.”
Sece alfo, 1faiah, xl. 29.—371.

" (2.) When he dares not truft to the principles
and refolutions of his heart. Nature i1s might
ventrous in religion, when it is fluthed wit
vigorous refolutions. . The Scribe faid unto
Jefus, « I will follow thee whitherfoever thou
goeft,” Matth. viii. 19. But when the tempta-
tion or trial comes, they fall down like the walls
of Jericho ; the fire-edge foon wears off the fpirit
that is not ftayed on the Lord. - :

(3.) When he dares net truft to vows and en«
gagements. Every gracious foul will give itfelf a-
way to th¢ Lord, iut they will not truft to thefe
bands, but-to him to whom they are bound : Ifa.
xlv. 24. «Surely fhall one fay, In the Lord have I
righteoufnefs and ftrength.” If men truft to their
own vows, they will find them a forry fence, that
will go like Samfon’s withs when he heard the
Philiftines were upon-him.

(4-) When he dares not truft to. his own .en-
deavours ;: Pfal. cxxvii. 1. ¢« Except the Lord
build the houfe, they labour in vain that build it.”
A Chriftian muft be as diligent and vigorous in
his way of duty, as if he were to do all alone ; but
if he would fee the fuccefs of thefe endeavours, he
muft look for it from another quarter, as if he had

T T T 3 done
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done nothing. If the faint will not learn this leflon
otherwife, God will let him work on, till he
work himfelf out of breath, and fo lie down at the
Lord's fcet, as the church did : Ifa. xxvi, 8, « We
have been with child, we have been in pain, we
Rave, as it were, brought forth wind, we have not
wrought any deliverance in the carth.” '
- (5.) He dare not truft to the good frame he
fometimes finds his fpirit in. A good frame is
a precious ointment to refrefh the weary traveller,
but is not a faff to lean upon, 1 Chron, xxix. 13,
18.; it may be quickly loft, Pfal. cvi. 13. « Theyp
foon forgot his works 3” it is a tender bud of hea-
‘ven that is eafily nipped, as Peter at the voice of
amaid. It is 4 heavenly fire that needs continual
fupply, or elfe it will go out; if the Spirit of
God ceafe to pour in oil, that lamp will foon be
extinguifhed. y

(6.) He dare not tuen to habitual grace. Paul
had a good ftock of it, but he durit not ven-
ture to live on it: Gal. & 20. ¢« I am crucified
with Chtift, neverthelefs I live; yet not I, but
Chrift liveth in me, and the life which I now live
in the flefh, I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himfelf for me.” The
grace within the faints is a well, the fireams of
which are often dry, but to the grace without
them in Chrift ; they can never come wrong, for
it is an overflowing fountain. How quickly would
the branch wither, if it were left to the fap within.
itfelf, but the fap'im the ftock keeps the branch

reen : < He that eateth me, (faith Jéfus), even

Ee fhall live by me,”” John, vi. 7.

3. There is the weak foul- turnirig to a flrong.
God for ftrength, in the way of belicving, 2 Chron.
2X. ¥2. “ O our God ! wilt thou not judge M}i
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for we have no might agiinit this great company
that cometh againfi us, neither know we what to
do; but our cyes arc towards thee.” When the
ftrong man goes into himfelf, and mufters up all
the forces and powers of his foul, for the duty, or
againft the temptation, the weak man, that lies
fair for ftrength, goes out of himfelf to mufter up
the forces of heaven by faith.—I may take up this
in three things.
~ (r.) The weak man that becomes ftrong,
truly believes that God has treafured up in Chrift
the firength and furniture of all the heirs of glory,
for their work, 1 Cor. i. 30. % But of him are yem
Chrift Jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom
and righteoufnefs, and fan&ification, and redemp-
tion.” ¢ And of his fulnefs have all we received,
and grace for grace,” John, i. 16. Since Adam
fell, he never trufted any of the faints with their
own ftock, but has made the Mediator the great
Truftee of divine grace, that if they would be fup-
plied, they muft go to him for it.

(2-) Jefus Chrift, with all his falvation, being of
fered in the way of the everlafting covenant, the
weak foul by faith lays hold on that covenant, and
Chrift therein, for fan&ification, as well as jufti~
fication. Thus the weak creature is joined to a
ftrong God, -the empty foul is joined to him in
whom all fulnefs dwells ; fo that in this fenfe, the’
he have nothing, yet he pofefleth all things, viz.
in Chrift his head ; they are complete in him, Col.
ii. 10. ' . '

" (3. He belicves the promifes of the covenant,
and, on the credit of them, ventures on duty a-
gainft fin, and takes wp the crofs : 2 Chron. xiv.
11. * Help us, Lord our God, for we reft on thee,
and in. thy name we go againft this multitude.”

o Though
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Though refolutions, engagements, and vows, be
not to be trufted, yet a man may fafeiy truft the
promife ; it is the bleffed contrivance of the fe-
cond covenant, that all our dutics arc there wrapt
up in promifes ; and whenever we are calied to do
or fuffer, the covenant has a promife of

for it, and the Chriftian, fenfible of his weaknefs,
trufts it.—JI am,

II. To confirm this point.—For this purpofe,
I offer thefe remarks.

1. The Chriftian, when he clofeth his own eyes,
fees beft, when he trufts leaft to his own under-
ftanding, he is beft direGed, according to the
promife : Prov. iii. 5. 6. % Truft in the Lord with
all thine heart, and lean not to thine underftand-
ing ; in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he fhall
dire& thy paths”” Carnal wifdom is an ill judge
betwixt fin and duty ; and if mea renounce it not,
and fingly give themfelves up to the divine condut,
they will be ready to ftumble at noon-day : 1 Cor.
jii. 20. « The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the
wife, that they are vain.” Lot lifted up his eyes, A-
braham clofed his, and left his choice to his Lord,
Gen. xiii. 9. 10. This is the reafon why godly
fimplicity oftentimes carries men well through,
while carnal policy leads men into the ditch ; and
weak fhrubs ftand, while lofty cedars are blown
over, that God may ftain the pride of all glory.

2. When he ventures on the: difficulties in the
way of dutt{, not knowing how to remove them,
he gets beft through. ‘This was the cafe with
Abraham, when called to offer up his fon, Gen.
xxii.; but when hejwent down to Egypt, there was
a difficulty in the way, which he would not leave
to the Lord to.remove, but fell on ways and means

Lt og
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of his own, and came off fhamefully, Gen.
xxii. ; overfaft, overloofe in this refpe&, 1 Cor.
. 1ii.16. ¢« For the wifdom of this world is fool-
ifhuefs wich God, for it is written, He taketh
the wife in their own craftinefs.” A little
faith is more valuable than much carnal forefight.
Leave difficulties in the way of duty on the Lord,
if ever you would get fafe through them: Pfalm
xxxvii. §. ¢ Commit thy way unto the Lord, truft
alfo in him, and hé fhall bring it to pafs.” .

" 3. The Chriftian foldier fAights beft, when the
violence of the enemy fets him to his knees. Paul
experienced this, when. he befought the Lord
thrice, and got 2 gracious anfwer 3 and fo he re-
commends it to others, 2 Cor. xii. 8. ¢« Praying
always (fays he) with all prayer,” Eph. vi. 18. It
was in this laft pofture that Jacob, got the notable
vitory, Gen. xxxii. 24. Hence it is faid of him,
Hof. xii. 4. * Yea, he had power over the angel,
and prevailed ; he wept and made fupplication une
to him: he found him in Bethel, and there he {poke
with us.” Did temptations and troubles fet ug
to our knees, the devil would be outfhot. Did
the threats of the ememies at this time, but caft
profeflors out of their beds of floth down to_their
knees, the Lord’s work would quickly triumph’
over the enemies of it. - : o .
. 4. The lower the foul lies, it is the nearer the
throne above: Ifa. lvii. 15. ¢ For thus faith the
high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whofe
name is holy, I dwell in the high and holy place,
with him alfo that is of a contrite and humble
fpirit, to revive the {pirit of the humble, and to
revive. the heart of the contrite ones.” A man
will get a better view of the ftars from the bottom
of a deep pit than from the top of a mountain,
The foul is never nearer the divine communica-
tions,
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tions, than when fhame and bluthing make him

" ftand afar off with the publican, fmiting on his
breaft. The foul in that cafe will get the kindly
invitation, Come up hither ; -when the felf-conceit-
ed prefumptuous finner, will hear, Go down yon-
der.

- §. The duty a Chriftian is called to, and fees
himfelf moft unable for, he performs beft.. Peter,
when he thought himfelf well buckled for a con-
feflion for Chrift, denied him at the voice of a
filly maid ; but when he had better learned. the
duty of felf-denial, he boldly ftood upon defence;

© A&ts, iv. 13. A man had better be in the dark,

then walk in the light of his own fparks. A
Chriftian never goes fo' alively through a duty,
as when he leaves his own furniture for it behind
him, throws. it down in point of confidence, and
takes up the promife. '

"+ 6. Fhe temptation that teo a man is moft con-
temptible, is moft dangerous: Prov. xxviii. 14.
¢Happy is the man that feareth always; but he
that hardeneth his heart, thall fall into mifchief™”
Msmy times the devil’s wounded men do more
exccutiony than his formidable army fet in battle-
array. Lot kept his ground in Sodom, when

- among a company of incarnate devils, but fell
foully when he thought himfelf in no hazard in
the cave. If ye would ftand, ye muft never def-
pife the meaneft, nor think the greateft tempta-
tion infuperable. The meaneft is too hard for
you, the ftrongeft too weak for the firength that
you may have in your God.

9. The Chriftian- that ftands before. the Lord
with trembling legs, is the mecteft to take up
Chrift’s crofs, and will bear it beft. He that dare
fay leaft, is the man that will do moft: Ifa. xL

’ \\. .. 30.
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30. 31. % Even _the youths fhall faint and be
weary, and the young men fhall utterly fall ; but
they that wait upon the Lord, fhall.renew . their
ftrength ; they fhall mount up with wings like
eagles; they fhall run and not be weary, . and
they fhall walk and not faint.” He that ven-
tures on the hour of trial, merely with a Ro-
man courage or natural brifknefs of fpirit, has
-but a weak reed to lean to. There is none more
likely to be a difgrace to religion, than the pre-
fumptuous felf-confident profeflor, that wants
nothing to fupport the caufe of God, in the
time of trial, but only other profeflfors hearts
like his heart. The beft and fureft backing
Chrift will have, will be from thofe that tremble
when he fhall roar like a lion, Hofea, xi. 10. fee
alfo Ifa. xxxv. 4.—6: :

8. The Lord’s people thrive beft, when they
have nothing but from hand to mouth. The
moft enriching time they have, is when felt needs
are always driving them to God’s door, and ma-
king them hang on about his hand: Rom. v.
3. 4. “ Knowing that tribulation worketh patience,
and patience experience, and experience hope.”
7The Chriftian that has moft trials, has moft
experiences. Many battles afford variety of
fpoil to the Chriftian foldier; and a tract of
fmoothnefs in a man’s lot, is ordinarily a dead
time with the Chriftian, as to trading with hea-
ven; he has not much outgiving, and has as
little income. When David going againft Go-
fiath, got on Saul’s armour and drefs, 1 Sam.
xvii. 38. he could not go with them; but when
he had nothing but the ftaff, and the bag of ftones
out of the brook, he went freely, and_ fucceed-
ed. :

As
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As the fire burns moft vigoroufly m a keen
froft, fo faith alts moft vigoroufly when it has
nothing, to animate it but the naked word of
{romi e. But when all is- laid to a perfon’s

and as they would with, faith is fo clogged
that it cannot readily go with them,

THE
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SERMON XV.

2 Cor. xii. 10. For when I am wedk, then am I’
Srong.

Y E now proceed,

1II. To give fome reafons of the do&rine,

or thew, That when the Chriftian is weak, then
he is ftrong; weak in his own eyes, ftrong in
Chrift. : )

- Among -other reafons ‘which might be affigned,
we fhall mention the following.

1. Becaufe he who is thus weak will not enter
en difficulty but when he is called to it ; and God’s-
call to his people for any piece of work implies a
promife of ftrength : Pfal. xci. 11. .« For he fhal]
give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in
all thy ways.” Self-confidence is venturous, thinks
‘nothing too high for the man. Hence, he does
not ftay till he be led, but runs into temptation
no wonder than he comes foul off, like Peter in
the devil's ground, the High-Prieft’s hall. But.
the firft thing the weak man does, is to be fure of
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his call, knowing there can be no ground for con-
fidence without it. And he will not be over foon
fatisfied with it, but ponders the path of his fect,
Prov. iv. 26.

2. He is driven out of himfelf to the Lord
Chrift, thé fountain of ftrength : ¢ Blefled is the
man whofe ftrength is in the iord,” fays the Pfal-
mift, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 5. I will go in the ftrength
of the Lord God,” Pfal. Ixxi. 16. He leaves the
rotten ground of felf-confidefice, and trufts in him
that raifeth the dead, that calleth things that are
not as though they Were, and out of the mouths
of babes peffe&ks praife. The power of Heavenis
engaged in his favour; he believes, therefore is
not left to be athamed. This is a fure way for
ftrength: For,

(1.) 1t lies on the honour of God, to ftrengthen
the foul that depends upon him alone, according
to his word, and that in point of his- veracity;
God’s word of honour is good fecurity ; alfo in
point of his goodnefs and gracious nature. Truft
répoled in a generous man is a ftrong tie upon him
in favour of the party trufting him.  And I think
there is much in that word, Jer. xxxix. 18. ¢ For
I will furely deliver thee, becaufe thou haft put
thy tfuflt in me, faith the Lord.” Lot would ra-
ther that any evil that was to come fhould have
fallen on himfelf and family, than on his guettss
the reafon is in thele words : ¢« For therefore came
they under my roof,” Gen. xix. 8. Humanity
teaches people to preferve the life of a little bird,
that flies into their bofom to be preferved from
a ravenous bird. And they that take Ruth’s way
may be fure of the bleffing fhe got: Ruth, ii. 12.
 The Lord reeompence thy work, and a full re-
ward be given thee of the Lord God of Ifrael,
under whofe wings thou art come to truft.”

@)
™~

e



THE €HRISTIAN WEAK, YET STRONG. 231

(2.) Becaufe it fweetly anfwers to the grand de-
vice of God touching the fan&ification of finners.
For, (1.) The trealures of fan&ifying grace are
all faid up in Chrift, ¢ who of God is made unto
us fanétification,” 1 Cor. i. 30. and from him all
gracious influences are to be derived : ¢ Out of his
~ fulnefs we are to receive, and grace for grace,”
John, i. 16. Accordingly the finner comes te
him, as the famithed Egyptians to Jofeph. (2.)
They are to be derived from him by faith according
to our needs; this is the appointed mean for eon-
veyance of grace and ftrength from Chrift, Gal.
ii. 20. Accordingly the foul believes, that is,
trufts in him for fupply. MNow, when the foul
takes God's own way for ftrength, how can it
mifs it ?

ag.) Becaufe the glory of God’s graee appears
beft in fuch a cafe. 'Thus it was with.Paul, to
whom God faid, ¢ My grace is fuflicient for thee, "
for my ftrength is made perfe@ in weaknefs.”
‘When Chrift cured the blind man, he anointed his
eyes with elay. Thegrace of God works beft alone 5
and therefore the Lord, to ftaig pride, and prevent
men from facrificing to their own net, brings them
very low before he 'ar}l)gars to work for them, that
his work may be wonderful, Deut. xxxii. 36.

Lapily, Becaufe in that cafe the grand ftep of
divine communications is removed s the veflel is
empty, and fo the oil runs. 8clf-confidence is
diametrically oppofite to the grand device of fanc-
tification revealed in the gofpel. That-a man
thould truft himfelf, was the fundamental maxim
of the Pagan morality, but revealed religion plainly
overturns it : Prov. xxviii. 26. « He that trufteth
in his ewn heart is a fool.” It is pralically fet
up in the hearts of all men by nature, but graee
overturns it : Matth. xvi. 14. ¢ If any man (faith

U 2. Jefus)
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Jefus) will come after me, let him \deny himfelf>
and take up his crofs, and#follow me.”

IV. I aM now to make fome practical improve-
ment of this fubjeét,

1/, In an ufe of information.

1. Learn, that they who werenever carried off their
own bottom for fanQification, have their religion
yet to begin. Itis a fundamental error in practice,.
for men to think, that though they need the righ-
teoufnefs of Chrift for juftification, yet they need
" “but a&tivity and diligence with their natural powers
for holinefs. This is as abfurd, according to the
{criptures, as to fay the cripple needs but to ply
his limbs, and fo {hall be cured. It is an evidence,
~—(1.) That thou haft never got a’view of the cor-
ruption of nature, the plague of thine own heart;
thy plague is in thy head.—(2.)- That thou haft
never feit the need of Chrift for ali his falvation,
yea, for the principal part of it, that is, fan&tifi-
cation, which is the great defign of the whole my-
ftery of the goipel of Chrift. And,—(3.) That
therefore felf has yet Chrift’s room in thy heart.
- Thou a&eft from thyfelf, and confequently to thy-
felf, and fo art rejected of God in all that thou doft..

2.. We are taught, that they make foul work at
‘communions, who,
_ (1.) Bind themfelves to the Lord for work, but
lay not hold on the everlafting covenant forftrength..
I will not deny but the facrament is a feal of our
engagenient to the Lord; but, accerding to tke
fcripture, it is mainly a feal of God’s full covenant
to believers, as appears from the words of inftitu~
tion ; and therefore I think the main work of a
communion-occafion is that Chriftians receive a full
Chrift, lay hold on a full covenant, fuited to all their
: _ ) needs,
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needs, and be’ no more faithlefs, but believing: .
They miftake alfo, ; .

(2.) Who. come to that erdinance without a
deep fenfe of their wants, weaknefs, and imper-
fe&kions. They who would have any thing at
Chrift’s door, fthould be very fenfible of their rank
poverty at home : Luke, i. §3. « He hath filled
the hungry with good things ; and the rich he hath
fent empty away.” They fhould be capable to la
their fingers-on their fores; and tell what ailet
them.—~Thofe miftake alfo, .

(3.) Who are at no pains te prepare for that or- -
dinance, and to bring ftrength from heaven for the
management of it: « Without me (fays Jefus) ye -
can do nething,” Jehn, xv. 5.; if nothing, how
will they of themfelves manage fuch a great and-
folemn work ? therefore they have much ne¢ed of
intercourfe with heaven by faith and prayer.— -
Thefe err, s '

(4.) Who depend upon their own ‘preparation. -
It is hard work to prepare the heart for a commu- -
nion ; but it is harder to be denied to ity and truft'.
nothing te it when we have prepared. Itis hard to .
be wreftling with an ill heart, till it be brought to .
fome tolerable frame; but harder. to truft all to -
frec grace. - R . '

3. We may. learn that none are fo ready to be a -
prey to the devil as the prefumptuous, felf-confi- -
dent finner... This is a train which, when laid for
a.man, will quickly blow him up. The poor trem-
bling faint will keep his feet, when fuch an one’s
bent baw will quickly break.—In a word, we may .
conclude, - \

4. That the beft way to ftand is to be much in -
the work of undermining our felf-confidence,. 3nd .
razing the grounds. of it, fhoveling away the mire
in whieh that flag grows; -we would thus be

, ) U3 brought
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brought into firm ground, and would grow up
into Chrift.——I now proceed to, .

2dly, An ufe of comfort. This is comfortable to
humble fouls, ‘

(1.) In the cafe of the church of God. This
church is very weak at this day ; fhe is weakened
by mifchiefs eftablifhed by laws, by divifions, but,
above all, by the provocations of her members a-
gainft the Lord ; fhe is caft into a decay of true
tendernefs, and praQical godlinefs; fhe is far gone
on in it ; fhe has mahy enemies powerful and fub~
tile, and there are few to ftand againft them, a
weak company, weak heads, hearts, and hands;
never fewer, perhaps, of the Nobles and gentry of
Scotland to take her by the hand, than at this day.
But it is very like fhe will be weaker yet, ere fhe
recover ftrength, and many fhe trufts to now will
leave her, that her army, like Gideon’s, may be
brought to a fmall remnant, ere the tents of Midian'
fall. But the farther the arm of fleth goes ‘from
‘the church of God, the nearer is the arm of God’
drawing to her. There is comfort,

(2.) In your own cafe. It is no doubt the per--
plexing quefticn of ferious fouls, How will I go
cleanly through ? Religion is no eafy work at any

- time, but it is like to be harder than ordinary in.
our time. How will we get the Lord’s way kept ?
Chrift’s crofs born ? If we faint at little trials,
what fhall we do under greater ones ? But remem-
ber, when you are weak, then are you ftrong.—I
fhall only add, )

" 3dly, An ufe of exhortation. I exhort you to
‘keep up a due fenfe of your own weaknefs, and
sruft for your through-bearing in the Lord.

(1) Keep up a fenfe of t:%e weaknefs of your

~~Reads, and lean not to your own underftanding in
. ~~she poiat of fin and duty ; but be much hangoing
. about

-

. . 1
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about the Lord’s hand for light to clear your mind
as to the way in which you are to walk.

(2.) Keep up a fenfe of the weaknefs of your
hearts, and depend not upon your own ftrength for
carrying you on in the way of duty when known,
but go to the Lord for ftrength. In order to pre~
vail with you, I mention the following MoTivEs.

- [1.] This is neceflary, to evidence your fince~

rity in what you have been doing. You have
been taking a guide, profefling yourfelves inca-
pable to guide yourfelves, and a fupporter, be-
caufe you are unable to fupport yourfelves. Ho-
nour him, follow him, and depend upon him.

[2.] You will have need of ftrength ; be fure

- you will be tried ; public trials feem to be abiding
us, private trials you may lay your account with.
particularly ; Satan is‘'moft bufy at fuch a time.

[3.] You will never get through in your own
ftrength 3 you have no reafon to truft to yourfelves, -
whatever lee prefent frame and purpdfes of your
hearts be. For, 1/, Many fad inftances Kavc'
been of thofe who have got the flip of their own’
hearts, that thought they had as good reafon to be
confident as you, that they would never go back ;.
witnefs Noah, Lot, David, Solomon, -and Peter,
2dly, Many that pretend fair are real nothings.
‘We have need the Lord would hold the glafs be-
fore our eyes, that we may fee ourfelves, our
ftate and frame. 3dly, The beft have very deceit-
ful hearts: Jer. xvii. 21. ¢« The heart is deceitful :
above.all things, and defperately wicked, who can
know it ?” And it is a general maxim, ¢ He that -
trufteth in his own heart is a fool,” Prov. xxviii. -
26. We are very much unacquainted . with our-
felves, with our own hearts, we know not what
manner of fpirits we are of,- Luke, ix. §5. The-
root of wickednefs lics within us. . -

: WIj,
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Laftly, Keep up the fonfe of your weaknefs, and
" truft to the Lord alone, and you will be firengthe
ened with all might, fo that'you can do all things
through Chrift that firengtheneth you, Phil. iv. 13.

. I hall offer fome confiderations to imprefs this -
on your fpirits,

1. You will have need of ftrength, if you in--
tend to reach heaven. Indeed, if you have taken -
your laft fight of Immanuel’s land, and' have no -
mind for the Lord’s work, but to- turn your back -
on his way, and go with the ftream, you may fit
at your own eafe, Satan will fee to your fwift pro-
grefs, and wilhnot leave you till he have you caft
' mta the aven of God’s wrath.  But etherwife you -
muft %c: againtt, the ftream, and you. muft have.
firength :.

(?.g) Strength for the duties of. religion, and -
thefe are as large as the law, which is the rule of -
duty, and it is.exceeding broad. Thou muft now
fet thyfelf to internal and external obedience, thy:

to God and man; give the obedienee of -
heart, lip, and life 5 thou muft be univerfal in -
obedience, otherwile thou art. hypacritical in it, .
apd fo rejefted ;.thou muft have an hely conver-
fation ; thine eye muit ever be on the Lerd, and-
his holy law ; holinefs muft go through all your:
aflions, religious aétions, your civil and: na--
tural attions. « Whether you- eat or drink, or:
whatfoaver you do, do all to the glory iof God 3" °
and furely for ail this you need ftrength, -

(2.) Strength for temptations. You muft now -
relolve to-enter the lifts with a fubtile devil,. that :
has now more than five thoufand years experience -
in the art. of tempting. How will you ftand 2.
‘With his agents in the world, he will g t againft
you with tongue, feet, and hands, and that toe
may be cre long ; aud your molt dangesous cnemy

. is
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is within : ywu have innumerable tempters Wwithin

ou: jam.d. 14. * Every man is tempted, when
ZC is drawn away of his own luft, and enticed.”
There are many fnares in the world, but none fo
dangerous as the corruption that is within each of
our own hearts ; this will ever be ready to’break
out, and embrace its friends whenever they come
near.

(3.) Strength for the crofs. Have yo{n engaged
with a crucified Chrift 2’ You muft take up your
crofs, and bear it ; and this will require ftrength,
(1.) To bear -your every day’s crofs. Go times
as they will, you will find every day will have the
evil thereof. (2.) Your holiday’s crofs, in the
church’s ‘troubles : ¢ Thou haft (fays Jeremiah)

"called, as in a folemn day, my terrors round a-
bout,” %ag: ii. 22. and how heavy that may be;
we knov‘,(; but if the devil’s time be thort, he will
be fure to havé great- wrath. 'We have had a
cheap religion of it for many years, and therefore
it has got many cuftomers ; but if the after reckon-
« ing were come, which feems to be making hafte,
it 18 to be feared that many of us will throw it
down again, and fay, We never intended to have
it at that rate.” - _ S

2. You have no ftrength in yourfelves anfwer-
.able to that work ; and therefore, without doubt,
you will never be able of yourfelves for.the leaft
of it: 2 Cor. iii. §. ¢« Not that we are fufficient
of ourfelves to think any thing as of -ourfelves ; but
:}:" {ufficiency is of God.” Two things evidence

is. .

(1.) Our ftock of ftrength was fpent ere ever
it came to our hands. - The firft Adam got it,
Ecclef. vii. 29.- God hath made man upright, and
he by falling left us without ftrength, Rom. v. 6.
And thus the unregenerate world lies in wickcz_l,-

nefs,
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nefs, unable to recover themfelves, tnt are held:
eaptive by Satan in chains of lufts, net to be bro-
ken by the power of nature. A v
(2.) Though, fince Adam fell, God has given
ftrength to his people, yet fince that time God
never trufted any mere man with his own ftock
of firength ; but he has put a common. ftock of it
into the hand of the Mediator, to be diftributed by
him according as the duties of his people require, .
and as they make application to him for.it; and .
no man can come, faying with.the younger bro-.
“ther, Luke, xv. 12. & Give me the. portion of °
goods that faleth to me,” intending to fet up and-
ftand by himfélf. But he muft.come to ftay at
home, and receijve his daily provifion at his Father’s -
table, and out of his hand, according te his ne-
ceflities. The belicver, being fift by faith united
to Chrift as the head: of influences, wherein all
fulnefs dwells, muft depend on him as the mem-
bers on the head, the branches on the ftock, and.
by faith derive ftrength from him contigually, .
which cannot be, but under this fenfe of weaknefs -
which we prefs upon you, jJohn, i. 14. 1 Cor. i,
3e. John, vi. 57. Therefore I fay-confidently,.
that, be ye faints or finners, ye have nothing in
you to truft for the work of religion, if it be not
Chrift in you ; and, be your ftock always what it,
will, itis‘a very weak one, and you muft not truft-
toit. - ' :
Lgfly, You fhall get enough of firength in
— Chrifts”1f you take this way to it, living, and going
out of yourfelves, under a fenfe of utter weaknefs, :
to the Lord Chrift, as the head of ftrengthening
influences. If you afk, What is that? I.anfwer,
It is the foul’s difcerning an utter inability in it-
felf for any.{piritually good action, but witha} be- .
leving that God has treafured up fufficient ftrength
in.

LY
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in the Mediator, to be communicated to thofe that
dre his, and therefore embracing a full Chrift forall,
as held forth in the everlafting covenant ; and thea
venturing on duties; watching againit temptations,
and taking up the crofs, upon the faith and credit of
the promifes of the covenant, trufting that they thall
be made out to him ; which truft may be weaker
or ftronger, but according to the ftrength of it, fo
is the income of ftrength to the foul. In this way
the weak go from ftrength to ftrength. Thus fhall
you be héid to go through the moft difficult du-
ties, acceptably, though not perfetly, to ftand a-
- gainft the firengeft temptations; to mortify the
moft powerful lufts, and to bear the heavieft
croffes. - This has, made Chriftians attain to an
-eminent pitch of holinefs, and made confeflors
arid martyrs, joyfully to embrace a ptifon, banith-
ment, a gibbet, a fire, and the moft cruel torments
enemies could invent. The more you are emptied
of yourfelves, placing yout confidence in the Lord,
the more -will you be ftrengthened with might in
the inher man ; and when you fhall be perfeQly
unfelfed, if we may fo exprefs ourfclves, fo that
. there fhall be no more of it to marr the commux
nication betwixt Chrift and you, then you fhall be
perfectly holy, and fet above the reach of all evil 5
but becaufe we are not perfectly divefted of felf-
confidence in this world, therefore we do not here
arrive at perfeét ftrength.  But all the faints, how-
ever, will give their teftimony, that when they ane
aveaky then they are firomg. Amen.

THE
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.

SERMON XVL

MaT. xx. 6. Whky fland ye kere all the day idle?

IN the begining of this chapter, Chrift fpake 2

parable concerning the kingdom of heaven, the
fcope of which is to fhew, that thofe who, by con-
ceit of themfelves and their. aQings for God, do
place themfelves among: the firft and chief fa-
vourites of heaven, fhall be. rejeéted of God, and
treated as the laft; they fhall receive the laft of
Heaven’s favours; while they who, through a
feeling fenfe of unworthinefs, dare not make fuch’

. advanees, fhall be brought forward from among

the laft, where they placed themfelves, and ad-

.. vanced to the firft rank, where they fhall be placed

of God, who gives heaven as a gift to them that do
not plead for it as a debt. This is plain from the
occafion and conclufion of this parable: The

vineyard

¢ Delivered, Faft- day, Auguft 19. 1713,

AN
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vineyard is the chusch; the houfeholder is Chrift,
whofe vineyard it is; his going out at feveral hours
is the call of the gofpel at feveral times, coming
to fome fooner, to others later ; the market-
lace is wherever the gofpel comes. Our text is
a pithy expoftulation with thofe that are ftanding
. there idle, even at the eleventh hour, within an
hour of fun-fet; according to-that, ¢« Are'there not .
twelve hours in the day ?” They are idle, in fo
far as they are not taken up about their work for
eternity. Our text, you fee, is a clofe application ;
the nature of this day’s work requires it; .and I
hope you will not tl)m'i,nk we mifapply it, if we
apply it to you. Every word in it has its parti-
cular weight.—The -folowing inquiries arc fug-
- gefted from it. '

I. WHy are ye idle? What reafon can ye give
for your being idle ? :
II. Why are ye idle, more¢.than fome others ?
III. Why fand ye idle 2.
© IV. Why bereidle ? :
V. Why idle in-the day ?
VI. Why idle all the day ?

WE fhall attend to thefe inquiries in theirorder.

I Why are ye idle? If ye deny the charge,
there are two things at leaft, which muft be yielded
to by moft, if not all of us.

1. ‘Ye have been very bufy doing nothing; but
it is better, they fay; to be idle than doing nothing.
- 'What is it that moft of us are bufy about, but no-
thing ? Prov. xxiii. 5. ¢« Wilt thou fet thine eyes
- upon that which is not, for riches certainly make
" themfelves win? they fly away as an cagle te-

wards heaven ;” that which is nothing for our
“fouls, nothing for a-blefled eternity. Indeed man
Vor. L. ) X is
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is a laborious creature; the life of the greateft flug-
gard is a continued fucceflion of a&ions ; the foul
of man is like a watch that goes as faft when it -
goes wrong, as when it goes right. But, alas!
Iaborious idlenefs and folemn trifling in the vanities
of this world, is but a pitiful way of fpending a
man’s life, which is but a fhort time of trial, in
-order to an unalterable ftate.

2. Ye have been very bufy doing worfe than
nothing; like thefe, 2 Thefl. iii.11. « For we hear
that there are fome which walk among you dif-
orderly, working not at all, but are bufy bodies.”
Alas! moft of our lives are ill parted betwixt two;
one is {pent in weaving the {pider’s web, the otherin
hatching the cockatrice eggs, Ifa.lix. 5.; either fpent
in nothing, or worfe than nothing; either fitting ftill
or making more progrefs hell-ward ; either letting
the feparation-wall ftand as before, or building
it higher and ftronger. But there is one thing
that cannot be yielded, at leaft to the moft part of
this generation ; and that is, that they are bufy in
their great work. Noj; no; idlenefs in this re-
fpe&t is the epidemical difcafe of the day, under
which both profeflors and profane are pining a-
way. For your convition in this, confider,

1. What elfe means the lean fouls among us? So-
lomon tells us, Prov. xix. 15. ¢ An idle foul fhall
fuffer hunger,” and Prov. xiii. 4. ¢ The foul of
the fluggard defireth, and hath nothing ; but the.
foul of the diligent fhall be made fat.” We may
take up that lamentation, Ifa. xxiv. 16. ¢« But I
faid, My leannefs, my leannefs,” Alas! for the
many rickety children of the church this day,
~ with their big heads, and lean der hodies, who
arc puffed up with their-knowledge, but are yet
to learn the elements of practical godlinels and
- experimental religion,———Confider,

s . . 2. The
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2. The little defire there is among us after
the heavenly reft : Job tells us, chap. vii. 2. ¢« A
fervant earneftly defireth the thadow, and an hire-
ling looketh for the reward of his work ;” fo, if we
were not idle, we would be more defirous of that
reft that remains for the people of God. ButlI
fear, if I would fpeak agreeable to their cou-
fciences, they would fay, that the Turks paradife
would fit their defires better than the heavenly
reft. It was the language of a profane Cardinal,
1 would quit my part of paradife for prefent en-
joyment ; fo no doubt many would quit their part
of heaven on lower terms, for they only defire
heaven, becaufe they love not to go to hell. They
care not for the heavenly reft, becaufe they trouble
not themfelves with the work meet for heaven.—
Confider, .

3. The little appetite after our fpiritual food..
The labouring man’s work makes him find his
ftomach, and the. Chriftian labour would . make
men prize the table covered to them in ordinances.
‘The ordinances are greatly flighted this day, it is
lamentable to think how little they are regarded.
It is only in the Lord’s hand to cure it, by filling
folks hands with heart-work about their fouls cafe,
It is this that would readily make them eager of
help. - :

Laftly, What elfe means the rank poverty, and
rotten rags, which is all the portion of many fouls ?
Rev. iii. 17. ¢ And knoweft not, that thou art
wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind,
and naked.” How many are there, who are the
genuine offspring of the ferpent ! on their belly do
they go, and luft is their meat: they feed on
nothing but the hutks of created comforts, where-
with the devil feeds his herds ; as for communion

X2 with
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with God, and fenfe of his love, they know no
more of them than if they had immortal fouls
for no other end than to keep their bodies from rot-
ting.. They go up and down in the, rage of their
profanify and lufts, like fo many ghofts in their
grave-cloaths, bufy in nothing but dead works.

I inquire, then, why are ye idle ?

1. Is it becaufe ye have nothing to do? Truly,
ye have very much.

(r.) Ye have your falvation-work upon your
hand : Phil. ii. 12. « Work out your falvation
-with fear and trembling.” Many have never begun
that work yect; many that have feemed to have
begun, are at a ftand with it now. Ye were born
children of wrath, under the curfe of the firft co-
‘venant; what are ye doing to get free from the
wrath to come ! There is a burden of guilt lying
‘on you, what are ye doing to get it off ? Divers
living lufts hanging about you, what are you
deing to mortify them ? Is there any time to
be idle, while that work is not wrought out ? Sal-
vation-work is weighty work, for damnation-work
is very terrible ; 've have that to undo that ye have
been doing. ‘Thou haft been weaving thy life
‘into one web of fin, and ye have it to open out
again into felf-examination, repentance, and bit-

ter mourning. /

(2.) Ye have your generation-work to attend
upon: Ads, xiii. 36. ¢ For David, after he had
ferved his own generation, by the will of God fell
afleep.” God made thee, and fuftains thee 3 fome
of you he has fet in higher, others in lower fta-
tions ; what have have ye done for God, what
fervice to your generation ? The fun, moon, and
ftars are ufeful in their feveral places ; plants, yea, .
‘and beafts, are all ufeful. For what ufe art thou

' in
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in the world? for Him who fet thee there, and to
thofe he has fet thee among ? Aflure thyfelf, God
will call thee to anfwer that queftion. I fear moft
of us have that work to begin yet. .

2. Do ye think ye will get fleeping to heaven,
and that your fhort-winded wifhes for mercy will
fecure you from the wrath of God ? Prov. xiii. 4. .
¢« The foul of the fluggard defireth, and bas no-
thing.” No; ye muft « f{o run that ye may ob-
tain.” Take the kingdom by force ; ftrive, wreftle,
elfe ye are ruined ; deceive not yourfelves, as if
ye would juft make a flip of it, out of Delilah’s
lap into Abraham’s bofom. Thou wilt find ita .
leap out of that bed of floth into a bed of fire and
brimf{tone, where ye will lie down in eternal for-
row, if you do not feafonably bound to your feet, .
‘and put hand to your great work. : )

3. Do you think the devil is as idle about your -
fouls as_you are ? No; though ye cannot creep -
out of your bed of floth, the devil is going about
* as a roaring lion, feeking whom he may devour; .

tho’ ye will be at no tolerable pains to fecure your
falvation, he will fpare no pains to fecure your
damnation. Sicep ye, or wake ye, Satan is at
your right hand ; and if ye be not rowing againft .
the ftream, he will carry you down the ftream,
till. he hdve you in the oeean of God’s wrath, .
where ye will never fee the thore.——The fe--
cond inquiry is, '

II. WHy are ye idle, while others are gone to -
work in the Lord’s vineyard 7 'Why do ye fit fiill,
while others are fleeing from the wrath to come ? -
Why are ye fleeping, while others are wreftling
with God, as for their bare life ? Why are e
dreffing, eating, and drinking, while others, mo- .

X3 : ved .
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ved with fear, are preparing an ark againft thé
day of wrath on thefe lands, and on the world.
1. Is it becaule the work in the vineyard is too
~coarfe for your fine fingers ? John, vii. 48. ¢ Have
any of the rulers or the Pharifees believed on him? -
but this people that knoweéth not the law is ac-
curfed.” It is lamentable to think how religion
is almoft grown out of fathion among the fafhion-
able people of this degenerate age ; and fhocking
to fee with what contempt fome look on feriouf-"
nefs about foul-matters, refolving that thefe filly
people, as-they call them, fhall for them enjoy
their folly alone. Certainly thefe men would ne-
ver have taken their name from one crucified be-
tween two thieves, if it had not been the religion
of their country. But thefe that are wife in beart
- think very differently, and glory i in the crofs of
- Chrift.

2. Is it becaufe ye have another thing to do?
Many in our day are of Pharaoh’s opinion indeed,
that religion is only for them that have no other
shing ado. Ye are idle 3 but for them, they have
their families and farma, &ec. to‘]oo‘k after. DBut,
man, haft thou not an immortal foul to look after,
as well as others ?  They faid of Herod, It is bet-
ter to be his fwine than his fon. I am fure, many a
man’s foul may fay to him, Well is your beaﬁs,
comparifon of me; for one thought that is fpent
on my cafe, there is ten on theirs. '
. 3. Are rot ye by nature under the wrath and

curfe of God, as well as others ?. Yes 3 Eph. ii. 3.
« And were by nature the children of wrath, ¢ven
as others;’ ‘and therefore let me fay to you as the
penitent thief to his fellow, Luke, xxiii. 40. ¢ Dof
thou not fear God, fcemg thou art in the fame
condemnation ” Bctter go to heaven with a.few,
through all the labours of the Chriftian life, than

to
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to flide away. to hell, at your own eafe, with the
multitude ; better weep now, than weep eter-
nally, for it will be no comfort to go to hell with
<company.

4. Will ye be content ‘to fee the labourers fet
with Abraham, Ifaac; and Jacob, and yourfelves,
with the fellow-loiterers, thut out ? you muft either
fet to their work now, or you will fee your doom
at length, digeft itas you will.—I now inquire,

III. Way ftand ye 1oLE ? Have ye put on a
whore’s forehead, and refufe to be afhamed ?- It
would fet you better to hide your head, as atha-
med in that ye- take up room in the world to no
good purpofe, living in a fhameful negle&t of your
own fouls, and the great end of your creation,
which was not to fleep away a lifetime on the
earth, nor to ftand like a barren tree in God’s
vineyard, drawing away the fap from others, but
to glorify God by alting to and for him.” -

1. Why then ftand ye idle in the fight of men ?
Have ye a mind to tell the world, that go to God’s
vineyard who will, ye have no mind to ftir ? em-
brace God and his fervice who will, ye will have
nothing to do with him, nor it neither ? Are you
afraid you want witnefles to ftand againit you be-
fore the tribunal of God, to teftify how little you
valued the working the works of God? The
groans of thofe that warned you to your work,
that were grieved at your licentious lives, will wit-
nefs againft you ; nay, the ftones and timber will
cry out of the walls within which you live againft
you, and witnefs how little God was. in all your
thaughts, how. little ye ever wreftled with God
about your foul’s cafe, and how the prayer, when
ye made it, has died in your mouths, :

. \ 2. Why



248 THE INTERESTING INQUIRY«

1. Why ftand ye idle in the fight of the all-fee-
ing God, who fet you down in this world to work
your great work ? There are many that feem to be
diligent workers, but God knows them to be mere
idlers ; what they work is before men, but their-
vineyard in the inclofure of their breafts is all over-
grown with weeds, and they are at no pains to
pluck them up. Have ye bid a defiance to the
great Mafter, whofe eyes are upon you in fecret,
as well as in public, that fees your heart, as well
as your outward converfation ? Be fure, he will
call you to account.—The inquiry, next, is,

IV. Way ftand ye bere idle, even in the mar-. -

ket-place, where the great Mafter has been often -
calling whom he found here, and you among o-
thers, to go and work in his vineyard ? and you..
had not been ftanding here idle, if you had been .
willing to work. -

1. Why ftand ye bere idle, in a land of gofpel-
light ? Ifa. xxvi. 10. ¢ In the land of uprightnefs
will he deal unjuftly, and will not behold the ma-.
* jefty of the Lord ?’ If you will ferve the devil and -
your lufts, why do ye not go to the dark places of
the earth, and work your works of darknefs there ? °
but why muft they be brought forth in the face of .
the fun ¢ why here, in this covenanted land, aland .
under the facred bond of folemn covenant to the
work of holinefs, and the means of holinefs; a
bond which neither the breaking nor burning of .
them could loofe ; and they had never met with
that treatment, had not men been as great ene- .
.mics to piety a5 to Prefbytery. But I dare fay,
there is no land where men muft buy their eafe
at a dearer rate than in Scotland.

2. Why here, where the Lord is in a fpecial

manner
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manner calling you to work, fetting up his ftan-
" dard, and is about to cover a table for his labour-
crs ? will you be idle fpeQators, while Chrift is
to be facramentally crucified before your eyes?
will you be idle here, where the Lord 1s in a {pe-
cial manner calling you to fearch and try your-
felves 2 If you will ftand here idi, it will be a
new item, in great letters, in the accounts of the
defpifers of Chrift, and flighters of the power of
godlinefs in Yarrow *.——1I may once more in-
quire, ~

V. Wy ftand ye idle in the day ? The day
brings with it a call to work, though indeed it is
the time when the wild beafts enter into their dens,
and lie at their eafe, Pfal. cit. 22. 23. But better
.to be a beaft, than to be like a beaft ; they that
fleep, fleep in the night; but what fhall we fay of
_them that cannot be got awakened, even in the
day? _ :
1. Then why axe ye idle, when ye have a day
to work in ? No wonder our forefathers were idle,
when they were wrapt up in the midnight darknefs
of Paganifm and Popery ; but though it was night
‘with them, it is day with us; the fun of the go-
fpel is arifen above our horizon, it has been long
up, and will ye be idle in the day ¢ God has not
only fet up the candle of confcience within you,
but has made the fun of the gofpel to arife and
thine without you, to call you to work, and to let
you fee to work : Tit. ii. 11. 12. « For the grace
of God, that bringeth falvation, hath appeared to
all men, teaching us, that, denying ungodlinefs
and worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righ-
teoufly, and godly, in this prefent world.” Such
a day idled away will make a dreadful night!

: 2. Why

# The place where this difcourle was delivered,
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2. Why are you idle, when you have but a day
to work in? John, ix. 4. ¢ The night cometh,
when no man can work.” It is to-day, if ye will
hear his voice. The time of your life, and the
feafon of ‘grace, is but a day, and that day wilk
foon be over ; there is no working in the grave,
Ecclef. ix. 19 The ¢andle bumt to fnuff cannot.
be lighted again, and time once gone can never be -
recalled ; God will not turn night to day, to let
the fluggard fee to work, who turned his day to
night. Now, when you have but a day, will you.
idle it away ? Ye will, itmay be, count it rather by
years yet to come; but fure I am, the Spirit of God. -
never learned you that way of accounting : James,
iv. 14. % Whereas ye know not what fhall be on
the morrow ; for what is your life ? it is even a
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanifheth away.” Pfal. xxxix. 5. ¢ Behold, thou
haft made my days as an hand-breadtli, and mine.:
age is as nothing before thee.”—I fhall only in-
quire, :

VI. WY are ye idle a/l the day? Will no lefs.
than all the day ferve ? May not. the time paft fuf-
fice 2" Is it not high time now at length to awake 2.
Is it not the eleventh hour with many of you
and the youngeft here knows not but they may be
in the laft hour of their day. And are ye not
afraid your glafs run out: ere your work be done?
Sure it looks very like the very laft hour of this
~ church and nation’s day : we have had along day,

but now may we fay, Jer. vi. 4. ¢ Woe unto us,

for the day goeth away, for the fhadows of the

evening are ftretched. out.”™ We are threatened

with a dreadful eclipfe of gofpel-light, and a dark

" night, and we may well conclude as to many of
USy,
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us, that our eyes will never fee the breaking of
the day again. ‘

As the pradtical improvement of this fubje&, I
fhall only call on you to ponder ferioufly in your
mind, the important inquiries addrefled to you ;—
to pofe your confciences clofely with them as in the
fight of God,—to profit bythe inftruive leflons af-
forded from them ;—and, in fhort, that you ftudy
a being diligent in bufinefs, fervent in fpirit, al-

- aways ferving the Lord.

“CHRIST’S



* iCHRIST'S PRESENCE WITH GOSPEL MINI-
"STERS. ¥ '

SERMON XVIL

MaTTH. xxviii. 20. And by I am with you
, always. -

: UR Lord Jefus Chrift having, before his
death, as a Prophet, revealed his Father's
mind, and taught the do&rine of falvation, con-
firmed the fame by many miracles ; and having in
his death, as a Prieft, offered up himfelf a facrifice
to atone for the fins of his people, and fo brought
in an everlafting righteoufnefs ; appears here after
_ his refurretion, as a King, ordering the affairs of
his own kingdom, which is his church. And, 1A,
He afferts his power, his fupremacy, and Head-
fhip, ver. 18. given unto him as Mediator. 24y,
. He.gives a commiffion to his apoftles, and in them
to their {ucceflors in the work of the miniftry, to
raife up unto him a kingdom out of the kingdoms
of the earth, to proclaim his laws among them,
‘ : and

# Delivered before the Synod of Merfe and Tiviot-
dale, April 1712,
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to enjoin an obedience to thefe laws in his name,
and to take men folemnly engaged thereto, verfes
19. and 20. Then, in the words of the text, by
promife, he fecures their encouragement, for the
due difcharge of their duty, in the words under
confideration : And Jo, I am with you alway. In
thefe words, confider,

1. The parties to whom this encouragement

does belong : You, That is, (1.) The apoftles, to
whom thefe words were immediately direted : (2.)
Ordinary minifters, fucceeding to” them in the
ordinary work of the miniftry, teaching and
baptifing, as is clear from the words, in which:
Chrift promifeth to be with them to the'end of
the world ; whereas the formal office of the a-
poftlethip was extraordinary, and foon expired.
Their mifion was immediate ; their infpection
univerfal and unconfined ; they had an infallible
directive power : Jo. xvi. 13. “ When he the Spirit
of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth:”
Theyhad the gift of miracles and tongues, and were
eye-witnefles of Chrift: 1 Cor. ix. 1. ¢ Am I not
anapoftle? have Inot feen Jefus Chrift our Lord #”
So that to allow any to be their fucceflors in the
forinal office of the apoftlethip, as fome Prelatifts
would have the bithops, is to contradict the plain:
teftimony of the fcriptures, and of our fenfes; but
the authorizative difpenfation of the word, and ad-
miniftration of the [acraments, with the appendant
power of difcipline and government, which were
the fubftance of the apoftolic office, are continued,
and will be in the paftoral office to the end of the
world ; and to thefe is Chrift's prefence promi-
fed, not excluding fuch as receive and embrace
Chrift’s word preached by them. Confider,

- 2. How, and'in what cafe, they may lay claim
to this promifed prefence ; that is, in the faithful

Vor. L Y adherence
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xmght fee there a mafs-of emptinels, weaknels,
wants, and nethingnefs, unable of themfelves ta
refift th; leaft temptatign. . If they looked abroad,

. into
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irito the world, they might fee that the venturing
oyt into it, on fuch a defign, was a running them-
félves into a manifeft hazard; the wits of the
world wotlld tredt them as a company of fools,’ the
powers of the world as'g company of feditious ait
peftilent fellows ; the multitude of the world would
cry, % Away with them, it i§ not theet that ‘they -
fhould live on the earth.” But go they muft; and -
here is one anfwer to all their’ objetions, I.4m
with you'; that is fufficient, be againft you who
will, "I am avjth jou, 'to aflift, protect, ‘and bear
you ‘through if the work, ‘arid'to’'make’the tvord
in your mouths do execution; ¥'defign’ to rdife
u'g,' by your mearis, a kingdomn to myfelf,” maugre
all the oppofition of men and devils, "He does not
promife to fend armiés with them, ‘but te go with

them himfelf. —His prefenice, ~~~ 7.
(2.) Is propofed as & prefent ‘thing; an encou-
ragement ih’hand :. 1 din with yar—to'the'gnd ot
I quill be. "Phe expreflion is emphatical. - "'
(i.] Accotding 'to the prophetic ftylé," it de-
niotes the utiioft certainty his fervants thall have

his prefence in his work to the end of the wotld,
as furely ad if it Wwere'alréady done. ~ < © -
[2:] Tt denotes Chrift’s prefence’ with'his aps-
ftles, to be, by his own allowance ‘and appoirt-’
ment;-a pledge of 'his prefence with thefe - that,
being called, lollow out the work that they began
in their day : "I'am with you ; and let thefe that
follow take it as a certain pledge, I will e with
them $oo. Let the church be ever fo low, there
was never any'gloriéus appearance Chrift made for
het, but fhe may caltit Jofeph, for the Lotd firatl
add another.” - ' 7 Uoe o dn
[3-] It denotcs, that Chrift’s fervants, though’
they fhould be full of eyés behind and before, yet
their eyes are often dim, that they’ even mifs
Y 2 Chrift
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fee that Jefus Chrift, the alone King and Head-of
his church, as he has appointed a miniftry in his

church, and carved out their work for them, and
" peremptorily appointed them to fet about it, fo he
has promifed them his prefence with them always
to the end of the world, in the faithful difcharge
of the work he has put in their hands 5 and what-
ever be the oppolition and difcouragement they
maz meet with in it, he wills them to eye his pro-
amifed prefence as fufficient to bear them through
“jnithe work, againft all difcouragements whatfoever.
"This is the purport of the words of the text, which.
being thus explaified, I fhall now apply it.

‘1. Has Jefus Chrift promifed his prefence-
to his fervants in their work ? Let us, then, my
Fathers and Brethren, cleave to our gréat work,
to which. we are called of the Lord. 'Let us fted-
faftly purfue the ends of our miniftry, ‘the advan-
cingof the kingdom of Chrift, and the. pulling:
down the kingdom of Satan, according to the com- -
miflion we have from cur Lord and Mafter. Let-
us follow our work faithfully, over the belly of ‘all-
difcouragement or eppofition which we may meet -
with it in it.. Our day is a dark day, and like to.
be darker ; the Lord is angry with the generation,
the plague is begun, and it is to be feared there
will.be a-miferable face on. this church:and land'
‘ere it-end.! A door,. we fee, is opened; whereby.
errors in dofrine may crowd in, and fet up their.
heads without ‘controul, and fuperftitious worfhip.
and ceremonies,. mere inventions of men’s own.
hearts,. may be, and are introduced, to mar. the:
beauty of. this.church.in the fimplicity of gofpel-
worthip, to-the difhonour.of God, to whom alone.
it-belongs to.appoint what: way. he will be wor.
thipped ;. and the. difcipline and government.of
his houfe arc kft to be trampled under foot of

Y 3 profane
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profanc men, for any affiftance we can expect
now,. but from him whofe inftitutions they ares,
which furely calls us to lift up our eyes unto the
heavens, from whence our help is promifed. - Qur
times are like to be enfyaring and very trying
times to all forts. ‘The Lord’s. hand is very heavy:
by a great ficknefs and mortality 5 but the face of
+ the generation looks as if the time were coining,
when ‘men fhall think thofe happy who get to
their gravein peace. If it fhould be fo, we need
not wonder at it.~—Allow me to fay in favours. of
the holy providence of God, , -

1. Providence (if it be fo) has not fiolen 2
march upon us; we have had fair warning, both
from the word, and particular difpenfations, where-
by we have been brought, as it were, to the brow
of the hill, and the Lord has brought us back, as
with that, Hof. xi. 8. ¢ How fhall I give.theeup,
Ephraim 2 how fhall I deliver thee, Ifrael ?” Yet
have.we not returned to the Lord ; we have had
the Lord’s talents among our hands in peace now
thefe two and. twenty years ; can it be but God
will put both minifters and people to the ttial,
what they have made of the many preachings,
communions, and other means of grace they have
enjoyed. I think the light has fhone very bfight in
our day ; I .dare -not fay our facred heat has been
proportionable 5 but ordinarily the faddeft firokes
follow hard at the heels of the cleareft difpenfa-
tions. . .

2. Many there are, who:have the root of the

.matter in. them, who' need to havé it awakened
with a ftorm ; many fleeping Jonahs in our fhip,
that ave as yet fighing and: going backward, much
filthinefs and blood gathered on the daughters of
Zion, to be purged with the fpirjt of judgement
and buining. c

- 3 There
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3. There are many who have taken up the name,
but have nothing of the reaiity of religion, having
gathered like fummer’s vermin in time of the
church’s peaces; it is but reafonable to expect a
ftorm for the difcovery of fuch, by the lofs of
whom the church may turn to lefs buik, but not be
le{s worth. ' ,

4 The cafe of the generation cries for a ftroke,”
in regard of the horrid contempt of Chrift and.
his gofpel at this day. The preaching of the gofpel:
has for {everal years been a weary work, and very
fruitlefs ; and the truth is, we have, as it were,
been weary of Ged. Atheifm and horrid profa-
nity abound, and are on the growing hand ; thefe
cry for vengeance; enemies have a cup to fill
up, they have filled it well formerly, it is
like, they have more to do to prepare them for
an overthrow. So we have reafon to lay our
accounts with hardthips in our work, and that
we may have the walls tq build in troublous times;
and readily judgement begins at the houfe of God,
end where it will, But let us faithfully follow
our Mafter’s interefts and work, and not faint.

And that we may be ftirred up hereunto, let us

confider, C ’ o
1. Our Lord Chrift will be with us in the faith«
ful difcharge of his work, Go ye, and lo, I am
aith you. A believing fight of this would fteel
your forcheads in the Lord’s work, with courage
and holy refolution, Ezek. iii. 9. ¢ Asan adamant,
harder than flint, have 1 made thy forehead.” Will
Chrift be with us in the difcharge of his work?
Then,

(1.) We fhall have furpiture for our work:
Ifa. xli. 10, ¢ Fearthou not, for I am with thee 3
be -not  difmayed, for I am thy God; I will
flrengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee; yea, T will

. ) uphél“d.\
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vphold thee with the right hand of iy righteouf=-
nefs.” 2 Cor. iii. 5. 6. ¢« Not that'we are_fuffid:
cient of ourfelves to think any thing as of our-
felves 5 biat our” fulficiency is 6f God, who ‘alfo-
hath made us able minifters of the New TFefta-'
ment.”” No man goeth 4 warfare on his own
charges, neither fhall our Lord fénd his foldiefs to-
fight his battles without furniture, more éfpecially
when he is upon their head himfelf-and if our
work be 'more than ordinary, he will inake the
furniture proportionable: A&ts, iv. r3. ¢« Now,
wlhien they faw the boldnefs of Peter and John,
and” perceived that - they were uhlearned "and-
ignotant men, they marvelled, ‘and- they ‘took
knowledge of them, tg?t they had beén with' Jefus?>
May be; we have much ado to’ get a feimon, when:
we have all time for ftudy and meditation 5 whar
fhall come of us then, if we be hutried? Truly;if we'
have the call, we may look for it being given us:
in‘that hour : Matth, x. 19. ¢ For it fhall be gi-
ven you in that fame hour, what ye fhall fpeak,™
~with more heavenly oratory in it than at other
times. Be itdoing-work or fuffering-work, he allows'
~ furniture, Phil. i. 29. « For unto you it’'is given
in the behalf of Chrift, not only to believe on-him,
but alfo to fuffer for his fake.” Ia.xl 0. 31,
« He giveth power to the faint, and to them that
hath no might, he increafeth ftrength. Even the
youths fhall faint and be weary, and the yourig
nien fhall utterly fall ; but they that wait upott
the Lord fhiall- renew their ftrength, they fhall-
mount up with wings- as' eagles, they-fhall rumr
and not weary, they fhall walk and not faint.”
" (2.y We thall' have fuccefs- im our work;
phat 1s, the word in our mouth fhall accomplith
that which Chrift pleafeth, Ifa. Iv. 2. « So fhalk
. o . S . my
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~my..word be that goeth forth out of my mouth,
it {hall not réturn unto me void, but it thall accom-
- plith that which I pleafe, and it fhall profper in
-the thing whereunto I fent it.? -As to tge‘ele&. of.
God, .« As many as are ordained- to eternal life,,
believe, however the ftream of a gracelefs genera-
tien may go.” As to believers, they fhall be edi-
fied and bettered by .it, Mic. ii. 7. « Da, not"‘,th}r;
words do good to him that walketh uprightly ?”
and very ordinarily the gofpel is Like a firg, that
Apreads. moft in.a windy day. Nay, the Lord he-
ing with us, it will not .be ‘abfolutely without ef-
fe& on thefe that are not one whit bettered by; it,
It will be atleaft for a teftimony to be produced
againit them, for our Lord, at the laft day. If ye.
go where they are, the duft of your feet will wit- -
nefs . againft them.. * Salvation was in their offer 5
it .will manifeft' their .unfoundnefs. The "gafpal
will hang the fign of folly at every wicked man’s
door, let them eatertain it as they will : Mal. iii.2.
¢ But who may abide the day of-his coming, and
who fhall ftand when he appeareth ? for he is like
a refiner’s five, and like fuller's foap.” It will tor-
ment them .that dwell on the earth. Chrift's
fword is two-edged, if it .do not exedution on
men’s lufts, itwill do execution on their foyls: Hof,
vi.g. « Therefore have I hewed themm by the pro-
phets,. I have flain, them by the words of my
mouth.” . 'Fhe word will never leave them as it
finds them, but will either make them better or
wOi‘fC’ e S0t ‘.‘.“-V . % "
. -(3.) We fhall have prote&ion in our work: Rev,
ii. 1. % Saith ‘he that heldeth the feven ftars in
his right-hand, that walketh in the midft of the
feven golden candieflicks.” If earth 'and hell
fhould confpire. againft us, as long as our 'L;td
: S
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has any-fervice for us: in ‘the world, we fhall-be
prote&ted. Every one has their day of working, let
them truft the Lord as long as that. lafts, let them
goron in their-work, they fhall be prate&ted. But
when ‘the night comés, “appainted by ‘the Lord
wherein he has no more fetvice for us, then, and
rot: £ifl ‘then,’ fhall we ‘be called 6ff; and that
night will carry us off, whether,we be..idle or at
work:' S M o

£4.) We fall have provifion : Heb. xiii. 5. 6.
«Let your:convetrfation be sithout ‘covetoufnefs,
and be’ content with fuch things as ye have, for
he hath faid, I-will never leave thee nor forfake’
thee ; fo that we may boldly fay, The Lord is my
helper, and I will not fear what man fhall do unto
me.” Let usbe at our work, and God will fee to
our- provifion: Pfal. xxxviii 3. ¢ Truft in the
Lord; and do-godd, fo fhalt thou dwell in the-
lanil,” and' verily thou fhiit be’ fed.” ' Bread: has.
been ani tld temptation to minjfters : Amos, vii.
12 13.-% Amaziah faid ufito: Amos,, O thou feef,
go flee away into the land of ' Judah, and ' there
eat bread. “But prophecy not 4gain any more at.
Bethel, for'it is the king's ¢hapel, and it is the
king’s court.” ‘But fuch as were faithfu} o the
Lord have always hazarded tht bread, tathér than
a good confcience : confult vet. 14. to''the end of -
the ehapter.  Nature is cohtesit with little, grace
with lefs ; -if we cannot truft Chrift for our bread, -
I think we will fcarcely be able to truft him with
our fouls. Miferable is that bread which cannqt
be got down without ftraining of our corifcience 3
but lirtle bread will'go far with a good confcience
and God’s blefling : let us mind that, Dan. i. 15.
« And their countenance did appear fairer and
fatter in flefh, than the children which did eat the
portion of the king’s meat.” )

(5-) Then,
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{(5.) Then, as, Elitha faigt to his fervant, 2 Kings,
it 1§..% Fear_not, for they that be with us, are
more than_they that be with them.” Pfal. xciii.
3. 4. ;The floods have lifted up,.O Lord, the.
floods have lifted up their voicg, the floods lift up,
their wayes. The Lord on hjgh is mightier than.
the. notfe of many waters, yea, than the mijghty
waves of the fea.” The faith of the Lord’s pre-
fence in our work would make all the oppofition
of our enemies very copterptible ; feeing he is
with'us that hath .the devil in chains, and wha.
fets reftrainipg bounds to the fea, and to the
‘wrath of man, and can in 3 moment overthrow all -
the enemies of hiswork.. . .. | o

(6.) Then he will be againft them that are againft,:
us'in our work : I am with yoy.. 1f the world will
make themfelves, parties ;againil you in your work,
then, fo, I am aith you, on your fide agpinit them.
A faithiul miniftry has always been the great eye- -
fore of the world ; and none can at any time en=
_gage in that work, but muft Jay his account with
oppofition. DBut fooner or later it returns on the..
‘heads of their enemies, according to dhat prophe- -
tic prayer, which.is an awful hedge abput,Chrift’s :
minifters : Deut xxxiii. 11. ¢« Smite through the .
loins of them that rife againft him, and of them .
that hate him, that they rife not again.”

2. Further % engage .us to cleave to the Lord’s
-work, let us eonfider, 5od will be with his mini-.
fters and his church always, even to the end of _
the world.—Then, . , ‘ RPN

(1.) Lofe what we will in the faithful difcharge
of our work, we will never lofe aur God : Lo, I gm.
with you ALWwAYS. There is nothing we have.ip,
the world, but enemies may, get their bands upen; -
‘but there is one thing .whiclgl they cannot, rgach,,.
which is better than all goods, liberty, life; that -

: 18y
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is, they cannot feparate'us from the love of cur
Lord Jefus: Rom. viii. 38. 39. « For I am per- -
fuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor
thinigs to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, thall be able to feparate us from the
love of God, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord.”
There can be no lot fo hard, but Chrift’s prefence
can {weeten, and make it defirable. - )
(2.) The world will have an end, and all its {milcs
and frowns alfe will be at length laid by for ever.
‘Why then fhould its fmiles flatter, or its frowns'

fright us from our Lotd’s work and intereft ? A
little time will carry off both the flothful and faith-
ful fervant. But happy that fervant, whom, when
his Lord and Mafter cometh, {hall find fo do-
ing. The folid faith of that life and’ immorta-
lity brought to light by the gofpel, which we preach,
would, I believe, make us very peremptory in our
refolutions of diligence and faithiulnefs in our
work, over the belly ‘of all oppofition in the

~world. © -

(3-) Our Lotd’s work will never lic for want of
hands ; he will have a church and-a miniftry to
the end of the world. If we lay it by, others
will take it up, and write death on our faces, by
yoking us to it éven in the heat of the day.

(4.) Our Lord and his people thall ftand the laft
upon the earth, his' enemies will drop off after
one another; h¢ will outlive them all, and ftand'a
Conqueror, when they are all routed; and-made to
quit the field, Lo, Iam avith you to thé end. His
caufe will always be vi¢torious at length, and bear
down all before it. Who knows but the wheels

"of providence may be in motion towatds the totat
overthrow of Prelacy, and ceremonies in Britair

s N " and
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- and Ireland ? Providence has often gone to work
in as unlikely a way. ’
.. 1. Has Chrift promifed to be with us in his
own work 2 O! then let us nat divide ameng our-
felves, let s endeavour unity, in the Lord with 3ll
our might, and cleave to the work of God in this
land, as one man, againit Popery, Prelacy, fuper-
ftition, error, and profanity, and whatfoever is
contrary to found godlinefs, fecing it is the work
laid on us by our Lord in his facred word, the book
of our infiructions,and {eeiug the land has been en-
gaged thereto by folemin covenants with God.. If
any thing ruin this work of the Loyd amongft us, it
will be our divifigns. No doubt,, there will be
means ufed by our enemies to divide us, knowing
well, that if we once break, we are in -danger of
being broken more and more. Therefore let us pray
and a& for ynity in the Lord; tho’, like the builders
of the wall of Jerufalem, we be feparated upon the
wall, yet being upon the wall, all at our work, the
work will go on.  But that which will be our ruin,
will be one party throwing down what the other
builds up; which will be the cafe, if in the anger of
the Lord we be divided. If the mouyntain of the.
miniftry fall a2 burning with the fire of divifion,

-all will quickly fall into the fea; but our unity
will be our ftrength ; and for as contemptible as
the miniftry of this church is-at. this day in the.
eyes of many, their unity will make them beau-
tiful as Tirzah, and terrible as an army with ban-
ners; yea, even in our evil time, would afford us
a glimmering profpe& that the Lord would yet
fill his houfe with his glory, Ifa. lii. 8. ¢« Thy
watchmen fhall lift up the voice, with the voice
together fhall they fing ; for they fhall fee eye to
eye when the Lord fhall bring again Zion ;” Mat.
xviil. 19. % Again, I fay unto you, that if two of

Vor. L Z you
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you fhall agree upon earth, as touching any thing
that they fhall afk, it fhall be .dgne for them of
my Father which is in heaven.” dgree, or, as
the word is, [ympathife, found together. I take
both thefe to be an allufion to that fweet paffage,
2 Chron. v. 13. ¢ It came even to pafs, as the trum-
peters and fingers were as one, to make one found
to be heard in praifing and thanking the Lord; and
when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets
and cymbals, and inftruments of mufic, and prai-
fed the Lord, faying, For he is good, for his mercy
endureth for ever ; that then the houfe was filled
with a cloud, even the houfe of the Lord ; fo that
the priefts could ‘not ftand to minifter by reafon of
the cloud, for the glory of the Lord had filled the
houfe of God.” If, then, we have any love to
the Lord, to his interefts, to his people, to our
.own fouls, let us be one in the Lord’s work. Curféd
will that carnal intereft be, that fhall loofe a pin in
ithe tabernacle of Zion.

III. Has Chrift promifed to be with us in his
awork ? Then let us not forget him who is with
us, let us love Chrift, let us preach Chrift; this
is our great work at all times, Eph. iii. 8. ¢« Un-
to me, who are lefs than the leaft of all faints, is
this grace given, that I fhould preach among the
Gentiles the unfearchable riches of Chrift.” = Let
us beware of legal preaching ; let that be the
fcope of our preaching, which is the great defign
.of ‘the gofpel, to difcover the corruption of men’s
nature, and to exalt the riches, power, and free-
.dom of grace in Chrift Jefus. 'We have.the more
need to take heed to this, becaufe the corrupting
of the do@rine of the gofpel is like to be the
itemptation of our day.

"Lo.conclude : As to you, the people, whether ye

\\
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be in the Lord’s interefts or not, ye have heard what
ye may apply to yourfelves. I think, upon the
whole, if ye be wile, yé will fay with thefe, Zech.
viii. ¢« We will go with you, for we have heard
that God is with you.” The profane world will,
be ready to laugh at this, but both minifters and
people muft lay their account to be fools fir the
world’s eyes, if they will be wife in the fight of God.

Let none think from what I have faid, that I have
propofed myfelf as an example, or that I have
forgot myfelf in this matter. God knows, I look

- on myfelf as the weakeft and moft unfit, for a

time of trial, of all the fervants of my Lord. But
let truth ftand and take place, come of the fpeaker
what will. I defire, with you, to fix mine eyes
on the promife of His prefence, who hath faid,
Lo, I am with you alway, even umto the end of the

world. .
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CHRIST’S INVITATION TO THE LABOURING
‘ AND HEAVY LADEN.*

"SERMON XVIIL

MatrH. xi. 28. Come unto mey oll ye that Inboury
and are beavy ladeny and I will give you reff,

HE great and main obje& of gofpel-preach-

ing and gofpel-pra&ice, is a coming to Chrift.

It is the firft article in Chriftianity, according to
John, v. 46. ¢« Ye will not come to me, that ye
might have life.” It is the connefting chain,
1 Peter, ii. 4. ¢ To whom coming as unto a living
{tone, ye alfo as lively ftones are built up,” &c.
And it is the laft exercife of the Chriftian; for
when finifhing his warfaré, the invitation is, Mat.
xxv. 34. “ Come, ye blefled of my Father, in-
herit the kingdom prepared for you.” It is vir-
tually the all which God requireth of us: John, -
vi. 29. % This is the work of God, that ye believe
on him whom he hath fent.” The words of the
text

* This and the following difcourfes on this fubje&, were
delivered in January and February 3711,
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text are a moft folemn and ample invitation whichs
€hrift gives tv finners. In them I fhall confider,

X THE conne&ion. For which look to verfes-
25. and 26. compare Luke x. 21. ¢ Jefus rejoiced
in Spirit.” It was a joyful time to him when he
made this invitation. ~ He rejoiced in the account’
of the good news, the fuccefs with which the
meflage of the difciples was attended ;- and in the
wife and. fovereign difpenfation” of grace by the
Tather, which he here celebrates, as alfo upon the
view of his own power ; where he. thows,. That
all power was. lodged in him. The keys of the.
Father’s treafures of grace were in his hand,.
yea, and whatfoever is the Father’s. He alfo fhews,
That none. could know the Father, but by him,.
- for that is given to him only. He, as it
were, opens the treafure-door to finners in the:
text.—From the conneétion of this verfe, as juft
now f{tated, I would obferve, that the folemnity of"
. this invitation is moft obfervable. - There feems
fomething to be about it more than ordinary. As,.
1. It was given in the day of Chrift's gladnefs. .
He was a man of forrows, all made up of for-
rows. Sorrow, fighing, weeping, groaning; were
his ordinary fare. Once indeed we read of his being
Tad, John, xi. 15.5 and once of his rejoicing,
.Luke, x.21. And, dgain, on this occafion, here that
thread of forrow was interrupted, the fun of  joy
broke out for a little from under the cloud. His heart -
was touched, and, as 'it-were, leaped for joy, as
the word fignifies; compare Matth. v. 12. with
Luke, vi: 23. In the Greek, ¢ he was exceeding joy--
ful” - At this extracrdinary time and frame, he.
gives the invitation in the text. Hence infer, . -
i/, That Chriftinvites finners with an enlarged
heart. Joy enlarges it. His heart is open to you, -
‘ Z3 : his

a

~
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his arms are ftretched wide. Yecu often fee him
with forrow and anger in his face, aind this works
with you that you will not come. Beiield him
fmiling and inviting you now to himfelf, fending
love-looks to loft finners, from a joyful heart with-
in! Infer, ’

2dly, May I fay, the Mediator’s joy is not
complete, till you come and tike a fhare ? The
feriptures will warrant the expreflion, Ifa. liii. 11.
& He fhall fee of the travail of his foul, and fhall
be fatisfied.” He rejoiceth, but refteth not; but
invites finners to a fhare, as if all could net fatis-
fy while he gocs childlefs, as to fome he has yet
an eyc upon. Infer, -

3dly, That nothing can-make Chrift forget poor
finners, or be unconcerned for them. Sorrow
could not do it, joy could not do it; either of
thefe will drive a narrow-fpirited man fo into him-
felf, as to forget all others. But never was his heart
fo filled either with forrow or joy, but there was al-
ways room for poor finners there, When he was en-’
tering the ocean of wrath, he remembered them,
John xvii.; and as our forerunner, he went into the
oc: an of joy, Heb. vi. 20. Like Aaron, he carried
our names on his heart, when he went in to ap-
pear before the Lord in heaven, Exod. xxviii. 29.

2. ‘The invitation was given at a time when
there was a great breach made in the devil’s king-
dom, compare Luke x. 17. 18. Chrift was now
beginning to fct up a new kingdom, and he fends
out feventy difciples, which was the number of the
Sanhedrim at firft. He was to bring his people
out of the {piritual Egypt, compare Gen. xlvi. 27.
"“The fuccefs of the dilciples was a fair pledge of
the devil’s kingdom coming down, and the deli-
very of finners.  And when the news of #t comes,
his heart rejoices, and his tongue breaks out in this

: * invitation
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invitation to the devil’s captives, to come away
upon this glorious fignal. As he had begun to
rform this part of the covenant, the Father bad
E:gun to perform his, which made his heart leap for
joy, and fets him on to cry, that they would all come
" away, as difciples, vigoroufly to purfue the advan-
tage which was got, Pfal. cx. 7. ¢« He fhall drink of
the brook in the way, therefore fhall he lift up the
head. Hence infer,

14, That Chrift’s heart is fet upon the'work of
finners falvation. Ye fee no undue hafte, but he
would have no delays. He holds hands to the.
work, calling, Come unto me. He preferred it
to the eating of his bread ; and what elfe is the
meaning of alt the ordinances and providences ye
meet with ? Infer, .

2dly, ‘That Chrift would have you to come, ta-
king encouragement from the example of others
that have come before you. There is a gap made
in the devil’s prifon ; fome have made their efcape
by it already, O! will not ye follow ? The Lord has
fet examples for us, both of judgement and of
mercy. In the beginnings of the Jewifh church,
there was an example of God’s fovercignty, in the
deftru&ion of Nadab and Abihu, Lev. x. 1. 2.3
and of the Chriftian church, in the death of Ana-
nias and Sapphira, Adls, v.; of mercy, in the
Jewith church, Rahab the harlot, befides Abra-
ham, the father of them all, an idolater, Joth.
xxix. 1§. compare Ifa. li. 2. Then in the Chri-
ftian church, Paul, the blafphemous perfecutor,
1 Tim. i. 16. Infer, '

3dly, That however full Chrift’s houfe be, there is
always room for more ; he wearies not of welcom-
ing finners ; the more that come the better. Chrift’s
harveft is not all cut down at once, nor his houfe
built in a day ; if the laft flone were laid ip the

< o building,
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building, the fcaffolding of ordinances would be
taken down, and the world be at an end. -But
none of thefe has, hitherto taken place ; therefore
et there is room: Joel, ili. 21. ¢ For I will
-cleanfe their bleod that I have not yet cleanfed, for
the Lord dwelleth in Zion.”
- 3. This invitation is given on a folemn review
of that fulnefs, of that a// which the Father hath
lodged in the hand of the Mediator, and that

folely The Father, as it were, no fooner leads

him into thefe treafures, but he fays, ¢ This and
this is for you, finners; here is a treafure of

mercies and bleflings for you ; pardon, life, peace,.

&c. all is for you. Come, therefore, unto me,
the Father has delivered them into my hand,
long to deliver them over to you. Come, there-

- fore, to me, and hence I fhall draw my fulpefs.
out to you.” Chrift had get a kingdom from the.

Father; it was as yet thinly peopled, and fo he
calls you to come te him, that ye may be happy
-in him. . He has no will to. enjoy thefe things
- alone, but becaufe he has them, he would have
you to take a {hare.—I would thence draw this

DocTrixg, That as the fulnefs lodged in the Me-
diator hath a free vent in his heart, fo it feeks to
diffufe itfclf into the fouls of needy finners.

Jesus CHRIsT longs to make finners the better
of that all-fulnefs that is lodged in him by the Fa-
- ther. = Chrift fpeaks here to us as the true Jo-

feph, Gen. xlv. 9.—11. As Jofeph invited his -

brethren to come and dwell with him, fc Jefus
-cordially invites us, and promifes us a fhare of
the fulnefs which he himfelf pofleffes. In il-
luftrating the abeve propggigion, I fhall only,

1. Allign

.
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1. Affign fome reafons.
Il. Make fome practical improvement.

I. I aM to give fome reafons of this dottrine,
or fhew, why Chrift is fo kind and liberal to fin-
ners.—He is fo, o

1. Becaufe the Father hath given him for that
end: Ifa. lv. 4. ¢« Behold, I have given him for
" 'a Witnefs unto the people, a Leader and Com-

mander unto the people.” The Father had
thoughts of love to man 3 his love defigned to dift
-tribute a treafure of mercy, pardon, and grace,
to loft finners; but juftice would not allow his
giving them immediately out of his own hand;
therefore he gives them to the Mediator to diftri~
bute.. An abfolute God being a confuming fire,
-guilty creatures, as ftubble, could not endure his
heat, but they would have been burnt up by it5
therefore he fets his own Son, in man’s nature, as
a cryftal-wall betwixt him and them ; he gives
him the Spirit without meafure, not only a fulnefs
of fufficiency, but abundance of bleflings, is laid.
up'in him ; for it hath pleafed the Father, thatin
him fhould all fulnefs dwell.—He is fo,

2. Becaufe he received a fulnefs of treafure for
that very end : John, xvii. 19. ¢ For their fakes I

" fan&ify myfelf, that they alfo might be fanQtified

through the truth,” The firft Adam got mankind’s
ftock ; he foon loft all. Chrift takes the ele&@’s
ftock in his hand for their fecurity, and fo he is
given for a covenant of the people; he takes the
urden upon him for them, and takes the admi-
niftration of the fecond covenant, that it might,
with them, be a better covenarit than the firft.—

He is fo, ‘ '
3. Becaufe he bought thefe treafures at the price
of his blood for their behoof : Phil. ii. 8. 9. « He
humbled
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humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto death,
eventhedeath of thecrofs. Wherefore Godalfohath
highly exalted him, and given him a name, which is
above every name.” The Son of God, who is Lord
of all, needed no exaltation in the court of heaven,
being equal with his Father ; but his defign was,
to exalt man’s nature, to make thefe that were the
children of the devil—friends to heaven, and pre-
pare for them room there: “ I go (faid he) to
prepare a place for you,” John, xiv.2. No won-
der, then, that he fhould long to fee the purchafe
of his blood, the fruit of the travail of his foul,
come to him.—He is kind and liberal, .

4. Becaufe of his love tothem. Where tru
love is, there is an aptnefs to communicate ; the
lover cannot fee the beloved want what he has.
God’s love is giving love : « He fo loved the
world, that he gave his only-begotten Son,” John,
iil. 16, Chrift’s love is alfo fuch; he loves in-
deed : « He loved us, and gave himfelf for us,”
Gal. ii. 20——For the improvement of this doc-
trine, I only add an ufe of exhortation.
~ Come to Chrift, then, O finners, upon this his

" invitation, and fit not his blefled call.—To enforce
this, I urge thefe MoTivVES. '

1. There is a fulnefs in him, all power is given
him ; want what you will, he has a power to give
it to you ; the ‘Son of man had power, even on
.earth, to forgive fins. Grace without you, or grace
-within you, he is the difpenfer of all : John, 1, 16.
¢« And of his fulnefs have all we received, and
grace for grace.” He is the great Secretary of
heaven, thokeys hang at his girdle; -he fhuts, and
none can open; he opens, and none can fhut.—
Confider,

2. You are welcome to it. He has it not to
) . kecgk
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keep up, but to give out, and to whom but tor
needy finners ¢ Even the worft of you are welcome,
if you will take it ont of his own hand: « If any
man thirft, (fays he), let him come to me, and
drink,” John, vii. 37. o
3. Would you do Chrift a pleafure ? then come
‘to him, Ifa. hii. 11. ¢« He fhall fee of the travail
of his foul, and fhall be fatished.” . Would you
content and eafe his heart ? then come. Itis a
great eafe to full breafts to be fucked. The breafts
-of his confolations are full, hear how preflingly he -
calls you to fuck ! ¢« Eat, O friends! drink, yea,
drink abundantly, O beloved !”
- Laflly, Would you fall in with the defigns of
the Father’s-and the Son’s leve, ‘in the myftery of
falvation ?* then come to him. Why is a fountain
opened, but that ye may run to it, and wafly ? -
Seal not, fhut not that to yourfelves, which God

-and Chrift have opened.

‘_ . II. Tue fecond thingto be confideredinthe words

is, the perfons invited. = Thefe are they that /ab.ur,
and are Aeavy-laden. 'The word labour fignifies not -
every labouring, but a labouring to wearinefs, and
fo fome read it weary. Heavy-laden are they that
have a heavy burden on their back, which they are
not able to bear. :
‘Who are nieant by thefe ? I cannot agree with
Lzefe expreflions to thofe that
are fenfible of their fins and mifery, without Chrift,
and are longing to be rid of the fzme ; but I think
it includes all that are out of Chrift, fenfible or in-
fenfible; that is, thefe that have not had, and
thefe that have had, a law-work upon their con-
fciences. And, to fix this interpretation, confider,
1. The words agrec to all that arc out of Chrift,

-and none have any right to reftrain them. .None

¢ more




276 CHRISF'S INVITATION TO THE -

more properly labour, in the fenfe of the text,
than thofe that are out of Chrift, feeking their fa-
tisfation in the creatures: Ecclef. i. 8. « All
things are full of labour, man cannot utter it : the
eye is not fatisfied with feeing, nor the ear filled.
with hearing.” And who have fuch a burden o
fin and wrath upon their back as they have ? The
word properly ‘fignifies a fhip’s lading, which, .
though infenfible of it, may yet fink under the
weight. — Confider, A
2. ¢ The whole world lieth in wickednefs,” 1
John, v. 19. as men in a'deep mire, flill finking.
Chrift came to deliver men out of that cafe ; ha-
ving taken upon him our nature, Heb. ii. 16. he
caught hold (Greek) as one doth of a drowning
man, even as he did of Peter when finking, Mat.
xig. 31. And what are the invitations of the go-
fpel, but Chrift putting out his hands to finking
" {ouls, finking with their own weight, Confider,
3. That thewords, in other fcriptures, are, without
controverfy applied to the moft infenfible finners.
See what labour and wearinefs ! Hab. ii. 13, ¢ Be-
hold, is it not of the Lord of hofts, that the people
fhall labour in the very fire, and the people fhall
weary themfelves for very vanity ¢ In the moft
folemn invitation to Chrift in all the Old Tefta-
ment, the word /labouring is fo ufed: Ifa. lv. 2.
o Wherefore do you fpend money for that which
is not bread, and your labour for that which fatis-
fieth not ?” Luke, xi. 46. ¢ Ye lade men with
burdens grievous to be born.”  Lade is the fame
Greek word ufed in the text. Ifa. i. 4. « Al
finful nation, a people laden with iniquity.” Were
they fenfible ? far from it; for, ver. 3. ¢ Ifrael
doth not know, my people doth not confider.”
And, 2-Tim. iii. 6. it is faid, ¢ Silly women, .
laden with fins, led away with divers lufts.”
. ‘ 4. Confider

LY
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4. Conlfider the parallel text : Ifa. Iv. 1. « Hao,
every one that thirfteth ;” where by the thirfty is -
not fo much underftood thofe that are thirfting
after Chrift, as thofe that are thirfting after hap-
pinefs and fatisfation, fecking to fqueeze it out
of the creature; for the thirfty invited are the
fame that are {pending their labour for that which
fatisfieth not. But thefe that are thirfting after
Chrift are not fuch. » .

5. If the’ words be a reftri®tion of the call to
fenfible finners, then the moft part of finners are
excluded. If they are not included, fure they are -
excluded ; and if the words are reftri¢tive, fure
they are not included; and then, fo far from
being the truth of the text, thatitis no gofpel-
truth at all ; for all, without exception, thathear
the gofpel, are called to come to Chrift : Rev. iii.
20. ¢ Behold, I ftand at the door, and knock ; if -
any man hear my voice, and open the door, T will
come in to him, and will fup with him, and he
with me.” And if any oné be not called, they have
no warrant to come; and if {o, unbelief is not their
fin, as in the cafe of the Pagans ;—which is abfurd.

Lafly, This is a moft folemn invitation to come
to Chrift; and if T fay the moft folemn, there is
fome ground for it by what is faid before. And
fhall that be judged reftrained, that fo exprefsly
. and folemnly comes from that fulnefs of power
lodged in Chrift, more than that juft quoted ¢ Rev.
iii. 20. where there is no fhadow of reftriction.
Beflides, this reftriCtion may well be a fnare to an
.exercifed foul, which ordinarily, by a legal difpo-
fition in all, will not allow that they may come to
Chrift, becaufe fin is not heavy enough to them.
But although finners will never come to Chrift
till they fee their need of him, ye. this I will ever
preach, that all, under pain of damnation, aré oh-

* Vou. L. Aa - liged
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Jiged to come to him, and that they fhall be wel-
come on their coming, be their cafe what it will;
that fuch as are willing to come ought, not to ftop
on a defe& of their fenfiblenefs, -but come to him,
that they may get a true fenfe of fin unto repent-
ance ; for he is ¢ exalted a Prince and a Saviour,
to give repentance unto Ifrael, and remiflion of
fins,” A&ts, v. 31. He is to give, not to ftand
and wait, till * folly bring repentance with it.”—

III. ConsIDER in the words, to what the labour-
ing and heavy-laden are invited. They are invi-
ted to come to Jefus; that is, to believe on him,
to take him as he offers himfelf in the gofpel.

IV. OBservE the encouragement afforded to in-
fluence a compliance with this invitation. Reft is
promifed to them here and hereafter: I awill give
you reff.—We mai afterwards open up thefe things
more largely, in handling the following do&ringl
propofitions, which we draw from the words thus
«explained, viz.

Docr. I. That finners, while out of Chrift, are
engaged in-a wearifome labour. »

DocT. II. That all who are -out of ,Chrift are
under a heavy load or burden, which by all
their labours they cannot fhake off. -

Doct. III. Whatever finful and vain labours fin-
ners are engaged in, whatever be the loads which
are lying on them, they are welcome to Chrift ;
nay, he calls, invites, and .commands them to
come unto him.

" TsmALL confider thefe in order.—1I begin with
Docr. 1. That finners, while out of Chrift, are
. _engaged
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engaged in a wearifome labour. Were you~con-
demned, till you forfook your lufts, to row in the
gallcys, chained to the oars, to dig ia mines, never
to lec the light of the fun, it were not to be com-
pared to this wedrifome labour, while out of Chrift..

If finners feel it not, it is becaufe they are not at
all themfelves. It is a truth, though a fad one,
Ifa. Iv. 2. tmt they ¢ labour for that which fatis—
ficth not;” in the Hebrew; they ¢ labour to wea-
rinefs.” Ecclef. x. 15. ¢ The labour of the foolith --
wearieth every one of them ; becaufe he knoweth.
not how to go to the city.”

I~ difcourfing this point, we may inquire,

L What it is that ﬁ*mers out of Chrift are la--
bouring for.

II. How it is, that men out of Chrift labour for
happinefs. and fatisfaction.

IIT. What fort of labour it is that they havc in -
thefe things.

IV. Why finners labour in thefe things for fa=
tisfaltion, and do not come to Chrift.’

V. Make fome practical improvement.

LBT‘ us inquire, h)

I. What it is that finners out of Chrift are la.-
bouring for. No man engageth in a labour, but
for fome end. he propofeth to himfelf: 'Though
the devil is overfman.of thefe labourers, yet he does:
not muke them go like clocks, without a defign,
Every one that labours propofes fome profit to hlm-
felf by his wark, and {o do thefe 3 there is-always
fomething, either really or feemingly good, that
men feek in all their labours. So, in a word, it
is-happinefs and fatisfaCtion that they are labouring
for, as well as the godly. For, confider, :

The defire of happinefs and fatisfattion is .
natural to man ; all men with to fee good. It is.
Aaa. T ROt
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not the defire of good that may fatisfy, that makes
the difference between the godly and the wicked,
but the different ways they take: Pfal. iv. 6. 7.
¢ There be many. that fay, Who will fhew us any
good ? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy counte-
nance upon us. Thou haft put gladnefs in my
.heart, more than in the time that their corn and
“their wine increafed.” In whatever cafe a man 1s
on earth, in heaven or hell this is ftill his defire ;
and he muft ceafe to be a man, ere he can ceafe
" to defire to be a happy man. When that defire,
mentioned Ecclef. xii. 5. fhall fail, this defire is
ftill frefh and green ; and it is good in itfelf. -
Our Lord fuppofeth this in the text, ard therefore
he promifes to them what they are fccking,‘ reft,
if they wiil come to him,

2. 'I'his defire is the chief of a]l all other
things are defired for it.  All men’s dcﬁrcs, how-
cver diffcrent, meet here, as all the rivers meet in
the fea, though their courfes may be quite contrary.

“Iherefore this is what they labour for.  The devil
Las fome labourers at his coarfe work, otheis at
the more fine, but they all mect in their end.

3. Defects and wants are interwoven with the
very nature of the creature 5 and the rational crea-
ture finds that it cannot be, nor is felf-fuflicient.
Hence it fecks its l)appmem without fclf, and
muft do it, to fatisfy thefe natural defircs.

L{_z/’ly, Secing, then, man’s happinets is without
Limfcif, it muft be brought in, which cannot be
done without labour. 1fis proper to God to be
Lappy in himfelf 5 but every crearure muft needs
go out of itfelf to find its happinefs ; fo that ation
is the true way to it, that is, reft cannot be found
but in the way of a&ion and labour, and becaufe
they are not in the rig ght way, it is wearifome la-
bour.

.

Ler
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LET us inquire,

II. How it is that men out of Chrift labour for
Kappinefs and fatisfaltian. Here it is impoflible
for us to reckon up particulars, and that in re--
gard, :

1. Of the different difpofitions of men, and the
various, ,as well as contrary opinions, concerning
what may make a man happy. Varro fays, there
were two hundred and eighty opinions touching
the chief good in his time. It is true, Chriftianity,
in the profeffion of it, hath fixed this point in prin-
_ciple ; but nothing lefs than overcoming grace can
fix it in point. of prattice. The whole body of
Chriftlefs finners are like the Sodomites at Lot’s -
door; all were for the door, but one grafps one
part of the wall for it, another another part, not
one of them found it. The world is, as the air
in a fummer-day, full of infes ; and natural men,
like a company of children, one running to catch
one, another another, while none of them is worth .
the pains. Oie runs te the bowels of the earth,
“another to the ale-houfe, &c. It is impoihible-
to determine here,

2. Inregard of men’s ftill altering their opinions :
about it, as they meet with new difappointments.
Like a'man in a mift, fecking a houfe in a wilder-
nefs, when every bufh, tree, &c. deceives, till,
by coming near, he is undeccived. ¢ O! (thinks
the man), if Thad fuch a thing, I would be well.”
‘Then he falls to labour for it; may be he never
gets it, but he ever purfues it. If he gets it, he
_finds it will not do, for as big as it was afar off,
yet it will not fill his hand when he grips it : but
1t muft be filled, or no reft, hence new labour to
bring forth juft a new-difappointment : Ifa. xxvi.
18. ¢ We have been with child, we have been in
‘ Aaz - pain,
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" pain, we have as it were brought forth wind.”—

It is difficult alfo,

3. Becaufe they cannot tell themfelves what
they would be at. Their ftarving fouls are like the
hungry infant, that gapes, weeps, cries, and fucks
every thing that comes near its mouth, but cannot

-tell what it would have, but is ftill reftlefs till the
-mother fet it to the breaft. It is regenerating

grace that does that .to the foul. The Hebrew

~word for believing, comes fromareot that fignifies
“to nurfe, as if faith were nothing but a laying of the
. foul on the breafts of Chrift, in whom dwelleth alb
- the fulnefs of the Godhead. The fcriptureholds him

out as the mother that bare them ; hence his people
are called, Ifa. liii. 11. ¢ The fruit of the travail of
his foul.” He alfo is their nourither ; hence he
fays, 1fa. i. 2. ¢ F have nourithed and broujght up

-children.” The breafts of the church, Ifa. lxvi.

’

r1. at which they are to fuck and be fatisfied, are
no other than Chrift. But, in the general, to fee
fram wheice it is that men out of Chrift go about
to {queeze out their hdppinefs, fee Pfal. iv. 6. 7.

quoted above. From which obferve two things.
~ (1.) That it is not Ged, for thefe two are fet -

" in oppofition ; go to as many doors as they will,

“they never go to the right door; HKence it follows,
“that it is the creatures out of which they labour to

draw their fatisfattion : ¢ Having forfaken the
fountain of living waters, they hew out to them-

~felves cifterns, broken eifterns, that can hold no.

water.”
(2.) That it is good they aré. fecking out of

‘them ; and indeed men can feek nothing but under

that notion, though for the moft part they call
evil good, and good evil. All good is either pro-
fitable, pleafureable, or honeft; thefe, then, are

-all that they are fecking, not from God, but from

themfelves

LY
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_ themfelves, or other creatures. The two former
have refpeé to the cravings of ‘men’s dcfires, the
latter to the cravings of the law. And feeing it is

‘not in God that they feek their happinefs and fatis-
faction, I infer hencé, 'That all out of Chrift are
labouring for their happinefs and fatisfattion in one
or both of thefe ways, either from their lufts, or

" from the law 3 and this I take to be the very la-

bour intended in the text.  For which confider
thefe three things. ’

14, 1 hat all natural menrhave two principles in
them, (1.) Corruption; (2.) Confcience. Both
crave of - them : Rom. ii. 15. ¢« Which fhew the
work of the law, written in their heart, their con-

. fcience alfo bearing witnefs, ard their thoughts the
mean while accufing, or elfe excufing one another.”
Hence, becaufe they do not mortify the luits, they

“muft be fed, or no reft ; and thercfore they labour
for their lufts to fatisfy them. ‘then, becaufe
they fly not to Chnift for the fatisfaCtion of their
confcience, they go to the law. -

2dly, The bulk of natural men in the world
have ftill been of two forts; (1.} The profane

“party 3’ (2.) The formal party. Thefe have ftill
been among Jews, Pagans, and Chriftians ; the
former labouring moft in lufts, the latter in the
law.

3dly, Adam left us with two yokes on our necks,
(1.) Of lufts 5 (2.) Of the law. The laft was of

“God’s putting, but he gave ftrength with it to bear
it; Adam took away the firength, but left the
“yoke, and put on a yoke of lufts befide; and in
oppofition to both thefe, Chrift bids us come and
take on his'¢ yoke, which is eafy, and his burden,
which is light,” Matth. xi. 29.

~ As tothe labour they hage in their lufts, they call
them, and theyrun aftershem, Thefe infernal devils
: in
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in the heart drive the {wine of this world into the
fea of perdition ; nay,. turn the foul itfclf into-
a very {ea, that cannot reft : Ifa. Ivii. 20. ¢« The-
wicked are like the troubled fea, when it cannot
reft, whofe watcrs caft up mire and dirt.” They:
lahour like madmen for fatisfaltion to them, and
‘no.calm, no reft, till the foul come to Chrift.

1. “They labour hard in the lufts of profit :.
1 John, ii. 16. <« For all thatis in the world, the
luft of the flefh, the luft of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world.” The profits of the world are the cifterns .
they fqueeze for fatisfaCtion; they bewitch the
hearts of them that have them, and of them that
want them; they fly after them with that pains.
-and labour the ravenous bird doth after its prey:.

Prov. xxiii. 5. « Wilt thou fet thine eyes upon

.that which is not ? for riches take to themfelves.
wings, they fly away, as an eagle towards heaven.”
The ftrength of men’s defires, and the cream of
their affeétions, are fpent on them ; their happi-
nefs depends upon its fiiles, their mifery upon
Jits frowns 3 if gone, their god is gone. .Hence is
that verified, Hab. ii. 13. ¢ ‘lhey labour in the
very fire, and weary themfelves for very vanity,”
like a poor fool running to catch a thadow. They
have hard labour in lawful profits, how to get
them, and how to keep them, but hardeft of all, how
‘to {queeze fatisfaltion out of them; there they
labour in the very fire; they labour alfo in unlaw-
ful profits. The foul is an empty thing ; lufts are
ill to guide ; confcience muft make a %lretch now
and then, for the fatisfattion of lufts; and the
man will leap over the hedge, though the ferpent
will bite him : 1 Tim. vi. 9. 1o. ¢ But they that
will be rich fall into temptation and a fnare, and
into many foolith and hurtful lufts, which drown
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men in deftru@ion and perdition. For the love
of money is the root of all evil.” Hence the car-
nal man, I may fay, never gets up his back, but
on his belly doth he go, and labours, as if he were
a flave condemned to the mines, to dig in the
bowels of the earth ; like the blind moles, his con-
ftant labour is in the earth, and he never opens
his eyes till he is dying. He has his lade of thick
. clay upon his back, Hab. ii. 6. as the fruit of his
Yabouring in the fire. There'is thus a labouring and
heavy-laden party. Others take the world in their
. hund as a ftaff, nay, tread on it as the dirt, and
" they get it as a burden on their back, while guilt,
many times contradted in the getting of it, whe-
ther by oppreflion, cheatery, or neglecting of the
foul for it, is like a fore back under the load, that
makes them ready in defpair to throw it away, but

they know not how to fublift without it.
2. They labour in lufts of pleafure s they go
about ad the bee, extracting the fweet out of the
“ creatures for their own fatisfation ; this and the
former ufualiy go together. Profits and pleafures
are the world's two great baits, at which all na-
tural men are conftantly leaping, till they are
caught by the hook, and flung out into the fire of
wrath : Prov. ix. 17. 18. ¢ Stolea waters are
fwect, and bread eaten in fecret is pleafant. But
he kuoweth not that thé dead arc there, and that
her-guefts are in the depths of hell.”  Pleafure is
a ncceffary ingredient in happinefs, and man car-
not but feck it; hence God propofeth’ it to men
in himfelf, who is the fountain of all {weetnefs:
Pfal. xvi. 11. « Thou wilt thew me the path of
life, in thy prefence there is fulnefs of joy, at thy
right-hand there are pleafures for cvermore.”
But blind man makes the creature-{weetnefs his
idol, and puts it in the room of God ; for ¢ they
arc

e
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are lovers of pleafures, (in this fenfe), more than
lovers of God,” 2 Tim. iii. 4, It is no fault to
fcek our profit ; for, Heb. xi. 26. « We are to have
relpect unto the recompence of the reward.” Nor
to feek what may be fweet to the foul ; for we may
with our fouls to be ¢ fatisfied with marrow and
farnefs,” Pfal. Ixiii. 5. But the natural maa’s
mifery and fin both i3, he forfakes God, and faftens
on the breaits of the creatures for thefe things.

Now, there are two breafts of the creatures at
which men may be fucking.

(1.) The breaft of lawful comforts. Natural men
fall on thefe, inftead of the breafts of God’s confo-
lations, and labour, thopgh in vain, to fqueeze
happinefs and fatisfaQion out of them, and that
with the greateR eagernefs. They aié lawful in.
themiclves, but they often prefs fo hard, that they
draw out blood inftead of milk from them; and
are like men working at a flinty rock, to bring out
water, inftead of which they get fire flaihing in
their face, as in that cafe, Judges, ix. 15. whea
¢ fire came dut of the bramble to devour the ce-
dars of Icbanon.”—There is,

- (2.) The breaft of unlawful comforts, Prov. ix.
17. % Stolen waters are fweet.” Many feck their
fatisfaction in thofe things which they ought not
fo much as po defire, and fiil themfelves with what:
God forbids them fo much as to tafte. O/ the
'mi:ery of Chriftlefs finners, to whom both lawful
and unlawful comforts. are effectual faares for
ruin. Like mad bealts, if they abide within the
hedge, they tear up all to the red earth, which doth
not yet fatisfy. But they moft ufvally break over
all hedges ; and they do fo, becaufe the creature
cannever fully anfwer the craving defires and
hungry appetite, and yet, after all, they will not
* come to Chrift, that they may have reft.

—— .
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Thefe breafts of: the, creatures have many {prings,
-divers lufts and pleafures, Titus, iii. 3. and thefe
are ferved ; men muft labour in them as a fervant
at his mafter’s work. I fhall reduce them to thefe
‘two heads, mentioned Eph. ii. 3. the defires of
‘the fleth and of the mind. ..

1%, They labour for fatisfation and happinefs
in the pleafures of .the fleth. And,—1. Infen-
fuality. This was the door man firft went to, af=
ter he had left God. And fince the world was
turned up fide down by that means, the foul has
1ain downmoft, and the fleth uppermoft, fo that
they are all {enfual, as Jude fays, wer. 19. that
‘have not the Spirit; and the foul is made drudge
of the body. The bellyis a god, and the pleafures
-of the fleth are fqueezed, for fatisfaction ; all the
fenfes are fet a-working for it,.and yet can never
do enough: Ecclef. vi. 7. « All the labour of man
is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled.”
Many arts and trades are found out to bring this
to perfeQtion, though all in vain, and there is no
end of thefe things, which are of no ufe but to

leafe -the fleth, which, like the grave, never fays
1t has enough.—2. Eafe, floth, and quiet, which is
a negative kind of fenfuality : Luke, xii. 19. ¢ The
rich man faid, Thou haft goods laid up for many
_years, foul, take thine eafe.” All to pleafe the
fleth. This cofts hard labour many times to the
foul, many a throw confcience gets for the fake
of this idol, what by negle& of duties, what by
going over the belly of light to fhun what is grie-
ving to the fleth, as if men’s happinefs confifled in
‘the quiet enjoyment of themfelves.—They labour
for fatisfaction, :
2dly,Inthe defiresof themind,and pleafures there-
of. Thefe, if they terminated on right objects, and
were fought in a right manner, itwould be well, for
our true happinefs confifts in the fouls enjoymen;
: . o
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of God ; butin the natural man all is in confufion.
And,—1. There is much labour in feeking happi-
nefs in the pleafures of the judgement. This is
the fnare of thinking gracelefs men ; this was a-
mong the firft doors men went to when they turn-
ed from God : Gen. iii. 5. ¢ Ye fhall be as gods,
knowing good and evil.” ~ And there is hard labour
withaut a figure, for the punifhment of that:
Ecclef. i. 13. « And I gave my hea - to feek and
fearch out by wifdom concerning all things -that
are done under heaven; this fore travail God
hath given to the fons of men to be exercifed
therewith”.  And what comes it to at length ? to
no reft ; for, ver. 18. «In much wifdom there
is much- grief; and +he that increafeth know-
ledge, increafeth forrow.” Here is fulfilled,
* Ecclef. x. 15. « The labour of the foolifh wea-
rieth every one of them, bécaufe he knoweth not
how to go to the city.” ‘Whereas, would they go
to Chrift, they would be in a fair way to get what
they are fecking ; for, John xvii. 3. ¢ This is life
eternal, that they might know thee the true ‘God,
and ]efus Chrift, whom thou haft fent.” < In
whom are hid, all the treafures of wifdom and
knowledge,” Col ii. 3. There is labour,—2. In
pleafures of the fancy. 'What elfe are all the lufts
_of the eye ? all the abundance of the riches for
which men labour fo much? Ecclef. v. 11. « When
goods increafe, they are increafed that eat them ;
and what good is there to the owner thereof, fa-
ving the beholding of them with their eyes ? all
they can think or fay is, Thefe are mine.” What
is honour, credit, and the like, but a tickling of
our fancy, with the fancies of others about us, add-
“ing nothing to real worth? And how bufy is the
foul ofteritimes in that, Eccles. yi. 9. ¢ Better is
the hght of the eyes, than the wandering of the
defire,
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defire, Heb. walking of the foud. This is alfo va-
nity and vexation of fpirit. What fatisfaction is
fought in imagination-fins, luft, revenge, and
the like ? what reftleflnefs there, 2 Pet. ii. 14.
¢t Having eyes full of adultery, that cannot ceafe
from fin.” How bufy s the foul oftentimes in
imagination, of wealth, and the like, ‘as if,
when it had tried all other means in vain, it
would try, whilc awake, to dream itfelf happy !
« The thoughts of my heart,” fays Job, chap. xvii.
11. Heb. zke paffions of my heart, « are broken off.”

. The other thing in which natural men labour
for re& is. the /aw ; compare the text, Matth. xi.
28. with ver. 29. and 30. Emphatically is that la-
bour defcribed,- Rom. x. 3. ¢ For they being ig-
norant of God’s righteoufaefs, and going about to
‘eftablifh their own righteoufnefs.” Go about ; the
word fignifies, a feeking, like a difputer in the
fchools, or a tormentor of one upon the rack; to
eftablifh, to make it ftand itfelf alone. They feek:
to make it ftand, as men that will have a ftone to-
ftand on end, which, at the fame time, is ever co-
ming down on them again. Why all this ? be-
caufe it is their own: ¢ Have not fubmitted.”
Chrift offers a rightcoufnefs; but to tal® it, is to-
them a point of tubmiflion, againft which they Ia-
bour, as the untoward bullock againft the yoke.
They will never let it on till God break the iron
finew of the neck, Ifa. xlviii. 4.

- To confirm thls, confider,

" 1. All men defire to'be happy, and no man can-
get his confcience quite filenced, more than he can
get the notton of a God quite erafed from his mind:
Rom. ii; 14. 15. ¢ They are a law unto themfelves,
their confcience alfo bearing witnefs, and their
thoughts the mean while accufing or excufing one
another.” Peace of mind is a natural defire, whxch

-Vor, L. Bb none
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none can diveft himfelf of. Hence it follows,
men cannot but feek jinward peace’; and though
they may fet themfelves to murder confcience for
thut end, yet feeing it will not do for them totally,
they do of neceflity take fome other way. There
never was but two ways, either Chrift, or the law.
The former they reject, therefore it follows, they
follow the latter. Let us view this in three forts
of natural men. . A
. (1.) In the profane perfon, who has not fo much
as a form of godlinefs ; it is hardeft to be found in
them. Dut none fo profane, but it will readily
be found they have fome one good thing or ano-.
ther about them, and fometimes they will com-
pliment their confciences with a demial of fatis-
faltion to their lufts, which is a labour fo much
the harder to them, as they are under the greater
power of lufts. ‘This fure they do not with an eye
to make themfelves miferable, but happy that their
confciences may excufe them, Rom. ii. 15. Ex-
cufing, even thofe that are moft at the devil’s will,
are taken captive, as hunters who take their prey
alive, 2 Tim. ii. 26. Importing ftill, a confcience
labouring in the law, though lufts, as being ftronger,
do for the moft part prevail.—Let us view this,
(2.) In the formal natural man : fome of whom la-
bour in the duties of morality; others in thofe of re-
ligion ; who are at no fmall travail in the law, if

_ we cenfider it all for nought. Like the Pharifee,

Luke, xviil. 11. they take not the gofpel-way, yet
they labour in the law. Sure lufts remain in them
in their life and vigour. - It furely cofts labour fo
far to rcftrain them. Let us view this,

(3-) In the awakened finner. I am not for ex-
cluding thefe out of the text, but only that it be
not reftrained to ther : Aéts, ii. 37. ¢ Now, when
they heard this, they were pricked to the heart,

and’
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and faid unto Peter, and the reft of the apoftles;
What thall we do ?” Thefe mend their hands

at this hard labour, and oftimes labour fo.to keep
the law, that they are both by themfelves, and
others taken for faints of ‘the firlt magnitude, and
yet it is but ftill in the law, till converting grace

~ come, and fned them off the old root. .
2. Itis natural for men to labour in the law
for happinefs, and therefore, till nature be over-
come by grace, men will not be put off it. TkL:
law was  Adam’s covenant, who, with his children,
were to work and win heaven by their works ; tho*
they have loft their father’s ftrength, -yet they will
keep their father’s trade; though their ftock b
fmall, yet they will keep the merchandifing for
heaven, and give God good works for good wages.
See nature fpeaking out of him, Matth. xix. 16
¢ Good Mafter, what good thin§ thall I do that ¥
may have eternal life ?” And it often happens, that
they who have feweft of good works lay the great-
eft ftrefs upon them. :

3. Confider how this practice has been formed
into principles, in the face of the fun of the gofpel.
Never was an crror yet vented in principle, but
in compliance with fome corruption of the heart ;
therefore is that made the charaQeriftic of true

.dofkrine, that it is according to godlinefs, 1 Tim.
vi. 3. No fooner was the gofpel preached, than
Cain fets up for works in oppofition to faith : Gen.
iv. 4. 5. ¢ And the Lord had refpect to Abel, and
to his offering ; but unto Cain and his offering he
had not refpect.”  Paul gives the reafon : Heb. xi.
4. % By faith Abel offered unto God a more ex-
cellent facrifice than Cain.”  In Abraham’s family,
to whom the promife of righteoufnefs was more
clearly made, Hagar bears her fon; compare Gal.

Bba2 ’ iv.
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iv. 24. 'When the people were in Egypt, the ge-
nerality of them knew nothing elfe. They had
curtailed the law fo very fhort, as all that labour
in it do, that they thought they kept all very well :
Rom. v. 13. « For until the law, fm was in the
world ; but fin is not imputed, when there is no
law.” For that caufe God gave them the law, as
in Exod. xx. Gal. iii. 2g. ¢ The law was added
becaufe of tranfgreflions ;” it prevailed in the days
of the prophets, in Chrift’s days, and from the
beginning of the Chriftian church to this day ;—
hence our fwarms of Papifts, &c.—Confider,

4. They turn the very gofpel into law, as un-
clean veflels four the {fweeteft liquor that is put in
them. 'What a real gofpel was the ceremonial law
1o the Jews, holding up blood, death, and tranfla-
tion of guilt, from them to the fubftitute, every
day before their eyes in their facrifices ! But, Rom.
ix. 11. ¢ Their very table (that is, their altar, fo
called, Mal. i. 12.) became a fnare;” and they
went about thefe things, as if by them they would
kave made up what was wanting in their obferva-
tion of the moral law. Juft fo was it turned in
Popery ; yea, and, alas! among Proteftants it is
found thus foured, to whom the gofpel is the law,
and faith, repentance, and new obedience, the ful-
filling of the law. But would to God it ftood in
principles-only ; but as fure as every unrenewed
man is out of Chrift, as {ure even thefe natural
men, whofe heads are fet right in this point, in
their hearts and praclice the very gofpel is turned
into law, and their obedience, their very faith and
repentance, fuch as it is, is put in the room of
Chrift. For pratice, when fairly traced, will fhew
the principles from which it proceeds. .

Laftly, Confider, though all would be faved,
yet natyral men are engmies to the gofpel-way of

falvation :
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falvation : 1 Cor. . 23. ¢ Itis to the Jews a ftum-
bling-block, and unto the Greeks foolifhnefs.”
"They muft then be in love with the law, for there
is no mids ; yea, fo cleave they to it, that nothing
but death can part Adam’s fons and it, and this
even a violent death in a day of God’s power :
Pfal. cx. 3. Rom. vii. 4. % Ye alfo are become
dead to the law ;" Greek, deadened, killed, or put
to death. As long as a foul fees how to fhift with-
out Chrift, it will never come to him ; add to this,
that the godly find the remains of this principle in
them to ftruggle againft. Self-denial is the firft
leflon Chrift gives, but they are a-learning it all
their days. If it is thus in the green tree, what.
fhall it be in the dry ?

Bb 3 THE



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED.

|

SERMON XIX.

MaTTH. Xi. 28. Come unto me, all ye that labour,
and are heavy-laden, and I will give you refi.

E are now,

II. To inquire, What fort of a labour
finners have in thefe things ¢ For the fake of plain-
nefs, it will be neceffary to confider this labour,
1, As itrefpefts theirlufts ; 2dly, As it refpects
the law. We are, ’

1/ To confider this labour of finners, as it re-
fpets their lufts, their going up and down among
the creatures, extracting from them a comfort and
pleafures, which they take for happinefs.—I fhall
here fhow the properties of this labour, and thus
confirm the point, that they are engaged in a
wearifome labour. ‘

1. It is hard labour, and fore toil : Jer. ix. 5.
« They weary themfelves to commit iniquity.”
None win the devil’s wages for nought, they eat
no idle bread where he is tatk-mafter, and they
muft needs run, whom he drives. The devil’s

yoke
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yoke is of all yokes the heavieft.—To clear this
point, confider,

(1.) What the fcriptures compare this labour in
lufts unto ; whereby it will appear hard labour.—
It compares ir,

[1.] To the labour of a man going to a city,
and not knowing the way: Eeclef. x. 15. ¢ The
labour of the foolith wearieth every one of them,
becaufe he knoweth not how to go to the city.”
That is hard labour, as many know by experience.
Many a weary foot fuch muft go, many a hard-
thip they muft endure, and fo muft thefe in pur-
fuit of happinefs.—It compares it,

[2:] To a labouring in the fire : Hab. ii. 13-
¢ Behold, is it not of the Lord of hofts, that the
people fhall labour in the very fire, and the people
thall weary themfelves for very vanity ?”” How hard
is their labour that lieth about a fire ! what fweat !
what toil! Jer. vi. 29. ¢ The bellows are burnt,
the lead is confumed of the fire, the founder melt-
eth in vain, for the wicked are not plucked away.”
But how much more hard in the fire | As whena
houfe is on fire, and men in it, labouring to pre-
ferve that which the fire confumes even amon
their hands. Thefe labour; 14, In the fire of lufts,
that inflames the heart, and {corches the very foul,
Prov. vi. 27. 28. ¢ For by means of a whorith
woman, a manis brought to a piece of bread, and
the adulterefs will hunt for the precious life. Can
a man take fire in his bofom, and his cloaths net
‘be burned ?” 2dly, In the fire of divine wrath that
is kindled by the former :- Ifa. ix 18. ¢ For wick-
ednefs burneth as the fire, it thall devour the briers
and thorns, and fhall kindle in the thickets of the
foreft, and they fhall mount up like the lifting up
of fmoke.” This confumeth what they are working
for in the other 3 {0 that when, like the fpider, ltlhaey-

‘ ve
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have fpun out their own bowels for a covering, .
yet it is by far too narrow, and they have but wea-
ried themfelves for very vanity.— It is compared,

{3.] To labouring under a burden, as in the.
text itfelf, which will not lct the man get up his
back. 'They are the devii’s drudges, labouring
under that load that will cruth them at laft, if
they do not, as in Pfal. Iv. 22. caft their burden on
the Lord, that he may fuftain them. They are
laden with divers lufts, which lic on them as a
burden on the weary beaft, which weary them in-
deed, but they are bound on as with bands of iron
and brafs.—It is compared,

[4.] To the labour of a foldier in war ; they
watch for iniquity as a centry at his poft: Ifa.
xxix. 20. The natural man himfelf is the very
field of battle : Jam. iv. 1. ¢ From whence come
wars and fightings among you ? come they not
hence, even of your lufts which war in your mem-~
bers ! The war itfelf you may fee defcribed in
the three following verfes. 'Who cannot but be
well laboured with the feet of men and horfe in
that confufion ? Though there be not grace and
corruption to war in them, there are lufts, and .
lufts oppofed to one another, lufts and light alfo.
—1It is compared, ‘

[5.] To the labour of the huibandman in plow- -
ing: Hof. x. 13. ¢« Ye have plowed wickednefs,
.ye have reaped iniquity.” They devife wickednefs,
which the Hebrew calls plowing it :. ¢« Devife not
-evil againft thy neighbour,” Prov. iit..29. ¢ An
ungodly man diggeth up evil, and in his lips there
is a burning- fire,” Prov. xvi. 27.——1It is com-

ared, . ’

[6.] Not to infift on more, to the labour of a
woman in child-birth: Pfal, vii. 4. ¢ Behold, he
travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mif-

: © chief,
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<hief, and brought forth falfehood.” What pangs
do raging lufts create to the foul ? What cords of

death d-es it ftraiten with 2 No fmall toil at con-

ceiving of fin, and bearing it in the heart, and

bringing it forth ; but nothing in the abominable

brat to fatisfy the foul after all.

(2.) Itis hard labour, if you confider that emi-
nent emblem of our natural ftate, the Egyptian
bondage. Their deliverance out of Egypt was ty-
pical of their fpiritual deliverance by Chrift, and
{o that muft needs fignify man’s natural ftate ; con-
cerning which it may be remarked, (1.) That as
the children of Ifrael went down to Egypt in the
loins of their parents, fo we in Adam.—(2.) As
the deliverance was wrought by the angel of the
covenant, by the hands of Mofes the Lawgiver,
and Aaron the Prieft, fo this by the law and the

ofpel.—( i,) As Pharaoh oppofed the children of
frael to the utmoft, fo the devil oppofeth here.
Pharaoh was ¢« the great dragon which lieth in the
midft of his rivers, which faid, My river is mine
own, and I have made it for myfelf,” Egek. xxix.
3. and was a type of that great red dragon, men~
tioned Rev. xii. 3. &c. But for that which con-
cerns this point, fee Exod. v. There you will find
perfons labouring, and heavy-laden, ver. 4. 5. Itis
Jhard labour to fatisfy lufts, the devil’s tafk-mafters :
Ephef. ii. 2. 3. « He worketh in the children of
ifobedience : Among whom alfo we had our con-
verfation in times pait, in the lufts of our fleth,
fulfilling the defires of the flefh, and of the mind.”
The Ifraelites had their tafks doubled, to put reli-
ion out of their heads and hearts, Exod. v. 10.
iuﬁs alfo muft be fatisfied, but wherewith to do
it is with-held, as ftraw was from the Ifraclites,
ver. 11. They are {cattered up and down among
the creatures for 1t, but can never fqueeze out a
{ufliciency
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fufficiency for them, even as the Ifraclites could
not find ftubble enough to prepare their bricks,
ver. 12. 13. 14. If any appearance of del +-erance,
the labour is made the harder. -Says Paul, Rom.
vil. 9. ¢ I was alive without the law once ; but
when the commandment came, fin revived, and I
died.”—Tt is hard labour,

(3-) If ye confider the effets this labour hath,
1, On the {euls of men. The minds of men have
a toilfome taik, where fin is on the throne : Ifa.
v. 20. ¢« Woe unto them that call evil good, and
good evil, that put darknefs for light, and light
for darknefs, that put bitter for fweet, and fweet
for bitter.” That foul muft needs be in a conti-
nual fever, while inordinate affe&tions are in their
ftrength, as in all out of Chrift: A fermentation
of lufts cannot but make a toffed mind. Anxiety
and cares of the world ftretch the mind, as on
tenter-hooks. A conccived f{light, like that of A-
hab, 1 Kings, xxi. 4. fets the proud man’s heart
in a fire of wrath and revenge, and fqueezes the
fap out of all their enjoyments, as in the inftance
of Haman, Efther, v. 9. 13. Envy flays the filly
one, luft ftrikes as a dart through the liver; an-
ger, malice, difcontent, and the like, make 2
man his own exccutioner ; they are tofled b:tween
hopes, fears, agd vanity, tumbled hither and thi-
ther with every wind of temptation, ag a thip with-
out either pilot or ballaft. 2d/y, Even the body is
oftimes hard put to it in this labour. The covetous
rifcs early, cats the bread of forrow for what is
not ; the drunkard ufes his body worfe than his
beaft. Kfore bodies have fallen {acrifices to lufts,
one way or another, than ever fell by all the hard-
fhips cither in or about religion.

2. It is bafe, mean, and abjet labour : See Jer.
ii. 21. compared with ver. 23.and 24. Were we

. . to
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to die like beafls, we might live like beafts, with
our fouls groveliing ftill downward on the earth.
If the foul had been fo narrow, as to be fatisficd
with lefs than an infinite geed, he had not fpoke
like a fool, who faid to his foul, Luke, xii. 19.
« Soul, take thine eafe, eat, drink, and be merry,”
when his barns were full; in that cafe,the {wine and
his foul might have fed together. LDut we have
immortal fouls, capable of enjoying an infinite
good, and fuch working in the earth muft nceds
be a bafe labour for an hecaven-born foul, which
God breathed into the formed duft, but gave not
to be drowned in a mafs of flefh and blood, norto
be only as falt, to keep the body a while from rot-
ting. - ’

"3. It is a conftant labour. The fea refts fome-
times, the carnal heart never : Ifa. Ivii. 20. ¢ But
the wicked are like the troubled fea, when it can-
not reft, whofe waters caft. up mire and dirt.”
Lufts are ever craving, never fay they have enough;
they are rolling the ttone to the top of the hill,
which ftill comes down on them again and again,
and creates ncw labour 3 fee Pial. Ixxviii, 18.—
20. 29. 30. ‘I'wo things make it a continual la-
bour. 1#, Continual difappointments.  TIxfe
they canuot mifs, fecing theic is no fatisfadlion to
be had in the creatures; yet their {oul ftill craves,
hence no reft, but are urged on to work again : Ifa.
Ivii. 10. ¢ Thou art weary in the greatnefs of thy
way, yet faidft thou not, 'There is no hope.” Tlen
are like the filly doves without heart, who {tiil go
to the fame neft where they have been herricd
never fo often before, and will even bag there,
where they have got a thoufand nay-fays. 24,
‘What is got in them enlarges the delire, inftead
of fatisfying it; the more that lufts are fed, the
more they require to maintain them.  Sin is an in-

fatiable

L
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fatiable tyrant ; to labour in its fervice, is but to
caft oil into the flame. ‘The dropfy-thirft can.
never be quenched.

4. It is vain labour, they can never reach the
end of it: Ifa. lv. 2. « Wherefore do you fpend

- maney for that which is not bread, and your labour

7

for that which fatisfieth not 2 “L'hey fhall as foon
fill a triangle witha circle, as the heart with fuch
things ; the grave fhall {ooner give back its dead,
than the lufts of the heart fay, It is enough. Itis.
impoffible to find fatisfaCtion in thefe-things, for
they are not fuitable to the foul, more than ftones
for the nourifhment of -the body. The body gets:
its- nourithment from the earth, bscaufe: it is of
the earth ; the foul is from heaven, and fo its fa=
tisfaction muft come from thence. The things.of
the world cannot fatisfy the foul, becaufe they have
no word-of divine appointment, to be the- ftaff of
that bread which nourifhes it without this, grafs’
could no more - fatisty the beafts, nor bread the-
hunger of man, than fand : Matth. ivi' 4. « Man’
liveth not by bread alone, but by every word: that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” God has-
kept this as his own prerogative, to fatisfy the foul,
incommunicable to the creatures conjunétly or fe-
parately. - .- - v .

Lafify, It is notwithftanding coftly labour 3 for
time that is precious is {pent on it, which men
thould hufband well, Ephef. v: 16. « Redeeming
the time, becaufe the days are evil.”  By.time well'
improved, we might attain true happinefs ; time
once gone can never be recalled:..  But, ah ! what
precious hours are caft away on thefe things, which
might be improved in trading for heaven..—It is
coftly, becaufe the gifts of the mind dre thrown
away on it. Reaforr makes us ditfer -from the
beafts, but by the abufe of it men make themfelves-

worfe
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" worfe than the beafts: Jer. viii. 7. ¢ Yea, the.

ftork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times :
and the turtle, and the crane, and the fwallow,
obferve the time of their coming : but my people
know not the judgement of the Lord.” Men’s
minds are employed not to knaw God, but other
things; theirchoice alfo is not fixed upon him, their
affeCtions are beftowed on other things.—Finally,
It is coftly, becaufe the outward good things of
the body, and eftate in the world, are beftowed

upon it. Health and ftrength go in the purfuit of
- vanityy and in the fervice of their lufts, yea, are .

facrificed many times on the altar of intemperance
and fenfuality. Riches, power, honours, as the

- feeding of the horfe does, make people kick againft A

who lays thefe things to their hands. Yea, to
crown all, the foul itflelf is thrown away upon it:

Matth. xvi. 26. ¢« For what is a man profited, if -

he gain the whole world, and lofe his own foul ?
er what fhall a man give in exchange for his
foul ?” Men feeking vanity, lofe what 1s moft ex-
eellent ; and it is dear-bought that is purchafed at
that rate.—I fhall now confider what is meant by,

II. A LsBOURING in thelaw. And to this moft
of what has been faid may be applied ; and befides
it may occur afterwards. I {hall only fay thefe two
things  anent it at prefent.

. 1. It is moft hard labour, for it requires the
moft exat obedience, under pain of the curfe:
Gal. iii. 10. ¢ Curfed is every one that continucth
ot in all things written in the book of the law,
.to do them.” Nothing but perfect obedience is
accepted, according to. the law; and for the leait

failure, it dooms the finner-to death. Now, r6

man can perform. this; and yety fo foolith are
men, that they think to pleafe God with their
Vor. I. Cc ' works.

1

>
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wotks. Again,—it is hard, becaufe the- law nei-
ther promifeth nor giveth ftrength. God gave
Adam ftrength to perform; he Joft it, the law
does not reftore it ; fo that in this'cafe they muft
make the brick, but no ftraw is laid to their hands.
This makes hard work, and fo, by the Spirit, it
at length breaks the heart of the eleé't and makes
them die to the law, as a wife to a rigorous huf-
band, Gal. ii. 19.

2. It'is a vain and ufelefs labour. There are
much pains, and yet no gain, in this labour. It
is vain, in refpet of the foul thiriving ; they that
Iabour in the law do but fow their feed in the fand;
all they reap is wind, which may puff them up, but
cannot nourifh. Why fo many barren dry profef-
~ fors ? but becaufe they are not trading with Chrift,

but with the law. Men go to duties, and reft in
them ; the pipe is laid fhort of the fountain.—It
is vain, . in refpe& of acceptance with God. It is
thanklefs work, for it fuperfedes the command-
ent to believe : John, vi. 29. ¢ This is the work

of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath
feat.” Itis # fad word; Rom. ix. 31. 32. « IL
7ael, which followed after the law of righteouf-
nefs, hath not attained to the law of righteoufnefs.
Wherefore ? Becaufe they fought it not by faith,
but as it were by the works of the law.” Turtles
were accepted on the altar at Jerufalem, when
bullocks were reje&ed on thefe at Dan and Bethel.
—Earther, it is vain, in refpect of anfwering the
demands of the law, Gal. iii. 10. Qur curtailed
obedience will not anfwer the mcafunng-reed of
the law ; it demands fatisfiCtion for what is paft,
and perfe& obedionce for what is to come.—Fi-
nally, it is vain, in refpe@ of falvation. - The way
‘o heaven by the firft covenant is blocked up 3 the
angel thh the flaming fword guards 1t, Gal. iii.
- lo.
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10. O Sirs! duties are a fandy foundation, and
great will be the fall of legal profeflors. Let
us inquire,

IV. WHy finners labour in thefe things for fa-
tisfa&tion, and do nct come to Chrift 7—They do
fo becaufc, -

. They have loft God, the fountain of happi-
ncfs, and thereforé they feek to fqueeze it out of
the creatures: Ephel. i1 12. « Havmg no hope,
and without God in the world.” ~For, fays God,
Jer. ii. 13. « They have forfaken me, the fountain
of living waters.” The fun is gone down upon
them, and therefore they light their candles, and
compafs themfelves with their own fparks ; for the
empty foul muft have {fomething to feed on. 'The
prodigal wanted bread, and therefore fed on hufks.

" Doves dung is precious, when there is no bread in
Samaria:—>Sinners labour in thefe things,

2. Beeaufe, by the power of a firong delufion,
they flill expe&t fatisfaCtion from them; they
are reprefented in a magnifying glafs, as the
forbidden fruit was to our arft parents, Gen. iii.
5. 6.  That delufion took with them, is tonveyed
‘to their pofterity, and will never be cured till grace
doit. Hence men, though they meet with a thou-
fand difappointments in thefe things, yet ftill from
new hopes they renew the attempt.—-Sinners labour
thus, : .

3. Becaufe thefe things are moft fuitable to the
corrupt nature-: Rom. viii. g.. ¢ For they that are
after the ﬂeﬂl, do mind the things of the flefh.”
Fifhes fwim in the river, and care not for the moft
pleafant meadow ; fwine prefer the dung-hill to a
palace; becaufe every. thing feeks its like. Lufts
muft be nourithed with thefe; even the way of
the law, though 3uﬁ and good in itfelf, is the way

Ccz2 that
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that agrees beft with felf : Rom. iii. 27. « Where
is boafting then ? ‘It is excluded. By what law ?
. Of works ? Nay, but by the law of faith.”—Sin-
ners are engaged in this labaur,
.~ 4. Becaufe they know no better. Chrift is a

hidden Chrift to men in their natural eftate ; they
fee not his glory, fulnefs, and excellency ; they
. fay, as in Song, v. 9. ¢ What is thy Beloved more
than another beloved ?” The fowl fcrapes by the
“jewels, and takes up a corn befide them, becaufe
it knows not their worth: r Pet. ii. 7. « Unto
you, therefore, which believe, he is precious, but
unto them which be dlfobcdxcnt, the ftone the
 builders difallowed, the fame is made the head of
the corner, and a ﬂ:one of ftumbling, and a rock
" of ‘offence, even to them that ftumble at the word,
bemg difobedient.”—Sinners continue this labour,

Lqﬂly, Becaufe' men naturally are enemies to
the way’ of falv.mon by Jefus - hrift.——1I now
‘come, T

A To nfake fome pradical n‘nprovemcnt of the
whole.
~ Allow rne, then, to expoftulate with you in the
‘moft earneft manner upon ‘this fubjeéiv
““Ipend “you your labour for that which fansﬁct
“not? Ia. Iv. 2. - Sceing you would labour, will

* "you not change your work, and labourin Ged’s way,
that ye may enter into his reft ? It is a wearifome
" Tabour that all-out of Chrift are engaged in. I
would have you, then, togive it over, and eugage
“in the fervice of Chrift. I'come in his name, to
bid you, to Befeech you, to ceafe from this labour.
! havc thefe things to fay, in regard to it.

. It is a labour God never put in your hands,

'but 1t procceds from the devil, and a corrupt heart,
v.ho yoked you to that work of {eeking your hap-
pinet$
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pinefs in the creatures ; in lufts, or in the law, and
not in God. To this fome may plead, Not guilty !
¢ We know (fay fuch) the world is but a yain:
~ thing,and we place our chief happinefs inGod. God

- forbid we thould be labouring inanyfuch way " For

our conviction, however, Imuft fpeak a few things. .

ou may be deceived ; many are as bufy as their
‘hands can be at that work, and yet fay that they
are not: Prov. xxx. ¢« There is a generation that

_ are pure in their own eyesy and yet is not wathed
from their filthinefs.”—I would inquire at you,

* (1.) Who loofed you from this labour ? Were
you never at it ? If you think fo, you rhiferab_lg de-~
ceive yourfelves, Eph. ii. 3. already quoted. Since
Adam went from God, to pluck Kis happinefs oft
the forbidden tree, all mankind have followed his
fteps, and abide at the work, till converting grace

. loofe them. 'What is converfion, but a turning'to

_-God, from whom we are natyrally turned away ?
Alas ! there are few converts |—Tinquire,

(2.) Was you ever heartily wearied of this la-

. ~ bour, feeing your folly in abiding fo long with it
‘Was it ever a heavy tafk, that you was made to
-groan out under ? ‘All are welcome to Chriii that
will come, but none will ever give over their la-
bour till they be brought to this. God muft bring
thefoultoa ioly defpair in this way, ere it be gi‘\v‘en :
over, Hol. ii. 6. 7. And then 'the’ foul, haying
-run itfelf out of breath, cau neither get fatisfaCuon

* in the, creapures, nor go to God; thus it jeaves

. the purfuit, and fits down with that, Jer. xxx1. (8. -
:¢¢ Thou haft chaftifed me, and’ I ‘was chaftifed,
as a bullock unaccuftomed to,the yoke ; turn theu

“me, and I {hali be turned, for thou art the Lord
my God.” * John, vi.'44. ¢« No man.can come

" unto me, except the Father who fent me draw
‘him"’-"l infll-}i,tc, K ' .

Ccz ']('3‘.)f How
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“(3.Y How ate you efpt from returning to this
]abcm‘ % () you have left it; it will not be without
a’ﬁrhggle “There is- a natural bias in the hearts
of #ll'men this ‘way. ~Alig'|" the ftrong man keeps
the ‘houfe” with' the greater part; .they have.no:
feruggle with the world; neither how 1o get it,’
'xior how fo keep it out of the heart.—I inquire,
“(4:¥ Whence isityour greateft d:ﬂ'atxsfa&tonpro-
cééds, from the world’s mnfngmig with you, or
God's ‘hiding his face from you? from your-difap-.
tmehts in the world, or at the .throme. of
grace 2 'Where the difappointment: goes deapeﬂ:,r
the expeltations have been greateft : ¢ :
ferréd makes the heart fick ;3 an mfalhble ewdence
thiat mioft men are at this work. Men will not-
b iffatisfied for miffing a thing, where they wcre"
not to' fhd it.—Tiinquirey - . .
¢) 'Whete do- you find your gmteﬂ: fatisfact
t?émm{ﬂ pleafure, if we may call itfo ? - Inithe env’
joymeént of - Gody or of the world;: or in. getting
‘the' cravings of yout Tufts anfwered ? Ah " there
are not & few, ‘from ‘whom, if the world’s joy. was
tarned gway; that would not havewa blyth hour:
"They nevet foiifid asimuch {weetnefs in the. bene-
ﬁts of the covenant, as in'thefe-ofsthe worlds =
1 {6.) If'you be tiot labouring thus, what are you
domg then ? Thereis not, and there cannotbe;, an -
idle foul among us; If the devil has us not,. God .
_ has usat work ; one of the two muft. . T.'hefc
' thmgs muﬂ; brmg ci)nvx&xons to om' breaﬂ;s

: Au.ow ‘'me ftill farther to expoﬁuhﬁ:e w:th om
Why: {pend you-your labour:for that which'fa

ﬁeth not ? "The labour you are engaged in is a
thanklefs labour; God will not thank you for it ;
he fays, ¢« Who hath required this at your handg #”

The devil pays you the wages which are due to it,
which
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which are death, Reom. vi, 23. . He hath no bet-
ter to give.- Befides this, the labour in which ¥ou
are engaged, is a labouring againft God : Jer, ii..
-33.  Having forfaken the fountain of .living wa-
ters, .ye ‘have hewed: out for yourfslves cifterns,.
broken ciftezns that ¢an hold no water.” Ye arg
thus fetting the creature in the room of God, and.
accordingly God is againft- -you in. this labour, .fo
that you can.never gét what. you aze fecking from
it.. Oh! then be exherted to ceafe from, to.give.
up with this fabour. - To-prevail with' you in o
ing this, I would lay before you the followmg‘
MoTivesd |
» 1. Why will ye toxl fo to brmg out of tlu: crea-
tares what is -not in- them? Nothing but God
himfelf is commenfurable to the defires .of the
foul; no man ever faw or-will fee an end of his
dcﬁtes, tilt they are {fwallowed up in God himfelf.
- When the creatures were at their beft,thexe was the,
forbidden troe in paradife. to teach man his happi-
nefs was mot in them, . How much more now,
when they are fo much worfe! Ifa. xxviii, 20.
« For the bed.is thorter than that a man can ftretch
himfelf on it, and the covgnng narrower than that
be can wrapt himfelf in-it.” - -
-2. How:can ye think, to ﬁnd reft § in th;t whxch
_ig'seftlefs in itfelf ? are not all things here unﬁpbk as -
water, and fo cannot excel? Unchangeablenefs is @
neceffary property. of. that which makes truly_ hap~
py, for otherwile the very fear of lofing it mars the
conceived happinefs. Will we feek our reft in
vanity, fill our hands with .the wind, fit eafy\on
- the roliing’ wawes, or.on the top of a ,wheel that is
in'continual motion ?
3. Did you ever mect with that among Crga=
turc-enjoyments, that was every way as ye w;::d
. ve
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.haye had it ? DiffatisfaCtion will proceed from
. .any defe&, however fmall, as it was with Haman,
Efth. v. 13.; but fatisfaCtion requires an univerfal
concurrence of all defirablesin the thing that muft
fatisfy 5 fo it is, Song v..16. « He is altogether.
lovely.” Let a man turn over the whole creation
_for fatisfation, let all be caft into his lap, yet he will
find, as in Job, xx. 22. ¢ In the fulnefs of his fuf-
~ ficiency he fhall be in ftraits.” Who ever got the
rofe that wanted the prickles ? the fweetnefs in
.any of them, thit wanted a mixture of bitternefs ?
4. Do not the difappointment of hopes necef-
fary cleave to them all 2 They promifé more
‘when afar off, thanthey afford when thiey are come
" near. Motintains afar off beeome mole-hills when
" near; like a ball of fnow, the mote clofely it is held,
At will grow the lefs, /
-, §- Has not the fap been {queezed out of enjoy-
_ments to thee between the hand and the mouth ?
Hof. ix, 2. « The floor and the wine prefs fha]l
* not feed them, and the new wine thall fail in her.”
~Have you not had fair profpects that have been
“,blafted in a moment, ere you ever tafted of them ? -
-As if they had appeared for no other end, but to
" .raife. the appetite that was not .to be laid with
.y, 6~ Has not the lofs of them often brought
_ygreater forrow than ever the having of them gave
-.sjoy;.while, Ged. has taken away the defire of thine
gr 6Y6Ss. thy. choice comforts. 'Wer't thou not more
;. grieved theny than thoy wer’t happy before ?
/o 1o Has not that wherein thou haft expeéted the
" greateft comfort turned out to be the. greateft
_r«rofs ? This was the cafe with Rachel, who faid
_»tq,Jacob, « Give me children, elfc I die,” Gen.
.. xxxi. compare Gen. xxxv. 16.--20.~. She got
- 1«children, and death inftantly followed.
o ) 8. Have
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"~ 8. Have not fignal mercies, as well as judge-
ments, brought a (%ing along with them, while con-
fcience has been whifpering unto thee, that God
was thine enemy. ,

9. Was ever thy heart truly at reft in thefe
things, fo that thou couldft fay thou defireft no
more ? Nay, but the more of thefe, the more are

‘they defired. o '
_ 10. There is another way to come at your pur-
pofe. Conre to Chrift, and he will give you reft.
"This is a fhort way, for all is in him ; whatever
perfeions are fcattered up and down amongft
the creatures, all is in him, and infinitely more.
It is a fure way, for you will not mifs happinefs

if you come to him.

I wourp once more expoftulate with you.
“Why do you fpend your labour for that which fa-
tisfieth not ? I would befeech you, in the moft

" earneft manner, not only to ceale from, to give up
with, your prefent unpleafant and unprofitable la-
bour, but alfo to change your labour; I would
have you, not only to depart from evil, but even to
do good ;5 I would call upon you to engage'in the
fervice of a new Mafter, and run in the way of
_Lis commandments. - You are labouring, ‘you

" muft be labouring, one way or other ; will you not

“then engage in the labour of true religion, real god-

“linefs ? If we muft ferve, furely it is better to ferve

- Chrift than the devil. The labour that there is in

religion affrights the world at it ; but why thould
it, fecing their labour is fo great while out of Chrift?

Confider, ‘ ' ’ o '

1. We are not calling you from idlenefs to work-
#g, but from labour to labour. And even if we

were ftill to be flaves, better be fo to God than d:o

‘ ‘ R
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the devil. What will men fay to Chrift at the
laft day, who will be at pains in their lufts, but
be at none in holinefs, that ‘will bear a yoke, but
not Chrift’s yoke ? ‘ :

2. We call you, not from one bafe labour to .
another, but from a bafe to an honourable work.
Should one be called from the ftone-barrow to be a
king’s cup-bearer, it were not comparable to what
is propofed.— 1. They will have a moré honourable
Mafter.—2. More honourable fellow<labourers, for
the angels ferve him.—3. More honourable work,
God himfelf is glorious in holinefs.—4.. A more
honourable office ; from being flaves to the devil,
they are made kings and priefts unto God.

3. 'We call upon you from vain labour, to that
which fhall be profperous. and fuccefsful; you
are labouring for happinefs there, where you
will never get it, but here are full breafts ; you .
are in vain ftriking at the flinty rock -for-wa-
ter, here is an open fountain, where none ever
went away difappointed. B

4. We call you from a barren labour, where you
will get nothing but forrow to take away with
'you, to a labour which, when you have fihithed
‘your works, will follow you, Rev. xiv. 13. Ah!
-miferable is your prefent labour, Ifa. lix. 5. 6.
The fpider waftes its bowels to fpin its web, and
when all is done, one ftroke of the, befom fweeps
all away; it is either” killed in its web, or
drawn by it as a rope unto death ; fo that it doth.
but fpin its winding-fheet, “er plait the rope for
itfelf. Confider, =~ -
. §.'That the worft which can be made of it is,

that religion is hard labour. But this {hould be
no prejudice againft it with you, feeing, as has.
been faid, the labour out of Chrift is alfo hard la-

. bour. But to' caft the balance, obferve,
(1)
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(1.) If it is hard labour, it is worth the pains, the
other is not fo; for, Prov. ii. 4. 5. ¢ If thou feekeft
her as filver, and fearcheft for her as liid treafures,
then fhalt thou underftand the fear of the- Lord,
and find the knowledge of God.” There is hard
labour in digging ftones, as well as in digging for
gold 3 nay, it is hard labour digging difappoint-
ments, that which is not ; whereas the gain of the
other is precious and certain—1. The promife,
Prov. viil. 21. ¢« That I may caufe thofe that love
me to inherit fub(tance, and I will fill their trea-
fures.”—2. The experience of all the labourers
confirm the certainty of it : « I (God) faid not unto
the feed of Jacub, Seek ye my face in vain.”

(2.) If it 18 hard labour, it is fhort ; if the work
be fore, yet it is not longfome. You fhall foon
reft from your labours: Rev. xiv. 13. He that
is tired with his journey, his fpirits will revive
when near the end. 'The fhadow of, the evening
makes the labourer work heartily, for loofing-time
is at hand. The trials, afflictions, weeping, &ec. of
the faints, endure but for a moment. On the other
hand, the labour of other perfons knows no end ;
no reft abides them, but an evcrla{hng toil under
wrath that never ends.

6. We call you from a hard to an ealy labour :
¢ My yoke is eafy,” Chrift has faid it, we muft
believe it. But to clear it, conﬁder for this time
only thefe two things.

(1.) All the difficulties in rehglon arife from that
a&live corruption which is in men, putting them to
labour in theirlufts and in thelaw : Mat.xi.12.“The
kingdom of heaven fuffereth violence, and the vio-
lent take it by force.” Violence and force, not
with God, he oppofeth us not, but with cur own
corruptions. And in this fenfe only the fcrlﬁtl;(lie

olds

<
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holds out the labour of religion to be hard. But
men do not ftate the matter fairly: Lay a ton-
weight upon a rolling-ftone, certainly it 1s harder
to roll both together than the ftone alone; but is the
ftone therefore lighter than the top-weight ? Take
them feparately, and abfolutely, the labour in re-
ligsn is eafy, the other hard. Men cannot bear
Chiift’s burden. Why ? becaufe they ftill keep
on the devil’s burden, and they cannot bear the
one above the other ; that is not -fair, Lay off the
ong, take up the other ; fee which is lighteft. A
meck and a paflionate man, which of them has
“the hardeft tafk in bearing an affront? the fober
san, or the drunkard? the worldly man, or he that
lives above the world ? The more power grace
has, the more eafy; the more power lufts have, the
more hard is the labour. . ‘
(2.) There is true help in the one, not in the
other.—The labour in religion has outward helps;
the laboarers are not helplefs, they have a cloud of
witnefles gone before them, whom they may fee
with their crowns upon their heads, Heb. xii. 1. Ye
are not the forlorn in hope. Armies of faints
have ftormed heaven before you,” and have left it
behind them ; that the work is poffible, and the re-
ward certain. ‘[he other have not this ; if they get
fatisfaCtion intheir lufts, they dre the firft. They
fee thoufands before them, who have laboured as
hard as they, difappointed,and afe lain down in for=
row.—This labour has inward helps. Chrift bears
the heavieft part of his own yoke; he gives,
ftrength, he works the will for the work ; and the
work for us, when we have the will : Phil. ii. 13,
« For it is God that worketh in us, both to will
and to do of his good pleafure.” Ifa. xxvi. 12.
¢ Thou alfo haft wrought all surworks in us.” The
' * others
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others have not. True, they have that within them
which puts them on to this labour, but the more
of the one, the harder is the other, as the wea-
ried beaft is goaded by the fpur, and worn out
by their being beaten when no ftraw is allowed
them. But where is the help to work fatisfac-
tion and happinefs out of the creatures, or from
the Taw? ‘

7. We call you from a wearifeme to a light-'
fome pleafant labour. I have proved the firft;
for the laft, fee Prov. iii. 17." « Her ways
are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are’
peace.” But let us hear what can be faid for'both:

(1.) Is there much pleafure in fin? Anf. In fome
there is none. What pleafure has the ‘paflionaté
man, that kindles a fire i his own bofém ?- What
pleafure has the envious, that gnaws himfclf like 1
ferpent for the good that others enjoy ? ' What plea-
fure has the difcontented, that is his’ own execu-
tioner. Confider the calm of fpirit that'the con-
trary graces bring, and judge who has the better
part.—As for thofe fims in which pleafure is found,

[1.] Itis common to them with thefe creatures
with whom they will not defire to be ranked.  For
thefe things that gratify men’s fenfual appetite are
common to them with beafts, as gluttony, drunk-
enefs, filthinefs, &c. A fow cah drink, and be as
drunk ds the greateft drunkard, and fo on. And
they have the better of them, as being under no
haw, and therefore, they can go the full length of
their appetite.—2. They do it without remorfe.
.—3. They find fatisfaction in thefe things, fecing
. they are not capable of defiring ' greater things.
Now, put thefe together, where is the pleafure ?
Is it not furpaffed by the pain? As to the defires
of the mind, thefe are common to them with de-
vils. The greateft fwearer, liar, and proud oppofer

Vor. L. Dd of
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of religion, have the trade but from the fecond
hand. The devil can fatisfy his curiofity better
than the moft curious, reafon more clofely againit
religion than any atheift. Only obftinate defpifers
of reproof and mockers furpafs the devil, for the
devils believe and tremble ; whereas for a time they
do not. _ '

[2.] The pleafure is but momentary, the pain
follows hard at the heels, and is eternal. 'What
pleafure can be devifed, for which a man would
hold his finger over a burning candle for a quar-
ter of an hour ? how much more dréadful to en~
dure eternal burnings !

[3.] The ftruggle that con{cience makes againft
corruption, brings more tormsnt than that which
corruption makes againft grace. Confcience is more

. dreadfully armed than corruption ; there is here
as much difference as there is betwixt the hand of
God and the hand of the devil. . See now what
becomes-of the pleafure ! -

(2.) The labour in religion is truly pleafant.
It is truly holy labour ;. for of that we {peak, and
{cripture-teftimony. proves its pleafantnefs ; fee
Prov. iii. 17. « Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, -
and all her paths are peace.” Afk David, and he
will tell you, in Pfal. Ixxxiv. Paul, in 2 Cor. xii. 10,

[1.] It is a labour fuited to the nature of the
foul, the better part, their divine fupernatural
nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. Believers are partakers of a
divine naturc. This. muft needs create eafe and
and delight; the ftream eafily flows from the
fountain ; birds with pleafure fly in the air. The
reafon of the difficulty in religion to many is,
they are out of their element when engaged in
it. -

[2.] Therein the foul carries on a trade with

heaven; entertains communion with Ged, throttﬁh
, : e
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the Spirit of Chrift, by a2 mutual intercourfe of
grace and duty, the foul receiving influences, and
returning them again in duties ; as the rain falls
on the earth freely, fo the waters run freely toward
the fea again.

[3.] Great peace of confcience ufually attends
this ; and the more labour, the more peace: Pfal.
exix. 165. ¢ Great peace have they who love thy
law.” Here is a feaft which nothing but fin
mars : 2 Cor. i. 12. ¢ For our rejoicing is this,
the teftimony of our confcience, that in fimpli-
city and godly fincerity, hot with flethly wifdom,
but by the grace of God, we have had our conver-
fation in the world.” Men cannot take it from
us, John, xiv. 27.

[4.] Sometimes they have great manifeftations
of Chrift, evidences of the Lord’s love raifing a
high {pring-tide of joy in their fouls, greater than.
that which the whole congregation of the world en-
joys, Pfal.iv. 6. 7. Itis joy unfpeakable, and full
of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8.

[5.] It is a lightfome way they walk in, whereas
the other is darkfome; the light of the Lord’s
word thines in it. The Mahometans have a tra-
dition, that Mofes’ law and Chrift’s gofpel were
_ written firft with ink made of pure light. Sure
the fcripture points out duty, as if it were written
wiih a fun-beam. ‘

8. We call you from a labour againft yourfelves,
to a labour for your advantage. We muft either
do the work of God or the devil. Every fin is a
new impediment in your way to heaven, a new
ftone Iaid on the wall of feparation. What a
mad thing is it to be working out our damnation,
inftead of our own falvation!

9- We call you not to more, but to other labour.
We are all laborjous creatures ;. the greateft idler

. Ddz is.

-
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isin {ome fort bufy. Paul calls even them that
work not at all, bufy bodies, 2 Thefl. iii. 11.  Our
life is nothing but a continual fucceflion of attions,
even as the fire is ever burning, and the rivers run-
ning. It is in fome refpect impoffible to.do more
than  we do ; the watch runs as f2ft when wrong
as when right.  'Why may we not then keep the-
highway while we are travelling.—Confider,

. 10. That the fame pains that men are at to
ruin themfelves, might poffibly ferve to fave them.
There are difficulties in th:e way of fin as well as of
religion. 'Does not fin oftentimes hereave men of
their nights reft ? Are they more difturbed when
communing with theirown fouls,and with God? Do
not men draw fin aswith cart-ropes? Ifa.v. 18. Why
might not labour be employed in drawing the heart
to God? If men would- but change, and fuck as
greedily and inceffantly at the breafts of God’s
confolations, as they do of the creature’s, how
happy would they be | o

Laftly, Confider that the labour in religion is
not greater, nay, it is lefs than in fin, for religion
contraéts our work to one thing : Luke, x. 41. 42.
¢ Martha,; Martha, thou art careful and troubled
about many things, but one thing is needful.”

_Sinners have many lufts to pleafe, the faints have
but one God to pleafe; the work of religion is all of
a piece, fin not fo. There is a fweet harmony
betwixt all the graces and all the duties of reli-
gion. But lufts are quite contrary; and as they
war againfl grace, fo againft onc another, James,
iv. 1. « From whence come wars,and fightings
among you? come they not from hence, even
of your lufts that war in your members ?” Sd
that the finner is dragged by one luft one way,
by another, another. Axnd how hard is it to ferve
contrary mafters !

THR
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' THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED..
SERMON XX

MatrH. xi. 28. Come unto me, all ye that labour,.
and are heavy-laden, and. I will give you reff.

¥ Now proceed to the confidération of
. DecTrINE IL That all who are out of Chrift,
are under an- heavy burden, which, by ail.

their labour, they cannot fhake off.

I illuftrating which, I fhall only
- L Offex a few obfervations.. ‘
~ I1. Make fome. pradtical improvement,

Y. T am to offer a few obfervations; fuch as,
"1 That Satan has. a load on all out of Chrift ;.
- it is a load of fin: Ifa. i, 4. ¢ Ah, finful nation, a
people laden with iniquity.” This load is twofold:"
12, A load of guilt,” Gen. iv. 13. « And Cain-
faid unto the Lord, My punifhmient i greater than
I ean bear;” (Heb. fn.) Guilt is the heavieft load
ever was on the fhoulders of men or angels.. The
feriptures hold it forth, '

: Dd 3: (1.)
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(1.) Asdebt. He thatis in debt is under a :
burden. Tt is the worft of debts, we cannot pay
it, nor efcape the hands of our creditor ; .yea, we
deny the debt, care not for count and reckoning,
we wave our creditor as  much as we can; fo it
ftands uncancelled., But it is a debt that muft
be paid : -2 Thefl. i. 9. < Who fhall be punifhed
with everlafting deftruion from the prefence of
the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” They
thall pay what juftice demands.—It is reprefented,

(2.) As a yoke tied faft on the finner’s neck ;
hence pardon is called a loofing of it, guilt being,
as it were, cords of wrathy, whereby the finner is
‘bound over to God’s wrath. Pardonis alfo ealled
remiffion or relaxation: Rom. #i. 25 ¢ To de-
clare his righteoufnefs for the remiflion of fins that
aré paft, through the forbearance of God.”—It is
pointed ouf, : o .

-(3.) As a burden: Hof. xiv. 2. « Take away
all miquity.” " Take away, namély, as a- burden
off a man’s back. Hence Chrift 1s faid to have
borne our fins, the burden of the ele&’s guilt being
laid on his back. What a heavy load is it! {1.)

- It makes the whole creation groan, Rom. viii. 22.
It caufed them take their pains five thoufand years
fince, and they are not yet delivered of their bur-
den. Al the groans that ever 'men gave on earth
and in hell were under this burden; it funk the
whole world into ruin : ¢ Chrift took our nature,”
to prevent us going down to the pit, Heb. ii. 16.
(Greck, caught hold), as of a drowning man, not
of the whole feed of Adam, for great part of it
fell to the ground, but of the feed of Abraham, the
ele&. (2.) This load funk the fallen angels, made
them fall as ftars from heaven to the bottomiefs
pit.  And what a load was it to Chrift, that m}?ide




LABOURING AND HEAVY-LADEN. 319

him fweat as it were great drops of blood, that
made him groan and die !—Itis,

2dly, ‘A load of fervitude to lufts, which of
themielves are heavy burdens ; the very remainder -
of which made the 3poftle groan: Rom. vii. 24.
« O wretched man that I am ! who fhall deliver
me- from the 'body of this death ?” What greater
burden can be, than for a man to have a fwarm
of unmortified corruptions hanging about him,
whofe cravings he is ftill obliged to anfwer. This
is that which-creates that weary labour, of which
we have already fpoken j better a yman were bur-
dened with ferpents fticking in his fleth, than wit
thefe.—I obferve, . .

2. The Law has a load on the Chriftlefs finner ;-
and that; . : : i

(1.) A load of duties, as great and numerous as
the commandment, which is exceeding broad, can
lay on. Though they perform them not, yet they
are bound upon them by the commandment ; and
they fhall fooner diffolve the whole fabric of the
. world, than make void this commandment. This. -
_isaheavyload. True, they that are in Chrift have
a yoke of duties laid on them, but not by the law,
but by Chrift. The difference is great; the law
exacts perfeCt obedience, but gives no ftrength
Chrift, when claiming obedience to his law, gives
ftrength for the performance, which makes it an
cafy obedience.—~There is,

(2.) Aload of curfes: Gal. iii. 10. ¢ Curfed is.
every one that continueth not in all things written
in the baok of the law, to do them.” Every com-
mandment of the law is fenced with a curfe, de-
nounced. againft the breakers of it. How great
muft be the load, then, where every alion is a
fin, and every fin brings a curfe ! This is a heavy

' load,
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load, that makes the earth reel to and fro, like a
drunkard, under the weight of it.——I obferve,

3- That God has a load ori the ChrifHefs finner,
that is, of wrath: Eph. ii. 3. * And were by na=
ture children of wrath.” 'This is an abiding lead :
John, iii. 36. « He that believeth not the Son,
thall not fee life, but the wrath of God abideth on
him.” This load is far heavier than mountains of
brafs ; it is weightier than can be exprefled.

II. T aM now to make fome pratical improve-
ment. From what has been faid, I infer,
1. That every one muft bear his own burden.
There is no getting through the world with an even
up back. If people will not take up Chrift’s burdea,.
they will bear a heavier one ; if they will not be
Chrift’s fervants, they muft be flaves to their lufts;
if they will not take on the yoke of helinefs, they
thall bear a_ load ef wrath ; if people will ftill flip
the yoke of Chrift, God will wreathe Ehe yoke of
their tranfgreflions about their neck, that they fhall
" not get fhaken off. We have given forry enter-
tainment to Chrift’s burden ; it is too likely we
may come to get one of another fort. The enter-
tainment we have given to Chrift’s burden is like
to wreathe a threefold yoke about dur necks.  For,
" (1.) We have had little tafte for the preaching.
of Chrift, the great myfteries of the gofpcl. The
- preaching of fin and duty, as they calgf it, has been
more defired. than the preaching of the vitals of
religion. I fear it be the plague of the generation,
to get fuch preaching of fin and duty, as'that the
dotrine of Chrift and free-grace fall through be-

e - ad

tween the two, and the gofpel be turned into a .

fyﬁem of morality with us.

" (2.) We have little valued pure worfhiip, it has »

been a burden to us, and we have ground to fear
’ a
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a burden of *another fort, the trath of men’'s in-
ventions in God’s worfhip. There is an attempt
already made to fet up Nagon by the ark of God 3
and God knows where it may ftop. H the cere-
‘monies appointed by God himfelf were fuch, A&s,
Xv. 10.  as neither our fathers nor we were able
to bear,” what muft they be that are laid cn by
-men ? C . .

(3-) God took the yoke of the enemy’s oppref- -
fion off our necks, for which we have been very
unthankful. It is very like that God intends to
lay it on again, that we may know the worth of
our defpifed mercy : Hof. xi. 4. 5. « Idrew them
with cords of a man, with bands of love, and I
‘was to them as they that take off the yoke on their
jaws, and I laid meat unto them. He fhall not
return into the land of Egypt, but the Affyrian
thall be his king, becaufe they refufed to return.”
—We may hence lament, .

2. The cafe of the generation living without
Chrift, heavy-laden, but not fenfible of their bur-
den, Ifa. i. 4.5 compare ver. 3. both already quo-
ted. Sin fits light upon people, they reign as
kings without Chrift ; the law’s authority does not
draw them away to Chrift; and though wrath lies
heavy, they feelit not. Oh! what is the matter ?
"They never feel the weight of it, nor once ferioufly
-put the queftion to themfelves, What fhall we do
to be faved ? They are taken up with fo many
things, that their foul’s cafe cannot come into their
minds. Again, they have a dead foul, and a ftupid
confcience, they complain not. Men’s fpiritual
fenfes are bound up, and a feared confcience, got
by finning over the belly of daily warnings, is the
plague of the generation. Well, but when con-
{cience is awakened, people will find their fores ;
when drops of wrath fall on the conicience,

1t
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it will make a fearful hiffing: Ifa. xxxiii. 14. « The
finners in Zion are afraid, fearfulnefs hath fur-
prifed the hypocrites ; who among us fhall dwell
with the devouring fire ? ‘who among us fhall
dwell with everlafting burnings ?*—1 only exhort

ou, . .
d 3. To labour to be fenfible of your burden, and
to be concerned to get rid of it. Is there not a bur-
den of fin uporr your backs ? mind that you have
to do with it.—Confider, That heaven's gat®
is ftrait, and will not let in a man with a burden
of unpardoned, unmortified fin on his back. The
wide gate is that which only will afferd room for
fuch. Of it muft be, or they will never fee hea-
ven.—Confider again, all that they can do will not
fhake it off, thebonds.of iniquity are ftronger thaa
to be broken with their weak arms ; all the moi-
fture of their bodies, diffolved into tears, will not
wath it off.—Confider, finally, it will never fall
off of its own accord. Age coming en may wear
off the violence of fome lufls, but the guilt remains,
and the root of fin. Death itfelf will not put it
off, for it will lie down, and alfo rife with you,
and cleave to you through eternity.

‘What fhall we do then ? What more proper
than come to Chrift ? He, and he.only, can eafe
you of your burden. This brings us ¥orward to
the invitation itfelf : Come unto me. all ye that lo-
boury, and are bheavy-laden ; which we have ex-
prefled in

Docr. III. That whatever finful and vain labours
finners are cr}gaged in, whatever be the loads
which are lying on them, they are welcome to

Chrift ; he calls them to come i i
ift 5 ] to.him, and in
g:mx?g they fhall obtain rcft.—Or more thortly

us

\ The
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The devil’s drudges and burden-bearers, even the
worft of them; are welcome to come to Chrift,
and fhall find reft in him.—In opening which,
I fhall in general thew, :

I. Wnat is meant by coming to Chrift.

IL I fhall more particularly attempt to unfold
the import of the invitation, in the feveral points
deducible from the text.

III. I fhall confider what is that reft which
‘Chrift promifes, and will give to fuch as come to
him.

¥V. I thall make fome pra&ical improvement.

I. IsuaryL thew what in general is meant by co~ -
ming to Chrift. To come to Chrift is to believe
on him: John, vi. 35. ¢« And Jefus faid unto
them, I am the bread of life ; he that cometh to
me fhall never hunger, and he that belicveth on
me fhall never thirft.” Unbelief is the foul’s de-
parting, not from a living law, but from the living
God, Heb. iii. 12. Chrift is the Lord, God is in
him, he calls finners to come to him; faith an-
fwers the call, and fo brings back the foul to God
in Chrift. Now, the fcripture holds forth Chrift
many ways anfwering to this notion of coming to
hinrby faith. And that you may fee your privilege
and call, I fhall hold forth fome of thefe to you.
1. The devil’s drudges and burden-bearers are
welcome to Chrift, as the great gift of the Father
to finners, to come and take it: John, iil. 16.
¢ God fo loved the warld, that he gave his only-
begotten Son, that whofoever believeth on him
might not perifh, but have everlafting life.” ‘The
world was broken by Adam ; God fends Chrift as
an up-rhaking gift, and the worft of you are wel-
eome'to him, yea, hebodes (urges) himfelf upon you.
Come
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Come to him, then; ye broken impoverithed
fouls, that have nothing left you but poverty,
whants, and debt.—Such are to come to him,

2. As the great Phyfician' of fouls: Matth. ix.
12. « They li;t be whole need not a phyfician,
but theythat’arefick.” Chriftin thegofpelcomesin-
to the world as to an hofpital of fin-fick fouls, ready
to adminifter a cure to thofe that will-.come to him
- for it.  Owr difeafes are many, all of them deadly,
but he is willing and able to.curethem all. Heis
‘lifted up on the pole of the gofpél, and fays,"
~ ¢ Look unto me, and be ye faved, all the ends of

- the earth; for I am God, and there is aone elfe,”
Ifa, xlv. 22. Such thould come to him,

3. As the fatisfying food of the foul : Ifa.lv. 1.
—3. % Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye to
the waters ; and he that hath no money, come ye,
buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk, with-
out money, and without price. "Wherefore do ye
{pend money for that which is not bread ? and your
labour for tfymt which fatisfieth not ? hearken dili-
gently unto me, and eat that which is good, and
et your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your
ear, and come unto me ; hear, and your foul fhall.
live ; and I will make an everlaﬂing covenant with
you, .even the fure mercies’ of David.” The foul
1s an empty thing, and has hungry and thirfty de-
fires to be fatisfied ; the creatures cannot fatisfy,
Chrift can : John, vi. 35. « My flefh (fays he) is
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.” God
has made a feaft of fat things in Chrift, in him all
the cravings of 'the foul may be fatisfied ; there are
no angels to guard the tree of life ; no feal on this
fountain : Zech. xiii. 1. ¢ In that day, .there fhall
be a fountain opened to the houfe of David, and to
the inhabitants of Jerufalem, forfinand forunclean-
nefs.” There is no inclofure about this flower of

_ glory,
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glory, Cant.ii. 1. Here is the carcafe,—where are
the eagles that fhould gather togcther 7 ——Such
* come to Chrilt, - '

4. As one on whom they may reft : Song, viii.
§. “ Who is this that cometh up from the wilder-
nefs, leaning on her Beloved :” 'We are not able
to do our own turn, but on him we fhould rely :
2 Chron. xvi. 8. ¢« Becaufe thou didft rely on the
Lord, he delivered thine enemies into thine hand.”
Guilt makes the mind in a flu€tuating condition.
By coming to Jefus we "are ftayed, asis a fhip at
anchor. In, or from ourfelves, we have nothing for
juftification and fan&ification. God has laid help
upon one that is mighty; the weary foul is welcome
to reft in him. Such come to him,

5. As one on whom they may caft their bur-
dens : Pfal. lv. 22. ¢ Caft thy burden on the Lord,
and he fhall fuftain thee.” The foul is heavy-la-
den,while out of Chrift ; Jefus holds forth the ever-
lafting arms, Deut. xxxiii. 27. faith fettles dowu
on them, cafting the foul’s burden upon them ;
¢ Come (fays he) with all your mifery, debts, beg-
gary, and wants, I have fhoulders to bearthem all;
1 will take on the burden, ye fhall get reft.” He
is content to marry the poor widow.—Such come
to him,

6. As one in whom they may find refuge : Heb.
vi. 18. ¢ Who have fled for refugg, to lay hold on
the hope fet before us.” The law, as the avenger.
of blood, purfues the foul. Chrift is that city of
refuge, where none can have power againit them.
"The gates are never fhut ; here is a refuge from
the law, from juftice, and from the revenging
wrath of God. Here is fhelter under the wings
of Chrift: how willirig is he to gather his people,
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings!—
Such come to him, .

Vor. L. Ee 7. As
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=. As one in whom the foul may at length find
reft': Pfal. xxxvii. 7. ¢« Refl in the Lord, and
wait patiently for him” The foul out of Chrift is
-in a reftlefs ftate, ftill fhifting from one creature
to ancther, not finding contentin any. But by co-
ming to Chrift, the foul takes up its eternal reft in
him, and he becomes a covering of the eyes to it.
‘We are like men in a fever, flill changing beds ;
like the dove out of the ark, we have no reft; till
we come to Chrift.—Such come to Chrift,

8. As ahufband : Matth. xxii. 4. ¢ All things
are ready, come unto the marriage.” Your Maker
is content to be.your hufband, Pfal. xlv. 10. Mi-
nifters are fent, as Abraham’s fervant, to feek a
fpoufe for Chrift. He is willing to match with
the worft, the meaneft of you ; he fecks no dowry;
he is the richeft, the moft honourable, the moft
tender and loving hufband.— Such come to Chrift,

Laflly, As a powerful deliverer. Chrift ftands

.at our prifon-doors, as in Ifa. Ixi. 1. ¢ pro-
claiming liberty to the captive, and the opening
of the prifon to them that are bound.” All who
¢ome to him, as in 2 Cor. viii.' §. firft give their

~ own felves unto the Lord. Whofoever will come

to Jefus, muft give up themfelves to him. It is
the work of faith, to give up the foul to Chrift,
that he may fave it, that he may open the prifon-
doors, take the prey from the mighty, and deliver
the lawful captive. .

THE

\




THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED.

== e T

SERMON XXIL

MaTTH. xi. 28. Come unto me, all ye that labour,
and are heavy-laden, and I will give you ref.

AvING very briefly confidered what it is to
I I come toChrift, by pointing out under
what charalters we are to come to him, and the
confequent improvement which this coming de-
notes, in order to explain the invitation here given
more particularly, Igoon, as was propofed,

II. To unfold its import, viewed in the feveral
parts of which the text confifts.

You will accordingly obferve, that there is in
the text, the charaters invited,—the /abouring and
heavy-laden ; there is the invitation itfelf, come unto
me ; by whom the invitation is given, by Chriff ;
and the encouragement propofed to their comply-
ing with it, I awill give you reff. ——All thefe con-
fidered complexly, in our view, import the follow-
ing things.

1. That all men naturally are at a diftance from
God ; if it were not fo, they needed not be bid

. . Ee2 come,
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come. This is not a diftance of place, but a re-
lative diftance, a diftance of oppofition, which lies
in thefe three things.

(1.) The origmal union between God and
man is blown up; they were united in a covenant
of works, whereby they had common friends and
encmies.  This was the firft marriage-covenant,
but' Adam broke it, and fo broke off from God.
Hence Ged drove him out of paradife, as a divor-
ced weman out of the houfe of her hufband, fpoiled .
of all her ornaments.

(2.) The hearts of men are naturally turned from
GCod, and are a mafs of cnmity againft him : Rom.
viii. 7. ¢ Becaufe the carnal mind is enmity againft
God, for it is not fubje& to the law of God, nei-
ther indeed can be.” There is a perfe& contra-
riety betwixt the nature of God and ours. That
firt fin of Adam has been a litt]e leaven, that hath
“quite foured the whole lump of mankind ; . fo that
we are not only away, but far off from the Lord :
Eph. ii. 13. « Without God in the world.”

(3-) The foul is ftill going farther and farther
from God in the whole of our life, while in that
ftate : Heb. iii. 12. ¢ Take heed, brethren, left
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief,
in departing from the living God.” - Every fin is a
ftep farther from God ; therefore the gofpel-call
is after them that are running away, that they may
return to the Lord. 'We are on the road leading to
.deftru&tion, and moving very {wiftly, as the water,
the more it runs, the farther it is removed from
the fountain-head whence it came. :

From what has been now obfervad, we may
learn -the finfulnefs and mifery of our natural
Ttate. Itis our duty and privilege to be near God ;
to be far from him muft then be our fin and 1.mi-

ery.
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fery.  Nowonder, then, we be dead, that we can
do no good while in this ftate of feparation from
God. God alfo is departed from us, Jer. vi. 7.
‘Will not this end in cternal feparation, if we re-
turn not >—The invitation imports, .

2. That if you have a mind to mect and unite
with God again, you muft meet with himin Chrift,
and unite with God in him. ¢« All things (fays
Jefus) are delivered unto me of my Father. Come
therefore unto me, all ye that labour, and are
heavy-laden, and I will give you reft.” Would
you have peace, pardon, and every blefling ? you
muft come to.him for it. God has condefcended
fo far to forward the meeting, that he has come
down, and dwelt in the fleth of Chrift, there to

- wait finners, to promote their meeting with him :
2 Cor. v. 19. « God is in Chrift, reconciling the
world unto himfelf.” Fe needed not to have
come fo far, but of his own free grace he has done
it 3 but he will never come farther. ‘There, then,
and only there, finners may meet him ;3 God is in
him, and is there to-make up the peace through
him; and if you will not come to him, and mcet
God there, you fhall never fee his face in peace.—
Here it may be proper to thew, that this is God’s
contrivance for re-uniting with finners that are by
fin far fromhim ; and that there is no other way.
This appears, : ,

t.) From plain {cripture-teftimony : John, xiv,
6. « I (faid Jefus) am the way, the truth, and
the life; no man cometh to the Father, but by me.”
He is the great Secretary of heaven, by whom a-
lone you can be brought into the King’s prefence :
Eph. ii. 18. ¢« For through him we both have ac-
cefs by one Spirit unto the Father.” The keys of.
the houfe of David hang at his girdle. :
" (2:) If there were any other way of coming to.

. Ees God
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Ged agzain, it behoved to be one of thefe two : ei-
ther, 17, DBy fatisfyirg the law according to the
firft covenant ; but that is impoflible for us, fecing
we cannot give perfect obedience, nor fatisfy juf-
tice for the fins we arc guilty of, Gal. iii. 10. often
quoted : Or, 2dly, in a way of mere mercy, for
mercy’s foke. But this cannot be: for,—The
juftice of God neceflarily requires fatisfaltion, and
God will not difpenfe his mercy in prejudice of
his juftice : Pfal. v. 5. « The foolifh fhall not {tand
in thy fight, and thou hateft all the' workers of ini-
quity.”  One part of the chara&ter of God is, that
¢« he will by no means clear the guilty,” namely,
without fatisfattion. The law is already made,
fenced with threatenings of eternal wrath, and it
is broken 3 God’s juftice and truth are both, iz con-
fequence, engagzd to fee the threatening accom-
plifhed.-—Again, God’s laft will and teftament is
already made, and fealed by the death of his Son,
but there is no fuch way propofed in it ; no mercy
but in Chrift; yea, God has declared they fhall
have no mercy that come not to Chrift : Matth.
xvi. 16. ¢ He that believeth, and is baptifed, fhall
be faved; but he that believeth not fhall be damn-
ed.”—Moreover, the very providing of this way
mokes it evident that there is no other. Were
there another way of bringing finners to God,
would not an infinitely wife God, and aloving Fa-
ther, have fetched a compafs, and.difpenfed with the
blocd of hisown Son? If any could have been fpared,
it might have been expected that He would ; but,
Rom. viii. 32. % Gaod fpared not his own Son, but
delivered him up to the death for us all.”—Finally,
ever fince Adam was driven out of paradife, this
has been held forth as the only way, as in the firt
promife.  Abel’s acceptance was by it, Heb. xi. 4.
' Jefus
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Jefus is the only propitiatory, where God fpeaks
in mercy to finners. '

Here I might alfo fhew, what a fuitable contri-
vance this is, for the purpofe of uniting God and
finners.— It is moft fuitable : For, ‘

1. It is fuited to God’s honour, the glory of his
divine perfetions: Heb. ii. 10. ¢ For it became
‘him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many fons unto glory, to
make the Captain of their {alvation perfect through
fufferings.”  God, with the fafcty of his honour,
may be reconciled to the worlt of finners in Chrift; -
yea, the glory of all his perfections fhines forth
moft illuftrioufly in the myitery of Chrift ; there
would be no fafety in this plan, if it were not fo.

2. It is fuited to the comfort of the finner, the
contrivance being fuch, that it anfwers all the ne-.
ceffities of the finner: Rev. iii. 18. « I counfel
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayeft be rich, and white raiment, that thou
mayeft be cloathed, and that the thame of thy na-
kednels do not appear, and anoint thine eyes with
eye-falve, that thou mayeft fcc.”  So that the foul
may confidently come to God by Chrift, who can
do fuch things for it. ,

LET us more particularly confider this contri-
vance of the finner’s coming to, and uniting with
God, by coming to Chnift.—With this view, we
-obferve, o :

1. That Chrift is a fubftantial Mediator, partaking
of both natures. He is the Father’s fellow, yet bone
of our bone. The worft of men are fibber * to
heaven than the fallen angels; for ¢ Jefus took
not upon him the nature of angels, but the feed
-of Abraham.” Here is the true ladder, the foot of
which, his humanity, is fet on the earth, the top of

which,

* More nearly related,
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which, his divinity, reaching to heaven, Gen.xxviii.
above which the Lord ftands .making the cove-
nant. If it confiffed with the honour of God,
for the divine nature to take into perfonal u-
nion with itfelf. the human nature, it is equally
confiftent to take men into myftical union with
the divine perfon of our Immanuel, upon this
foundation. And when finners fee the firft, they
are encouraged to look for the fecond in Chrift.
2. In. Chrift juftice is fatisfied: He faid, ¢ It is fi-
nithed.” In him God has had prefented to him a
facrifice to offended juftice, a fatisfaCtion to his
law. God exafted, and ke anfwered, till the
utmoft farthing was paid: Gal. iii. 13.. ¢ Chrift
hath redeemed us from the curfe of the lJaw, having
been made a curfe for us’;” and he got up the
difcharge. "The finner has in him a defence a-
gainft juftice, an everlafting righteoufnefs, in

which God may behold the finner, and be well -

pleafed with him, and the finner may fee God,
‘and yet live. Mercy has a free veat in him, and
pardons run freely through his blood. We obferve,
" 3.That the covenant is made with him in his
‘blood; and all the promifes of the covenant, all the
benefits of it, finners have at the fecond hand, Gal.
iii. 16. God has laid up all in him :/2 Cor. i. 20s
t For all the promifes of God in him, are yea,
and in him amen, to the glory of God by us.”
Sinners are to comie to him for faving bleflings,
and to take them from him as the purchafe of his
blood : John, v. 22. Our righteoufnefs, pardon,
peace, are alt in him, © who of Gdd is made unto us

‘wifdom, righteoufriefs, fantification, and redemp- -

tion,” 1 Cor. i. 30. Grace is in him, ¢ for of
his fulnefs have all we received, and grace for
grace,” John, i.16. Gloty is from him: ¢ The
Lord will give grace and glory.” .
4. By
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4. By this means, the grace of Ged is cxalted.
It is to the praife of the glory of his grace. 'This
is neceflary for the glory of God in the {econd co-
venant, and for the finner’s comfort, which could
not be promoted nor fecured except in this way.

- 5. Here the matter is made fure; God is fure
of the finner, and the finner fure of his union with
God : fuch as are built upon this foundation, made
members of him, Jefus will lofe none of them. From
what has been ftated, I would infer,

(t.) That all who come to Chrift fhall come
back tothe ftate of union and communion with
God, through him who knits heaven and earth,
rent afunder by Adam’s fin. Let your fins be
never fo great, thefe fhall not ftop it, for the cry
of his blood .is. louder in God’s ears, than that of
our fins.—Infer,

(2-) That they that never come to Chrift, fhall
never {ce God in mercy. Meet they may, but it will
be a fad meeting, a meeting as of a malefactor
with an inexorable judge, dry ftubble with con-
fuming fire, where our leaf will be as rottennefs,
angd the bloffoms of Chriftlefs duties go up as dutt.

Thus you fee there is but one door to ‘God 3
but what if it be thut ? Noj; it is open. For the
invitaticn imports,

3. That finners are welcome to come to Chrift,
that they may unite with God by him ; Chrift is
ready to receive you on your coming.——As to
this, confider, » '

(1.) Chrift has made a long journey to meet
with finners. 'What brought him out of the Fa-
ther’s bofom into the world; but to bring finners
to himfelf, and fo back to God again? What was
the errand of the great Shepherd, but to feek
them, even them that were firaying on the moun-

tains
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tains of vanity ? Luke, xix. ¢« For the fon of man
is come to feck and to fave that-which was loft.”
Confider, -

"~ (2.) How dear it coft him to purchafe your
union with God by him, 2 Cor. v. 21. « For
he hath made Him, who knew no fin, to be
fin for us, that we might be made the righ-
teoufnefs of God in him.” Though ye fhould
little value his blood, he will not undervalue it
himfelf ; for finners it was fhed, and will he not
welcome the reward of it, the fruit of the travail
of his foul ? Why were his arms ftretched on 2
crofs, and his fide pierced through, but that he
might open up our way to God ?  Confider,

(3.) How near loft finners lay to Chrift’s heart,
that he would refufe no hardfhip, in order that he
might fec the travail of his foul. His love was
ancient love; from etérnity, ¢ his delights were
with the fons of men,” grov. viii. 31. 3 fee his
choice, Heb. xii. 2.3 and therefore, when he was
to fuffer, his heart was upon the work : Luke, xii.
‘5o. ¢ I have a baptifm to be baptifed with, and
how am T ftraitened till it be accomplithed ?”  Ja-
cob’s love to Rachel fhewed itfelf by his long fer-
vice for her, which feemed to him but a few days.
Confider,

(4.) Why has he fet up a miniftry in the world,
but to bring finners to himfelf ? Matth. xxii. 3.

.« And he fent forth his fervants to call them that
were bidden to the' wedding.” He would not
have left ambaffadors to trcat with finners in his
name, if he were not willing to receive them, nay,
were he not anxious that they fhould come to
him. Confider, :

. (5-) He heartily invites you to come to him; as
in the text; in Ifa. Iv. 1. «“Ho ! every one that
thirfteth,



LABOURING AND HEAV'Y-LADEN 335

thrftcth, come ye to the waters, and hc tlmt hath
no meney, come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy
- wine and milk, without money and without price;
and in Rev. iii. 2. ¢« Behold, I ftand at the door
and knock, if any man hear my voice, and open
.the door, I will come m to hi rim, and will {fup with
“him, and he with me.” Thefe invitations lock not

like one who cares not whether finners come or

not, far lefs like one who is not willing to receive
them. Confider,

(6.) The earneﬂnefs of the invitations ; he deals

with finners as one that will not take a nny-fay
Luke, xiv. 23. ¢ Compel them to come in, that
nay houfe may be filled.” He not only knocks,

but ftands and knocks : ftrives with finners by his’
word, his providences, and the motions of his,

Spirit'; anfwers their objeftions, Ifa. lv. 1. and
downwards ; while none can refufe, but thofe that
rufh wilfully on in their ruin; as in Ezek. xxxiii. 1.
« As Ilive, faith the Lord God, I have no plea-
fure in the death of the vucked but thut the
wicked turn from his way and live : turn ye, turn

ye, from your wicked ways, for why will ye die,

O houfe of Ifracl ?” Confider,

(7.) How he complains of thefe that will not.

come : John, v. 40. % And ye will not come unto

me, that ye might have life.” He {peaks as one that

has been working in vain : Ifa. xlix. 4. ¢ I have la-
boured in vain, I have fpent my ftrength for
nought andin vain.” He complains of Jerufalem,
Matth. xxiii. 37.; yea, he weeps over obitinate in-

o

corrigible finners, Luke, xix. 41. 42. ¢ And when .

he came near, he beheld the city, and wept over
1t, faying, If thou hadft known, even thou at leaft
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy
peace ; but now they are hid from thine e)éea.
ure
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Sure he has loft no bowels of compaffion by go-
ing to heaven; they flow out as freely and ten-
derly as ever.—Conlfider,

(8.) He commands finners to come to him.
The invitations are all commands ; they are moft
peremptory : 1 John, iii. 23. ¢ This is his com-
mandment, that we {hould believe on the name of
his Son, Jefus Chrift.” If you do it not, you can
do nothing that will pleafe him: John, vi. 29.
¢ Jefus anfwered and f{aid unto them, This is the
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he
hath fent.” And he leaves it on us with the moft
dreadful certification : Mark, xvi. 16. « He that

“believeth not fhall be damned.” And hence it
follows, that the hearers of the gofpel who perifh,
are inexcufable ; the door was open, but they
would not enter in.—The invitation imports,

4.That the worft of finners are welcome to Chrift:
however great their burden of fin and mifery be,
it is no hinderance in their way to come to Chrift.
‘Where all are invited, none are excluded. But
upon this I do not enlarge here, having infilted
upon it at fome length, when difcourfing upon
Joel, iii. 10.* Al that I fhall juft now obferve
is, that this confideration fhould fhame you out
of your flighting of Chrift, and ftrike at the root
of that bitter defpair which lodges in the breafts
of many, who are yet far enough from abfolute de-
fpair of their cafe.—The invitation imports,

5. That Chrift allows finners to come to him,
rather on account of the defperatenefs of their cafe,
than otherwile : Come wunto me, all ye that labour,
and are heavy-laden.  As if he had faid, ¢ Ye have
been labouring, and yet can get no reft; let that

" engage you to come to me. Sit down, and con-

fider.

* Whether this difcourfe belong, or not, to the Cols
" Ie@ion now publithing, cannot as vet be afcertained.
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fider your cafe, if nothing elfe will prevail with
you, let the defperatenefs of your difeafe bring.
youto the great Phyfician.” You are cordially wel-
come to do fo. ¥For, confider, :

(1.) That it is for this very end God difcovers
- the worft of a man’s cafe to himfelf, drives him
to his wit’s end, in order that he may begin to be
wife : Hof. ii. 6. ¢ Therefore, behold, I will hedge
up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that the
fhall'not find her paths.” Ver. 7. « Then fhall the
fay, Iwill go and return to my firft hufband, for
then was it better with me than now.”—Cenfider,

(2.) That Chrift has made offers of himfelf to
thofe in the worft of cafes: Ifa. i. 18. ¢« Come
now, and let us reafon together, faith the Lord;
though your fins be as fcarlet, they fhall be ghite
as fnow ; though they be red like crimfon, they
fhall be as wool.” And he holds out himfelf as a
Saviour in particular for tjefe, Rev. iii. 17. 18.
Ifa. Iv. 7.—<Confider,

(3-) Such have been made welcome, who have
employed fuch arguments with him : Pfal. xxv. 11.
¢ For thy name’s fake, pardon mine iniquity, for
it is very great 3” and fo alfo in the cafe of the Ca-
naanitifh woman with Jefus, Matth, xv. 26.—28.
Confider,

(4.) He has the more glory, the more defperate
that the cafe is ; none fee the ftars fo well as from
the bottom of a deep pit. His power is the
greater to pardon, his grace to overcome, when
there is moft occafion for thefe being difplayed ;
it is the worft of difeafes, that do beft proclaim
the phyfician’s fkill, when a cure is efleCted. )

From what has been juft now obferved, we
may fee and admire the divine condefcenfion, that
Chriftis fowilling totake the finner in, when he fees
himfelf caft out at all doors, can g‘et reft no where

Vor. L. Ff . elfe,
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elfe 5 that ke will give him reft, and embrace the
finner, whken he fecs he can do no better, when
he can make no other fhift—Hence alfo learn,
how to make an cxcellent ufe of the badnefs of
- your cafe, even to take up thefe ftumbling-blocks,
and break up heaven’s door with them ; to ‘make
avirtue of neceflity, and the more that the burden
prefleth, the mere readily to go to Chrift with it.
True, it is rever right coming to Chrift, which
fenfe of “mifery alone produceth; but love may
thus crown a work, which terror begins, and which
when from the Holy Spirit it leads to. Ina werd,
you are abfolutely inexcufeable, that come not to
Chrid, be your cafc what it will.
-Inow go on to what wazs propofed,

. :
IV. WHicH was, to explain the nature of that
reft which Chrift gracioufly promifes, and which
be adtually gives to {gch labouring and heavy-la-
den finners, as truly come to him. And here it
muft be obferved, that there is a reft which they
may have in Chrift ; a reft here, and a reft hereafter.
In this life there is a fourfold reft to be had in
Chrift.—A reft, '
1. In refpect of fin. The reft Chrift gives from
fin is twofoid..
. (1.) A reft from the guilt of fin. ‘Guilt is a
poifon, infecting the condcience, which makes it
fo to fmart that it can get no reft, as in the cafe
of Cain and Judas, :and alfo with thofe, Ads, ii.
37. ¢ They were pricked in their hearts.” ‘This,
when it fefters and becomes immoweable, is the
gnawing worm in hell. Chrift gives reft from it,
Heb. ix. 4.5 Lis bleod purges the canfcience from
dead works. The conicience, when like the ra.
ing fea, is ftilled by him : Ifa. lvii. 18. 19. « 1
ﬁave feen his ways, and will heal him ;3 T will lead
: : : ‘ hin
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him alfo, and reftore comforts unto him and to his
mourners. | create the fruit of the lips ; Peace,
peace to him that is far off, and to him that is
near, faith the Lord ; and I will heal hint.” The
foul finds this refs in the wounds of Chrift, for, -
¢ by his ftripes we arc healed,” Ifa. liit. 5. The
blood of Jetus Chrift, God’s own Son, cleanfes
from all fin. * 'The foul dipped in this fountain is
wafhed from this poifon, and is delivered from-
this fting of guilt.—There is reft, ;

(2.) From the reigning power of fin: Rom. vi.
14. ¢ For fin fhall not have dominion over you.”
Sin on the thrope makes a confufed reftleis foul,
like the raging fea, continually cafting out mire .
and dirt. Chrift, by his Spirit’s eflicacy, turns fin
off the throne, and r¢ftores reft to the foul. H
cafts down thefe Egyptian tafk-mafters, and thus
the foul .enters into his reft: Heb. iv. 10. ¢« For
he that is entered into his veft, he alfo hath ceafed
from his own works, as God did from his.” In
the day of the foul’s coming to Chrift, he a&s
like 2 King, fetting all in order in the kingdom,
#hat was a mere heap of confufion before his ac-
ceflion to the throne.—There is in Chrift,

2. Reft from the law ; not that he makes them
lawlefs, but ‘that he takcs off from them the in-
fupportable.yoke of the law, and gives them eafe.
—He does fo, 4

(1.) From the burden of law-duties, which.
are exalted in all perfection, under the pain ofi
the curfe, while .no ftrength is furnithed where-
with to fulfil them: Rom.. vii. 4. ¢ Whercfore,
my brethren, ye aHo are become dead to the law
by the body of Chrift.” This is the yoke on all -
men’s necks naturally ; Chrift. put his neck in this
yoke, and bare it, fatisfying the law’s demands
completely, and fo frees all that comne to him from

- Ffg vhig.
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this fervice. Chrift carries his people without the
dominions of the law.—He dovs fo,

(2.) From the curfe of the law: Gal iii. 13.
«Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law,
having been made a curfe for us.” Rom. viii. 1.
¢« There is, therefore,now no condemnation to them
that are in Chrift Jefus.” Thefe thatcome to him, he
takes from off themthat curfe which they are under,
and gives them his blefing, which he hath me-
rited ; carries them from mount Sinai to mount
Zion, where they hear the blood of Jefus fpeaking
peace, filencing the demands of vengeance, -and
affording a refuge for the opprefled. —There is in
Chrift, - - L

3-Reft from that weary labour in which perfons
are engaged when in queft of happinefs, leading the
foul to the enjoyment of God: Pfal.cxvi.7. “Return
unto thy reft, O my foul! for the Lord hath dealt
bountifully with thee.” The foul, reftlefs in feek-
ing happinefs among the creatures, he leads to God,
the fountain of all perfetion, opening their eyes,
as he did Hagar’s, to fec the well, and bringing
them into the enjoyment of all good in him, u-
iting the foul with himfelf ; where, '

(1.) The foul finds a reft .of fatisfaction from
Chrift, which it can find in no other guarter what-
ever, for the foul finds a reft of fatisfaltion from
him, when by faith 1t is fet on the breafts of his
confolutions.  In' thefe there is an obje& ade-
quate to all the defires of the foul, anfwering all
its necds ; thus, Prov. xiv. 14. ¢ A good man
thall be fatisfied from himfelf.” There is the
triumph of faith in the enjoyment of God : Phil
- iv. 18. « But Fhave all and abound.”-~The foul
finds,

(2.) A reft in him of fettled abode, infomu;:lh,
. that
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that the foul goes not abroad, as it was wont, a-
mong the creaturés for fatisfaCtion : John, iv. 14.
« But whofoever drinketh of the water that I
fhall give him, fhall never thirft ; but the water
that I fhall give him, fhall be in him a well of
water fpringing up to everlafting life.” Chrift
becomes precious to the foul. Like the releafed
lady, that did not fo much as look on or take no-
tice of Cyrus, notwithftanding of the noble part
he alted, but on him ther hufband) who faid, he
would redeem her with his own life. ¢« The king-
dom of heaven is like unto a treafure hid in a
field, the which when a man hath found, he hi-
deth, and for joy thercof, goeth and felleth all that
lie hath,and buycth that field.”—There is in Chrift,
. 4 Reft in refpect of troubles. Chrift gives-
reft, » :
(1.) From troubles in the world, now and then,
when he fees meet : Pfal. xxxiv. 19. ¢« Many are _
the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord de-
livereth them out of them all.” Zion’s God reign-
eth, be on the throne who will; and when he
{peaks peace, neither devils nor men can create
his pzople trouble ; for, Lam. iii. 37. ¢ Who is
he that faith, and it cometh to pafs, when the
Lord commandeth it not # There is no fuch fe-
curity from trouble as the godly have, but that is-
from heaven, and not from earth. 'Therefore,
(2.) Chrift gives reftin trouble : John, xvi. 33.
¢¢ ‘Thefe things I have fpoken unto you, that in
me ye might have peace. In.the world ye fhall
have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.” You may, nay, you fhall
- meet with troubles, but he can make you get fweet
reft in your fouls ; even when you are on a bed of
thorns as to the outward man, he can giwve his

Ffj " . people
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people a fweet reft even in troubles. How can
thefe things be ? may fome fay.—In an{wer,

[1.] Chrift gives his people in trouble an inward
reft, that is, an inward tranquillity of mind in
midft of trouble: Pfal. iii. 1.—5. ¢« Lord ! how
are they increafed that trouble me ¢ many are they
that rife againft me. Many there be which fay of
my foul, There is no help for himin God. Selah.
But thon, O Lord, art a thield for me ; my glory,
and the lifter up of mine head. T cried unto the
Lord with my voice, and he heard me out of his
holy hill. -Selah. I laid me down and flept; I
awaked, for the Lord fuftained me.” Chrift can
make the believer as a veflel of water tofled here
and there, yet not jumbled. ‘There was a greater
calm with the three children in the furnace, than
with the king in the palace, Dan. iii. 24. Fear
may be on-every fide when there is none in the
centre, becaufe Chrift makes a blefled calm in their.
hearts.—Chrift gives in trouble,

[2.] A reft of contentment: ¢ I have learncd,
(fays Paul, Phil. iv. 11.), in whatfoever ftate I
am, therewith to be content.” This is not only
the duty, but the privilege of belicvers. If the lot
of the godiy be not brought up to their fpirit,
Chrift will bring their fpirit down to their lot; and
there muft needs be reft there, where the fpirit of
the man and his lot meet in one : Pfal. xxxvii. 19"
s« They fhall not be afharmed in the cvil time, and
. in the days of famine they fhall be fatished.”—
‘Then follows, ‘ '

[3-] A reft of fusisfaction in the enjoyment of
better things. 'What though 'the world hath a
bitter tafte in their mouths ¢ Chrift can hold a cup
of confolation to them in that very inftant, the
{weetnefs of which will mafter the bitternels of
the other : « Your forrow (fays he, John, xvi. z¢.)

’ fhall
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fhall be turned into joy.” ¢ Our rejcicing (fays
Paul, 2 Cor. i. 12.) is this, the teftimony of our
confcience, that in fimplicity and godly fincerity,
not with flefhly wifdom, but by the grace of God,
we have had our converfation in the world.” Th
are not indeed ftocks, to be unmoved with troubles,
but their forrow is {o drowned in {piritual joy, that
it is but as forrow, 2 Cor. vi. 10.  As forrowful,
yet alway rejoicing 37 even as the joy of the wic-
ked is but as joy. 'Troubles may raife a mutiny of
lufts within, but the peace of God quells them:
¢ It keeps their hearts and minds through Jefus
Chrift.”—Chrift gives, ' '
[4.] A reft in confidence of a blefled iflue:
2 T'im. i. 12. ¢ For the which caufe I alfo fuffer
thefe things ; neverthelefs, I am not athamed, for
I know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded,
that he is able to keep that which I have com-
mitted unto him againft that day.” The foul in
Chrift has the promife to reft on; and however
dark a fide the cloud may have, faith will fee
through it ; though they may fink deep, they will
never drown, who have a promife to bear them
up.—Thus, you fee, they reft in Chrift in trouble;
and this reft is a moft fecure reft, where people
may reft confidently: Ifa. xxvi. 3. « Thou wilt
keep him in perfeét peace, whofe mind is flayed
on thee, becaufe he trufteth in thee.” The wicked
may have reft, but not with God’s good will;
therefore the more reft, the more dangerous is
their cafe.: 1 Thefl. v. 3. ¢« For when they fhail
fay, Peace and fafety, then fudden deftruction
cometh upon them, as a2 woman in travail, and
they fhall not efcape.” But there is perfect fecu-
rity in Chrift, and that in the worft of times,
Song, iii. 7. 8. Again, it is a reft that is fo root-
¢d, that the foul can never be deprived of it : Ifa.
. Xxxli.
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xxxii. 17. « And the work of righteoufnefs fhail
be peace, and the effeét of righteoufnefs, quiet-
mcfs, and affurance for ever.” How foon is the
weit of the wicked broken, their candle put out!
But this, although it may meet with fome difturb-
ance by temptations, as the clouds may go over
the {un, yet it thall be as fure as the fun fixed in-
the firmament; it will be proof againft the dif-
turbaiices of the world, againft the temptations
and accu{xioas of the devil; yea, againft the de-
mands of juitice, and the threatenings of the law.
Then in the life to come, he will give them all com-
plete reft who come to him : Heb. iv. 9. ¢ There
remaineth, therefore, a reft for the people of God.”
He will give their bodies reft in the grave, Ifa.
Ivii. 2. and both foul and body reft in heaven
hereafter ; and that is a reft beyond expreflion.

If it fhould be inquired, Who is it that gives
this reft ? this is anfwered in our text; Chrit
fays to fuch labouring and heavy-laden finners, and
he is able to make good his word, I will give yu
refl.  The gift of this reft is his prerogative ; they
that obtain it muft get it out of his hands.—For
illuftrating and confirming this, confider,

1. 'That all creatures cannot give reft to a reftlefs
foul. Not any thing in them, or the whele of
what can be afforded frem them, can give it:
Ecclef. i. 2. « Vanity of vanities, faith the preacher,
vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” Men, the beft
of men, cannot do it. Minifters may be dire@ted-
to fpeak a word in feafon, but the Lord himfelf
can only make that word effetual, 2 Sam. xii. 13.
compared with Pfal. li. Nay, angels cannot do
it, Exod. xxxiii. 2. compare ver. 15. - It requires
a creating power : Ifa. lvii. 18. « I have feen his
ways, and I will heal him.”— Confider,

" 2. There can be no reft to the foul without re-

" \ turning
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turning to a reconciled God, for it is impoffible
the foul can find true reft elfewhere ; and thereis
no returning to God but by Chrift : John, xiv. 6.
¢¢ I am the way, the truth, and the life ; no man
cometh unto the Father, tut by me.” He is the
only ladder by which the foul can afcend to heaven.

3. Chrift is the great Lord Treafurer of heaven.
The fulnefs of power is lodged in him : Matth.
xxviil. 18. ¢« All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth.” There is nothing that any can get
from heaven in the way of fpiritual favour, but
what comes through his hands : John, v. 22.
¢¢'The Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
mitted all judgement unto the Son.” Jefus alfo
hath the keys of hell and death, Rev. i. 18.

4. He is the ftore-houfe, where the treafure is
laid up, and out of which all needful fupplies
come : John, i. 16. ¢« And of his fulnefs have all
we received, and grace for grace.” —Confider, -

5. The glorious types illuftrating this : Jofeph,
Gen. xli. 40.—44.; Jothua, that brought the
people to the reft in Canaan —Confider,

6. That high charaler which he fuftains : Heb.
xil. 2. He 1s the ¢ author and finifher of our
faith.”—Confider,

Lajtly, It is reafonable itthould be fo, he hathpur-
chafed tlus reft with his blood ; and therefore there
is an high propricty that he fhould be the giver,
the difpenter of this glorious blefling.—In thc {

IV. Anpo laft place, it was propofed to makc
fome pra&tical improvement of the whole. To en-
large here, however, would be improper, as a
practical improvement has been made of the feveral
parts of the fubje& all along, as they have been .
confidered. At the fame time, your attention m;z



346 €HRIST'S INVITATION TO THE

be called to the following brief hints. From what
has been obferved, you have had fet before you,

1. A melancholy picture of the mierable ftate of

all mankind by nature ;—they are lbouring and
beavy-laden, they have various burdens lying on
them, the burden of fin, the burden of he law,
a burden often of fears, of terrcrs, arifing from the -
former ; and while thus heavy-laden, they are /a-
bouring, ftriving to eafe themfelves of their bur-
dens, itruggling hard to get rid of them, while
after all they are only labouring in vain in the
fire, wearying themfelves in the greatnefs of their
-way ; are fpending their © money for that- which
is not bread, and their labour for that which fa-
tisfieth not,” inftead of obtaining the leaft eafe aor
quiot. Their fituation is in this way rendered
more and more grievous and diftrefling, their buz-
dens become heavier than they can bear, and their
labour is rendered quite intolerable.
. 3. We may learn a fpecial ingredient in the
mifery of thofg that thus laboury and ire heavy-
laden. They are under the law as a covenant of
works, which requires the full tale of brick, with--
out affording the leaft firaw with which te make
them. They are under moft grievous tafk-mafters,
who are conftandy faying, Give, give,. while they
are unable to work ; and, whatis ftill worfe, they
are without Chrit, without God, and fo without
bope in the world. It is Jefus only that can help-
them ; while afar from him, and enemies to him,
they have no other profpe&t than that &f perithing
sternally.—Bat, _

3. There is: hence opened up a door of hope,.
even for fuch as are labouring and heavy-laden,
whatever their charaers or conditions have been,
er at prefent may be, though they may have long
laboured in vain, and fpent their ftrength for.

: nought.
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nought. However heavy, numerous, and continued
thefe B4y B¢, though in their view their condition
may not only be diftrefling and deplorable, but
even_almoft defperate, there is here a door of hope
opened up to fuch. On Jefus is their help laid 3
in and from him it is to be found. Heis faying,
¢ Look unto me, and be ye faved, all ye ends of
the eanth; for I am God, and befides me there is
no Saviour.” ¢ Hearken, ye ftout-hearted, and ye
that are far from righteoufnefs.” Nay, he fpeaks
to fuch exprefsly by name ; without excluding a
fingle individual, whatever his prefent charaéter
ar condition be, his gracious words are, Come un-
to me, all ¢ (the whole of you, and each of you)
that labour, and are heavy-laden, and (in coming to
me without peradventure) you fball bave refi.

In the /a# place, 'There is pointed out to us
what is the indifpenfable duty of all the hearers of
the gofpel. It is to come to Jefus; to comply
with the gracious call and invitation here given.
It is true, this in the text is addrefled only to the
labouring and heavy-laden ; but is not this a cha-
raCter common to all the hearers of the gofpel ?
Are not all more or lefs in this fituation? A fitua-
tion fo far from being defirable, that it is exceed-,
ingly uncomfortable. If fuch, then, would con-
fult their prefent or eternal welfare ; if they would
hearken to the gracious call, the kind invitation
which Chrift gives them; if they would obey
Heaven’s great command, it muft be admitted,
that it is their bounden duty to come to Jefus,
that is, to believe on him ; for it is only in the ex-
ercife of faith as coming to him, and according as
faith is in exercife, that any can be freed from their
heavy burdens, or be releafed from that vain and
irkfome labour in which they are engaged. :

Let all fuch, then, be exhorted to ceafe from the
‘ labour



348  CHRIST’S INVITATION To THE, &c.

labour which fatisfieth not ; from thefe fruitlefs
attempts which they are ehgaged in to rid them-
felves from thefe heavy burdens that they are
weighed down under. Be exhorted to come to
Jefus ; ¢aft all your burdens and your cares over
upon him. He is able and willing to fuftain both
you and your burdens, whatever they are. Come
to him, then, as you are, as labouring and heavy-
laden. There is the moft cordial welcome afford-
ed to all fuch ; the greater your burdens, and the
more prefling your neceflities are, in the way of
putting your cafe unrefervedly in his hand, and un-
der his management, you may in due time affured-
ly expe& a comfortable iffue. He hates putting
away. Whofoever will may come, and him that
cometh unto him, he will in no wife caft out. Come
unto me (fays he) all ye that labour and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you reft. ‘

CHRIST,
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CHRIST, A REFRESHFUL SHADOW IN A
WEARY LAND.*

Et———
————

SERMON XXIL

FsA. xxxil. 2. And a man fball be—as the fhadow
of a great rock in a weary land.

l"li‘HIS prophecy relates to Hezekiah, to his
happyand pious government ; but doubtlefs a
greaterthan Hezekiahis here,and thatis Jefus Chrift,
the King of faints. This world, before fin entered
into it, had always a clear fky ; there was not an air
of peftilential wind to blow upon them that were
travelling through it to Immanuel’s land. But fince
fin entered, the cafe is quite altered ; ftrong winds
of trouble blow, tempefts of heavy rain fall ; there
are inundations in the world, as the word is} it
is a dry place ; inrefpe&t of comfort, itis a weary
land ; but though a weary land, it is not alto-
gether without fome comforting profpe&. A
fhadow- and _ fhelter is prepared for the weary tra-
veller ; for it is promifed in the text, And a man

Vor. I. Gg Jhall

* This and the following Dilcourfe delivered Auguft
1715
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Shall be—as the fbadow of a great rock in a weary land.
In which words, there is obfervable,

1. What the world is fpiritually to Chrift’s
fubje&ts, the people of -God, a weary land ; that
is, a thirfty land, a fcorching country, a ftormy
place, with many inconveniences, which make
travellers weary and faint. It is a wildernefs,
wherein there 1s no water, but a vehement- heat,
which makes people weary, and long for thelter
and refrethmernt.— Obferve, -

2. What Chrift is to them there, as the fbadow
of a great rock. How pleafant is a fhelter in {fuch
a place to the weary traveller ! Such is Chrift to
his people in the world. There are many fhel-
gers, there is even the thadow of created comforts;
but, alas! they are unfubftantial fhades ; they are
as the thade of a tree through which the fun, wind,
or rain beats. But Chrift is as the fhadow of a
rock, which nome.of thefe can pierce; and as a
great rock, which gives a large fhelter; fo that
there they have a perfe& repofe, blow what wea-
ther will—The text affords us this

Docﬁtmn, That Chriﬁ is a fuitable thade, and a
xefrething fhelter, for thofe to whom the world
is a weary land. -

for illuftrating this do&rine, it is propofed,

1. Tothew what is implied in the text.

II. To inquire in what refpets the world is a
weary land to the faints. -

IH. To point out in what refpeéts Jefus Chrift
is a fuitable and refrefhful thade and {helter to them
n a weary land. .

IV. Conclude with a practical improvement.

We

-
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‘WE are, then,

I. To fhew what is implied in the text.—It im-
ports,

1. That the world is not our dwelling-place,
but the place through which we are travelling.
This world is but a thorough-fare to another,
where we come in at our birth, walk through in
our life, and go out again at death. Many imagine
but two fixed points in the univerfe, the higher
and the lower, and that bodies are revolvingin conti-
nual motion towards one or other of thefe, heaven
and hell. The godly are gping out of the world in-
affetion, Song, iv. 8.; the wicked, in adion,
though not in affeftion ;. none are abiding.—-It
imparts,

2. That there is no corre&ing of the ill air of
the world ; a thade and fhelter may be had. in it,.
but to reduce it to its firft temperature, that it
may be indeed a pleafant land, is not" promifed,
and therefore cannot be expedted. The winds of
trouble muft blow in it, while there are {uch trea-
fures of fin in it to bring them forth. While our
provocations againft Heaven gather into clouds,
there will be tempeftuous rains of calamities in it. .
Thg godly may lay their account with this : John,
xvi, 33. ¢ In the world ye fhall have tribulation.”
And the carnal world need not lay their account
byit: Job, v. 7. « Yet man is born unto trouble,
as-the fparks fly upwards.”—It imports,

3. That, foul or fair weather, we mutft fet out
our heads, and through the weary land we muft
go 5 therc is no other way but to take our fhare of
what may be going on in it. He that would ftop
till the fky clear, may with as good reafon fit down
and wait till the water run out, that he may get
through the river dry-fhod ; the laft may be fooner
expeéted than the firft. —It imports,

Gga2 4. That
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4~ That the travelling through it will try our
ftrength 5 take what way we will, we cannot mifs
fometimes to be entangled in the wildernefs, and
‘to he wearied in it, though the heart were fo
glewed to it, as never to be wearied of it. The
winds, the rains, and the ftorms, that blow there,
will bear heavy on us, fo as that we will need a
refting, a refrefhing place.—It imports,

5. 'That nothing lefs than the great rock will be
a fufficient fhclter in this weary land; no folid
peace or repofe out of Chrift, more than there was
out of the ark when the delunge' came on. The
winds and ftorms will blow down, or blow through,
all other fhades which men make to themf(clves in
the weary land : Ifa. xxviii. 17. « And the hail
fhall fweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters
‘fhall overflow the hiding-place.” Flying from one
mifchief, while they flee not to the great rock,
they fhall fall into another: Amos, v. 19. % As
if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him;
or went into the houfe, and leaned his hand on
the wall, and a ferpent bit him.”—It imports,

6. That Chrift is a fufficient fhelter, however
weary a land the world be:” John, xvi. 33.
¢ Thefe things I have {poken unto you, that in
me ye might have peace. In the world ye fhall
have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.” Be the ftorms or heats as

reat as they will, he is as a great rock; and from
ﬁim, though the troubles may be great, yet they
may expelt a great falvation. They will always
be fafe who are under the fhade of the great rock,
through which neither heats nor ftorms can pierce :
Pfal. xciii. 4. ¢ The Lord on high is mightier than
the noife of many waters; yea, than the mighty
waves of .the fea.” It is impoflible they can be
greater than they have been ; nay, they can never
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be fo great as once they were, when from heaven,
earth, and hell, at once they blew upon Chrift.
Yet he bore them, bore up under them, bore
them off his people; even as the heats and rains -
fall on the rock, while thofe under its fhade are
kept fafe.—It imports,

Lajily, That the weary world makes Chrift more
precious to finners than otherwife he would be:
If the traveller were not fcorched with heat, or
toffed with tempefts, he would never look near the
rock. Eafe in the world, is the neck-break of
many. But it is well for the church and people
of God, that the world is a ftep-dame to them;
were they better entertained in the world’s houfe, .
. they would more feldom knock at God’s door.—
‘We now proceed, .

II. To thew in what refpeéts the world to the'
people of God is a weary land.—lt is fo, becaufe,
1. The wind blowing in the traveller’s face
‘makes any land a weary land to him j and in this
world, there is a wind of ordinary trouble, that
is feldom if ever down, but blowing efpecially in
the face of the travellers to Zion: Matth. vi, 34.
¢ Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”
Sometimes it blows away the’ man’s eafe, blafts
his reputation, blows away his worldly goods, his
health, his relations, &c.- It blows fo, that he is
fure of nothing he has, unlefs it be Chrift in him,
the hope of glory. And the travellers muft lay
" their account with this. This cannot fail but
make the world a weary land. But the foul may
find a calm under Chrift’s thadow, as Hannah did,
when fhe poured out her foul before the Lord,
1 Sam. i, 16. Praying in faith is a great eafe to
a heart uneafy under trouble: Matth. vii. 7. « Afk,
and it fhall be given you; feck, and ye fhall find;
Gg3 knock,
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knock, and it fhall be opened unto you.” Chrift
is an anchor that can keep the foul fure and fted-
faft amidft all the tempefts of a weary world. He
has an open ear to their juft complaints, and a
foft hand, under which the uneafy heart and head
may repofe themfelves.—It is a weary land,

2. Becaufe fometimes there are terrible tem-
pefts of common cafamity, threatening to fweep
all away before them, blowing in this world, which
thakes it a weary land. There are no tempefts in
the upper region, but in the lower region, where
‘we are, they are very frequent, whereby nations,
churches, and families, are thrown into the ut-
moft confufion. David fpeaks of fuch, Pfal. Iv.
8. « I would,” fays he, « haften my efcape from
the windy ftorm and tempeft.” Thefe often make
a moft miferable face on the places where they
blow, and make the land a weary land indeed.
But even in this cafe, there is found peace under
Chrift’s fhadow: John, xvi. 33. ¢ Thefe things I
have fpoken unto you, that ye might have peace s
in the world ye fhall have tribulation ; but be of

ood cheer, I have overcome the world.” In him
%eliev«:rs have 4 peace the world cannot rob them
off. He has hiding-places for his people, where
-he will hide them, if not from trouble, yet from
the evil, the fting, and hurt of it: 1 Pet. iii. 13.
¢ And who is he that will harm you, if ye be fol-
lowers of that which is good ” He will hide
them, if not under heaven, yet in heaven; and
they have no reafon to complain who get there,
though in a fiery chariot. Our Lord holds the
~winds in his hand, and they can blow no more
terribly than he permits them; fo that in the
worft of times it is good news, Ifa. lii. 7. « How
- beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
- that bringeth good tidings, that publifheth peace,
that bringeth good tidings of good, that faith unto

Zion,
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Zion, Thy God reigneth !”  And thefe that make
Chrift their friend, may bid defiance to all their
enemies.—The world is a weary land,

3. Becaufe the wild beafts in it make it a weary
land. The fcripture calls wicked men fo, efpe-

cially in their oppofition to, and treatment of the:

people of God, and the world is'the place of their
abode : Song, iv. 8. « Come with me, my fpoufe,
from the lions dens, from the mountains of the
leopards.” And therefore, while they are travelling
through the wildernefs, they are often put to
that prayer, Pfal. Ixxiv. 19. 20. % O deliver not
the foul of thy turtle-dove unto the multitude of
the wicked, forget not the congregation of thy
poor for ever, have refpe& unto the covenant, for
the dark places of the carth are full of the habi-
tations of cruelty.” No wonder the world be a
weary land to the people of God; for the wild
beafts are often heard roaring there : Pfal. Ixxiv. 4.
¢ Thine enemies roar in the midft of thy congre-
gation, they fet up their enfigns for figns ;” threat-
ening to devour, and to fwallow up, and to make
the name of Ifrael no more to be remembered ; as
the Egyptian beaft did, Exod. xv. 9. But while
thefe roarings make the hearts of God’s people to
tremble, the voice of the Lion of the tribe of Ju-
dah, terrible to his enemies, is comfortable to his
friends : Pfal. xciii. 4. « The Lord on high is
mightier than the noife of many waters, yea, than
the mighty waves of the fea.” This moderated the
roarings.of the Aflyrian in Hezekiab’s days, Ifa.
xxxvil. 22. Thefe beafts are oftcn heard yelling
in the world : Jerem. ii. 15. « The young lions
roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his
land wafte.” Dreadful is that yelling they make
-when they are got together, urtering their blaf-
phemies, curfes, and reproaches, againft God, his

people,
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. people, and his caufe in the world, as if hell was

opened, which is the den of the great lion. This
makes the world a weary land, and it is moft heavy
and diftreffing to the people of God: Pfal.Ixxiv. ro.
O God, how long fhall the adverfary reproach?
thall the enemy blafpheme thy name for cver ?”
But there is refrethment and fhelter under Chrift’s
fhadow in this cafe, while the foul fees that he
will clofe up at length the blafphemous mouths,
and bring them to the city agove, where they
thall hear no more of any fuch thing. But again,
thefe beafts are often feen tearing and devouring
in the world the men that are more righteous than

they : Hab. i. 13. % Wherefore lookeft thou upon

them thay deal treacheroufly, and holdeft thy
tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that
is more righteous than he ?” God has his times
wherein he lets them loofe, to make havock of the
church, and fhed the blood of his faints. But
under Chrift’s thadow there is refrefthing in this
" cafe. He can break out the teeth of the great
lions with a touch ; and while they are at the worft,
he fays to his people, « Fear not them which kill
the body, but are not able to kill the foul,” Mat.
x. 28, It was the way they treated Chrift him-
felf when in the world, but he rofe upon them
to their confufion ; and fo fhall the church in like
manner, and according to their meafure, Pfal .xxii.
12. 13.

4. l:;)arkncfs caufeth wearinefs, and a dark land
will always be a weary land to the children of light.
The world at beft is but a dark land, in compari-
fon with heaven : 1 Cor. xiii. 12. ¢ For now we
fee through a glafs darkly, but then face to face.”
But fometimes the darknefs increafeth mightily.
‘We have had a long funfhine of gofpel-light, but
men have loved darknefs rather than the light.

And

’
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And now God is rifing up to plead with the ge-
neration; and we may fay, with Jeremiah, « Woe
unto us, for the day goeth away, for the fhadows
of the evening are ftretched out” Do ye not fze
the darknefs come, and coming on the lund more
and more ? There is a dark cloud already caft over
the minifters and profefiors of Scotland ; fo that
they have now been like a company of travellers
in a mift ; fome crying this, and others that is the
way; while many are at a ftand, not knowing what
hand to turn to. Hence there are an alienation of
affection, divifions, and feparations, amongft thofe
who all profefs that they are travelling to the
fame place, but cannot agree abourt the way. Ter-
rible this at all times, but now efpecially, when the
common enemy is at our gates, which fhould make
us ceafe from thefe feuds, as it is faid the beafts
did, hare, dog, Theep, cat and rat, in the inunda-
tion of the Severn. Some pride themfelves in
thefe, but they will make the world a weary land
to thofe that are led by the Spirit of t{utz; and
peace : Judges, v. 16. « Why abideft thou amon§
the fheep-folds, to hear the bleating of the fiocks
For the divifions of Reuben there were great
fearchings of heart.”

What fhall we do in fuch a cafe ? Get in under
Chrift’s fhadow, by faith, renouncing our own un-
derftanding, paflions, and prejudices, and giving
up ourfelves fingly to his guiding, and his fhadow
will be as the thadow on the dial, pointing to the
hour of the day: Pfal. xxv. g. « The meek will
he guide in judgement, and the meek will he
teach his way.” In the greateft darknefs of the
world, there is a light, even ¢ a more {ure word of

rophecy, whereunto we do well that we take
'Eced, as unto a light that fhineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day-ftar arife in our
hearts,”
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hearts,” 2 Pet. i. 19. This oracle of heaven is.
never ftruck dumb; but at any time men’s cor-
ruptions may make them both blind and deaf to
its warnings. But again, the bufhel is preparing
to put the candle under, which God has lighted
to give light to his church, if mercy prevent it not;.
and then people that have made themfelves fo many
filent Sabbaths, will get them made to their hands;
and they that have been wearying for the day, may
come to get a weary fill of it. Preachers driven
into corners, clofed kirk-doors, and the fongs of the
temple turned into howlings, will make a dark day.
And now, if Ged do not mercifully interpofe, we
cannot mifs it. But Chrift’s thadow will be re-
frething in this cafe to thofe that get under it.
Though the enemy fhould get leave to tread down
the outer court, and thefe that worfhip in it, they
that are farcher in, fhall be well feen to: Rev. xi.
1.2. 'Lhough they fhould burn up all the {yna-
Fogucs of God within the land, yet there is a little
an€tuagy they cannot hinder you to carry about
with you: Ezek. xi. 16. ¢« Therefore fay, Thus
faith the Lord God, 'Although I have caft them
afar off among the Heathen, and aithough I have
fcattered them among the countries, yet will I be
to themr as a little fanQuary in the countries where
they fhall come.” And though the ftars fhould
Eamped down to-the earth, and no ftar-light
thine in the church, ye fhall not want light while
the Sun of righteoufnefs continues to thine.
Finally, The bottomlefs pit is already opened,
the fmoke is arifing in our land, and the locufts are
coming out of the fmoke upon it: Rev. ix. 1.—3.
The Popifh party are now begun to make head,
with their brethren the malignants who carry on
the war with Antichrift, and to fet a limb of An-
' tichrift
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tichrift upon the throme; and if they fucceed,
what can be expe€ed, but that the fmoke of An-
tichriftian errors, fuperftition, and idolatry, will
overfpread thefe nations again ?  So that we muft
refolve either to take on the beaft’s mark or Chrift’s
fire-mark, cither burn or turn. It will be weary
work to get through the fmoke, which it is to be
feared will ftifle moft of us, and blacken many.
But get under Chrift’s fhadow now ; feek now to
believe, and feel the power of truth. An empty
profeflion will not do here; lamps without oil
will go out in the fmoke. But be it ever fo grofs,
it will hurt nene but the profane and hypocritical
profefior : Rev. ix. 4. « And it was commanded
them, that they fheuld not hurt the grafs of the
earth, neither any green thing, neither an‘y tree,
but only thofe men which have not the feal of
God in their foreheads.” They that have Chrift’s
mark of true piety, fhall be kept from receiving
the mark of the beaft. Under Chrift’s fthadow
they will be as the Ifraclites in Gothen ; when
darknefs is over all the land, they fhall have light
in their dwellings.—The world is a weary land,
5. For blood and death going through it, make
it a weary land. In heaven there are none of thefe
things, it is the pleafant land, Rev. xxi. 4. But
m the world they are very frequent; which often
makes the weary fons of Zion to cry, « Woe is me
now, for my foul is wearied becaufe of murderers,”
Jer. iv. 31. The people that delight in war is a
black chara@er in the fcriptures, Pfal. Ixviii. 30.
The confufed noife of the warriors is no pleafant
found, ner are garments rolled in blood a pleafant
fight. The conftaut difquiet and terror that at-
tends the fword’s raging in a land, is a wearifome
cafe, as it is detcribéd, Deut. xxviii. 67. ¢ In the
morning thou fhalt fay, Would to ‘God it were
even !
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even! and at even thou fhalt fay, Would God
#t were morning ! for the fear of thine heart
wherewith thou fhalt fear, and for the fight of
thine eyes which thou thalt fee.”
- The white horfe of the gofpel has for many
years made a pleafant parade- through the land.
But, alas ! neither it, nor the crowned head, theSon
of God, that fits upon it, has been much regard-
ed ; nay, both he, and his bow, which is the word,
have been defpifed ; few, very few, have given him
a crown, Song, iii. 11. by clofing with him in the
ofpel-offers. And now the red, black, and pale
l%orfcs, mentioned Rev. vi. 4. 5. 8. feem to be
ady to begin their march, to avenge the affronts

to the white horfe ; though the Popith

and malignant riders mean not fo, but to banith
the white horfe out of the land. . What fhall we
do in this cafe ¢ get in under Chrift’s thadow, that
is the only fafe retreat in fuch a cafe : Mic. v. 5.
¢ And this man fhall be the peace, when the Af-
fyrian fhall come into our land.” This fhould be
our work this day; we fhould fit down under his
fhadow, believing in him, and depending upon
him, Cant.ii. 3. When public calamity comes
upon a land, every perfon will run to that place
where they expet the greateft fafety; but run
where they will for fhelter, if they run not to

Chrift, their fhelters will fall down about their -

ears at length : Ifa. xxviii. 17. ¢ And the hail fhall
fweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters fhall
overflow the hiding-place.” But the way of fafety
is to run to Jefus Chrift : Prov. xviii. 10. « The
name of the Lord is a ftrong tower ; the righteous
runneth into it, and is fafe.” You muft fit down
under his thadow, by clofing with him in the of-
fers of the gofpel, taking him for all, and inftead
of all, for time and eternity; giving yourfelves

‘ away
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away to him, renouncing the devil, the wopld, and
the flefh, embarking in"his interefts and caufe at
this day, whoever be againft it. "Chis is a loM
" knock Chrift is giving to gofpel-defpifers to open
to him, after the flighting of many a ftill fmall
voice, whereby he lets them know, that if they
will not open to him as a Lord and Saviour, he
will arife on them as a Judge with a vengeance,
whether they will or not. Come, then, ye detpi-
fers of Chrift, and fit down under his thadow, be-
fore the fcorching heat of the weary land burn you
up.
P\Ve mutft fit ftill under his thadow, by cleaving
to him, and depending upon him: Ifa. xxx. 7.
¢ For the Egyptian thall help in vain, and to no
purpofe ; thercfore have I cried concerning this,
Their ftrength is to fic {till.” Though the {courge
reach all, the greatelt fafety will be there. Cleave
to him and his caufe, come what will come ; for
if you go off his way to feek fafety, you caft your-
felves out of his promifed protection. Piety will
be the beft policy in the worft of times: Prov. x.
9. ¢ He that walketh uprightly, walketh furely;
but he that perverteth his way, fhall be known.”
And-depend on hinrby believing his promifes, both
for your perfonal cafe, and the church’s cafe ; for
whoever be in the field, vitory is in his hand a-
lone, and he gives it to whom he will; he does
what he will in the armies of heaven and earth;
whom he will he ftrengthens, whom he will he
weakens, for heis the Lord of bofts ; and he hath
engaged, that at length it thall be ill with his ene-
mics, and well with his friends : Ifa. liv. 17. « No
weapon that is formed againft thee fhall profper ;
and every tongue that fhall rife againft thee in
judgement, thou fhalt condemn; this is the heri-
Vou. L Hh tage



‘3'62 ‘"CHRIST, A REFRESHFUL SHADOW

tage of the fervants of the Lord, and -their righ-
teoufnefs is of me, faith the Lord.”—But again,

* We muft lie down under his fhadow, in holy
refignation, to fuffer whatfoever he may call us’to,
dfa. li. 23. The difpenfations of the day call a-
loud to us to prepare for fuffering; if the malignant
party prevail, doubt not but their little finger will be
heavier than their father’s loins. Our Lord has
given many love-tokens to the generation, which
have been lightly efteemed; howbeit, there are
many that profefs love to him and his truths; and
it would feem, he will try what tokens we have
to beftow on him and his caufe. It is likely he
will have a portion of fome one’s goods, relations,
Iberty, yea, and of their blood too, ere all be
«done ; and it is to be feared, the tokens of his dif-
pleafure draw fo deep, that many will give up with
‘him on this account. But if you be wife, lie down
under his thadow ; for a thorny bed under Chrift’s
thadow will at the laft prove more eafy than the
beds of ivory, .on which his eénemies may ftretch
themfelves for a little : Job, xx. 5. ¢ The triumph-
ing of the wicked is fhort, and the joy of the hy-
pocrite is but for a moment.” The hour and power
of darknefs will not laft ; and though God fhould
Juffer that party to carry all before them a while,
there is no ground to doubt but God will be even
with them, for all their enmity, and oppofition to
his work ; yes, and render home their fathers op=-
pofition to it into their bofom, and give them blood
to drink, for the hlood their fathers fhed in fields,
and on fcaffolds, wheén they have filled up the
meafure of their iniquity by what they may now
do: Rev. xvi. 5. 6. “ And I heard the angel of
" the waters fay, Thou art righteous, O Lord,
which art, and waft, and fhalt be, becaufe thou

‘ haft

-
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Haft judged thus. For they have fhed the blood of
faints and prophets, and thou haft given them blood
to drink, for they are worthy.

But we muft alfo ftand up under Chrift’s fhadow,
and a¥for him. Certainly, as the quarrel is now
ftated betwixt Chrift-and his cnemies in Britain and-
Ireland, he calls his people now to act for him
and his caufe. If they have a ftandard to be dif
played for Popery and flavery, God has given us a
ftandard to be difplayed for religion and liberty :
Pfal. Ix. 4, “ Thou haft given a banner to' them
that feared thee, that it might be difplayed becaufe
of the truth.” And people are calied, by this dif-
penfation, to put themfelves ina poﬁun. to defend
their religion and liberties, their Proteftant King,
country, and families, and not to leave themfelves
a naked prey for murderers. And in fuch a time,
people confuiting their own eafe, more than the:
-honour of God, the welfare of his caufe, and their
neighbour’s fafety; may- eafily flip themfelves in-
under Meroz’s curle, which, when incurred, will
not be got fo eafily off perfom Judges, v. 23.
«s Curfe ye Meroz, (faid the angel of the Lord),
curfe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; becaufe
they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help
of the Lord againft the mighty.” .

Never. was the caufe more clear in Britain, The
word, to {pirit the foldiery under the enciny’s flan-
dard, fhould be, The great red Aragon, Rev. xii. 3.:
and the motto correfponding with this, as in
Pial. it. 3. ¢« Let us break their bands, and caft
their cords from us.” This is-the defign of the
attempt, and, I am perfuaded is looked upon fo-
by him that fitteth in the heavens. What elfe is' |
the defign of Papifts and malignants this day ?*
Qur holy rehglon muft go, and idolatry and fu--

Hh2 perftition -
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perttition come in its room ; we and our families
muft be murdered, or renounce our religion,
though denying of Chrift will never altogether
pleafe them, for they will efpecially never truft
Scots Prefbyterians, fo that that would be the way
to die a double death. Our Proteftant King muft
* go, and a Papift afcend the throne, and the cove-
nanted work of Reformation be rooted out, unlefs
that people a&t for their defence againft the Anti-
chriftian party. I know no mids this day, but
that every one muft be on Chrift’s fide, oron Anti-
chrift’s.  This caufe will bear no neutrality : Mat.
xii. 3o. ¢ He that is not with me, is againft me; and
he that gathereth not with me, fcattereth abroad.”
Never was the caufe more favourable ; for while
our intruders and enemies cannot appear in the
field but as rebels and traitors, laying themfelves
open to all the pains of treafon and rebellion, we
have, by the mercy of God, the law on our fide.
No doubt, mafles will be faid at Rome for them,
and in other parts of the Pope’s territory ; but the
rayers of all the Proteftant churches abroad will
Ee for us and our righteous caufe; and the prayers
_ of all the godly in the land will alfo be in our fa-
vour. It is true, indeed, our God is angry with
us ;3 but fure I am, he is not well-pleafed with
them, he never was nor will be pleafed with the
caufe they have inhand ; and therefore, feeirig the
caufe is the Lord’s, we may be furg, that ¢ though
he caufe grief, yet he will have compaflion ;” .and
when he has done his work with his furnace on
Mount Zion, he will bring off his caufe and people
viCtorious at length, Ifa. liv. 17. And we have
ground to hope, that if the noife of enemies go
on, it will raife up at length a ghoft upon the Po-
pifh and malignant intereft in thefe nations, th:ltl:
. th
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fhall affright them, and ruin it more than ever ; I.
mean, the ghoft of the buricd covenants ¥,
L

* The intelligent reader, who is acquainted with the
hiftory of Britain, has only to be reminded, that the pe-
riod when this difcourfe was delivered was very event-
ful. An unnatural rebellion was then breaking out,
cherithed by a Popifh faltion both at home and abroad,
which in its progrefs threatened to overturn our religion
and liberties. On this occafion,. the worthy Author, as
a found patriot for his country’s welfare, as a genuioe
fon of Zion, and a faithful watchman upon her walls,
could not fail to found a fuitable alarm. From the deep -
fenfe he had of the impending danger, from a clear con-
viction of indifperifable duty, and pofleffing a natural
warmth of temper, the ftrong expreffions made ule of
by him in this and other parts of his difcourfes, are eaiily -
to be accounted for, )

THE'



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED.

SERMON XXIIL

ISA xxxil. 2. And a man fhallbe—as the foadow of
_ a great rock in a weary land.

feveral reafons why this world is to the
nts.a weary land, I go on now farther to obferve,
that the world is to them a weary land : For,

6. An ill way makes a weary Lnd to travellers..
There is much ill way in the world, that wearies
fore them that are travelling Zion-ward. It is
true, the way of holinefs is a good way, in fo far
as it leads to the heavenly Jerufalem 5 and though
it be ftrewed with thorns and briars, it is better
to walk in it, than in the way to deftrution ftrew-
ed with rofes. But an unea%y way we call an ill
way ; and fuch is the way through the weary land

- of the world. Itis all up-hill, which fcars the
moft partof the world. The way to hell is down
the hill, but the way to heaven is up the hill : Pfal.
xxiv. 3. % Who fhall afcend into the hill of God ?”
They that would fit at eafe, and fleep through the
. \ . . . world,

HAV!NG, in the preceding dlfcourfe offered
1
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. world, are not meet for heaven ; the way will try
people’s ftrength, and an eafy way to heaven no
man fhall find. There are ftrong lufts, and temp-
tations, and troubles, which people will have to
climb over. But under Chrift’s thadow, the tra-
veller will recover his breath again, and be invigo-
rated for new difficulties, till he come to the top
of the-hill : Ifa. xl. 29. « He giveth power tothe
faint ; and to them that have no might, he increa-
feth ftrength.” Ver. 31. ¢ They that wait upon
the Lord fhall renew their ftrength, they fhall
mount up with wings as eagles ; they fhall run,
and not be weary; they fhall walk and not faint.
It is a narrow way : ¢“Strait is the gate,and narrow
is the way, that leadeth unto life,” Matth. vii. 14.
Multitudes walk in the broad way, and there they
get room enough; but in the narrow way there
are few travellers, and they that are on it muft
take good heed to their feet, or they are apt to
catch a fall. And confidering how rafth we na-
turally are, and how weak headed and falfe heart-
ed we are, and how narrow the road is, and how
loofe the ground about it is, it is no wonder, that
with the Pfalmift we complain of broken bones,
Pfal li. 8. Thefe make a weary way. But under
Chrift’s fhadow there is light for the blind, ftrength
for them that go even on, and medicine to cure
them that are bruifed by their falls, if they intend
not to lie ftill, but to get up and walk on.
~ Itis a hard and rugged way, and therefore they
muft have leg-harnefs, as foldiers have, to preferve
their feet from ftones and roughnefs in the way
of their march : Eph. vi. 15. ¢ And their feet thod
with the preparation of the gofpel of peace.” There
are many difficulties to go thtough, that willneed re-
folution and undaunted courage. The fpies faw fuch
difficulties in the way to Canaan, that they brought .
u

P
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up an ill report of the land. But Caleband Jofhud.
had -another fpirit, that' fitted them to face all thefe-
difficulties, Numb. xiv. 24.- The fearful are not
for heaven, Rev. xxi. 8. But under Chrift’s tha-
dow, there is fweet refrefhment in the hardeft
piece of the way, and nothing is too hard for them
whom he bears up : Phil. iv.13. «I can do all things-
through Chrift that ftengtheneth me.” .

" It is @ way wherein many {nares are laid. Th
fnares of the world make it a weary land. The
way is befet with thorns, and lies through thic.
kets, where on every fide there is fomething to
catch a man. ~There are fnares in every lot, -in
every condition, in the moft innocent things-in
the world ; and there is need of great caution to
get through them. How often are men in the
fnare ere ever they are aware ! Like the poor bird, .
they find the fnare laid where they were not
“looking for it. But under Chrift’s fhadow, there
is a fhelter where they may be fafe. It is he that.
leads them through the wildernefs to that place
where they will be in no- more hazard. Yea,
cafting themfelves by faith on him, they are in nao
danger from any quarter whatever.—-{t may be
further obferved, .

7. That the country-difeafe often'makes it a weary
land'; and that in the world is fin. 'Ne fooner do
any fet their foot in that land, than are they in--
fected with it : Pfal. li. 5. ¢« Behold, I was fha-
pen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother con--
ceive me.” Though the power of this difeafe
be broken in the faints at their converfion, yet
.. 1t hangs about them as long as they are in the

- Iand. What wonder, then, that it be to them a weary
land ?——And there are five things that nrake it fo. -

(1.) The heavinefs of the di%éafe. Tt is called
2 body of death, Rom. vii. 24. ¢« © wrétched
man that I am, who fhall deliver me from .the

body



IN A WEARY LAND. 369

body of this-death ?” Death is heavy in any
part of it, how much more burdenfome muft a

_body of it be? It bears down the man conti-

-

nually; it i3 a burden to the back, that makes
him ftoop, and fo makes a weary land.

(2.) The univerfality of the difeafe. It affeCts
and indifpofes the whole man, fo that we may
fay, Ifa. i. 5. 6. that ¢« the whole head is fick,
and the whole heart faint; from the fole of the
foot to the crown of the. head, there is no found-
nefs in it, but wounds, and bruifes, and putrify-
ing fores.” It {preads itfelf like a leprofy, through
all the faculties of the foul, and leaves no part of
the man unaffeted. It has {mitten the under-
ftanding with blindnefs, and the heart with hard-
nefs, and filled the mind with enmity againft God.
Job’s life was a heavy life when he was full of
boils all over; and fo is the life of thofe who are
univerfally affe¢ted with the difeafe of fin.—There
13, N

(3.) The frequent relapfes that take place in this

“difeafe. How often do they fall back again when

" they feem tobe in a fair way of recovery! This

makes a weary world to a heaven-born foul, that
would fain be like God in holinefs ; ever wreft-
ling, and gver falling into the mire again, makes
weary work. This makes that longing to be away
for which the faint is diftinguifhed.—There is,
{(4.) The malignant influence thefe things have
on the faint’s journey through the weary land. By
thefe means they are very much unfitted for it,
they walk very flowly. It is a weary journey to
them ; and oftentimes they are fo laid by, that
they are not able to move forward at all, and they
are driven back, inftead of going forward. :
(5-) It is not their cafe alone, but of all that are
there, the being affeéted by, this difeafe. Tllls
wor
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world is an hofpital of fouls fick with fin. Some
of them are fenfible of their difeafe, others are
not. The godly have not only their own plague-
fores running on, but they alfo fee thofe of others
running on ; and that makes a weary land: Jer.
ix. 2. ¢« O that I had in the wildernefs a lodging
place of a way-faring man, that I might leave my
people, and go from them! for they be all adul-
terers, an aflembly of treacherous men.” But
under Chrift’s fhadow, there is medicine for the
fore. There is balm in Gilead, and a Phyfi
cian there. His blood takes away the guilt, his
Spirit takes away the power of fin; and in his holy
promifes they fee their freedom and complete cure.
—1 obferve,

8. That the fcorching heats in the world* make
it a weary land. And there are thefe four kinds
of fcorching heats.

(1.) There is the fiery heat of delertion,
from heaven. This the Captain of our fais
vation met with in the weary land, Pfal. xxii.
1.—14.; and this has often been the lot of the
people of God in the weary land 5 they have loft
fight of their guide, and have been left in darknefs,
and gone mowsning many days, without the fun,
with many a weary groan, Pfal. vi. 6. Nay, there
have been many pofitive outgoings of wrath a-
gainft their fouls, fparks of hell flying in on hea-
ven-born fouls, while they have been prefled under
a fenfe of the Lord’s anger, living, as it.wcre, i
the fmoke of*a furnace : Pfal. cii. 3. ¢ For my.
days.are confumed like finoke, and my bones are
burned as an hearth.”—There is, A

(2.) The fiery heats of temptation from hell :
Eph. vi. 12. « For-we wreftle not againft fleth

- and blood, but againft principalities,againft powers,
; 38_?"1&. the rulers of the darknefs of this world,
- againft.
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againft {piritual wickednefles in high places.” When
the Ifraclites were in the wildernefs, they met
with fiery ferpents that bit them, Num. xxi. 6.3
and whilewe are in the wildernefs of this world, we
cannot mifs the inflaming bites of the old ferpent
the devil. Satan is within bow-fhot of us while
here; and the toffes of temptation from him
make it a weary land. Qrdinary temptations are
never wanting, but are coming through the weary
land like midges in a hot fummer-day. Sometimes
there are extraordinary temptations, fiery.darts,
where the poor foul will be as much put to it, to
defend itfelf, as one to defend a thatch-houfe a-
gainft one cafting fire-balls, as it were, without
intermifion.—There is, ’
(3.) The fiery trial from the men of the world,
periecution. This is fuch an ordinary inheritance
" of the people of God in the weary land, that an
apoftle fays, 1 Pet. iv. 12. ¢« Beloved, think it not
ftrange concerning the fierytrial which is to try you,
- as though fome ftrange thing happened unto you.”
There is much drofs, together with the good me-
tal, which gathers together in Zion, and therefore
God will have a furnace there, and the wicked of
the world to fet it on, and blow it up, and pro-
feflors mft be caft into it to try them, fome to be
confumed, fome to be refined in it: Zech..xiii. 9. -
¢ AndI'will bring the third part through thefire,and
refine them as filver is refined, and will try them
as gold is tried ; .they fhall call on my name, and
I will hear them ; I will fay, It is my people, and
they fhall fay, The Lord is my God.”—There is,
(4-) The fiery heats of contention and divifion
from the altar, mentioned Rev. viii. §. Thefe
have a fort of malignant influence on the church;
they fcorch and blacken her exceedingly : Song, i.
6. ¢ Look not upon me, becaufe I am black, be--
caufe
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c2afe the fun hath looked upon me ; my mother's
ch.idren were angry with me.” Hence you may
fee the dreadful mifchief which it does, Rev. vii1
=. & « There fcllowed hail and fire, mingled with
biood, and thev were caft upon the earth, and the
third part of trees was burnt up, and all green
grais wzs burnt up.” Though the way be long
and {or, the travellers may be hearty,and they may
go plcaian:ly on, while they are comfortable to one
another ; but when they grow a burden to one
anothgr, when their unity and love among them-
felves are gone, that makes a weary way to travel-
lets.  But never was the fhadow of a great rock
more fuitabic to.the fcorched traveller, than Chrift
is to his people in all thefe cafes.—For,

(1.7 Heis their great plight-anchor in defertion,
their hope, and the fupport of their fouls. His
blood is the great fence, under which they fhel-
ter themielves from the fire of the law, and brings
them into hope, when they are next door to de-
fponding. An abfolute God is a terrible, but God
in Chritt is a refrefhing fight.

[2.1 He is their protector in temptation. Faith
in Chrift is a fhield which quenches all the fiery
darts of the wicked, Eph. vi. 16. He is ftronger
than the ftrong man, and a prefent help in time
of temptation, either to repel the tempter, or elfe
to bear up the tempted. He fays to them, « My
grace is {ufficient for you, and my ftrength is made
perfe& in your weaknefs,” 2 Cor. xii.-g.

[3 ] He is their ftrong tower in perfecution,
where they abide, and ftand out againft all the
ftorms of an enraged world. He gives them
peace, when their enemies are carrying on the
war. ¢ Peace (fays he) Ileave with you; my peace
I give unto you.” He makes their bow to abide
in its ftrength when the archers fthoot at them,

Gen.
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Gen. xlix. 24. 5 and makes them more than con-
querors, Rom. viii. 37.; and fo lines the thorny
crown with his love, that it fits very. foft on their -
heads. -~ -

[4.] He is their peace in time of contention
and diviffon With whomfoever they have war
and ftrife, through him they have peace, peace
with God, peace with confcience, and a hopeful
profpe&t of getting thither,—where light fhali be
perfe&, and where therefore there can be no dif-
ference of judgement ;—where love is perfect,
and therefore no alienation of affeCtions among
the inhabitants fhall prevail. :

9. Scarcity of provifions makes this world a
weary land. -What elfe can be expected in the
wafte howling wilderaefs of this world, where,
though there is enough to raife the appetite of
lufts, and a fufficiency of hufks for fwine to feed
on ; yet provifion fuitable for the foul is very fcarce 5
and this is what makes the world to the faints a weary
land. For oftentimes their table is overturned ; the
table of public ordinances is removed, which brings
a famine of the word by which their fouls thould
live, Amos, viii. 11. 12. Then they may be fent
to feek bread for their fouls with the peril of their
lives; and this makes a weary land to thefe that
know the fpiritual {fweetnefs of gofpel-ordinances.
— Again, many times, when they come to the
table of ordinances, they get nothing at all, not a
mefs from the King’s hand, lefs or more. How
often are prayers, fermons, communions, like the
empty chair of ftate, the King not filling it ; like
the empty grave, where the grave-cloaths lie, but
the Lord himfelf is gone ; fo that there is nothing
fubftantial, with which to fatisfy the hungry'foul.
—Finally, at their beft entertainment in the weary
land, théy ordinarily rife hungry, and with an ap--

Vou. L . Ii ‘ petite
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petite. They are held fhort by the head, and it
1s but drops and fips that are got in this world ;
the full feaft, where they fhall hunger no more,
is referved to the pleafant land, where there is ful-
nefs of joy, and pleafures evermore. But in this
refpet Chrift is a fuitable fhadow, he keeps the
foul from fainting ; rather than they fhould want,
bread fhall be fent from heaven, and water fhall
flow out of the flinty rock : % Open thy mouth
wide, (lays he), and I will fill it,” Pfal. Ixxxi. ro.
He has the keys of heaven, and is the great ftew-
ard of the Fad)m'er’s treafures, who, in the greateft-
{carcity, has enough amply to furmfh thofe who
by faith come to him.

10: Little company in the road to Zion makes
it a weary land to the traveller thitherward. The
multitude go all the other way ; few take the nar-
row road. Chrift’s flock is but a little flock ; in
Elijal’s days there were fo very few upon the road,
that he thought he had been all ~lone ; he had fo
little help of the feven thoufand, that he knew not
of them. See how Micah longed for company on
the'road, but they were hid out of his view, Mic.
vil. 1. and downwards. Now, this circumftance
makes it a weary land ; for at this rate the travel-
ler has few to take a llft of his burden, and bear .
it with him. The apoftie fays, ¢ Bear ye one
another’s burdens, and {o fulfil the law of Chrift.”.
But, alas! we are in a ftrange land, and there are
many to lay a load above a burden, but few to take
a lift of it. But people muft even creep under
their own burdens as they can, and keep ‘to it
themfelves. This is what makes a weary world.
But ‘they are not to be moaned in this cafe, who
get in under Chrift’s thadow ; he can bear them,
and. their burden alfo. The Lord even réduces his
people to this cafe, that they may depend the more

" upon
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upon himfelf. When we have created props ftand-
ing about us, we are ready to lay over much weight
on them, and therefore the Lord fuffers people to
find their own weight, that they may be con-
ftrained to employ himfelf, to put the work in his
own hand.— Again, the traveller has few to confult
with, when he comes to a difficult and dark ftep.
There are {uch fteps which Chriftians meet with
in their way to Zion, and it is ne fmall mercy to
have thofe who will help by their fympathy, ad-
vice, and prayers. But, alas ! the unfeeling world
affords few fuch; and this is what makes it a
- weary land.  But Chrift lives, and he lives to be
a counfellor, an interpreter, one among a thou-
fand. . Therefore, let us net complain in this cafe ¢
Mic. iv. 9. ¢« Now, why doft thou cry out aloud ?
is there no king in thee ? is thy counicllor perifh-
ed #” 'They are well-guided whom Jefus guides
and if he do not guid¢’us, we may blame ourfelves,,
for ¢ the meek he will guide in judgement, and:
the meek will he tecach his way,” Plal. xxv. 9. Let
- us go to the oracle, and improve his prophetical
office.—Finally, they have few to keep them out
of languor by the way. It would be a great com-
fort to the weary traveller, to have the benefit: of
conference about thetholy city, the New Jerufalem,
to which the travellers are going, and of the glory,’
* eafe, and reft, that are to be enjoyed:there; it
would tend to comfort and ftir them up to vigorous
walking. DBut they are notalone, who have Chrift-
with them ; he can bear the foul company by his
word and Spirit, he can keep them from languith~
"ing in the weary land. ‘We now proceed,. -

III.- To fhew in what refpes Chrift is a fuit--
able and refrefhful fhade or fhelter. Thetruth is,
there is nothing in Chrift but what affords a re-"

: Iia frefhful
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frefhful fhade to the believer in the weary land :
Song, v. 16. « Yea, heis altogether lovely.” But
the breaking of the fpices will make them the more
fragrant to thofe that have their fenfes fpiritually
excrcifed. Therefore obferve, .

1. That his very name affords a broad fhade for
the refrefhment of the traveller in the weary land,
fufficient to recover the foul that is fwooning a-
way : Song, i. 3. ¢ Becaufe of the favour of thy
good ointments, thy name is as ointment poured
forth, therefore do the virgins love thee.” When
Mofes would fee the glory of God, the Lord pro-
claimed his name before him: Exod. xxxiv. 6.
« The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra-
cious, long fuffcring, and abundant in goodnefs
and truth, keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving
iniquity, trarfgreffion, and fin, and that will by
no means clear the ‘guilty.” His name is more
glorious than if it were written in letters of gold ;
it is written to us in letters of his precious blood.
The truth is, all things in the world are rather
pames than things, the moft defirable things in it
are the name of nothing: Prov. xxiii. 5. « Wilt
thou fet thine eyes upon that which is net ? for
riches certainly make themfelves wings, they fly
away as an eagle toward heaven.” The terrible
things of it are but frightful names, 2 Cor. vi. g.
10.3 but here is a name that is above every name,
Phil. ii. 9. I fhall mention only three inftances.
—~———His name is, 4

(1.) Jesus, a Saviour: Matth. i. 21. « His
name fhall be called Jefus, for he fhall fave his
people from their fins.” How fweet muft this
lame be to a fenfible loft finner! in the world we
hear of Adam the deftroyer, who ruined himfelf
and all his poftcrity 3 of finners, his children, felf-
deftroyers, Hof, xiii. g.; of Abaddon, the great

' , deftroyer,
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deftroyer, who goes about like a roaring lion,
fecking whom he may devour. But to.all thefe
we may comfortably oppofe Jefus the Saviours-
ftronger than Adam, faving thofe that he deftroy-
ed ; ftronger than finners, helping thofe that have
deftroyed themfelves ; ftronger than Satan, whom
he fpoils of his prey : Ifa. xlix. 25. « Thus faith
the Lord, Even the captives of the mighty fhall be
" taken away, and the prey of the terrible fhall be.
delivered ; for I will contend with him that con-
tendeth with thee, and I will fave thy children.”-
—His name is,. S

(2.) MEssian, or Chrift, the anointed of the
Father, pointing at his three offices. For under
the Old Teftament, prophets, priefts, and kings
were anointed ;3 it fignified their call to the office :
fo that in this name, we fee him in all his offices,. -
called to the Mediatory office by the Father, and
fully furnithed for it; and fo tﬁcre is enough in
“him for all dur nceds, to be drawn forth by faith

.in his name. And we have it in Greek, as well -
as in Hebrew, fhewing that the Gentiles, as well

as the Jews, have accefs to him: John, i. g4I1.’
¢ We have found the Meflias, which is, being

Jnterpreted, the Chriff.”—His name is, -

(3.) IMMaNUEL, God with us, Matth. i. 23. If
we prefs this name by faith, the fap of it will come
forth to the believer in three things.—There is,

1ff, God inour nature : John, i. 14. ¢ And the
word was made fleth.” God made man; Satan
-having withdrawn. man from his allegiance, the
whole human nature was corrupted, and fet at en-
mity with God. But, behold in Chrift the divine
and human natures united, heaven and earth joined
together in him, under the fhade of which finners
may, with comfort and confidence, approach to
God,—~There is, . B

o iz - ad,
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2dly, God reconciled to us im Chrift : John, &
14. « Apd dwelt among us;” (Gr. fabernacled ).
Chrift is the tabernacle of meeting, wherein God
and finncrs megt in peace : Rev. xxi. 3. ¢ Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
dwell with them, and they fhall be his people,
and God himfelf {hall be with them, and be their
God.” There the weapons fall out of the hand of
Juftice, and there the arms of Mercy embrace the
. finner.  When the finner comes there, he is out of
the dark and black region, where death, wrath, and
the curfe reign ; he comes into a place of hght.
the light of the Lord’s countenance, that fhines on
finners (jin the face of Jefus, our Immanuel. O
what a bleffed thade is here !—There is,
dly, God on our fide: Pfal. xlvi. 7. « The
Lord of hofts is with us, the God of Jacob is our
refuge.” Under this fhade, believers may bid de-
fiance to all their enemies, the united powers of
-earth and hell: Rom. viii. 31. «If God be for us,
who can be againft us.” This is the beft thade
the Lord’s people can betake themfelves to in a
time of confufion and danger. Before the wars of
Canaan hegan, the Lord brought Jothua under it,
Jofh. v. 13. 14. And if people could be got awa-
kened out of their fleep upon thefe pillows which
their enemics have laid under their heads, the direc~
ting them to this fhadew by the word would be both
reckoned fweet and feafonabR, as Exod. ix. 20.
This was the thadow Ifaiah dire@ed the people toy,
when the news came, that the malignant Ephraim-
ites, and the idolatrous Syrians, were confede-
rated to war againft Judah, and to fet up a king
of thecir own ftamp aver Judah: Ha. vil. 2.—6.
¢ And it was.told thc houfe of David, faying, Sy-
ria is confederate with Ephgaim; and his heart

\:::ovcd and the hearts of his peaple, as the
. tree



IN A WEARY LAND. 319

trees of the wood are moved with the wind.. Then
faid the Lord unto Ifaiah, Go forth now to meet
._4Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jafhub thy fon, at fthe end
u{ the conduit of the upper pool in the high-way
of the fuller’s field, and fay unto him, Take heed,
and be quiet, fear not, neither, be faint-hearted, for
the two tails of thefe fmoking fire-brands, for the
fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the fon
of Remaliah. Becaufe Syria, Ephraim, and the
fon of Remaliah, have taken evil counfel againft
thee, faying, Let us go up againft Judah, and vex
it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and
fet a king in the midft of it, even the fon of Ta-
beal.” The prophet labours to draw them to this
thadow, as a complete defence againft the {corch-
ing heat of thefe two fmoking fire-brands ; for he
fays, Ifa. viii. 10. « Take counfel together, and

it thall come to nought, fpeak the word, and it .

fhall not ftand, for God is with us,” (Heb. Imma-

nuel is with us.) i
2. His natures afford a broad fhade to the tra-
veller in the weary land; he is beth God and
man. - Jefus, he is man, and as fuch he has a
fympathy, as one that has had experience of the
troubles his people meet with in the weary land :
Heb. iv. 15. « For we have not an high prieft,
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without fin.” As he is God, he is
able to give them all proteion in all cafes and
all conditions. However low they be, his power,
being infinite, is able to raife them up. So that,
however unequally they be matched with devils
and men, they may fay, as 2 Kings vi. 16. ¢« Fear
not, for they that be with us are more than they
that be with them.” When Chriit fent out his
apofties
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apoftles into the world, and knew that they would
be oppofed by the authority of the great ones, by
the power, the learning, the prejudices, and fu-
perftitions of the world, over againft all thefe he
fets thefe emphatic words, ¢« Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world,” Matth.
XXVIiil. 20.

3. His offices are a fhade to the traveller in a
weary land. ‘Thefe are fuited to all the cafes his
people can poffibly be in, in the weary land.

He is a Prophet, to teach them, to lead and guide
them : Ifa. Iv. 4. « Behold, I have given him for a
Witnefs to the people, a Leader and Commander
to the people.” If darknefs arife, he is light to
them that fit in darknefs. There is no cafe fo
perplexed, but he can refolve it; and faith can
begin where fight ends; and his direction wili
ever be ready to his own in the time of need:
« Tt fhall be given them in that hour, what they
fhall fpeak,” Matth. x. 19.

He is a Prieft to purge away fin, and manage
his people’s caufe in the court of heaven. If -
guilt fting the confcience, and make a fick foul,
his blood removes the fting ; it purges the con-
{cience from dead works, Heb. 1x. 14.; it heals
all their wounds: If. xxxiii. 24. ¢ And the in-
habitant fhall not fay, I am fick ; the people that'
dwell therein fhall be forgiven their iniquity.” If
they have a petition to prefent before the Lord,
while Jefus lives, they know of a proper hand in the
" court of heaven, into which they can putit. For

he makes interceflion for us; he is our Advocate
with the Father. This is no {mall comfort in the
weary land.
He is a King, to prote& and defend. them, to
conquer and reflrain all his and their enemies. If
yatan be too firong and fubtle for them, yet Jefus is
ftronger
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ftronger than he, and can outwit him, and even
outfhoot him in his ownbow. His grace is {uffi-
cient againft the greateft temptations. If the
evorld, the men or things of the world, be too
hard for them, Jefus has overcome both. And
though they may be ready to cry out for fear of
thefe, that one day they will perifh by their hands,
yet their great Captain being on their head, they
fhall furely come off viCtorious at laft, faying,
¢¢ Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory,
through our Lord Jefus Chrift.”

4. His purchafe affords fhelter in the weary
land. The price .he paid was his own precious
blood ; the purchafe then muft ne¢ds be great, fee-
ing the price was of infinite valué. He has pur-
chafed for his people all that is neceffary to make
them happy. What Adam loft, Chrift has pur-
chafed again, and that with advantage; fo that
all their ioifes are made up in him. Would you
have the inventory of Chrift’s purchafe ? you have

it, 1 Cor. iit. 22. ¢ Whether Paul‘or Apollos,or -

Cephas, or the world, or life, or -death, or things
prefent, or things to come, all are yours.”™ The
b=t things for their enjoyment in time or through

eternity. . The worft things, through him, work

foryourgood. What a refrething thade, then, is this
in the worft of times ! ‘
5. His relations afford fhelter in a weary land.
He ftands in many near relations to his people ;
He is the foundation an which they ave built, and

therefore, as the houfe built on the rock ftands un~.

fhaken, fo he will fupport them.under aH prefiures.
He is their Father, and will allow them their pro-
vifion, he will afford them protetion; an inheri-
tance, and every thing that children may expe&@
from a father. He is their Hufband, and there-
- fore will be their defence 3 yea, their Head, and
.- , o therefore
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thercfore he will guide them, and every way tern-
derly care for them, as the head does for the fe-
veral members of the body.

6. His covenant and promifes afford fhelter in a
weary land.  The covenant is offenfive and de-
feniive, therefore the believer has common friends
and enemies with the Lord himfelf: Zech. ii. 8.
He that toucheth his people toucheth the apple of
his eye. Hence faid Jefus, ¢« Saul, Saul, why
periccutedt thou me 2”7 -Who would not venture
to fea in that fhip in which Chrift himfelf, his in-

- terett, and his glory, are embarked ; for though
the thip in that cafe be befet with waves, it will
not fink. Cwxefar, when embarking on board of a
fhip to purfue his enemy, to encourage the pilot,
who was atraid of the ftorm, cried out, You have
Cefar and his fortune embarked with you. How
much more may the Chriftian not be afraid in the
greatctt itarm, when Chrift, his intereft, and his
honour, are with him. There are promifes in the
covenant fuited to every cafe. The Lord has fe-
cured to his people protection and provifion in the
worft of times: « He fhall dwell on high, his
place of defence fhall be the munition of rocks ;
bread thall be given him, his water thall be fure.”

He has fecured them againft apoftacy : John,
x. 29. ¢ No man (fays he) fhall pluck them out of
my Father’s hand.” He has promifed ftrength 1o
the weak and fearful, Ifa. xl. 29.—31; he hath
promifed his prefence to be with them for ever,
Heb. xiii. §. Ifa. xhiii. 2.5 he hath promifed that
all things thall work together for their good, Rom.
viii. 28.; and, finally, there is nothing whatever
which carr befal- them in the weary land, but
there is fomething in the covenant and the pro-
mife fuited to it, peculiarly calculated to comfort
and fupport them under every preffure..

o . : It



-

\

IN A WEARY LAND. 383

It remains that, as was propofed,

IV. I MakE fome pratical improvement, which
1 {hall do, .

1/, In an ufe of information, and,

2dly, In an ufe of exhortation. °

For an ufe of information we may fee,
. 1. That it is a black mark of a foul, that has no
more to look for as a portion but the world;
when they take fo well “with the world’s enter-
tainment, that they never feek after Chrift. The
world is not the weary land to them, and fo they
care not for Chrift. ~Are there not many who
would defire no better portion than the world, if
they could get it kept ? They could well renounce"
their pretenfions. to Canaan, if they could get’
their tents to ftand always on this fide Jordan;
they would never defire a better heaven, than their
lordfhips, their farms, or what elfe they cah work
for with their own hands. While thefe things
profper with them, they have ncthing to make the
world a weary land to them ; the country’s dif-
cafe never wearies them; and if they be croffed’
in one worldly thing, they do not go to Chrift to
get comfort under 1t, but to fome other worldly
thing. Tkhis fpeaks, that they are at home in the
world, and are not travelling towards Zion. Others
may be pilgrims in it, but they are not; they are
juft where they would be, and have no other
choice, Pfal. iv. 6. It thews alfo that they would
never. look near Chrif}, if death did hot make fure
of their being turhed out of the earth. Thcy have
no love to Chrift for himfelf, they could fend ‘well
enough without him, if he would but let them
aloue in the world. ' ‘

2. See here the myftery of the Chriftian life.

Why
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Why do true Chriftians fo contemn the world ?
It is a weary land to all fuch. 'What keeps them
all under the tribulation of the world, while others
faint, fo that they have had a joy in tribulation,
took joyfully the fpoiling of their goods, yea, and
even death itfelf ? Why, under the thadow of the
great Rock, they got meat to eat the world knew
not of. ) . -

. See the tranfcendent .excellence of Chrift.
ngat a precious one muft he be in whom there
is enough to balance all the miferies of the weary
land ! There are fome of thefe that'nothing under
the fun can balance ; what avails all th® riches
and honours under the fun, to a perfon under ex-
treme bodily diftrefs, or expofed to the arreft of
death. But in the moft wearifome ftep of the
weary land, Chrift is a refrefhing fhade. ,
4. This lets us fee, where there is a fhelter to
be?our.d in the worft of times, againft the ftorm
tempeft of public or private calamity : John, xvi.
33. ¢ Thefe things (fays Jefus) I have fpoken
unto you, that in me ye might have peace ; in the
world ye fhall have tribulation, but be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world.” In Jefus
Chrift our fafety lies, and without him there is
no fafety. Here is the rock that is higher than
we, and higher too than the higheft of our ene-
mies, whether devils or men.

I have only now to add an ufe of exhortation.
I would exhort you to come to Chrift, and put your-
felves under his fhadow this day. And that you
may underftand what you are calfed to, take it in
the following advices.

1. Lay afide your fecurity, and fee that you
ftand in need of a fhade for refrefhment and for
proteCtion in the weary land. However lightly

- people *
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‘people look on the confufions of our day, T think
we have no reafon to be fecure; fecurity is dan-
gerous, feeing the fins of the generation are cry-
ing fins, crying for a ftroke. Whatever has brought
a ﬁ:roke on a church or people, that is not want-
ing in Scotland this day. Did univerfal corrup-
tion amongft all ranks bring the deluge on the old
world ? that is vifibly the plague of this genera-
- tion. Did the delpifing of the gofpel bring the
Roman armies on the Jews ? Matth. xxii. 7. the
monftrous profanity amongft fome, and loathfome
formality among others, fays we cannot eifcape,
though God bear long with us.—The many delive-
rances we have met with when at the brink of ruin,
and yet the generation not bettered by them, fays
that the axe, which has been lying fo long at the
root of the tree, will be wielded againtt -us at the
laft : Amos, iv. 11. 12. ¢ I have overthrown fome
of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah,
-and ye were as a fire-brand plucked out of the
burning ; yet have ye not returned unto me, faith
the Lord. Therefore thus will I do unto you, O
Ifrael ! and becaufe I will do this unto thee, pre-
pare to meet thy God, O Ifrael!” We are ma-
nifeftly pining away under {piritual plagues at this
day, many given up to vile affeCtions, the gene- .
ration generally plagued with hardnefs of heart and
deadnefs, men are turned hateful, and left to hate
one another, biting and devouring one another, all
which is an evidence, that there 13 an evil fpirit a-
mongft us.—Finally, our fecurity in the face of a-
larming difpenfations, is a terrible token, accord-
ing to that in 1 Thefl. v. 3. « For when they
thall (ay, Peace and fafety, then fudden deftruc-
tion cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman
with child} and they fhall not efcape.”—I would
exhort you, . -
VoL. L. Kk (2.)

bV
%
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2. To embrace Jefus Chrift, and lay hold on"the
everlafting covenant. Ye that are ftrangerstoChrift,.
come in at length. Let the ftate of your perith-
ing fouls come into your minds in esrneft, and
lay a fure foundation for eternity. Ye who have
already come, come nearer and nearer, repew- your
acceptance. of Chrift, and flir up the grace of
faith, that for the prefent is, lying in; fuch a, weak.
fEate.

3. Repent of your fins, and turs. from them.
Amend your, ways and your doings,. and, let not.
iniquity {e your -eternal, ruin. . Apfwer the. call.
of God at length, that there may bg no. ftanding
controverfy betwixt, God” and yem,. Many.delays.
have: been, in this matter, bring it-now to. a. point,
and halt no.mare. betwixt two opinions,. whether
to be for God, or. for your. lufls,—In.a; word, I ex-.
hort you,

4. To lay the weight of youn through-bearing
through the weary land over on Jefus Chrift.—
Look before you to the difficult fteps that may.be
yet betwixt you and . the grave, aud folemnly
take him. for. all you negd or may. need; Be con-
cerned to depend upon him, and to truft in him,
that he will not ceafe caring. for you, and:working
in you, till he completely, accomplifh: all; that good
werd. upon which he hag caufed yon to hope.~
To prompt you to.this good, work, I.weuld pro-
pofe the following MoxiavEs..

_ 1. This is.the fhade. God the. Father has pro-
vided_ for you. ¢I have.(fays he) laid help upon
one that is mighty,” Pfal. Ixxxix, 19.; and. you
hear what, he fays to you,in, the text.. Therefors,
honour the Father by coming to His Son,. and

putting. yourfelves under, his thadow. He knew.
 finners would need a fhelter in the. weary. land.
O negle@ not the offered falvation I—Confider,

: 2. That
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2. That all other'{hadows are and 'will'be but
wain and vanifhing ones ; they will ‘riot be able‘to
defend you from the ills'to which you are expofed
Yin"the weary land ; ‘they will be like-a ‘hut built
-within the i?;a-mar'k, which will be carried away,
‘together with the inhabitant, when the waters be-
~gin to flow : Ifa. xxviii. r7. «The hail fhall fweep
away the refuge of'lies, and the waters fhall over-
flow the hiding-place.” Then' your own wifdom
‘will be but folly, your ftrength weaknefs, your car-
mal fchemés thall'not profit'you.-~Confider,

-3. That the ‘wrath of Ged will purfue all who
“are not under this fhadow. -O Chriftlefs finners!

« ‘what will you do‘when Ged riféth-up ? and when
the vifiteth, what will you anfwer him? He is a
-confuming fire, all ele you can put-betwixt him
“amd *you will be ‘but as {tubble, -or at beft but a
ipartition-wall of dry boards, - that-will quickly be
«confumeéd-in that devouring fire.~Confider,

4. That ‘whatever weary fleps ye meet with in
#he weary land, thefe'will be-doubly heavy by your
‘niot coming ‘in under Chrift’s fhadow; for the
.<curfe will:'be in'them ; and though they werejvety
dight in themfelves, that will make'them heavy.
You will get all your burden to bear alone, as Saul
did. ‘And, O what a fad cale it is to lave hea-
w~en and earth datk both at onee! Ifa. viii. 21. 22.

—Cotifider, : '

5. /That all: the travellers to Zion have.'made

this fhade theirthelter. It is a tried fhade in all
ages of the church, Pfal.xc. 1. ; “whoever purfues
thém, this ‘is the refuge of all the people of God
in all-times : Prov. xviii. 10. ¢« The'name of ‘the
Lord is a ftrong tower, the righteous runneth into
ity and is fafe.” The fpoufe of Chrift looks for
¢his fhade, Song, i. 7. 8. and ii. 3.; and many a

Kka2 good
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good word they have fpoken of it to recomimend it
to others.—Confider,

Lafly, That under Chrift’s fhadow there will
be fafety in the moft wearifome parts of the weary
land. He is the Saviour, and there is none be-
fides him. Under his fhadow there is fafety from
troubles, when they are flying very thick in the
weary land. He can hide his people in the hol-
low of his hand in the midft of danger, Pfal. xci.
7. For he has all things at his commard ; men
and devils are under the check of his providence.
There is oftentimes a moderation of troubles.—
Under this fhadow people find, that though they
be not quite freed from them, yet they are made.
very moderate to them : Jer. xv. 11. « The Lord
faid, Verily, it fhall be well with thy remnant, ve-
rily I will caufe the enemy to entreat thee well in
the time of evil, and in the time of affli&ion.” And
fometimes it is much better for his people to meet
with this moderation, Jer. xIv.5. The life for a prey
. is no fmall mercy. While his people reft under this
thadow, there is always a fpiritual falvation from
the fting of evil; thus the nature of affliCtions is_
altered, and the fharpeft and heavieft ftones thrown
at them become precious ftones, which da them
no hurt, but rather good; for ¢ who is he that
will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is
good ?” 1 Pet. iii. 13.—To fum up all in a word,

There(is never mifled here an eternal falvation.
However they be treated in the weary land, none
go to hell from under Chrift’s fhadow ; but though
they fhould go through fire and water, they will
land at Jaft in Abraham’s bofom, and be brought
unto the wealthy place. Amen.

THE




"THE EVIL AND DANGER OF HALTING
BEI'WIXT TWO OPINIONS.*

|

SERMON XXIV,

-1 KNGS, xvi. 21.—And Elijab faid, How long halt
ye betwixt tawo opinions ?

- MonG the crowds of irreligious men in the
vifible church, there are few, if any, {o pofi-

tively determined againft God and religion, as never
so have a thought of repentance and reformation.
"Reafon and intereft appear fo much on the fide
.of religion, that where conicience poffefles any
power at all, one can hardly fail in having fometimes
favourable thoughts on that fide. But indecifion and
unfettlednefs in that weighty matter ruins men.
It is fo long ere they come to a point, that death
often overtakes them before they have got the
matter fixed ;- and they are fet beyond the poffi-
bility of doing any thing for their fouls, before ever

L3

they have refolved firmly what to do for them. The -

text is. Elijah’s expoftulation with a great aflembly
N ’ K k 3 - .. il!
# Maxton, Saturday, Auguft 2, 3718,
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in that dangerous cafe. The worfhip of Baal was
fet up, and authorifed in Ifrael by Ahab, and pa-
tronifed by his courtiers.” Thence the body of
the people, though they did not. utterly renounce
the worfhip of Jehovah, yet they were greatly’
corrupted with that idolatry. God had on this
account fent a famine on them, and, though it had
continued three years and a half, it had not reform~
ed them. But Ahab lays the blame of this cala-
mity on Elijah; Elijah retorts it boldly on him.
They agree that all Ifracl be gathered with Baal’s
priefts, who were difperfed over all the country,
and the priefts of the groves, who were Jezebel’s
chaplains, that the whole matter betwixt God and
Baal, Elijah and Ahab, might be decided. The .
affembly being convened, Elijah comes to them,
and, without obferving any ceremony, or beginning
to intercede with God for rain to t{\em, he falls a
pleading God’s caufe with them, expoftulating
with them on God’s behalf, as in the text: How lng
(faid he) halt ye betwixt two opinions ?

In which expoftulation, we have,

1. The matter of it ; their halting betwixt two
opinions. Here he attacks them on two points,
and charge sthem with a grievous fault, an unac-
countable weaknefs in the moft weighty concerns
of their fouls.—He charges them,

~ (1.) With weak and wavering heads. They had
two opinions; by the one they had a value for Baal,

" by the other for Jehovah. %Iot only did fome of
that peopleintheirjudgementdeclare for Baal,others
for Jehovah, but the fame perfons at onetime thought
it beft to follow Baal, at another time Jehovah; they
were undetermined in this matter of the greateft
importance. Their thoughts in this cafe were wa--
vering, going hither and thither, like top-branchefs-

: o
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of trees going with the wind, which is the Holy
Ghoft’s own metaphor in the original word of the
text.—They were chargeable,

(2.) With unfteady feet. They halted betwixt
thefe two, and they went from Baal to the Lord,
and from the Lord to Baal again. Thus, paffing
from fide to fide, they were poor lame fouls, (this
is the Holy Ghoft’s own metaphor), they did not
only limp, like men lame of one leg, (the beft
Chiiftians carry fuch a halt with them, till they
come to the grave), but they were like men lame
of both legs, for this is the import of the original
word, 2 Sam. iv. 4. They crooked to both fides,
they went wavering from fide to fide, never ftraight,
one time they were for Baal, another time for Je-
hovah, they were never fteadily fixed.—In the ex-
poftulation, there is,

2. The manner of it: How long will ye balt ?
&c.. They had been feveral years in that cafe,
and yet were not come to a point. One might
think the cafe was not fo very difficult, whether
Jehovah or Baal fhould be their choice ; but won-
der not at it, for the cafe is even as plain betwixt -
the Lord and your lufts and idols, yet year after
year ycu cannot come to a point. The phrafe is
urgent ; it imports,—the fhamefulnefs, the bafe-
nefs of their condu&, that they fhould be fo long
in deciding in a matter fo very clear, ftumbling at
that rate in broad day-light ;—its grievoufnefs to
the Spirit of God ; he was fo weary with bearing
with them, that he would fain have them come
to a point, and therefore roufes them up to it.

Frow the expoftulation thus explained, I would
obferve the following dotrines, viz.

Docr. I. That to be ftill wavering and undecided
- in
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in the abfolute and final choice betwixt the Lord

and idols, is moft abominable.

Docr. l. That an unequal and unfteady walk,
here-awiy, there-away, betwixt the Lord and
idols, is an unaccountable and abominable ‘way
of walking through the world.—Thefe 1 fhall
fhortly confider in their order.

Docr. I. That to be ftill wavering and undecided
in the abfolute and final.choice betwixt the Lord
and idols, is -moft abominable.———1In fpeaking
to this I fhall only drep a few things,

1. For explication of the point.
H. For confirmation of it. Andthen,
HI. Make fome application.—1 am,

1. 'To explain the point.—1In order to this, tor-
‘ﬁdﬂ’,

1. That the Lord andidols are fuitors for the heart
‘of every man and ‘woman ‘that hears the gofpel;
and becaufe that idols have the firft iove, they
ftrive to rewain it, and the Lord comes to recover
‘it. Lufts court it, and therefore the gofpel teaches
to demy them, Tit. ii. 312. * denying ungodlinefs
and worldly tufts, and while it thus teaches, it
brings a better offer. The dexil, the world, and
‘the corrupt natuve, dre proxies to agent for our
tufts; the Lords Spirit, his minifters, and con-
4ciente, aét for the Lord.—Confider,

2. That the finner’s heart is urged with offérs
.and argumerts en both hands. God makes Kis
‘offers, and urges them with the ftrongeft argu-
aments, taken fromvthe certainty of ‘dternal happinefs,
or mifery, of enjoying his unfpeakable love, orin-
«curring his dread difpleafure: Ifa. lv. 2. « Where-
fovc do ye.fpend your money for that which is nét

9

—
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bread, and your labour for that which fatisfieth
not ! Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that
which is good, and let your fouls delight them-
felves in fatnefs.” Satan is not behind hand in
pains to urge his offers, he plies them with al-
lurements of prefent profit and pleafure, moft
fuited to the corrupt heart, which naturally gapes
for them.—Confider,

3. That there can be no enjoying of both to-
gether : Matth. vi. 24. « No man can ferve two
matfters ; for cither he will hate the one, and love
the other ; or elfe he will hold to the one, and de-
fpife the other. Ye cannot ferve God and Mam-
mon.” The Lord will not deal fhares with lufts
and idols, the offer is peremptory on other terms,
¢¢ If ye take me, let thefe go.” If the matter could
be agreed betwixt the Lord and his rival idols,
the wavering foul would foon be at a point, and
would embrace both. But that cannot be ; if the.
Lord be received, he muft have the crown, and .
the moft beloved lufts muft be nailed to the crofs :
Gal. v. 24. « And they that are Chrift’s have cru--
cified the fleth, with the affe&ions and lufts.” —x
Confider,

4. That the matter muft be determined by the
finner’s free choice : Joth. xxiv. 15. « Chufe ye
this day whom ye will ferve.” The Lord will not
take pofleflion without the finner’s confent, for it
is the heart he feeks, and if that be wanting, there
is no bargain. And the choice muft be an abfo-
lute and a final one; there muft be a final deciding
of this caufe, fo that thereafter the foul may cleave
to the one with full purpofe of heart, and alto-
gether abandon the other.—Cenfider,

Laftly, That the Lord requireth the finner’s de-
cided anfwer. But here the finner wavereth ; he
is neither determined to give up altogether Wtihth

e
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he Lord, nor to give up wholly with his tufts;
fometimes he is almoft perfuaded, but never-ilto-
.gether.  So there®comes ftill one off-put on the
‘back of another ; and when the finner has:been at
the advifing and deciding this bufmefs days and
years, he is as far from a point the kift day as the
firft.—I am now to ‘prepofe fome .confiderdtions,

II. For conrfirmation of this point.—Confider,
1. That there is na competition here in point
-of real value. 'Whatis the dead idol Baal, in com-
parifon with Jehovah, the living God ? ‘What are
our filthy lufts, in comparifon with Chrift ? Jer.
xxiii. 28. ¢« The 'prophet that hath a dream, let
him tell a dream ; and he that hath my word, let
him fpeak my word faithfully ; what 1s the chaff
to the-wheat ? faith the Lord.” dt is -a ‘difgrase
on our reafon, ‘te rput them in the balaner *to-
.gether, and argues a fearful blindnefs with ‘which
imankind are feized, once to entertain .a doubt
-which to chufe.—Confider, '
‘2. ‘That it is ingratitude of the deepeft dye, not
seadily to fall in with the offer. ‘When the
is making fuit to his own clay, the mighty God
to- his iown .creature wormman, to put off -his
offer, becaufe of the craving of the heart after filthy
lufts, thefe brats of hell, and fpawn of ‘the old fer-
:ﬂ:nt, is certainly ungrateful. The Lord might
have left us with them, to have made she beft of
them we could, which would have been no better
than-death ; for what.elfe could have refulted from
our drinking that cup of poifon ? But now, when
-he cames to offer us life, how horrible s /it to be
wavering and undetermined, ‘whether we will ac-
cept ‘of the Lerd and life, -ar not'!~—Confider,
Laftly, That this- warning is on a matter-of the
amoft weight, and ‘what we have not one to-mor-
' Tow
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row allowed us to advife upon. Our fouls lie at

ftake, eternal falvation or damnation. depend on

our choice ; if we, make the Lord. our. choice, we:

are happy for ever ; if ye do not,, we are-ruined -
for ever; it is, ¢ To-day, if ye will hear his

voice,” Pfal. xcv. 7.; fo that, if death carry you.
off undetermined, your cternal deftrution is un-

alterably fixed ; and what.an abaminable thing is.
it.then, to be ftill wavering ¥—L now. proceed;

IIL. To make fome application.of the fubject.
And with this. defign, I would expoftulate with
you halters. and undetermined finners, who. are
not yet come to a point in the matter of your choice
betwixt Chrift and your lufts, in the words.of the
text, “ How long halt ye betwixt.two opinions ?”
How long. will it be ere you come to a peint how: .
- to difpofe of that heart of yours? You have had
many rich gofpel-calls from the Lord, and many.
communion-calls, and yet you have not freely a-
bandoned your idols, and made choice of the Lord,
to this day. Still you are halting, undetermined,
and wavering. How long fhall it be thus ?—In
managing this expoftulation, I would afk,

1. Who are the wavering, undetermined halters
betwixt the Lord and their lufts  —I anfwer,

(3.) Ye who to this day never found the time
to break your covenant with your lufts, and to
enter into covenant with God, either in pretence
or_reality. Are there not fome here, who never
gave their perfonal confent to the baptifmal covea
nant, wha are utter ftrangers to perfonal covenant-
ing with God in Chrift ? they have not even ex-
prefsly in words renewed the covenant made for
them in baptifm, much lefs have they ratified it
with their own folemn confent before the Lord ;
they are woful halters, but without: making. this,

choice
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choice they can never fee heaven: Eph. ii. 12.
¢ Strangers from the covenants of promiie, having
no hope, and without God in the world.”—Ye
are the wavering, 4 .

(2.) Who time after time flight the facrament
of the Lord’s fupper, not preparing yourfelves to
partake of it. 'What makes you always and con-
ftantly mere fpetators and onlookers of the feal
of the covenant, and that folemn engagement to
be the Lord’s, but that you are halters betwixt the
Lord and your lufts? Were there a bargain in
your offer, of which all the partners were obliged
to ftrike hands with the party that makes it with
them, and you ftood by, and would not give your
hand ; would not that prove you not to be deter-
mined as yet for the bargain ? You would be glad
to have the bargain ratified betwixt God and you,
if you were really for it : Pfal. Ixviii. 31. ¢ Ethio-
pia fhall foon ftretch out her hands to God.”—To
this fome may objedt,

We would fain take the facrament, but they
will not give us tokems of admiflion. —To this I
anfwer, ‘

‘What hindets your receiving them, but your
grofs ignorance, or your ungodly and fcandalous
life, which certainly ought todo it : Matth. vii. 6.
¢« Give not that which is hcly unto the dogs.”
But why do not ye get the knowledge of God and
religion, and reform your lives, that ye may fit
down at the Lord’s table ? And here lies the mat-
ter, you are not fo far determined yét as to quit

our lufts, for all the communion with God that
is to be had in the facrament—Such of you are
halting, :

(3-) Who have had your convitions ef fin, and
are in fo far fatisfied, that you fhould have given

up with it, but your hearts were never brought
o to
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to part with it to this day. Are there not many
who are ftanding undetermined this day on the
carcafes of their gurdered convitions ? A&s,
xxiv. 25. “ Felix trembled, and an{wered, Go thy
way for this time, when I have a more convenient
{feafon, I will call for thee.” They have been
Jafhed by their confciences, to drive them to the
Lord from their lufts ; nay, they had much ado to
refift thefe lathings; but, after all, thefe impreflions
are worn off, and they are not yet determined.—
Such are wavering,

(4.) Who have (often perhaps) been aiming at
the covenant, butalways ftuck at oné thing. You
have been brought to a point in many things, but
one thing you could never yet get over. mife-
rable halter betwixt God and the idol of jealoufy !
fhall that one thing mar the winning of thy foul ?
If you be not content with all the articles of the
covenant, without exception, you have your choice
to make, yet you are not determined : Mark, x.
21.  Jefus faid unto him, One thing thou lack-
eft;” &c.—Such are halting,

(5-) Who are ftill at faft-and-loofe with God,
and whom nothing can bind, who do with their
vows, as the dog with his collar, that {lips it off
and on as he pleafes : Pfal. Ixxviii. 36. 37. ¢« Never-
thelefs, they did flatter him with their mouth, and
they lied unto him with their tongues. For their
heart was not right with him, neither were they
ftedfaft in his covenant.” There are many of our
communicants of this {ort, who come under the
vows of God very lightly, and as lightly foon after
flip out from under the tye; the truth is, they
never confider the matter with due ferioufnefs.
They make choice of the Lord, but, in very deed,
their hearts were never in earneft determined.~
Such of you are wavering,

VoL. 1. L1 Laptly,



398 THE EVIL AND DANGER OF

Laply, And in a word, who have fiot exprefsly
embraced God and Chrift, but cleave to your
lufts. ‘Our Lord has often ‘come to you in the
gofpel, requiring jour laft anfwer, but you have
neither yet given it, nor will yoa either plainly fay
ye will betake yourfelves to your Tufts and idols for
altogether, nor are you come the Ienggth of an honeft
refolve to give over with them for altogether. Ye
are undoubtedly woful undetermined halters.

2. I muft afk at you, How long will ye halt,
and be undetermined? ,

(1.) Have ye not halted long enough alfeady
betwixt God and your hufts? 1 Pet. iv. 3. « For
the time paft of our life may fuffice_us to have
wrought the will of the Gentiles.” Have ye not
often enough fent away the Lord in his meflengers
groaning from you, becaufe ye could not be won
yet 2 (1.) Young halters, may not ye, after ten,
fifteen, and twenty years, or more, be dt a ‘point
whether ye will be the Lard’s or niot ? 1 affure you,
God has been at a point With many on¢ in ‘that
time, who never got your length, but their ftates are
détermined in anotliér world already, without pof-
fibility of altération. Every fevén years ye have
been in the world, je have had an year 6f Sab-
baths, in thefe Sabbaths many, inany acall. And
will ye yet be undetermined ?* (2.)'Old halters, may
not ye be ata point, aftér thirty, forty, fifty, or fixty
years; ye have taken to advife in? will ye hale on,
till ye flip into a grave, into hell, undetermined.
All the fermans ye have heard, éie comihunions

'ye have waited on, even all the rods arid flie mer- |

cies ye have met with, have left you where they
found you, as undetermined as éver, and will ye
ftill go away this day as undetermined as ye came?
2dly, How can you be at eafe 45 long as fuch

a
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a weighty matter is yndetermined ¢ Poor foul!
while thou art halting, thou art ftanding on the
brink of the pit, and whether death or life fhall be
thy lot, whether heaven or hell, is ftill as to thee
undetermined.  Till thou deteyming the point
to be the Lord’s, and to renounce all thy idols,
Satan has the hold of thee, and there is nothing
between death and thee but one ftep, thou hang-
eft over the pit by the long-worn thread of divine
patienge 3 and whenever that gives way, thou grt
loft for ever : John, iii. 36. « He that believeth not
the Son, fthall not fee life, but the wrath of God a-
bideth on him.”

(3-) Do you not wonder, that God has waited fo
lasg ypon you, that he has not taken your {lights
and fcogns for your final anfwer ? Is it not fur-
prifing, that he has not recalled his ambafladors,
and denoynced war againft you, to be carried on
for ever 2 Ye myft needs-wonder that it is not fo,
when ye canfider the infinite greatnefs of him who
makes fuit to you, the meannefs and vilenefs of
thafe whom ke cpyrts, and the gbpminable competi-
tegs which ye prefer to him.

t4-) Are ye nes afraid left the Loxd halt, and
prpgeed po further in fecking after you 2 that this
may be the Jaft call thag eyer you may get ¢ Luke,
xiv. 24. % Fag I fay unto you, that none of thefe

g;en which were bidden, {hall tafte of my fupper.”
1t this call, qncf wno KuOwWs but the Yuord ma

from this time leave you to your lufts ? Pfal. lxxx{
11 §3- “ But my people would pot hearken te
my- yoice, and Ifrael would none of me. So I
gave them up ynto theiy gwn hearts lufts, and they
wilked ip their gwn counfels.”  Hof. iy. 1y.
“ I:‘.Phrgim is joined to idols, Jet him alone :”
Saying, Ceafe my Spirit, ceafe confcience, mini-
flers, grdinances, judgements, mercics; give that

Ll2 man
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man no more diftutbance in the embraces of his
lufts, let them hang by him, and he by them, till
they fink him into hell, and lie there-as a moun-
tain of lead on him for ever.

(5-) Do you not know, the longer you halt, it
will be the harder to come to a point for God?
the longer ye hold off from the Lord, you will be
the more loth to come away : Prov. vi. 1o. « Yet

a littde fleep, a little flumber, a little folding of the
hands to fleep.” He thatis not fit this day, will b¢
unfitter to-morrow ; for lufts, through continuance,
grow more and more ftrong, and the devil, that
comes at firft alone, afterwards his name is Legion,
for they are many. I aver, that it had been telling
many of us, that they had ftruck the iron many
years ago, when it was hotter than it is now.

/y, Halt as long as you will, you muft not
only be determined for the Lord, and againft all
your lufts, but alfo you muft be joined to the
Lord, and feparated from them-a&ually, elfe you
are ruined for ever. The cafe is plain, Mark, xvi.
16. ¢ He that believeth not fhall be damned.”--
Ezek. xviii. 30. « Repent, and turn from all your
tranfgreflions, {o iniquity fhall not be your ruin.”
—DMatth. xviii. 3. ¢ Except ye be converted, and
become as little children, ye fhall not enter into
the kingdom of heaven.” So, if you have any

mind to be free from the wrath tn came, unlste
you have a mind to take your hazard with your

lufts through all eternity, while God is God, to
purfue the quarrel for the flight ye put on him,
+you muft come to a point, and be determined for
God, and give up with all your lufts.

Now, Sirs, there are two things lying before
you this day, of one of which you are to take your
choice.

1. You muft ecither give up with God, Chrift,

heaven,
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heaven, and glery, quit all your part in the cove-
nant of grace, the purchafe of Chrift, and his death,
freely, and betake yourfelves to your lufts, idols,
and finful courfes, and make the beft of them you
can to live and die with them. Satanis fond of
your making this choice. Or,
- 2. You muft give up with your lufls, jdols, 3nd
finfyl conrfes, freely qyit your part in them, not
excepting yoyr darling luft, and betake yoyrfclvcs
" to the Lord in his covepant, taking this d3y God
the Father for your Father, God the Son for your
Saviour, Ged the Holy Ghoft for your Sanétifier,
Chrift for yoyr Prophet, to be led by his word and
Spirit 3 Chrift for your Prieft, to be faved by his
ogedien_c: and death only ; Chrift for your King,
to be ruled and goyerned by him according to his
will abfolutely. gI'heLm'd is willing that you make
this your choige, and kindly invites the worft of
yop to it: Rey, iii. 20. ¢ Behold, I ftand at the
door and knock ; if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and ] will
{up with him, and he with me.” And ch. xxii. 17.
s And the Spirit and the Bride fay, Come ; and
Jot him that heargth fzy, Come 3 and Jet him that
is athirft come ; and whefoever will, Jet him take
the water of life freely,” Nay, he commands yor
- to make this choice: 1 John, jii. 23. ¢ And this
is his commandment, thet we fhopld belieye on
- the name of his Son Jefys Chrift.” And {o ear-
pef} is he in this invitation, that he wil] pafs all
your former flights, if you will but now fall jn with
this offer : Ezek. xyiii. 22. ¢« All his tranfgyeflions
that he hath committed, they fhall not be mep-
tioped ; jin his righteoyfnefs that he hath done he
fhall live.” Now, there js the choice in hoth
patts, what fay d):: to i ? Jofh. xgiv. 15.

s Chyle ye this day whom ye will ferve,’—
Lls I
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I demand your anfwer. What anfwer fhall I re-
turn ? Your final anfwer, for I cannot fay that
ever our Mafter will fend me again to you on this
errand.— Are there any here, '

(1.) Who will give that anfwer, Jer. ii. 25.
¢¢ There is no hope ; no, for I have loved ftrangers,
and after them I will go.” O, Sirs! take your word
again, we are loth to carry back that word ; why
will you die? why will you deftroy yourfelves ?
If we faw a cup of poifon in your hand, which
you would not part with, but would drink, we
would flee to you, mix our blood with yours, bes
fore you fhould get it drunk ; but what can we do
in this cafe, but cry, O do yourfelves no harm!
and proteft before God, angels, men, and your
own felves, that your blood is on your own head.
—Are there any here,

(2.) Who will give that anfwer, Jer. iii. 22.
¢« Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art the
Lord our God.”—Job, xxxiv. 32. ¢« If I have done
iniquity, I will do fo no more.” Then, I call
heaven and earth to record, you are at a point for
our Lord never to go back; that it is an everlafting
bargain between God in Chrift and you ; that heis

ours, and you are his ; that although this bargain

etwixt our Lord and you has been many times
back and fore, it is now tyl'llly and finally concluded,
you are married now, and there is no room for
any other fuitors. O come, then, to your Lord’s
table with a holy boldnefs, and get the covenant
fealed ! o

Laftly, Is that your anfwer, A&s, xxiv. 25.
“ Go thy way for this time, when I have a con-
venient feafon, I will call for thee 2 You fay you
will advife upon it. I declare we cannot take that
an{wer ; our commiffion does not bear us to in-
dulge you even till to-morrow, inadyifing upona

S matter
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matter of fuch importance : Heb. iv. 7. ¢ To-day,
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.”
Nay, we cannot allow you even another hour or
half-hour in hefitation: 2 Cor. vi. 2. ¢« Behold,
now is the accepted time, now is the day of falva-
tion.” Give your anfwer,. therefore, inftantly, I
. »peremptorily claim it; if you delay longer, you
Amay be in hell ere to-morrow, nay, next hour,
it may be, next moment. What do you hefitate
upon ?—whether you will obey God or thedevil ?—
whether you will caft the kindled coals of hell out
of your bofom, or not ?—whether you will travel
in that-narrow road which leads to life, or in that
broad road which will land you in deftruétion ?-—
in fhort, whether you will live for ever, or perith
eternally ? Oh ! Sirs, be wife before it be too late,
halt no longer;, I befeech you, betwixt thefe two o-
pinions : ¢ [o-day, if ye will hear his voice ; har-
den not your hearts, as in the provocation, the
day of tentation in the wildernefs.” When a
gracious God is now calling you, ¢ Turn ye, turn
ye, why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?” let the
echo of your fouls, and the anfwer of your tongues,
be, ¢ Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art
the Lord our God.”

END OF VOL. I

»%s In Vol. I, will be given the other Sermon on this
ubjeét.

‘
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[To fill up the four remaining pages, rather than give a
part of next Sermon, we have taken the liberty to
mfert the following pratical piece of ‘Poetry, which,’
we flatter ourfelves, will be acceptable to our readers.]

The SOUL’S EXPOSTULATION with itfel f,
Jor want of LOVE 10 CHRIST. ’

HY all this darknefs in my mmd
And deadnefs in my heart ?
The caufe of all, I clearly find,
Is chiefly on my part:

Sure this eftrangement from my God
Much ignorance doth prove ;

Such wand’ring of my thouglits abroad
Does argue little love.

O'! think on him who did redeem
Thy foul from fin and woe,

Let him have only thy efteem, -
Say to all lovers, Go.

And never let a filthy luft,
Or a religious one,

Compete with him ; count all but duft,
And fay to them, Begone.

But let thy love on him be fix'd,

‘Whofe love was fix’d on thec,
Who drank a cup of wiath unmix’d,

‘Thy foul from wrath to free.

A duty’s but a fplendid fault,
If thereon thou doft reft ;

O! then, renounce them ; never halt
Till thou haft won dear Chrift.

O thou ! my wicked wand’ring heart,
No better than a Lot,
Thou doft with fuch an object part,

- And doft on nothings doat. .
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O meditate on him a while
Thy thoughts let fixed ftand

On him who ne’er did thee beguile,
To whom thoy gav'fl thy hand.

Yea, I conjure thee, O my foul,
Neé’er from his paths to {fwerve,

But give him thy affe&tions whole,
For he doth them deferve.

‘When thou an hateful obje@t waft,
And didft deferve his ire,

He chofe thee, and o’er others paft,
That thou might'ft him defire.

Yea, that he might thy love attradt,
And gain thine heart’s eftcem,

Thy fins were laid upon his back ;
Thus he did thee redeem. '

And being burden’d with thy guilt,
Upon him vengeance fell ;

Defertion, and God’s wrath he felt,
‘Which was a very hell. S

He to death’s firoke himfelf did yield,
Thy enmity to flay 3 '

His fide was pierc'd, yet be was mild, -
That love might have a way.

Thus having purchas’d peace on earth 3

" . That he might it maintain,

He did afcend to heav’n with mirth,
And there he doth remain,

‘Where, as thine Advocate, he fitll
Thy num’rous caufes pleads,

1le doth peefent his Blood and Will,
And for thee intercedes.
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All this he does thy love 1 win,
O! this beheve and fee s
‘When thou waft all 2 lamp of fin,
Hence, when he calls thee in his word,
« Give me thy wicked bheart,”
Soul, echo thou, “ Take it, O Loxd,
It is my worll, beft part.”
Sound Reafon even docs declare,
That Chrift thy heart fhould have,
For in thy Chrift, and only there,
Is what thy foul thould crave.
Now, foul, do not thyfclf delude
In this momsntous cafe ;
Try if thou iafely canft conclude
Thou haft this heav’nly grace.
Art thou affected with a fenfe
Of enmity and ill ? A
Then plainly this doth evidence
True love, though it be chill.
And is it ground of grief to thee
Thou canft not love him more ?
Be fure, if conicience anfwer, Yea,
There is fome love in ftore:

When inbred fin in thee does ftir,
Thou doft not it allow ;

His hand, which drops the fweeteft myrrh,
Thy plagues will all fubdue.

‘When by his rivals thou doft fee
His crown pull’d from his head,

Does this occafion grief to thee ?
Then here is love indeed !
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- When in a precept he does thine,
And duty does appear,

Ther to obey thy foul’s on wing,
If only he draws near.

‘When in a threat’ning of the law
Thy foul his voice does hear, o

Then to offend thou ftand’ft in awe,
Love cafts not out this fear.

And if his promife and thy cafe
Do fweetly harmonife,

Art thou amazed at his grace ?
Then love’s in exercife.

Doft thou his perfon prize above
All things that he doth give ?
‘Well, then, this evidence doth prove
Thou in his love doft live.

If he withdraw at any time,

" Thou -can’t contented be ;

Wheu thy-defire is towards him,
Then his is towards theg. -

‘When thou his image doft behold

- On any foul pourtray’d,
Doft thou efteem it more than gold ?

Then love’s in thee difplay’d.
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